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Author’s Note
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Thank you very much for your interest in this book and I welcome you. I am ready to help you with any questions you have by email.

I spent many hours writing this book to give my students a clear and practical reference source.

Please, I ask you not to share this material on the Internet or make a photocopy of it, as it is designed for your personal use and benefit. I am a musician just like you and I receive little income for this work where I spent many months writing and organizing the ideas.

I hope this book is useful.

Thanks!
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Foreword
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A musical scale is, in general, a set of sounds ordered in a simple and schematic way.

These sounds are arranged ascending (from low to high) as well as, in a complementary way, descending (from high to low), one by one at specific places within the scale that are called degrees.

This book teaches what I consider to be the first 4 most important scales to initially learn on guitar. These scales are:


Minor Pentatonic

Major Pentatonic

Minor Diatonic

Major Diatonic



In this book, each scale has a chapter with the following systematically arranged sections:


– The 5 positions

– Sequences

– Use and application

– Review and homework

– Improvisation



Learning scales on your instrument is of the utmost importance for your skills of improvisation and composition, but it is a process that takes time and practice. I recommend that you dedicate as much time as necessary to each scale to fully learn it and then move on to the next.

The system of this book is about learning each scale in its 5 positions; that is, the same notes of the scale are played but they are distributed in 5 ‘positions’ or ‘zones’ that cover the entire fretboard of the guitar. Once the scale is memorized in 5 positions, the goal is that when you improvise, you see all 5 positions as a single great pattern that covers all strings on your guitar, from lowest to highest.

Because of space limitations in this book, the scales are exemplified by taking the A note as the tonic or root note. Once you have learned each scale from that note, the idea is that you can play it in all the other keys.
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