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Presentation

Spada, the author of this essay, says there is no doubt, “something is happening” and it is something that will have important repercussions in our future, for us Italians, Europeans, Atlanticists.

The picture that Spada outlines is disturbing, it suggests scenarios of a not too distant future, capable of upsetting the structure of “rich” countries. The “emerging” ones, if combined, constitute a competitive and alternative sphere of influence.

The book is interesting and reads quite quickly. It contains a quantity of news, data, statistics, which when put together give an evolving world picture amidst a thousand pitfalls, in the center of a stormy sea.

In addition to the data, it is appreciable to focus on discussions of objectives and strategies, which serve to clearly clarify the topic, the whys and the sequence of decisions that the world's greats make on our heads.

It is a complex and complicated world, the one we live in, we are hit by a bombardment of news, more or less curious, more or less important facts, some that create anxiety, few that lull us into a fleeting security.

BRICS is a book that brings some order.

Giasone Spada is an author we have already published, who is also passionate about politics and economics, topics he loves to explore in depth through readings and participation in debates, so that he can talk about them reasonably and with documented truthfulness.

He proposed this text to me because, although there are numerous books that deal with the topic, there is a lack of a more global and systemic vision, which observes the phenomenon from multiple points of view. By reading the book you understand the importance of the news it contains and how much more attention it should arouse.

Enjoy the reading,



Gilberto Salvi - Mnamon Editore



Chapter 1: Introduction. BRICS as a Counterweight to the West


The acronym BRICS has become more than just an aggregation of five emerging economies: it represents a coalition that intends to challenge Western political and economic hegemony. Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa are not only countries with rapid economic development, but are also nations that aspire to a more prominent role on the global stage. 

 

Before we dive into the details, it's important to clarify that the label “anti-Western” can be misleading. This is not necessarily direct hostility towards the West, at least not for all BRICS. For some, Russia and partly China, perhaps it is, but rather it represents an attempt to balance global power, offering alternatives to the Western models of governance, economy and diplomacy that dominate the international political and economic landscape. 

 

The emergence of BRICS as a geopolitical bloc is closely linked to the post-Cold War evolution. With the decline of the Soviet Union and the rise of the United States as the sole superpower, the need arose for new poles of power that could offer a counterweight. Especially countries like China and Russia felt the presence of the USA and also the European Union as cumbersome. Wherever they moved or oriented themselves, the breathing down their necks of Western power became a limitation to their freedom of movement. 

This certainly occurred in civil rights, with the West always ready to pontificate in the face of the indeed not rare strains that the two dictatorships caused to the fabric of civil coexistence within them. 

Tiananmen Square or the various limitations on freedom of expression, to put it mildly, with murders and imprisonments, were immediately censored by the Western media and public opinion, who hoped to limit the adoption of further repressive acts. 

Apart from this not negligible behavior of the two strong regimes, various constraints were also felt in the economic field. China, for example, although indebted to the West for the unprecedented trigger of exponential development, with its GDP growing in double digits annually thanks to foreign investments induced by globalization, complained about American hostility and the duties that governments they imposed extremely competitive exports of their products. 

A competitiveness that arose from the failure to respect the rights of exploited and underpaid workers, as well as from the indiscriminate use of fossil fuels with a decisive contribution to the pollution of the planet. 

 

In the next chapters we will delve deeper into these and other elements that gave rise to the coalition. 

The fact is that the BRICS have used their overwhelming economic growth as a tool to gain greater resonance on the global stage. The increase in foreign exchange reserves, the expansion of national industries and the strengthening of intra-BRICS trade are elements that contribute to a diversification of global economic power. 

Cultural and historical differences remain, lacking the cohesion that the West boasts thanks to roots that sink into a common ground of evolution of peoples. 

The same common language, English, allows for aggregation that the BRICS lacks. This is not a problem in the era of simultaneous translations, but it is still a small, significant obstacle. However, they share a series of political positions, often in contrast with those of the West. For example, on issues such as national sovereignty, interventionism and international law, they tend to present a relatively united front. 

Just think of the Russian intervention in Ukraine, in the silence of the partners or, even, in the initial justification by Brazil and, perhaps, India. 

A war that obviously annoys everyone, creating uncertainties and mood swings, but with different approaches that make the difference: one for all the failure to approve sanctions by numerous countries, which created loopholes that allowed Russia not to suffer damage important, even to take advantage of them in some areas. The attitude, precisely due to the continuation of a conflict that shows no signs of ending on the horizon, seems to change, after the document shared at the end of the recent Johannesburg summit, in which a strong appeal to Russia was included. 

 

It is still early to determine whether the BRICS will be able to establish themselves as a real counterweight to the West, through the establishment of a new world order. 

However, there is no doubt that they are playing an increasingly significant role in global geopolitical dynamics and, as the political and economic climate changes, it is possible that this trend will only intensify. 
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