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Introduction


This is the first overview of Performing Arts Collections in the Nordic Countries published in English from Nordisk Center for Teaterdokumentation. It is a register of archives, libraries, museums, theatres and institutions that hold performing arts records in their collections as well as a description of what the collections contain. Furthermore the main educational institutions are mentioned.


As a foreigner to Nordic languages, it can be difficult to access Nordic performing arts archives and get an overview over the field. The ambition with this publication is to make the archives accessible to a larger group of scholars all over the world.


For the first time in more than 40 years of publishing, we have included Greenland and The Faroe Islands in an overview over Performing Arts Collections in the Nordic countries. The performing arts tradition in these two countries still lack broader research. It is my hope, as editor in chief, that this inclusion will strengthen scholarly awareness of the performing arts history of both Greenland and The Faroe Islands in a broader context.


We live in a digital era, with access to a great deal of digital or digitized records. Unfortunately, web links die out quickly. Thus, the editorial choice has been to link to the main web page of each institution. Not all institutions have an English web site, but with the descriptions in this publication, it is our hope that it will be easier to access the collections listed in it.


The editorial team from Nordisk Center for Teaterdokumentation consists of Marjaana Launonen (Finland) Sigríður Jónsdóttir (Iceland), Benedikte Berntzen (Norway), Magnus Blomkvist and Rikard Larsson (Sweden), Birgit Kleist Pedersen (Greenland), and Anna Lawaetz (Denmark and The Faroe Islands).


Copenhagen, December 2023


Anna Lawaetz


Editor in chief


Research Librarian, PhD, The Royal Danish Library
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Denmark


Illustration: De syv dødssynder (Die sieben Todsünden der Kleinbürger) by Bertolt Brecht. Choreography and director: Harald Lander. Set Designer: Svend Johansen. The Royal Danish Theatre, Copenhagen, 1936. Photographer: Holger Damgaard. The Royal Danish Library.
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Billund Kommunes Museer


Billund Municipality Museums


administration


Tinghusgade 15


DK–7200 Grindsted


exhibition


Morsbølvej 102


DK–7200 Grindsted


contact


+45 79 72 74 90


museet@billund.dk


www.billundmuseum.dk


Contains a special collection about fun fair and street entertainment around the town of Vorbasse, including the Mr Swing King carrousel, a circus wagon, the so-called Black Diamond (a travelling miniature of a German coalmine), and many artefacts concerning circus, street entertainment, and fun fairs.
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Cirkusmuseet


The Circus Museum


administration and archive


Alarmpladsen 3


DK–2650 Hvidovre


exhibition


Hovedporten 6


DK–2650 Hvidovre


contact


+45 36 49 00 30


info@cirkusmuseet.dk


www.cirkusmuseet.dk


The museums main collection stems from the juggler and collector, Ølund “Barly” Jacobsen. Among other things, it comprises thousands of various photographs, travel books, pro-grammes, posters, materials connected to DAF (the Danish Artists Union), contracts, scrapbooks, correspondence, costumes, films, radio recordings and props. The collection contains items from the middle of the 1800s to today. The Museum continuously receives material connected to the circus, artists, and fun fairs. Thus, the museum also has the collection of the magician Truxa. Furthermore, the Museum also has a library with the most important publications regarding the circus, artists, and fun fairs.
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Cirkusmuseet i Rold


The Circus Museum in the Village of Rold


postal address


Hobro Museum


Vestergade 23


DK–9500 Hobro


exhibition


Østerled 1


Rold


DK–9510 Arden


contact


+45 99 82 41 70


historiskmuseum@aalborg.dk


www.nordmus.dk/u/cirkusmuseet


The Circus Museum in Rold is housed in Circus Miehe’s old winter quarters, which is Denmark’s only preserved wooden circus building. The Museum provides an insight into the circus as a workplace during the past 200 years.
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Designmuseum Danmarks Bibliotek


The Design Museum’s Library


postal address


Bredgade 68


DK–1260 København K


contact


+45 33 18 56 50


bib@designmuseum.dk


www.designmuseum.dk


Founded in 1890 by the Industrial Association with the purpose of spreading knowledge about Danish and foreign handicrafts, the industrial arts and design. The library contains literature on theatre history, scenography, masks, dance/ ballet, shadow puppets, circus, marionette and puppet theatre. The picture collection contains theatre engravings (16th – 18th century), Danish decoration and costume drawings, Danish and foreign theatre and circus posters.
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Det Danske Filminstitut


The Danish Film Institute


museum & cinema


Vognmagergade 10


DK–1120 København K


contact


+45 33 74 34 12


bibliotek@dfi.dk


cinematek@dfi.dk


www.dfi.dk


The Museum is the home of the National Film Archive which contains a large collection of Danish and foreign films: approximately 26,000 films in all formats, both in negatives and positives. Since January 1998, the Museum has stored a copy of all films released on video in Denmark: about 1000 videos, primarily Danish and foreign feature films, Danish documentary material, TV dramas and series. The Museums documents department consists of a library for film and tv as well as a photo and poster archive. The library is the main library in this field with plays, periodicals, and press cuttings about tv and film.


[image: ]


Det Kgl. Bibliotek


The Royal Danish Library


The Royal Danish Library consists of several amalgamated libraries and collections which can be dated back to 1482. Since the year 2000, several public institutional merges have occurred which has afected both university libraries and national ones. The various merges mean that these libraries are all now a part of the Royal Danish Library.


In 1697, it became obligatory in Denmark to submit a copy of all books, newspapers, and other forms of printed materials to the Royal Danish Library. During the first 100 years the law was not particularly adhered to. The collection of published Danish materials thus lacks a number of publications. In 2005, a new law came into force which obligated the Royal Danish Library to collect material from the internet in its Net Archive.


library catalogue


www.soeg.kb.dk


contact


+45 33 47 47 47


kontaktbibliotek@kb.dk


www.kb.dk
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Det Kgl. Bibliotek – København


The Black Diamond


postal address


Søren Kierkegaards Plads 1


DK–1221 København K


Below is a list of the collections that have special relevance to the performing arts. Unless otherwise stated, they are all housed in The Black Diamond.


[image: ]


Det Kgl. Bibliotek, Teatersamlingen


The Royal Danish Library, The Theatre Collection


The Theatre Collection systematically collects plays from all Danish theatres as well as radio and tv plays. Since the majority of the material is unpublished, a large part of the collection has the status of an archive. The collection includes 14,000 printed texts and books, and approximately 22,000 performed unpublished plays. Among them are an entire collection of plays from, among others, Casino Teatret, Dagmarteatret, Nørrebros Teater, Folketeatret, Det Ny Teater, Betty Nansen Teatret etc., as well as collections from theatrical publishers and actors. Furthermore, there is a large collection from the Danish Playwrights Union. Dansearkiv. dk’s collection of dance recordings and Odin Theatre’s extensive archive are now part of the Theatre Collection. Hegermann-Lindencrone’s tape archive with 2,700 hours of recordings of performances at Danish theatres from 1948–1988 is also a part of the collection. A more specific register of the collection – registered as unregistered – can be found on the website.
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Det Kgl. Bibliotek, Musiksamlingen


The Royal Danish Library, The Music Collection


The collection consists of a main collection with both printed material and manuscripts along with a special collection consisting of, among others, the Royal Theatre’s older collection of theatre music (opera, ballets, musical comedies, between scene music etc.). The collection also houses a large number of music archives from privately owned theatres. Furthermore, there is an orchestra library with material from performances.
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Det Kgl. Bibliotek, Dansk Folkemindesamling


The Royal Danish Library, The Danish Folklore Collection


Through audio and video recordings, written material, and photos, the collection highlights ordinary people’s stories, shows, music, dance, song and clapping games, myths, local history and reminiscences as well as the meaning and use of these from 1843 to the present day. The collection contains, among others, Anders Enevig’s study collection of the history of the circus (including fun fairs in the Nordic countries), and recordings of traditional oral story telling.[image: ]


Det Kgl. Bibliotek, Håndskriftsamlingen


The Royal Danish Library, The Handwritten Manuscript Collection


The collection includes more than four and a half kilometres of shelves of handwritten items (letters, plays, personalia, etc.) from the early Middle Ages to more recent times including a good deal of theatre related material.


Among this material can be mentioned, the Royal Danish Theatre’s prompter archive (a contents list of this archive can be found under the signature Ms.phot. 247 kvart), letters, contracts, and proceedings from the Danish Dramatists Union, as well as documents concerning the Royal Danish Theatre as well as the history and repertoire of other Danish theatres. The collection also contains an extensive collection of letters, personalia, plays etc. from a wide range of actors, dancers, directors, and playwrights such as Johanne Luise Heiberg, Poul Reumert, Bodil Ipsen, August Bournonville, Harald Lander, and Flemming Flindt.
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Det Kgl. Bibliotek, Kort- og billedsamlingen


The Royal Danish Library, The Collection of Maps and Images


Throughout the centuries, The Royal Library has collected images. Firstly, engravings, thereafter, photographs. Today, images are collected digitally. A large range of theatre related material is to be found in the collection. Recently Holger Damgaard’s (1870–1945) 10.000 theatre photos from various theatres in Copenhagen taken by Holger Damgaard from 1909 to 1940 has been digitised. Not all of the items have been registered in the catalogue, but they can still be booked through kb@kb.dk.




	Klaus Lindewald (1935–1986). Extensive collection of positives and negatives from Lindewald’s job as photography for a number of theatres in Copenhagen. The photos depict both the work up to a performance as well as the final result on stage. The positives and contact sheets are archived under the respective theatres and alphabetically after the name of the performance (among others, Det Ny Teater, Gladsaxe Teater, Folketeatret, Det Danske Teater).


	H. J. Mydtskov (1887–1973), Jørgen Mydtskov (1931–2011), and Rigmor Mydtskov (1925– 2010). Theatre photographs during the period 1931–1964 taken by H. J. Mydtskov and his son Jørgen Mydtskov registered alphabetically.


	The Royal Danish Theatre. Various stage images from the Royal Theatre’s archive. Arranged alphabetically.


	The Theatre Museum’s Collection. Photographs from a number of performances at Danish theatres: Caféteatret (1969–1978, among others, from the French Studio and Theatre School), Casino (1916–1919), Dansk Skolescene (slides from Thomas P. Hjejle 1924–1938 ),HelsingørSommerteater (1914–1949), Det Kongelige Teater (1904–1960, including photographs of scenography and decoration as well as a large number of ballet photos), Det Ny Scala (1966–1972), Det Ny Teater (1908–1927), Folketeatret (ca. 1912–1930), Jørgen Blaksted Tour (1970–1998), Nørrebro (1980erne), Odense Teater (1896–1935), Rialto (1980– 2005), Scala (1970–1983), Aarhus (1952–1963) plus individual performances from various theatres. Search the collection in: REX. Proveniens: Teatermuseet


	Danish photos and theatrical decorations. Views, scrapbooks, puppet theatre. A register of Alfred Jacobsen’s publications exists.





In addition, the Museum for Danish Newspaper Cartoons has a large number of theatre drawings. The Royal Danish Library holds the digital part of the collection whereas the physical part has been moved to the museum Den Gamle By.


The National Collection of Photograpy has a number of theatre photos. They can be found here: www.kulturarv.dk/kid/VisMuseum.do?museumId=358.


In ’Diverse samlingen’ can be found stage and stage setting photographs (see also for example: ”Danske billeder”, ”dukketeaterdekorationer”), photographs of non-identifiable stage artists as well as theatre posters (these can also be found under Danske afdeling /Småtryk)


A number of theatre photos can also be found in some of the other of the Royal Library’s collections (the newspaper archive among others). Some have been digitised and can be sought in the digital collection.
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Det Kgl. Bibliotek, Småtrykssamlingen


The Royal Danish Library, The Collection of Pamphlets and Corporate Publications


The pamphlet collection is divided into a number of groupings, among them, Theatre. This includes programmes, reports, accounts, journals, articles of association etc. from individual theatres, ensembles, and their various associates (children’s theatres, local theatres, touring theatres, open-air theatres, amateur theatres, revues, puppet theatres, and school theatres). In addition, this part of the collection contains items from theatre associations, professional associations, the Danish Actors Union, festivals, guest performances, theatre calendars and more. Not everything is registered in the catalogue. If you cannot find what you are looking for, you can write directly to the Collection of Pamphlets and Corporate Publications via


kontaktbiblioteket@kb.dk.
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Det Kgl. Bibliotek, Danmarks Kunstbibliotek


Danish National Art Library – Royal Danish Library


postal address


Postboks 2149


DK–1016 København K


address for visitors


Nyhavn 2


DK–1051 København K


(Lending department)


address for visitors


Transformervej 21B


DK–2860 Søborg


(Reading room, by appointment only)


contact


dkb@kb.dk


www.kunstbib.dk


www.kb.dk


+45 33 74 48 02


Established in 1758. The main library for architecture, sculpture, painting, photography, art history, and museology. Amalgamated with the Royal Danish Library 1st January 2017. The collection contains books, periodicals, photographs, slides and architectural drawings, architectural models, and an archive collection of painters and architects including models and drawings of theatre buildings.
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Det Kgl. Bibliotek – Aarhus


The Royal Danish Library – Aarhus


postal address


Victor Albecks Vej 1


DK–8000 Aarhus C


contact


+45 89 46 20 22


kb@kb.dk


The home of the National Newspaper Collection and the National Media Collection (www. mediestream.dk). Aarhus University Library, Kasernen is the library and service centre for students and employees of the Department of Dramaturgy: library.au.dk/betjeningssteder/ kasernen. All the material at the library can be sought for via library.au.dk.


The library receives plays from Aarhus Teater for the use of students of the Department of Dramaturgy and by individual request.


Theatre related material: monographs, periodicals, music, gramophone records, and radio/tv. Various materials can also be found in the Maps and Images Collection and the Handwritten Manuscript Collection. The Royal Danish Library – Aarhus also offers access to the National Media Collection’s many digital compilations of radio, tv, music, film, and sound.
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Det Kongelige Teaters Bibliotek og Arkiv


The Royal Theatre’s Archives and Library


The Royal Theatre’s Archives and Library has been closed. Its materials can now be found at the Danish National Archive (Rigsarkivet) and the Royal Danish Library respectively. A costume database can be found here: medie.kglteater.dk/dragtdatabase/login/welcome.jspx.


[image: ]


Det Kongelige Teaters Musikarkiv


Music Library, The Royal Danish Theatre


postal address


Postboks 2185


DK–1017 København K


adgang operaen


Ekvipagemestervej 10


DK–1438 København K


contact


+45 33 69 37 38


musikarkiv@kglteater.dk


www.kglteater.dk


Access is for the Royal Danish Theatre’s personnel as well as by individual appointment. It has its own cataloguing system: title of the performance and, if appropriate, composer.


Established in approximately 1770, when the registering of musical scores for operas and ballets began. In the 1950s, the library was established as an independent department of the Royal Danish Theatre. The collections contain scores for operas, ballets and plays. Items are partly deposited at the Royal Danish Library (Music Collection).


[image: ]


Dokumentationscentralen for nordisk gruppeteater


The Documentation Center for Theatre-groups


postal address


Theatre and Performance Studies


Institute for Art and Cultural Studies


University of Copenhagen


Karen Blixens Vej 1


DK–2300 København S


The collection is in the basement archive. Enquiries to emeritus Stig Jarl stigjarl@hum.ku.dk.


The collection was established in 1974 on the initiative of then Professor Kela Kvam and thereafter run by a group of Theatre Studies students.


The collection includes, among other items, plays, photos, posters, sound recordings (reel-to-reel and cassette tapes) pertaining to Danish workers theatre between the wars and Danish group theatre from 1972 to 1980.


The collection also includes items pertaining to Swedish and Norwegian group theatre from 1972 to 1980, plus items regarding theatre and cultural policies pertaining to Denmark, Norway, and Sweden from the same period.
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KADK Biblioteket for Arkitektur, Design, Konservering & Scenekunst
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