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Introduction

	Apple introduced its latest flagship smartphones, the iPhone 16 and iPhone 16 Plus, on September 9, 2024. These devices are part of a lineup that also includes the more premium iPhone 16 Pro and iPhone 16 Pro Max.

	A key feature of the iPhone 16 series is its integration with Apple Intelligence, a personal AI system designed to provide contextually relevant information while prioritizing user privacy. The series also boasts enhanced camera capabilities, including Camera Control for more creative recording options and faster access to visual intelligence.

	The iPhone 16 and 16 Plus feature a powerful camera system that includes a 48MP Fusion camera with a 2x Telephoto lens, effectively offering two cameras in one. Additionally, a new Ultra Wide camera enables macro photography. The vertical arrangement of the cameras on these models allows for spatial video capture, which can be experienced on Apple Vision Pro. The Ultra Wide Camera has been further improved with autofocus for enhanced macro shots.

	Below are the iPhone 16 and 16 Pro, and in this series the lines that separate them have blurred more than ever. Apple added a host of new features to both phones, and where the regular iPhone is often a dumbed down version (from previous years), that seem to be changing a little, and can make it harder to decide which model to choose. Making the right choice often boils down to personal preference and how you use your phone. 

	[image: Image]

	The iPhone 16 series introduces next-generation photographic styles that allow users to customize their images. Additionally, spatial photo and video recording capabilities on Apple Vision Pro offer an immersive way to relive life's moments in stunning depth.

	Powered by the new A18 chip, the iPhone 16 delivers enhanced performance and efficiency, enabling demanding AAA games and extended battery life. A notable addition to the standard iPhone lineup is the Action button. This customizable button allows users to assign various functions or shortcuts for quick access.

	Camera Control represents a significant advancement in how the iPhone interacts with its camera. Recognizing the camera as a central feature of the iPhone, Apple has focused on improving the user experience and functionality.
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	Limitations and Pricing

	While the iPhone 16 series offers several advancements, some critics have expressed disappointment over its continued use of a 60Hz display, especially when compared to competitors offering higher refresh rates at similar price points. Additionally, although the design is sleek and modern, compromises such as slower USB 2.0 speeds, the absence of an always-on display, and the lack of a dedicated telephoto camera might be drawbacks for consumers seeking premium features.

	In terms of pricing, the iPhone 16 starts at $799, offering a balanced combination of features and affordability. For those looking for a more advanced upgrade, the iPhone 16 Pro models feature an upgraded A18 Pro CPU, larger displays, ProMotion display technology, and a triple-lens camera system.

	If you're upgrading from an iPhone 13 or an earlier model, the iPhone 16 is a worthwhile choice. It includes the new high-performance chip, Apple Intelligence support, and essential features like Crash Detection and Emergency SOS via Satellite.

	Design and Display

	The iPhone 16 Pro and iPhone 16 Pro Max share a similar exterior design, with the primary distinction being their larger sizes. The Pro models feature 6.3-inch and 6.9-inch displays, making them the largest iPhones in their respective categories to date. In comparison, the iPhone 16 and iPhone 16 Plus retain their 6.1-inch and 6.7-inch displays.
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	The Pro variants stand out with noticeably thinner bezels. While the standard iPhones boast a wider range of vibrant colors, the Pro models offer a more subdued palette. Color options for the iPhone 16 Pro include Natural Titanium, Black Titanium, White Titanium, and Desert Titanium, while the iPhone 16 and iPhone 16 Plus are available in White, Black, Teal, Pink, and Ultramarine.
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	Screen Specifications and Design Elements

	The iPhone 16 series maintains a consistent screen experience, featuring Dynamic Island, an always-on display, ProMotion technology, True Tone, and a pixel density of 460 ppi. The titanium edge retains its rounded design, while the back glass maintains its textured finish.

	The phone's exterior includes antenna bands on the top and sides, as well as a power button on the right and volume and Action buttons on the left. The Action button, introduced with the iPhone 15 Pro models, is now available on the iPhone 16. A Camera Control button has been added below the power button, allowing for quick image and video capture.

	Apple has removed the dedicated 5G mmWave antenna, integrating it into the frame in the United States. The mmWave antenna is not available in other regions. The bottom of the iPhone 16 models houses speaker holes, a microphone, and a USB-C charging port. While some countries offer a SIM slot, physical SIM cards have not been included with iPhones sold in the United States for several years.

	The rear camera bump has undergone a redesign, transitioning from a diagonally positioned lens to a two-lens pill-shaped vertical configuration. This change aligns with the iPhone's spatial photo and video recording capabilities.

	Who Should Consider the iPhone 16?

	If you haven't upgraded your iPhone in several years, the iPhone 16 is a compelling option. Users with devices older than the iPhone 12 series may find the significant advancements in the iPhone 16 range to be a worthwhile upgrade.

	However, if you've recently purchased a new smartphone and are satisfied with your current device, it might be prudent to wait. The iPhone 16's potential enhancements are unlikely to justify an immediate upgrade for users of the iPhone 15, iPhone 14, or iPhone 13 series. Ultimately, the decision may also be influenced by factors like fear of missing out (FOMO) and the desire to always have the latest technology.

	 

	 

	 


CHAPTER ONE

	GETTING STARTED

	 

	Unboxing

	Apple's commitment to sustainability continues with the iPhone 16 series, evident in the reduced packaging size. The packaging is now 6% smaller than its predecessors, achieved through a redesigned internal layout. Inside, you'll find the phone, a USB-C connector, a SIM ejector, and, notably, the absence of Apple stickers. A significant step towards environmental friendliness is the use of 100% wood fiber-based packaging.
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	The unboxing process reveals a new design element: the images of the phone's back are displayed on the front of the box rather than on the phone screen. The color of your chosen device is prominently featured. The packaging features pull tabs at the top and bottom, with the storage variant indicated on the bottom.

	Inside, you'll discover a braided USB-C to USB-C cable, offering increased durability compared to previous models. This upgrade ensures a reliable connection for years to come, even with frequent use. Apple's decision to eliminate stickers in the iPhone 16 packaging aligns with its focus on a streamlined and eco-friendly experience, reducing waste while providing essential items.
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	In terms of weight, the iPhone 16 weighs in at 6.0 ounces (170 grams), while the 16 Plus is slightly heavier at 7.03 ounces (199 grams). Both models are marginally lighter than their predecessors. 
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	Setting Up

	The displays are the same this year, with no increase in size. 
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	If you have your old iPhone with you, you can easily transfer data to your new iPhone by connecting the accounts and entering the passcode sent to the older device.
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	Once your new iPhone is activated, you'll be prompted to set up an e-SIM. Proceed to the Data and Privacy screen and tap Continue. Next, set up Face ID by following the on-screen instructions and positioning your face in the designated area. You'll then be presented with the option to transfer data from your old iPhone or set up the new device as a new device. Choose the appropriate option.
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	The iPhone will then set up your account and sign you in after you agree to the Terms and Conditions. You'll see a screen that says "Make This Your New Phone," with options to Continue or Customize.
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	You'll then see a screen for automatically managing software updates. Select "Download Automatically." Next, enable Location Services for apps like Maps. You also have the option to transfer your phone number or skip this step for later. 
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	The setup process will guide you through configuring Camera Control. Click Continue to proceed. You'll then be asked if you want to continue participating in the beta program or skip it. After confirming Emergency SOS, the setup is complete, and you'll receive a welcome message. 

	 

	Key Features to Discover

	Home Screen Customization: The iPhone 16 offers extensive customization options for your home screen. For the first time, you can freely move icons to any desired position. You can even change the color of individual icons to match your wallpaper and create a personalized look. Choose between dark mode or a minimalist aesthetic with large icons and hidden labels.

	Hiding and Locking Apps: You now have the flexibility to hide apps for privacy and security. Simply long-press on an app and select "Hide and require Face ID." Hidden apps are stored in a secure folder that cannot be accessed without authentication.

	Enhanced Control Center: The Control Center has undergone a redesign, featuring multiple pages that can be easily navigated with a single-hand gesture or swiping. Similar to the home screen, you can customize the layout and size of icons. Additionally, the flashlight control now includes adjustable focus, brightness, and width.

	Photos App: The Photos app now offers a streamlined experience with a single scrolling screen for categories, making it easier to access your images.

	Messages App: The Messages app includes new text animations, reactions, and emojis. You can also schedule messages for delivery at a later time. RCS text messaging ensures that photos and videos sent to Android devices are not compressed.

	Passwords App: The new Passwords app securely stores your credentials across all Apple devices.

	Notes App: The Notes app now offers instant transcription of voice notes and equation solving capabilities.

	Calculator App: The Calculator app has been updated with features like calculator history, conversion between standard and scientific modes, and easy switching between modes.
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