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    Foreword




    A personal note from the editor…





    “What if…?” was the question that gave birth to Behind the Story Books.




    When I pick up a book, from the first letter to the last, I am often completely enveloped in the novel - I'm laughing, rejoicing, fighting, and crying, side by side next to the characters. Even long after the book is finished, I found myself reminiscing about the scenes and characters over and over again in my head like a broken tape recorder – I was left high and very dry.




    One particularly pleasant evening, after closing the last page to a wonderful story, I just HAD to find out everything about the book - how it was created, how it was developed, who the author was, - everything.




    This sudden spurt of passion has led me to create and develop Behind the Story Books, to share with you - my fellow book lovers – a fan’s love for books. I hope you can see the love that went into the creation this book. Please enjoy this book and support Behind the Story Books. It is created for a fan, by a fan.




    So without further ado, I present to you…
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    “Are you ready to go backstage?”



  




  

    Props and Sets




    Book Title: Horoscopes for the Dead




    Author Name: Billy Collins




    Time it was written: 2011




    Place it was written: NEW YORK




    First publication: APRIL 5, 2011




    Publisher: RANDOM HOUSE




    Narrator: First-Person




    Point of view: FIRST-PERSON, third person




    Tone: DARK HUMOUR, SWEET, SERIOUS, THOUGHTFUL




    Tense: VARIOUS




    Setting (Time): NOT SPECIFIED




    Setting (Place): SUBURBAN




    Protagonist: NOT SPECIFIED




    Theme: DEATH, LOVE, THE SELF, NATURE, HISTORY, CULTURE




    Motif: POEMS, MUNDANE OBJECTS, SMALL ANIMALS




    Symbol: ROSES, MOUSE, TOUROISE, STONE, TWO SEATS, HOROSCOPE


  




  

    “Who’s the author anyways?”
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    Billy Collins is an American poet, professor, author and anthologist. He was born William James Collins on March 22, 1941 in New York City to parents William and Katherine Collins. It was his mother, a nurse who had left her job to care for her son personally, that nurtured in him the love of words, written and spoken. He attended Archbishop Stepinac High School in White Plains, earned his Bachelor’s Degree in English from the College of the Holy Cross in 1963 and his M.A. in English and Ph.D. in Romantic Poetry from the University of California - Riverside. In 1975, he co-founded The Mid-Atlantic Review with his good friend and co-editor Michael Shannon. He had served two terms as US Poet Laureate from 2001-2003 and was New York State Poet Laureate from 2004-2006. He received fellowship from the National Endowment for the Arts, the Guggenheim Foundation and the New York Foundation for the Arts. He taught as a Distinguished Professor at Columbia University, Sarah Lawrence College and Lehman College in the Bronx, and the City University of New York. Collins is a writer-in-residence at Sarah Lawrence College, and was recognized as a Literary Lion of the New York Public Library. He is a founding Advisory Board member of the CUNY Institute for Irish-American Studies at Lehman College and taught workshops across the US and in Ireland at the University College of Galway. He is also a Senior Distinguished Fellow of the Winter Park Institute, an affiliate of Rollins College in Florida, and a faculty member at the State University of New York-Stony Brook. He is on the editorial board at The Alaska Quarterly Review, though not actively involved since 2000. He is also at the advisory board of The Southern Review and is similarly named in other journals. (1) (2)(4)




    Collins published through the 1980s but it was his fourth book, Questions About Angels in 1991, selected by poet Edward Hirsch for the 1990 National Poetry Series, that propelled him into the literary spotlight. In his consequent books, the reviews improved. Picnic, Lightning and The Art of Drowning in 1995 especially endeared him to noted poets and critics like John Taylor. Taking Off Emily Dickinson’s Clothes in 2000 was the first collection published outside the US and was met with great acclaim in the UK. Sailing Alone Around the Room, published in spite of publisher controversy in 2001, was met with enthusiastic feedback and good sales. Nine Horses: Poems in 2002, The Trouble with Poetry in 2005, Ballistics in 2008 and Horoscopes for the Dead in 2011 have continued his sales streak by offering not just humor but also deep insight. (1)




    Collins was called “the most popular poet in America” by the New York Times. He received a six-figure sum for a three-book deal when he switched publishers from University of Pittsburgh Press to Random House, a feat that shocked the poetry world because it was unprecedented in history. (1) (2)




    Quotes about Collins have been uttered by poetry people in deference to his work as a poet. Poet Stephen Dunn said, "We seem to always know where we are in a Billy Collins poem, but not necessarily where he is going. I love to arrive with him at his arrivals. He doesn't hide things from us, as I think lesser poets do. He allows us to overhear, clearly, what he himself has discovered." (3) Poet Richard Howard also has words about him: “He has a remarkably American voice…that one recognizes immediately as being of the moment and yet has real validity besides, reaching very far into what verse can do.” (2) John Updike commended Collins for writing “lovely poems… Limpid, gently and consistently startling, more serious than they seem, they describe all the worlds that are and were and some others besides.” (1) Poet John Taylor also has praises for Collins’ style, saying: “Rarely has anyone written poems that appear so transparent on the surface yet become so ambiguous, thought-provoking, or simply wise once the reader has peered into the depths.” (1) (2)
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