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	PREFACE
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	Many of us ignore the talents, spiritual gifts and creative potentials with which God endowed us and consequently assume that we cannot make a remarkable difference in this world and in the church of Jesus-Christ. This impression is even accentuated when we see others doing exceptionally well in their gifting. But low self-esteem is not only wrong but contradicts divine objectives because God created and endowed all of us with special and amazing talents. So, those who think that they cannot do something remarkable for the world and for the church, are simply ignorant of the amazing talents and capacities lying within them. The intriguing fact about this ignorance is that it is not only detrimental to us, but also to those who were to profit from our talents and gifts if we discovered and used them. Just imagine that the Wright brothers had not invented planes, Ford had not invented cars, how many people would suffer from that lack!  The cell phone, one of the fastest and surest means of communication today, is the product of some people’s talent; just imagine they had not created it! How many people would suffer from that lack!  Just imagine that Billy Graham did not discover and use his talent of evangelism and used it to bring million souls to God, those people would die without hearing the gospel and go to hell.  Just imagine that T.B. Joshua did not discover and use his gift of miracle and healing, many people would die of sickness and problems. Just imagine that Bill Gate did not use his gift of creativity to invent the Microsoft, the world we still be struggling with traditional typewriters. The good books we read that inspire and instruct us just imagine they had not written them, how many people would suffer from that lack! The finest piece of art that stimulate our imagination; just imagine they had not painted them. 


	Of course, God did not endow all of us with the same gifts and talents. He did not endow all of us with the leadership capacity of Moses who led thousands of Israelites from Egypt to the Promise Land, nor with the management abilities of David who successfully manage his nation across a tumultuous period of transition.  God did not endow all of us with the anointing of Paul who was so anointed that handkerchief roped on his body healed all manners of sicknesses, nor with the anointing of Peter whose shadow chased out demons. No, God as not endow all of us with the scientific intelligent of Bill Gate who invented the Microsoft, nor with the technical abilities of some great inventors we see around and hear about.  Yet He endowed each of us with some gifts and talents which are as needed and useful in their time like those of any other man.  If we discover and properly develop our potential, we will be amaze as it changes the lives of others, transforms the world and advances the kingdom of God.


	Thus, my aim in writing this book is simply to create awareness in the heart of any reader and motivate him to discover, accept, develop and use his potentials. In doing so, he will surely affect his own life, that of others, the world as a whole, and the church of Jesus Christ.


	If you allow your gift, talents and creative potential to lie dormant, then you are a sleeping giant.


	 




 


	 


	DEDICATION
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	I dedicate this book to all those who will allow its message to impact their life so that they discover, develop and use the tremendous potential within them. They are the reason why the Lord gave me the message of this write-up.


	 


	 


	 




 


	 


	INTRODUCTION
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	In a quarry at Baalbek in Lebanon lies a magnificent block, almost detached and ready for transportation. It was undoubtedly intended to be placed with its fellows in the wall which supported the Temple of the Sun. So large, so grand, it is a failure, because it never filled the place for which it was destined. Like failures are many human lives. Who can tell how many men lie among the wastes and ruins of life, that God designed to fill grand places, but that, when sent, refused to go? They folded their talents away in the napkins of supposed humility, of self-distrust, or of indolence or disobedience, and buried them in the earth. Forever they will lie in the quarries, while the places in God's temple and God’s program which they were meant to fill remain forever vacant. 


	It is often said man does not know his weakness. It is quite as true; many do not know their strength. Because they have not due confidence in their powers and do not know what they are capable of accomplishing, Multitudes fail to accomplish what God created and destined them for. They are sleeping giants. Are you one of those? Let us be on our guard; God’s gifts, talents, and creative ability may be in us, but dormant that they need stirring up. Let’s verify it from chapter one.


	 




Chapter One:
WE ALL HAVE A TALENT
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	In the valley of Chamonix in France stands a very interesting monument; it presents two figures; Saussure, the great scientist, and Balmat, the guide, who was the very first to stand on the summit of Mont Blanc. Saussure on the summit of the mighty mountain did what the poor guide could not do, he observed the structure of the rocks, took observations of barometrical variations, noted the intensity of the solar rays, the mode of formation of clouds, and he described the superb scenery unfolded to his view with the feeling of an artist and the pen of a poet. Balmat could do nothing of all this but had it not been for his skill and daring, Saussure would never scaled the glorious height. So, the people immortalized both on the monument; the lowly guide, the famous philosopher, for by their mutuality they triumphed and gave mankind a new world of science and poetry. So is it ever in this world and especially in the Church; God endowed all souls and they all have the ability to serve one another in various capacities so that  they together bless the world and advance the kingdom of God.


	I- GOD DISTRIBUTES TALENTS IMPARTIALLY 


	Talent is generally defined as a natural ability to do something well and spiritual gift is defined as a spiritual endowment to work for the kingdom of God. Looking back over the years, I’ve become aware that about every ten years, or so, new gifts or talents begin to emerge, while others begin to wane or subside. I’ve discovered some talents, or abilities, that I had no idea existed as a possibility when I was in my 20s and 30s. So, Talents emerge and wane.


	Well, some days ago, I saw an article entitled: “I don’t believe in talents”.  When I read it, the author vehemently argued that talent does not exist. He considers all performances and success as due to skill and hard work, not to inborn and natural ability. To him, everybody can do everything well if he wishes. But is there really anything like talent?  Do some people possess unusual innate ability in some fields or activity? With the recent scientific advancements and the development of tools that facilitate the acquirement of skills, is natural talent real any longer? With the enormous possibility  to easily acquire skills and perform very well in any domain, is performance due to skill and hard work or just help sharpen the natural abilities already existing in us?


	The Bible says yes, talent exists. Even nature and experience prove it. The Bible uses the metaphor of the body to prove that just as any part of the body has specific unique capacities to perform some special tasks, any human is assigned particular unique abilities to do some things in this world. Those abilities are what we call talents.  Nature proves that no man is without a talent just as any creature in the universe does a particular work. 


	Experience proves that we all have a talent, as you see any person no matter how small he is or how handicapped he is, capable of doing some good to this world. So, The Bible, nature and experience prove that though hard work and skill determine performance and success, talent exists and determines performance and success in any field more than any other factor. Hence, asserting that talent and gift do not exist is not only contradictory to the Bible, but to experience and nature itself.


	However, though we believe in talent, we so easily assume that “God has forgotten us and given all gifts, talents and creative abilities to the guy next door.” So, we don’t pursue discovering those potentials. No, there’s never been a single person to whom God has not given a talent, or a single Christian to whom Christ has not given a gift. We all have a function, a role and a responsibility to play in the world and in the church. 


	God is an impartial father


	God is impartial, so He gave each man an aptitude. God gave each man a talent so that he doesn’t be useless in the world, and Christ gave any Christian a gift so that he doesn’t be redundant, or superfluous, or useless in the church. No man is useless. Each has gifts to be exercised in the world and in the church, a contribution to be made which no other person is able to make. That makes our existence in the world and in the body of Christ meaningful and useful. 


	We are not all teachers, nor evangelists, nor rulers in the church, but God gave us something distinctive and individual to use in the service of his name. It may be a ministry of intercession; it may be an ability to bring comfort and encouragement to those who are despondent. It may be the gift of hospitality, or energy and toil, of liberality, of seeing what someone else doesn’t see and doing the thing that’s necessary. Whatever the case, no Christian can say “I have nothing to offer,” nor can he say, “I have no gifts to exercise”. 


	Likewise, we are not all Picassos, nor Michael Jackson, nor Maradona, in this world. To some God gives artistic ability, to others musical ability though some musicians go to the devil for inspiration and fame, instead of demanding those things to God who gave them talents and gifts in the first place.   To others God gives the ability to make things with their hands, to others, the ability to draw, to others, the ability to write books and to others the ability to work in the farm. God gave to all, something distinctive and individual to use for the wellbeing of mankind.  Whatever the case no man can say, “I have nothing to offer to others in this world,” nor can he say, “I don’t have a talent to exercise”.  Obviously, we are not all like Bill Gates whom God extraordinarily gifted, nor will we attain the same level of power and mastery of Paul. And that’s okay. God gave great abilities to some and small abilities to others. God did not create everyone the same. 


	God endowed even pen men of the Bible with special talents; While He gifted John to write sublimely and seraphical; He gifted Paul to write spiritually and argumentatively. He gifted Peter to write fluently and mildly; Isaiah to write more court-like and lofty; Jeremiah to write priestly-like and gravely.  


	God gave different graces to the great men of the Bible, making one eminent for one thing, and another eminent for another thing.  So, Abraham is eminent for faith, Job for patience, Moses for meekness, Timothy for temperance. He gave different tempers to men; some are modest and mild, others bold and zealous, and others exemplary for strictness and discipline. Any man is gifted according to his assignment on this earth. God gave each normal person the capacity to achieve his divine end. God not only chooses to whom he gives gifts; he also chooses what gift he gives to each person. 


	Yet, we all have some talent, and can attain a level of mastery in it as God destined. Therefore, every person must have a concern for self, and feel a responsibility to discover one’s mission in life. Your gifts are part of you. They are part of the person that God created you to be. Any man has some divine endowment, or aptitude, or ability, just as God apportioned him. The beauty of creation is enriched by the fact that God assigned a function to any man and any creature. Surely, He endowed some with more talent than others, but He left none of us without talent. Potential powers of creativity exist within us, and we have a duty to work assiduously to discover these powers. A man hardly has the talent and gift for all things, yet no man ever lacks the talent and gift for something.


	The impartial God knew that we each need certain talents to support the work of His kingdom and to make our way on this earthly journey. So, He endowed each one of us with gifts, talents and creative abilities.  Every person has special abilities, and a unique collection of talents. That is what makes us individuals. 


	Perhaps you think that God did not endow you with any particular talent. But if you take a closer look at yourself, you’ll discover some ability you possess in more abundance than others. Sure, someone out there is even better at this particular ability, but that’s not the point; you also have an increased ability in this area relative to your other skills and aptitudes. Maybe you’re a better athlete than musician, or maybe you’re a better artist than mathematician. May be you are a better preacher than teacher, or you are good at prayer than evangelism. That ability that abounds in you and makes you better than some people in that area is called talent. God endows any man with at least one natural talent, and Christ endows any Christian with at least one spiritual gift. 


	Anyhow, what is the difference between a natural talent and a spiritual gift?


	II- DIFFERENCE BETWEEN GIFTS AND TALENTS


	Talents and spiritual gifts have both similarities and differences. Both are gifts from God. Both grow in effectiveness with use. Both are intended to be used on behalf of others, not for selfish purposes. First Corinthians 12:7 states that God gave us spiritual gifts to benefit others and not ourselves. As the two great commandments deal with loving God and others, it follows that one should use his talents for those purposes. A person (regardless of his belief in God or in Christ) is given a natural talent as a result of a combination of genetics (some have natural ability in music, art, or mathematics) and surroundings (growing up in a musical family aids one in developing a talent for music), or because God desired to endow certain individuals with certain talents (for example, Bezalel in Exodus 31:1-6). 


	On the other hand, the Holy Spirit gives Spiritual gifts to all believers (Romans 12:3, 6) at the time they place their faith in Christ for the forgiveness of their sins. At that moment, the Holy Spirit gives to the new believer the spiritual gift(s) He desires the believer to have (1 so every Christian received his own gifts from Christ, and we have to reckon with their presence in our lives, and the place they carve out for us in the church. 


	God gives us Talents at natural birth but gives us spiritual gifts at spiritual birth. Very often, talents are inherited, but, Gifts Are always received. This is perhaps the biggest and most important difference. Natural talents are those abilities inherited from one’s parents and nurtured in the context of one’s family. We all know people who are talented and come from a long line of family members who share the same talent.  E.g. many footballers are sons of ex footballers and many musicians are sons and daughters of ex-musicians. Natural talents are just that: “natural”! They are attributed to the natural genetic material existing within all of us, passed down from generation to generation. Spiritual gifts, on the other hand, come directly from the Spirit of God; that’s why they are called “gifts” in the first place! The “Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills.” God imparts us with Natural talents at our natural birth; but gives us spiritual gifts when we born again.


	Both the Saved and Unsaved have Talents.  But only the Saved have Gifts. Everyone, both believer and non-believer, has some sort of talent, but only believers have spiritual gifts. We all develop our natural talents with hard work and perseverance; we practice and train and along the way we achieve the expected results. Spiritual gifts, on the other hand, we increase by maturing in our relationship with God:


	To summarize the differences between spiritual gifts and talents: 1) A talent is the result of genetics and/or training, while a spiritual gift is the result of the power of the Holy Spirit. 2) Both Christian and non-Christian possess a talent, while spiritual gifts are only possessed by Christians. 3) While we use both talents and spiritual gifts for God’s glory and to minister to others, God destined spiritual gifts solely to serve His purposes, while talents can be used entirely for non-spiritual purposes. 


	Some Christian teachers assume that a non-Christian’s potentials are purely natural talents whereas a Christian’s potential are purely spiritual gifts. Others admit over-lap and even co-identity between a Christian’s potentials.  In my opinion, the second group is right; a Christian has both natural talents and spiritual gifts. So they co-exist and overlap in him, and he uses each for the glory of God.  To illustrate overlapping and co-identity, let’s say you are a talented leader and you then become a Christian. If God decides to use you in some role of leadership, you just find your talent greatly multiplied when God gives you the spiritual gift of leadership. You now discover that your leadership skills now that you a Christian greatly supersede those you had prior to being saved. In this case, your natural talent of leadership co-exists with your spiritual gift of leadership.  God always surprises us in this issue, in the sense that most of the time your spiritual gifts coincide with your natural abilities.  For instance, before Apostle Paul believed he had a natural talent for speaking, was a natural leader as we see him playing a leadership role in the persecution of the church, and also had a natural analytical mind. When he got converted, God gifted him with the spiritual gifts of leadership and speaking which coincided with his natural talents of leadership and speaking; and gifted him with the spiritual gift of writing, which needed his natural analytical mind. Moreover, we have seen many people who had a natural talent for singing; receive a spiritual gift for singing at their conversion.  The God you believed in is more sublime and mysterious than you imagine!


	Anyhow, rather than seeing talent and gifts as something only certain people possess, recognize that you also possess them. Put in the hours to bring them out of you because God endowed you with them for a purpose. If you do, you live a fulfilled life, influence your neighbor for good, contribute to the wellbeing of the world, advance the kingdom of God, and be congratulated by God when you die. But if you continue to see yourself as a “nobody”, know that you are just a sleeping giant because God has certainly made you a “somebody”, only that you ignore it.


	Our awesome God created everyone with unique abilities and talents to help serve our brothers and sisters in Christ. So, don’t be a sleeping giant.


	 




Chapter Two: 
WE HAVE DIFFERENT TALENTS
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	Christopher Columbus was gifted and talented to discover America, but queen Isabella of Spain was gifted and talented to sponsor the trip. In fact, “christoforo Colombo” the young Italian grew up with love for the sea. He went to sea as a teenager and made possible voyages to England and Iceland. He became an excellent mapmaker in the process. Aristotle proposed the idea of a “round” earth, but even in Columbus time, few believed it. Columbus was willing to risk his life to find out. So, one day, he determined to find a direct route to the East and began immediately to seek funding for the voyage. After being turned down many times, he went to Spain and spent years presenting his case to Isabella and Ferdinand. From time to time, he retreated to monasteries to rest, and while at a convent at La Rahiba, he met Juan Perez, Queen Isabella’s former confessor. Perez wrote a letter to the queen on Columbus’s behalf, and the queen subsequently sold some of her personal jewels to outfit three vessels for the voyage. On august 3, 1492 Columbus sailed from Palos, for an adventure which despite many vicissitudes led to the discovery of America. 


	Likewise, the blind fanny Crosby had the gift and talent to write hymns but Phoebe Palmer Knapp, had the gift and talent to compose the tunes. That beautiful combination of gift and talent led to the composition of heart searching hymns such as “I am thine, O Lord”, “to God be the Glory”, but especially “Blessed Assurance”.  In effect, books report that the day the famous “blessed Assurance” was to be compose, that memorable day in 1873; Palmer Knapp brought a tune she had composed to Crosby. Crosby asked Knapp to play the tune for her on the organ as the former knelt in prayer nearby. She played it a second time and then a third. The blind woman finally responded, “That says, ‘blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! O what a foretaste of glory divine!” That timeless hymn, that continues to bless our soul and inspire our steps today. God gave a talent to any of us, but He gave us different talents.


	From our mother’s womb the wise God endowed and prepared any one of us accordingly for the work we have to do on this earth. So He gifted all of us, differently.


	GOD GIFTED US DIFFERENTLY 


	Gifted differently here means that, we have our particular gifts and talents that only we can perform effectively. It also means that we cannot perform some gifts and talents effectively because God did not destine those for us. God gifted some people for one thing and others for another. Doubtless, with scientific advances attained in our generation, we use plastic surgery to make all men look alike. But God never intended it to be so. He is a God of variety and endowed men his creatures differently. Not everyone is a genius mathematician. Not everyone is Picasso with the pencil. Not everyone is Apostle Paul in speaking.  Not everyone is TB. Joshua in doing miracles. Not everyone is everyone.


	Talents and spiritual gifts are like features of the body, you are born with them. You come to the natural world with your natural talents and come to the spiritual world with your spiritual gifts.  Assuredly, just as we do with plastic surgery adjusting the features of our body to our taste, we adjust our natural talents and spiritual gifts to our taste.  But that is counterfeit and fighting with nature. What is natural flows naturally and cannot be simulated without gross mistakes and consequences. What if God should command the flowers to appear before Him, and the sunflower should come bending low with shame because it was not a violet, and the violet should come striving to lift itself up to be like a sunflower, and the lily should seek to gain the bloom of the rose, and the rose the whiteness of the lily; each one disdaining itself, and seeking to grow into the likeness of the other? God would say, "Stop foolish flowers! I gave you your own forms and hues, and odors, and I wish you to bring what you have received. O sunflower, come as a sunflower; and you sweet violet, come as a violet; let the rose bring the rose's bloom, and the lily the lily's whiteness." 
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