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      "That'll be six twenty-three," Robbie Webb told the customer across the counter.

      The twenty-year-old hated her job. How degrading it was to work behind the counter at a convenience store, especially when her high school friends were in college preparing for well-paying jobs.

      Robbie tried. She enrolled at LSU with a goal for a degree in education. She loved children. Teaching third-grade students was her nirvana. Why third grade? She didn't know. But that was where her heart led her.

      There was a difference between college and Zachary High School. At the university, Robbie could no longer pass the tests without attending classes and studying. Both cramped Robbie's social life. She didn't want to give up the parties. They made her feel alive. In class, she felt like she was already six feet under.

      She quit college after six weeks and took this job. It was supposed to be temporary until her dream job arrived. She was still dreaming two years later.

      Ringing up beer, lottery tickets, and smokes was now her life. A long way from where she dreamed when accepting her high school diploma. She changed her plans. There was more than one way to the top of the mountain.

      "Give me your money," the rough voice said.

      Robbie awoke from her daydreams. Standing on the other side of the counter stood a man in a ski mask. He wore a long sleeve shirt and rider gloves. Those details took a backseat to the most important one. That being the enormous gun he held.

      The sales clerk knew little about guns. The nuances between a revolver and a pistol escaped her. All she could see was the hole at the end of the barrel.

      "Quit stalling, or I'll shoot," the man said.

      Robbie wasted no time. She cleaned out the till, even the money under the tray. He grabbed the paper money and shoved it into a small bag, leaving the coins on the counter.

      Her eyes blinked when he stared at her. There was a familiarity about his. The gun moved less than one inch. At the blast, Robbie's knees buckled. She sank behind the barrier.
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      Andy Rowinski responded to the call. He had worked six years as a patrol deputy in East Baton Rouge Parish. This was his first year as a detective. The gold standard was a hitch in the homicide department. Andy had to put in his time in the robbery and burglary division to even being considered.

      "Which way did the robber flee?" he asked while looking at the bullet hole in the rack behind the counter.

      "I don't know," Robbie said. "I fainted when he fired that awful gun."

      "What did his voice sound like?"

      "A man," Robbie said. "Young man. Maybe my age or a little older."

      "How tall?" Andy asked.

      "About your height. Also, about your build. He wasn't fat like most guys get after school."

      "How much did he get?"

      "Four hundred and eleven dollars. We were having a good night until he showed up."

      "Is anything other than money missing?"

      Robbie nodded. "He must have taken the lottery tickets. They were gone when I woke up."

      "What lotteries do you carry?"

      "Powerball, Louisiana Lotto, and three small ones."

      "Can you describe his clothing?"

      "He wore a black ski mask with eye holes. A long-sleeve blue shirt with buttons. Blue jeans. And some of those gloves like guys with motorcycles wear."

      "Anything else you saw that might help us nab him? Anything at all?"

      "His eyes," Robbie said. "They looked familiar."

      "How so?"

      "I think I've seen them before."
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