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INTRODUCTION




    Believers need the Holy Spirit to function properly in their calling. Being under the influence or power of the Holy Spirit makes our lives and journey very easy. Nobody can do the will of God without the Holy Spirit. He is only person who can empower you to function actively or effectively in the things of God. Whether you are a businessman or woman, pastor, prophet, bishop, president, etc. You need Holy Spirit! Holy Spirit is the spirit of God who empower men of God to do his work. It is difficult or impossible to work with God without the Holy Spirit because you cannot do things right. Operating under his power brings you into the realm of his authority. I mean you see his acting power real in manifestation.


  




  

    
Chapter One

WHOSE CONTROL ARE YOU UNDER?




    "Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?" (John 11:40)




    Many today accept the name of Jesus Christ but not the life of Jesus Christ. When I say, ’The life of Jesus Christ’, I mean "God’s kind of lifestyle." God’s kind of lifestyle says that no matter the situation you are in as a Christian, you can be happy even when there is nothing to be happy about on the outside.




    In other words, God’s kind of lifestyle is a lifestyle based on positive faith: that is, positive thinking, positive talking and positive acting. As Christians, how many of you would say, "Thank You Lord for healing me," whereas you are still in pain? How many of you would say, "Thank You Lord for blessing me," whereas the signs of poverty are still there? How many of you would say, "Thank You Lord for setting me free," whereas you are yet to obtain real freedom? Today, when you are sick and it is time to pray, you pray for healing. When you are poor and it is time to pray, you pray for blessing. When you are blessed and it is time to pray, you give thanks to God. Everybody is exposed to things which are not consistent with God’s word. If these things control your feelings and your feelings control your faith, you can be a Christian, yet controlled by Satan’s devices.




    

      SEE BEYOND YOUR PRESENT SITUATION




      John 11:32,38-41. This is all about Mary and Martha at the graveside of their brother, Lazarus.


    




    "When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died…" Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance. "Take away the stone," he said Martha, the sister of the dead man, ’by this time there is a bad odour, for he has been there four days.’ Then Jesus said, "Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?’ So, they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, "Father, I thank you that you have heard me."




    Here, the two sisters, Mary and Martha were unable to see beyond the death of their beloved brother. What they could see, was a dead body that was inside the tomb for the past four days, but Jesus, being under the control of the Holy Spirit, saw beyond the grave; beyond the grave, there was life. As a Christian, when you keep looking at things from the outside like Mary and Martha, you cannot have a right judgement.




    Mary blamed her situation on Jesus, even by saying, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died," as if Jesus was the One responsible for the death of her brother, Lazarus. Mary failed to understand that as Christians, God chooses what we go through; we choose how we go through it. In other words, we are responsible for what we give our attention to. Since we are responsible for what we give our attention to, it is unnecessary to blame our situation on anyone. As Christians, our situation may look painful, yet it is not because it is not unto death but to the glory of God.




    Now, let us look at Jesus’ prayer. He said, "Father, I thank you that you have heard me." This is a prayer of thanksgiving. Naturally, the situation did not call for thanksgiving, but for crying, weeping and mourning because the dead body was on the ground. But Jesus, being under the control of the Holy Spirit was not influenced by the happenings around Him. This means that when you are under the control of the Holy Spirit, nothing can discourage you; nothing can overwhelm you and nothing can influence you because the Holy Spirit is the best influencer.




    Are you under the control of the Holy Spirit? If you are under the control of the Holy Spirit, you would do things as if Jesus were the One doing them. You would speak as if Jesus were the One speaking. You would teach as if Jesus were the One teaching. You would pray as if Jesus were the One praying.




    Whose control are you under?




    In Mathew 7:20, the Bible says, "By their fruits you shall know them." This means a Christian must be known by the fruit of the Spirit; this should be his trademark. But what is happening among Christians today? We profess affinity or closeness to Chris according to the flesh, while we are unchanged in the heart and life. Many people say, "I’m a Christian, I am a born again, I gave my life to Christ 25 years ago…" If you say you are a Christian, this means you are a divine image bearer of God; you mirror Jesus, and your life comes from Christ. Unless this claim is tested in a real situation, your claim will remain suspect.
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