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Void


It’s drizzling filthy smog.


Christmas chaos in the town. Lights decorations parcels. Over-dressed trees. People swarm in and out of shops like mad.


Spend spend spend. Hammering in the head. Obsession. Mental illness.
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The recession hits hard.


They tell us everyone is producing and buying


But the recession continues. Getting worse, actually.


And everyone blames everyone else.


Perhaps not so much at Christmas. But Boxing Day is the same as ever.


Jo walks amidst the crowd. And buys nothing. The only person maybe.


How disgusting. Aren’t you ashamed!? Parasite! Leech!


And he doesn’t even feel responsible. Doesn’t think of it. Couldn’t care less.


He’s looking for the girl in the red coat. Desperately.


It just happened, without warning. He was writing in his study and suddenly he felt a ferocious void within his heart. A rabid dog mauling him inside. He couldn’t breathe. He was gasping. At first he thought of angina pectoris. A heart attack.


But no. It was her. Her, who wasn’t there.


A blood clot travelling around his arteries that reached its destination


Jo grabbed his jacket, got into the car and swooped down on the town.


The small car panted along the country roads, catching its breath only in the town traffic. In the Christmas mire. In the blaring euphoria.
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