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	In the past the people have always been unsure of how the world came to be. Every religion has its own theories or beliefs and stories about the origins of earth and the human race. Ancient Egyptians were no exception and even had their own mythology of creation Myths.

	Unlike many of the major religions today that are monotheistic (mo-now-thee-i-stuhk) (worship one god), the ancient Egyptians were polytheistic (po-lee-thee-i-stuhk). This meant that they worshipped many gods.

	It was commonplace for each city to have a distinct god of patronage. Therefore, even though similar elements of the story of creation are found in all versions, every city's version of the myth was a little different. We're going to discuss the four main creation stories from the ancient Egyptian cities of Heliopolis (heh-lee-o-puh-luhs), Hermopolis (her-mo-puh-luhs), Memphis (mem-fuhs), and Thebes (theebz).

	All the creation myths are based on the sun god. There are different versions of the sun god and often used interchangeably. Ra (or Re) is the Egyptian word for sun and sun god. However, there was Amun (midday sun) and Atum (evening sun). Ra would also join with other gods, including Horus (haw-ruhs) and Horus (haw-ruhs), with whom he was named Ra-Horakhty (morning sun). Ra was the god of the sun and the sun itself. He was often depicted as having the head of the falcon.

	A representation of Ra in the tomb of Nefertari.

	Heliopolis

	The story of the creation of Heliopolis is possibly the most well-known and popular version. At first there was nothing but an endless, dark expanse of water known as Nun. Within the Nun was Heka, the god of magic. From the Nun a hill, Ben-Ben emerged along with the sun god Atum. Through the power of Heka, Atum created the first two gods, Shu (the god of air) and Tefnut (the goddess of moisture). Shu and Tefnut were then lost in the Nun. They were missing for long enough that Atum removed his eyes to look for them. As soon as his kids returned, Atum was crying tears of happiness. These tears were shared by women and men.

	The gods then realized that there was no place for humans to exist. Therefore, Shu and Tefnut gave birth to Geb (the earth) and Nut (the sky). Geb and Nut were in love with each other to the point of madness. This upset Atum and the god punished them by sending Nut away to the heavens, so that the lovers could not touch. Nut had already given birth and was blessed with five gods: Osiris (ow-sai-ruhs), Isis (ai-suhs), Set, Horus, and Nephthys (nep-theez).

	Osiris was the king of the Earth, with Isis as his wife. Together they established Egypt as well as the Nile River to provide for humanity. Osiris ensured that he acted in the spirit of ma'at (harmony) and to maintain order in everything. His brother Set was jealous, and he got him to enter the coffin and throwing it into the Nile. Set then informed everyone that Osiris had died and was going to rule the earth.

	Isis was skeptical and set off in search for her husband. She eventually discovered him and buried his body in the care of her sister Nephthys. Set was convinced that the sisters had been lying to him, and were trying to bring him back to life. He discovered the body, and then cut it in pieces and scattered the pieces across the world, where they couldn't be discovered. Isis was able to find nearly all Osiris and bring Osiris back to life, however, he was not complete. Because he was insufficient and not complete, he was unable to control the world. So, he was the ruler of the underworld.
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