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To James 





































9 
You wonder, 
“Is the party elsewhere?” 

































13 
If you decide to leave, 
keep your cool. 
Even if it upsets 
ancient harmonies 

































17 
and doors close, 

































21 
be certain 
that the rain will stop. 

































25 
The chosen land 
smells of jasmine and lavender, 
but also of sulphur. 

































29 
They will await your fall 
with obstacles at every step 
and the precise phrase 
to make you doubt. 

































33 
Despite living hidden, 
disguised behind silence, 
you will feel the lash. 

































37 
They’ll say, 
“There are wolves on the road!”, 
but they have never been seen. 

































41 
Pay no heed 
and take the leap. 

































45 
Angels in the shadow 
wait for the right moment 
to open their arms 
and come to meet you, 
balancing out disdain 
and silence. 

































49 
Now look up to 
the signs that appear in the sky. 
If they conﬁrm 
that the choice is right, 
stand fast. 

































53 
Without support, 
you are surrounded by watchers 
who want no change. 

































57 
Against their onslaught, 
use different weapons 
and push yourself to be better. 
Art is your shield, 
patience, your armour. 
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