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Deep in the heart of Whitehall, up an unnoticeable side road, is an unassuming office block. Unremarkable on the outside, inside it buzzes and bustles with activity. Civil servants hard at work – researching, compiling, cross-checking facts and trivia, questions and puzzles. This is The Ministry of Quizzes.


Formed by the 1957 Quizzing and Puzzling Act, from a merger between the Board of General Knowledge and the Office of Quizmasters, this small but essential government department is the national authority on all matters relating to quizzes, trivia and puzzles. Often overlooked, operating in the shadow of the other great offices of state, the officials of this curious and little-known corner of government work diligently and tirelessly to carry out the vital work of documenting, processing, vetting and overseeing all the nation’s quiz-related affairs.


Now for the first time, their work can be revealed.


The author was given unique access by officials, observing their day-to-day operations, sitting in on their committees and reviewing and analyzing their copious output. He was shown the inner workings of the Ministry, and the actions and activities of the Ministry’s various sub-departments. The Office for Connections, Sequences and Other Coincidences, whose brief is to investigate and discover patterns and relationships between facts. The Secretariat of Specialist Topics, who research and categorize specific areas of general knowledge. Even the secretive Office of Enigmas, Conundrums and Other Devious Puzzles, who preside over some of the department’s most perplexing problem-setting.


This book is the result. A comprehensive, varied and in-depth compilation of the fascinating work of this enigmatic and much-loved national institution.
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The officials of The Ministry of Quizzes are sticklers for rules and process. But the main advice on how to use this book is not to follow any particular method and navigate as you wish. Just don’t tell the Ministry that.


The book is a compendium of different formats of quizzes and puzzles, each with a reference to its set of answers in the back. There is no particular sequence or order; the different quizzes are evenly distributed throughout the book. So is the difficulty of questions. If you are already tearing your hair out at page one, at least be comforted that the questions won’t get any harder.


Quizzes are always better played with others! If you are in a group – whether you’re on holiday, gathered around a dinner table or just down the pub – have a pencil and paper to hand and appoint someone as quizmaster. Decide in advance how many rounds you will play. Scoring suggestions are included with the answers to each set of questions. Alternatively, make up your own games.


You can play the book on your own, of course, and you’ll find some of the quiz formats are well suited to solo play. And you are welcome to browse and harvest the questions for your own quizzes.


Care has been taken with each of the 1,837 questions in this book, but inevitably, even with the resources of the Ministry, amid this quantity of information factual inaccuracies can appear. Errors can creep in through the passage of time, debatable or disputed subject matter or just plain . . . ahem. In this event, the policy of the Ministry is to offer a full and frank apology, and do everything possible to avoid an independent enquiry.
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The relationship between quiz-setter and quiz-solver is not always an easy one. Difficult questions can alienate an audience. But make them too easy and there is no challenge and little reward. The problem for the quiz-setter is that knowledge is binary – you either know the answer or you don’t. And what is ‘hard’ varies from person to person, and depending on the type of quiz. A question an individual may struggle with can be easy pickings for a quiz team. Nothing, of course, beats the satisfaction of being the only person, or only team, to get the question right. But the Goldilocks quiz question – not too hard, not too easy – is an elusive thing.


The ideal quiz question sits somewhere at this boundary between knowledge and ignorance. A perfect quiz question would be possible to answer even if you have never come across the subject before, either by using background knowledge, or through information in the question itself. Good quiz questions should entertain and inform. If the answer is interesting or surprising in some way – or even annoying – if a new neural pathway gets connected, that in itself is a pleasing thing.


This book is designed with these thoughts in mind. Some of the quiz formats will be familiar, some less so. Some are more devious than others. But help can come from unexpected quarters. Often the quizzes offer ways to get to the answer even when your memory banks have turned up blank. The best way to discover the world of the Ministry of Quizzes is, of course, to dive in and play. But here are some musings, up front, on what you can expect to find:


Many of the quiz formats in the book have linked answers – that is, the answers are connected or share something in common. Examples are the ‘Connections’ and ‘Linkophilia’ quizzes. These give you alternative ways of completing the quiz, and confirming, or working back to questions you previously couldn’t answer. In the case of Linkophilia, this is similar to completing a crossword, in that you build information that helps you as you go.


The same principle applies to ‘Magic Square’. Magic Squares originated in ancient China and have a long history. Essentially a grid of numbers, the rows, columns and diagonals in a Magic Square add up to the same number, giving it an arcane and mythical status in many civilizations and cultures since. Applied by the Ministry of Quizzes, it means you can use arithmetic to bridge gaps in knowledge and, if successful, eventually answer all the questions. Other grid-based formats, ‘Cluedoku’ and ‘Letter Box’, follow a similar principle.


The ‘Picture Logic’ quizzes are in a similar vein. Rather than asking the obvious ‘who or what is this picture of?’, the questions ask about things related to the pictures or groups of pictures within the set. Think of them as clues. By comparing different questions you may find you can make educated guesses about the pictures you don’t know, helping you to discover their identities.


In some of the formats, the links are in the question content itself. ‘In Common’, ‘What Comes Next?’ and ‘Odd One Out’ formats are all about being able to spot patterns in the data. Often these call for lateral thinking. Be warned, these quizzes contain some of the Ministry’s most devious and infuriating questions.


There is history behind another of the formats – ‘The Wisdom of the Crowd’. In 1906, Francis Galton, a scientist and relation of Charles Darwin, received an unexpected insight at a country fair in Plymouth. Observing a guess-the-weight-of-the-ox competition at the show, Galton made the surprising discovery that by taking the median (or middle) guess from 800 entry tickets, the crowd’s result was accurate to within 1 per cent of the true weight. This was far better than any single expert at the show. This idea is taken up by the Ministry of Quizzes, putting similar ‘guess the quantity’-type questions to people up and down the country. In each case the crowd’s data is set out. Can you use this to find the correct answer? How many of the crowd will you beat in the process?


The Ministry of Quizzes likes anagrams, and you’ll find they are liberally sprinkled throughout this book. Anagrams can be tricky, but they have the obvious benefit that the answer can always be found in the question. Many of the anagram questions are in a similar format to those you might find in a cryptic crossword. A sentence that disguises three parts: the anagram text itself that needs to be rearranged, a description of what the answer is, and the two linked by an indicator word like ‘reordered’ or ‘turned into’. To help you, these questions are tagged with (anag, x), where x is the number of letters in the answer.


Other than anagrams, there are no other cryptic-crossword-type questions.


There are a host of other question formats in the book that may be more familiar.


General Knowledge is the bread and butter of quizzing, and there is a plentiful mix of formats, from direct questions to multiple-choice questions. In the ‘Four Clues’ quiz, you are given clues in turn to a person, thing, event, place or date. The challenge is to get to the answer by using the minimum number of clues. So, try to take one clue at a time and not to skim ahead. With ‘Matching Pairs’ you are trying to link pairs of things together – for instance historic events and the people connected with them. For a more challenging game you can play ‘blind’ by covering the second set of the pairs and earn more points.


Some of the formats are concerned with lists of things. ‘Put in Order’, as the name suggests, asks you to arrange a list in a correct order . . . for instance, planets according to size, or historical events in chronological order. And scattered across the book is a format of question that asks you to name items from a list of ten things from a common category. You can make as many guesses as you like; correct answers gain points, but wrong answers lose them. Obscure answers earn more points.


Everyone has their favourite areas of knowledge and specialist subject, so the Ministry also provides a set of quizzes that focus in on specific areas of knowledge. Science, the arts, history, pop culture, sport, geography and many more are catered for, giving the perfect opportunity for you to shine in your pet subject (or to keep a low profile).


Finally, to give the quiz-solver the best possible odds, there is the ‘Fifty-Fifty’ format and its close cousin ‘More, Less or the Same?’ It’s a straight choice. A correct answer is no harder than predicting the toss of a coin. How hard can that be? So why do these rounds seem to provoke so much tension in the audience?


On behalf of the Ministry of Quizzes, I hope you enjoy this book as much as I have enjoyed writing it. Use it in the way that suits you best – whether to play the quizzes solo, with friends or family, to use them to set your own quizzes, or inspire you to come up with new questions and formats. You may even be just what the Ministry is looking for, and a career in Whitehall beckons . . .


Enjoy your quizzing!


David Gentle









 


 



THE 
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These questions concern notorious ‘firsts’. How many can you answer?




1.  What was the first James Bond novel?


2.  The first televised address from the Oval Office was made in 1947, by which president?


3.  On 16 May 1975, Junko Tabei of Japan became the first woman to do what?


4.  What first was achieved by Rachael Blackmore in 2021?


5.  By what title is the First Lord of the Treasury in the UK better known?


6.  Hattie McDaniel was the first African-American to win an Oscar, for her performance in which film?


7.  What is significant about a goal scored by Lucien Laurent of France against Mexico on 13 July 1930?


8.  Julia Gillard was the first female prime minister of which country?


9.  A Study in Scarlet was the first story to feature which character?


10.  What watery feat was Captain Matthew Webb the first to do, in 1875?





Find the answers here.
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Try to name the 10 countries that border Brazil. Earn points for more obscure answers, lose points for incorrect answers.


The answers are here.
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Try to answer these miscellaneous questions.




1.  Leon Spinks did it in 1978, Ken Norton in 1973 and Joe Frazier in 1971. What?


2.  What links Lisa del Giocondo and Kate Winslet?


3.  Some languages, such as Nigerian, have a ‘hesternal’ tense, for describing events that occur specifically when?


4.  How are Haven Brow, Short Brow, Rough Brow, Brass Point, Flagstaff Point, Baily’s Hill and Went Hill Brow collectively known?


5.  In the Harry Potter series, what honour is given to witches and wizards for great accomplishments?


6.  If New York is the Big Apple, which US city is the ‘Mini Apple’?


7.  How would you write 950 in Roman numerals?


8.  Bio valuers succumbing to this dangerous, infectious microbe? (anag, 5,5)


9.  What is an ANPR system used to identify?


10.  ‘Fear Tech’ is the rival to which other fictional academic institution?


11.  ‘This blessed plot, this earth, this realm, this England.’ Which play?


12.  What catastrophic event ends an ‘antediluvian’ period?


13.  What literary first is accorded to the 1995 book Fluid Concepts and Creative Analogies by Douglas Hofstadter?


14.  Which outlaw has been played by Ray Winstone, Christian Slater and Scott Grimes?


15.  Which pasta dish gets its name from the Italian for ‘charcoal burner’?





The answers are here.
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The Ministry of Quizzes asked 200 people in the UK: ‘How many cities are there in the UK?’ This is how they responded:


[image: ]


(For instance, 25 people gave an answer in the range of 1 and 20.*)


[image: ]


Based on this data, or otherwise, what is your estimate of the number of cities in the UK?


The answer is here.


[image: ]


* 4 people answered ‘don’t know’; their responses have not been included.
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These questions are all related to trees. How many can you answer?




1.  The largest forest in England is in which county?


2.  Which popular US ski resort takes its name from the trees that grow around it?


3.  Saucy letup shaken up a tree? (anag, 10)


4.  What gas do trees take in from the atmosphere when they photosynthesize?


5.  What two-word phrase links Anton Chekhov and AFC Bournemouth?


6.  The active ingredient of aspirin is found in the bark of which tree?


7.  What do larches do in autumn that is unusual for conifers?


8.  Which country is named after a tree?


9.  Xylem is a woody structure that transports what up through a tree?


10.  Which tree is traditionally found in British churchyards?





The answers are here.
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Which is the odd one out in each of these lists, and why?




1.  Quakers, Shakers, Pilgrims, Mormons.


2.  Dartmoor, Bodmin Moor, North York Moors, Exmoor.


3.  Nurse, Sister, Matron, Doctor.


4.  Garlic, Ginger, Wasabi, Horseradish.


5.  Coney Island, Isle of Purbeck, Malta, Holy Island of Lindisfarne.





The answers are here.



 [image: Ornament image]  CHOICE OF FOUR 1



Try to pick the correct answer from the choices given:




1.  In The Gruffalo, which creature does the mouse meet first?


A.  Snake


B.  Owl


C.  Fox


D.  Gruffalo


2.  Which country had a civil war from 1946 to 1949?


A.  Greece


B.  Hungary


C.  Japan


D.  Spain


3.  Norwich in 1959 was the first UK city to have a what?


A.  Bypass


B.  Postcode


C.  ATM


D.  Telephone exchange


4.  Which state does Hannah Montana come from?


A.  Montana


B.  Tennessee


C.  California


D.  Texas


5.  ‘Every action has an equal and opposite reaction’ is which of Newton’s Laws?


A.  First


B.  Second


C.  Third


D.  Fourth


6.  Which is NOT an ingredient of Worcestershire Sauce?


A.  Anchovies


B.  Garlic


C.  Molasses


D.  Tomatoes





The answers are here.
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Try to answer these fifty-fifty questions.




1.  Which is in the Northern Hemisphere, the Tropic of Cancer or the Tropic of Capricorn?


2.  What is the UK’s bestselling flavour of soup, chicken or tomato?


3.  What is the last word of James Joyce’s Ulysses, Yes or No?


4.  What is the collective word for crows, a murder or a parliament?


5.  Who is older, Gary Oldman or Gary Numan?





The answers are here.
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The answers to these questions share a link . . . can you work out what it is?




1.  What organization, created by the United Nations General Assembly in 1946, provides support for the health and well-being of children around the world?


2.  Where was Marco Polo born?


3.  What title, meaning literally ‘in place of the king’, describes an official who runs a country, province or colony in the name of the monarch?


4.  What was the name of the series of books that feature ‘autostereograms’, graphics that allow people to see hidden 3D images?


5.  Which dinosaur of the Late Cretaceous period has a name derived from Greek, meaning ‘three-horned face’?





What is the connection that the answers have in common?


Find out here.
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These questions refer to the symbols pictured. Some questions may give you clues to the answers to others. Use this – and your knowledge, of course – to work out as many of their meanings as you can . . . and answer the questions.




1.  Which two warn of chemical hazards?


2.  Which three concern laundry care?


3.  Which two are used on technology devices?


4.  Which relates to biology?


5.  Which two represent political movements?


6.  Which two represent horoscopes?


7.  Which two are map symbols?


8.  Which two relate to drying of laundry?


9.  Which relates to wireless connectivity?


10.  Which is a chemical hazard – and a Britney Spears song?


11.  Which relates to bleaching of laundry?


12.  Which means ‘recycled’?


13.  Which means ‘recyclable’?


14.  Which two are opposite sexes?


15.  Which is concerned with al fresco eating?


16.  Which means beach, and which might be found on the beach?





The solution is here.



[image: ]
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Try to answer these miscellaneous questions:




1.  ‘I don’t care what they’re going to say / Let the storm rage on.’ What line comes next?


2.  Which continent makes up 6 per cent of the Earth’s surface?


3.  Which football team was founded in 1895 as the works team of the Thames Iron Works?


4.  Which capital city sits on the River Spree?


5.  Which iconic building is known as Torre Pendente in its local language?


6.  What does the ‘A’ of DNA stand for?


7.  Three Men on the Bummel was the sequel to which popular novel?


8.  In internet slang, what does TLDR stand for?


9.  What international agreement signed in Poland in May 1955 was officially known as the ‘Treaty of Friendship, Cooperation and Mutual Assistance’?


10.  How is the artist Doménikos Theotokópoulos of the late Renaissance better known?


11.  What brand is promoted by Cornelius Rooster?


12.  What anagram of ‘Rasputin’ would most likely not approve of his licentious lifestyle?


13.  In netball, which player restarts the game after a goal has been scored?


14.  Between 1937 and 1964, which bridge was the longest in the world?


15.  Who plays the title character in Killing Eve?





The answers are here.
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The clues correspond to single letters. The letters make a coiled-up, 9-letter word or name. The word can start in any square, and can run in any direction, but always through adjacent squares. Solve the clues and unscramble the word.


Clue: An artist . . . 















	Jay
	Major Boothroyd
	UN Secretary General Thant




	ISO 216 paper sizes
	Mark left by Don Diego de La Viego
	River flowing into Loch Mohr




	Fifty Romans
	Vehicle identifier for Spain
	SI unit of potential difference






The solution is here.
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Who or what comes next in each of these sequences?




1.  Oklahoma, New Mexico, Arizona, Alaska . . .?


2.  Bernard Lee, Robert Brown, Edward Fox, Judi Dench . . .?


3.  Lygos, Byzantium, Augusta Antonina, Constantinople . . .?


4.  William Shakespeare, Michael Faraday, Edward Elgar, Adam Smith . . .?


5.  COA, AB, JS, AOC, CH . . .?





The answers are here.
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Find each answer using the clues in turn – the least number of clues the better.




1.  Who is this?


•  His grandfather was Harald ‘Bluetooth’ Gormsson, of whom the wireless connectivity technology was named.


•  His father was Sweyn Forkbeard, king of Denmark from 986 to 1014.


•  He was king of England from 1016 to 1035.


•  Legend has it that he set his throne on the beach and commanded the tide to turn.


2.  What is this?


•  It was discovered by Hennig Brand, an alchemist, around 1669, from experiments with human urine.


•  It is a key ingredient in DNA and RNA molecules and in ATP, a molecule that cells use to store energy.


•  Its name comes from Greek, meaning ‘light bearer’.


•  Its chemical symbol is P.


3.  Where is this?


•  La Navidad, founded by Columbus, and the first European settlement in the Americas, was founded in this modern country.


•  It is one of two countries sharing the island of Hispaniola.


•  It became sovereign in 1804 and the first country in the world to abolish slavery.


•  The country was devastated by an earthquake in 2010.





The answers are here.
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Try to pick the correct answers for these questions:




1.  In Minecraft, obsidian is made by mixing what?


A.  Wood and iron


B.  Iron and lava


C.  Water and diamonds


D.  Water and lava


2.  What part of the brain gets its name from its resemblance to the shape of a sea horse?


A.  Cerebellum


B.  Hypothalamus


C.  Hippocampus


D.  Cerebral cortex


3.  The Stars and Stripes has the most stars (50) of any national flag. Which nation’s flag has the second most stars?


A.  Venezuela


B.  Kosovo


C.  Australia


D.  Brazil


4.  Who is the title character of The Merchant of Venice?


A.  Antonio


B.  Shylock


C.  Malvolio


D.  Iago


5.  Who was the ringleader of the Gunpowder Plot?


A.  Thomas Percy


B.  Robert Catesby


C.  Francis Tresham


D.  Guido Fawkes


6.  In Guardians of the Galaxy, who supplies the voice of Rocket Raccoon?


A.  Bradley Cooper


B.  George Clooney


C.  Chris Rock


D.  Ryan Reynolds





Find the answers here.
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The clues in the grid correspond to numbers. The rows, columns and the two diagonals add up to the same number – the Magic Number. Use the clues to find this Magic Number and solve the grid!


Clue to the Magic Number: Location of a seasonal miracle.

















	Spots on a Twister mat
	Gentlemen of Verona
	Tighthead prop
	Tent hire (anag.)




	Tudor monarchs (non-disputed)
	Spinal Tap’s amp goes to . . . 
	Points on Mohs scale of hardness
	Countries bordering Austria




	Heads on a hydra
	Zone 1 London tube stations beginning with ‘B’
	Feet in a fathom
	Angry Men




	Smallest composite number
	Atomic number of silicon
	Known paintings by Leonardo da Vinci
	UK number ones by Iron Maiden






The solution is here.
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Arrange the items in each of these lists in the correct order.




1.  Starting in the North and going south, put these UK cities in order of location.


•  Grimsby


•  Swindon


•  Lancaster


•  Leicester


•  St Albans


2.  Put these lines from ‘Bohemian Rhapsody’ in order of when they appear for the first time in the song.


•  ‘Beelzebub has a devil put aside for me’


•  ‘Can’t do this to me, baby’


•  ‘Galileo Figaro’


•  ‘Is this the real life?’


•  ‘Mama, just killed a man’


3.  Starting with the least, put these molecules in order of how many atoms they each have.


•  Ethanol


•  Caffeine


•  Sulphuric acid


•  Water


•  Salt


4.  Starting with the fewest, what is the correct order of these Christmas gifts?


•  Pipers piping


•  Maids a-milking


•  French hens


•  Swans a-swimming


•  Ladies dancing





The answers are here.
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These questions are all on the topic of hip hop and rap. How many can you answer?




1.  How is rapper Mathangi ‘Maya’ Arulpragasam better known?


2.  Which rapper had ‘99 Problems’?


3.  Dr. Dre, Ice Cube and DJ Yella were members of which group?


4.  Which rapper headlined Glastonbury in 2019?


5.  Lauryn Hill was a member of which group?


6.  Which rapper interrupted Taylor Swift’s acceptance speech at the 2009 MTV Music Awards?


7.  Who wrote the lyric ‘Better late than never but never late is better’?


8.  How is Curtis James Jackson III better known?


9.  Who had a 2010 UK number one with ‘Pass Out’, a song that also featured in the opening ceremony of the 2012 Olympics?


10.  ‘I’ll be Missing you’ featuring Puff Daddy, Faith Evans and 112, and which sampled ‘Every Breath You Take’ by The Police was written in memory of which murdered rapper?





The answers are here.
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Who or what comes next in each of these sequences?




1.  The Shard, Canary Wharf, NatWest Tower, The Post Office Tower, Millbank Tower . . .?


2.  Love, Goodbye, Madonna, Jude, Back . . .?


3.  Helsinki, Melbourne, Rome, Tokyo, Mexico City . . .?


4.  Little Britain, Boxing Ring, Middle Ages, Stock Index . . .


5.  P, TP, TOAK, S, F, FH . . .?





The answers are here.
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Try to answer these miscellaneous questions:




1.  What is aibohphobia (apparently) the fear of?


2.  Before she died in England on 31 May 2009, Millvina Dean had been the oldest living survivor of what?


3.  What is the subject of Renoir’s painting Les Parapluies?


4.  In astrophysics, what is a SMBH?


5.  If you were visiting the Winter Palace of Bogd Khan in the city of Ulaanbaatar, what country would you be in?


6.  What word links Givanildo Vieira de Sousa, Terry Gene Bollea and Mark Ruffalo?


7.  On the internet, what number appears if the page is not found?


8.  What was the codename of the military operation to liberate Kuwait in 1990?


9.  Paint alone to make this Italian ice cream? (anag, 10)


10.  Eratosthenes was the first person to calculate the size of what?


11.  Which Norfolk town gained its current name in 1537 when the Crown took it over from the Church?


12.  On a standard keyboard, what is unusual about the keys F and J?


13.  The protagonist in which novel describes himself as ‘a mathematician with some behavioural difficulties’?


14.  Which word for a type of pastry means ‘whirlpool’ in German?


15.  What is the main ingredient of kimchi?





The answers are here.
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The clues in the grid relate to the numbers 1 to 9. No number is repeated. Use a process of elimination to work out which number is which.















	A brace
	Reign of Lady Jane Grey in days
	UK number ones by Oasis




	Novels by George Eliot
	Tombliboos
	Dialling code for the US




	Category of most destructive hurricane
	Equal to its number of letters
	Degrees of separation






Go to here for the solution.
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What do the terms in each of these lists have in common?




1.  Black, Sulu, Coral, Irish, Ross.


2.  Hustle, connection, job, prisoner, patient.


3.  Old, little, mutual, hard, great.


4.  Tim Smit (founder of the Eden Project), Sara Baras (flamenco dancer), Mark Kram (sports writer), Ordelafo Faledro (the 34th Doge of Venice).


5.  Naked, high, jacket, last, continental.





The answers are here.
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How many questions related to the orchestra can you answer?




1.  Which instrument in the orchestra traditionally supplies the tuning note?


2.  What does ‘tutti’ mean in the context of an orchestra?


3.  Which instrument is played by the leader of the brass section?


4.  What is a musical composition, generally in three parts, where a soloist is accompanied by an orchestra?


5.  Which composer’s work, ‘Das Rheingold’, called for six harps?


6.  Who conducted the London Symphony Orchestra at the opening ceremony of the 2012 Olympics?


7.  What word, related to the orchestra, means ‘music loving’?


8.  Which composer’s work was central to the Morecambe and Wise sketch with André Previn?


9.  How is Elgar’s ‘Variation IX’ better known?


10.  With what instrument is Jacqueline du Pré associated?





The answers are here.


 [image: Ornament image]  CONNECTIONS 2



The answers to these questions have a common link . . . what is it?




1.  What did Gwyneth Paltrow and Chris Martin name their first child?


2.  Which BBC sitcom of the 1980s featured the Boswell family?


3.  In which English county are Kidderminster, the Vale of Evesham and the Malvern Hills?


4.  What is the two-letter postcode for the Hemel Hempstead area?


5.  How is the mentha genus of plants commonly known?





What connection do these answers share?


Find out if you are right here.



 [image: Ornament image]  CHOICE OF FOUR 3



Try to pick the correct answers to each of these questions:




1.  ‘This is the night mail crossing the border / Bringing the cheque and the postal order . . .’ Which poet wrote ‘The Night Mail’?


A.  John Betjeman


B.  W. H. Auden


C.  E. E. Cummings


D.  Samuel Beckett


2.  Which of these classical styles of architecture is the most recent?


A.  Corinthian


B.  Doric


C.  Ionic


D.  Tuscan


3.  The word ‘muscle’ comes from the Latin word for which animal?


A.  Mosquito


B.  Mollusc


C.  Moose


D.  Mouse


4.  How long is ‘Bohemian Rhapsody’?


A.  4 minutes 55 seconds


B.  5 minutes 25 seconds


C.  5 minutes 55 seconds


D.  6 minutes 25 seconds


5.  Which does NOT produce its own bank notes?


A.  Jersey


B.  Gibraltar


C.  Isle of Man


D.  Wales


6.  Which of these team positions is the odd one out?


A.  Goal Shooter


B.  Shooting Guard


C.  Goal Defence


D.  Goal Attack





The answers are here.



 [image: Ornament image]  MORE, LESS OR THE SAME? 1



Which of these is more, which is less . . . or are they the same?




1.  Which has more carbon atoms, a molecule of carbon monoxide, or a molecule of carbon dioxide? Or are they the same?


2.  Not including overseas territories, which has more borders with other countries, Germany or France? Or are they the same?


3.  Who was older (in years) when they died, Princess Diana or Marilyn Monroe? Or were they the same age?


4.  Which of these slang terms for money is worth more, a Deep-Sea Diver or a Pavarotti? Or are they the same?


5.  Who has had more UK number one singles, Little Mix or One Direction? Or are they the same?





The answers are here.


 [image: Ornament image]  FIFTY-FIFTY 2



Try to answer these fifty-fifty questions.




1.  What was advertised with the slogan: ‘It comes from paradise and tastes like heaven’, Bounty or Malibu?


2.  Which lies further east, New York City or Santiago, Chile?


3.  In the musical West Side Story, which is the Puerto Rican gang, the Sharks or the Jets?


4.  Who received more red cards at senior level (in league and international appearances), Wayne Rooney or David Beckham?


5.  What type of creature is Sebastian, who sings ‘Under the Sea’ in The Little Mermaid, a crab or a lobster?





Answers here.



 [image: Ornament image]  ODD ONE OUT 2



Which is the odd one out in each of these lists, and why?




1.  Wuthering Heights, The Tenant of Wildfell Hall, Jane Eyre, Mansfield Park


2.  Cannelloni, Linguini, Ravioli, Tortellini


3.  Monica, Rachel, Emily, Carol


4.  Dushanbe, Kinshasa, Dar es Salaam, Abuja


5.  Reef knot, fisherman’s knot, rolling hitch, sheet bend





The answers are here.


 [image: Ornament image]  RAILWAY STATIONS WITH THREE-LETTER NAMES



Try to list the 10 UK railway stations with three-letter names. Earn points for more obscure answers, lose points for incorrect answers.


Turn to here for the answers.


 [image: Ornament image]  IN COMMON 2



What do the terms in each of these lists have in common?




1.  Edward Nigma, Oswald Chesterfield Cobblepot, Selina Kyle, Harvey Dent.


2.  Emma Bunton, Anthony Kiedis, Dolores O’Riordan, will.i.am.


3.  Beef, Wall, Syndrome, Sling, Rose.


4.  Fiddle, steak, finest, May, Fashion.


5.  Washington State, Édouard Manet, Kensington, Statue of Zeus.





Turn to here for the answers.



 [image: Ornament image]  FOUR CLUES 2



Find each answer using the clues in turn – the least number of clues the better.




1.  When (what year) is this?


•  The world’s population exceeds 6 billion for the first time.


•  A total solar eclipse was visible in parts of the UK and across Europe.


•  After a gap of 16 years, a new Star Wars film, Star Wars Episode I: The Phantom Menace, is released.


•  In London, the Millennium Dome opened its doors to guests for the first time.


2.  Who is this?


•  Made a Dame in the New Year’s Honours of 2017 along with Patricia Routledge and Anna Wintour.


•  A stand at Sheffield United’s football ground, Bramall Lane, is named after her.


•  Her time in the 100-metre hurdles, set at the London Olympics in 2012, was a new British record.


•  She was runner-up in the BBC’s Sports Personality of the Year in 2012.


3.  What is this?


•  A psychological thriller written by Patricia Highsmith about an eponymous confidence trickster.


•  Winner in 1956 of the Edgar Allan Poe Award for best novel, and later adapted for a 1999 film.


•  The protagonist commits a murder on the Italian Riviera.


•  Anthony Minghella directed the film of the novel with Matt Damon in the title role.





The answers are here.



 [image: Ornament image]  LINKOPHILIA 1



Work out the links between the answers to the questions to solve the grid. Use the grid to help you answer all the questions.


[image: ]


2 Across (5 letters)




1.  What show, still running today, was the first programme broadcast on Channel 4 when it launched in the UK in 1982?


2.  The Bolshoi Theatre in Moscow gives its name to the internationally renowned ballet that is based there. What does ‘bolshoi’ mean in English?


3.  Who served under Tony Blair as Home Secretary from 1997 to 2001 and Foreign Secretary from 2001 to 2006?


4.  Which Agatha Christie novel was subtitled ‘Poirot’s Last Case’?


5.  What is x [image: ]?


. . . what is the link?





4 Across (6)




1.  Which element is the best conductor of electricity?


2.  What in mathematics is an inferential argument demonstrating that stated assumptions logically guarantee a conclusion?


3.  What word goes with ‘camel’, ‘wagon’ and ‘soul’?


4.  What band was formed by Courtney Love in 1989?


5.  In bridge, what is completed when a team win two games?


. . . what is the link?





1 Down (5)




1.  What kind of tower is a magnificent-sounding place where intellectuals engage with each other detached from the real world?


2.  ‘Nothing left to make me feel small, luck has left me standing so tall.’ What word comes next?


3.  Which geological period comes after the Triassic and before the Cretaceous?


4.  In basketball, what position can be ‘shooting’, ‘point’ or ‘combo’?
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