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Introduction



The Moon Landing



Alarm klaxons blare in the cramped spaceship as  it speeds across the surface of the Moon. Some  384,400 km from home, the autopilot computer overloads. Neil Armstrong takes the controls and flies solo. He skims over a jumble of rocks and boulders and ploughs on, ice-cool, looking for a safe place to set  the delicate spacecraft down. With just 30 seconds of fuel remaining, he touches down on the surface of the Moon. The Eagle has landed! 
 
Six and a half hours later, Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin exit the Apollo 11 lunar lander. Armstrong swings out onto the rickety ladder, before jumping into the unknown, becoming the first person to step foot on another world. He says the famous words, “That’s one small step for [a]man, one giant leap for mankind”. Unlike other types of exploration, which claim new territories and riches for nations, space exploration is for all of humankind. The idea is that outside the boundaries of our planet our differences become unimportant in the vastness of space.
 
“We come in peace for all mankind.”  






	
			

			


The Moon Landing






	
			

			


Chapter 1



Space Aces



Meet the Space Aces, a high-flying bunch of dreamers. The people taking to the air with this set of sky-skimmers have travelled faster than humans have ever gone before. They have also ridden their luck and taken risks that would frighten your poor mum silly! The first humans to go into space were test pilots – they were the only ones crazy enough to sit on top of a missile and say, “Light it!” And yet, Houston, we clearly have a problem! Yes, the Space Aces may “rock-et”, but really they have only just scratched the surface of the Great Unknown: most space flights barely even clear Earth’s atmosphere.
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Sputnik 1



Space Aces



Earth’s very first artificial satellite
Transmitted its bleep for 22 days until its batteries ran down
Kick-started the Space Race between the Soviets and the USA
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