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Introduction


The Poetry Pharmacy is more than a shop – it was conceived explicitly, in the words of sociologist Ray Oldenburg, as a ‘third place’; a space outside of home, or work, where we choose to go. A place to connect with your own ideas, or community, or to nurture relationships; spaces like libraries, cafes, the pub, or clubs, and independent bookshops too. We are a place for poetry, but also a place for people to come to seek conversation, attention and community, as well as good coffee. Our bookshops are laid out according to emotional states so that customers can find titles intuitively, with broad sections containing poetry, philosophy, psychology and non-fiction, chosen in order to promote good mental health.
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