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    Hi! We’re the Curiosity Crew. You’ll spot us hanging about in this book checking stuff out.


  




  This book is about inventions, but what are they? They’re the taps you fill up the kettle from, they’re the kettle, the teabag, the mug, the machine that makes the mug

  and the machine that makes the machine that makes the mug – in fact, everything you take a look at and think, ‘That’s a good idea.’ That’s what this book is all

  about.
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  Before the tin can was invented, food was difficult to keep fresh (remember – there were no fridges or freezers in those days).




  Within a week meat went mouldy, vegetables rotted and fish smelt worse than your granny’s underpants!




  It was even worse for soldiers and explorers who had to carry all their food with them. It was so bad that in 1795, the great French general Napoleon Bonaparte offered a prize

  of 12,000 francs to anyone who could invent a way to keep food fresh for longer.
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  A French chef called Nicholas Appert won the prize when he discovered you could keep food fresh if you sealed it tightly in a glass container and then boiled it.




  But glass containers were a bit too breakable. In 1810, brilliant British inventor Peter Durand designed a more robust metal container – the first tin can! And thirty

  years later, Henry Evans invented a machine that could produce sixty tin cans an hour – soon people were using tin cans to store everything from oysters to Spaghetti Bolognese.
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      Did you know: The famous explorer Sir John Franklin and his team took 8,000 tins of food with them on their expedition to the Arctic in 1845 (just imagine

      having to eat tinned food for three years!). Unfortunately one of the things used to make their cans was lead, and that’s poisonous. They never made it back from the Arctic!
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  Getting the food out again was more difficult – you had to use a hammer and chisel until the first tin opener was invented!
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  Writing in ink used be really messy – you had to dip a pointy stick into a big bottle of ink and then drip it over a bit of paper (getting it all over your fingers and

  clothes in the process). All the splodges and smudges made it pretty difficult to read.




  In the 1930s Laszlo Biro – a Hungarian artist and journalist – got so fed up, he and his brother George decided to invent a totally new type of pen!
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  The pen they created had a container of quick-drying ink inside it and a tiny metal ball at the end – when the pen moved along the paper, the ball rotated and ink would

  slowly flow out on to the paper.




  It was a revolution in writing!




  

    



    [image: ]


  




  The Biro brothers opened a factory and started to sell their new ‘Biros’, or ‘ballpoint pens’ as we know them today!
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  Perhaps the greatest invention ever to come out of Great Britain was the steam engine.




  OK . . . so it doesn’t sound like the most exciting thing ever invented. An engine that makes steam? I get buckets of steam every time a run a bath and nobody ever called

  me a genius.
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  But the steam produced by steam engines could be used to power all sorts of machines, making them work faster and harder than ever before. Steam engines were put into factories,

  mills and mines all around Britain so that they could produce more and more stuff like iron, steel and coal.




  Soon Britain had iron, steel and coal coming out of its ears – so the Brits started shipping it all round the world and sold it for huge amounts of money. The steam

  engine made Britain rich.




  And then some clever-clogs decided to put an engine on wheels . . .
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  HOW TO INVENT A STEAM ENGINE




  The brainbox who did this was a Cornishman called Richard Trevithick. When he was a boy no one would have guessed that one day he’d do something brilliant. His teachers

  thought he wasn’t very bright – one even said he was disobedient, slow, obstinate and inattentive! But much to everyone’s surprise, he grew up to be an engineering whizz (so if

  you’ve ever had a bad school report, rest easy – you’re probably a genius in-waiting).

OEBPS/html/docimages/2.jpg
ok
INVENUIONS

Inventors are
sometimes a bit
odd - a lot of them
spend their lives in
sheds, tweaking and
doodling, blowing
things up, forgetting
to wash and nibbling
their own earwax.

But it’s thanks to
them that we have
all the amazing
and incredible
things that fll our
world — from cars

to computers to
can openers. . .






OEBPS/html/page-template.xpgt
 

   
    
		 
    
  
     
		 
		 
    

     
		 
    

     
		 
		 
    

     
		 
    

     
		 
		 
    

     
         
             
             
             
             
             
             
        
    

  

   
     
  





OEBPS/html/docimages/3.jpg





OEBPS/html/docimages/4.jpg
always keep m
pté ?:1 here ... )’
but my generals

complain it smells.






OEBPS/html/docimages/5.jpg
73542
23222






OEBPS/html/docimages/invent1.jpg
VHE VIR GAARN

£





OEBPS/html/docimages/cover.jpg





OEBPS/html/docimages/10.jpg
These days lots
of tins don’t even
need a tin opener

because they’ve got
ring-pulls. Another

great invention!






OEBPS/html/docimages/8.jpg





OEBPS/html/docimages/11.jpg





OEBPS/html/docimages/9.jpg





OEBPS/html/docimages/6.jpg





OEBPS/html/docimages/invent2.jpg





OEBPS/html/docimages/1.jpg





OEBPS/html/docimages/7.jpg
T wish someone
would hurry up
and invent the tin
opener, 'm starving!

You'll have
to wait till






OEBPS/html/docimages/invent3.jpg
HESSITEAMW
HORSE






OEBPS/html/docimages/14.jpg





OEBPS/html/docimages/15.jpg
(Tcan’t hear’
I myself bark

in here!






OEBPS/html/docimages/12.jpg





OEBPS/html/docimages/13.jpg
Did you know a ballpoint
pen can produce up to
two miles of writing

before the ink runs out?

I 1
vl
7l take your word [
for it — T've done I
five metres, and 'm
bored, and T've got
cramp in my arm.





OEBPS/html/docimages/tp.jpg
MACMILLAN CHILDREN'S BOOKS





