

[image: images]




[image: images]




A TIMELINE OF THE FIXED (1998–2018)







1998


Pakistan bowler Ata-ur-Rehman accuses Wasim Akram of offering him Rs 3 lakh to bowl poorly against New Zealand. As a result, Akram resigns as captain of the Pakistan team. Similarly, Rashid Latif accuses Akram, Salim Malik, Inzamam-ul-Haq, and Ijaz Ahmed of fixing matches. He also accuses Malik of fixing matches during Pakistan’s twin tour of South Africa and Zimbabwe in 1994–95.


Mark Waugh, Shane Warne, and Tim May claim that Salim Malik offered them $ 50,000 to lose a Test during their tour to Pakistan in 1994. The Australian cricket board then asks the ICC to appoint a panel to look into the allegations. The PCB, in its inquiry, implicates three Pakistan players and recommends a ban on Salim Malik.


Shane Warne and Mark Waugh confess to having accepted $ 11,000 from an Indian bookie to give information on the playing conditions during a tournament played in Sri Lanka in 1994. The Australian cricket board later says it would impose a hefty fine on Warne and Waugh.


1999


Former England player Chris Lewis says he was offered £ 300,000 to persuade England players to lose a match against New Zealand.


2000


April 7: The Delhi Police charge Hansie Cronje with fixing South Africa’s ODIs against India. They also reveal they are in possession of a conversation recorded during the ODI series between India and South Africa in March. They allege that the voices were of South African skipper Hansie Cronje and an Indian bookie, Sanjay Chawla. The conversation was about divulging team information and the amount to be paid to Cronje and his teammates, Herschelle Gibbs, Pieter Strydom, and Nicky Boje.


April 9: Hansie Cronje vehemently denies the charges levelled against him, saying, ‘I have never received any sum of money for any match that I have been involved in and have never approached any of the players and asked them if they wanted to fix a game.’


April 11: The South African cricket board sacks Cronje after he calls Ali Bacher to confess that he was not entirely honest and admitted to having accepted $ 10,000–15,000 from a London-based bookmaker, but for forecasting results, not match-fixing.


April 15: Clouds of match-fixing surround England’s victory in the Centurion Test, where Cronje took the unexpected step of forfeiting an innings.


April 16: It is revealed that South Africa nearly accepted $ 250,000 to lose an ODI against India, played at Mumbai in 1996. The players had discussed the offer in three meetings before it was turned down, as Jonty Rhodes, Dave Richardson, and Andrew Hudson were against it.


May 24: After a year-long inquiry, Justice Qayyum finds Salim Malik and Ata-ur-Rehman guilty of fixing matches and recommends life ban on the two. The report also says that Wasim Akram and Mushtaq Ahmed should not be allowed to captain Pakistan in the future.


June 7: On the first day of the King Commission hearings, former South African spinner Pat Symcox says that the team was offered around $ 250,000 to throw an ODI.


June 8: Herschelle Gibbs accuses Cronje of offering him a bribe to throw a match, and tells the King Commission that he had accepted Cronje’s offer of $ 15,000 to score less than 20 runs in an ODI in India.


June 15: Cronje admits to taking money for giving information to bookmakers and asking his teammates to play badly. But he tells the King Commission that South Africa had never thrown or fixed a match under his captaincy.


June 27: Former commissioner of the Metropolitan Police, Sir Paul Condon, becomes the ICC’s new anti-corruption investigator.


July 20: Indian income tax officials raid homes of top cricketers, including those of the then national coach Kapil Dev, and of former players, Mohammad Azharuddin, Ajay Jadeja, Nayan Mongia, and Nikhil Chopra.


August 28: South African cricket board bans Herschelle Gibbs and Henry Williams from international cricket for the rest of the year for their involvement in the Cronje scandal.


October 11: Cronje is banned from cricket for life by the UCBSA, as a result of his admission that he received money from bookmakers. ‘The UCBSA council hereby intends to ban Hansie Cronje for life from all activities of the UCBSA and its affiliates,’ says the statement.


October 31: Bookmaker M. K. Gupta names several players, including Brian Lara, Dean Jones, Alec Stewart, Arjuna Ranatunga, Aravinda de Silva, Martin Crowe, and Salim Malik for being involved in match-fixing, says a CBI report. The CBI also says that former Indian captain Mohammad Azharuddin confessed to fixing games with the help of colleagues Ajay Jadeja and Nayan Mongia.


November 27: BCCI’s anti-corruption commissioner K. Madhavan finds Azharuddin guilty of match-fixing, while Ajay Jadeja, Manoj Prabhakar, Ajay Sharma, and former Indian team physio Ali Irani are found guilty of having links with bookies.


December 5: BCCI bans Azharuddin for life and Ajay Jadeja for five years for their role in match-fixing. Ajay Sharma is also banned from the game for life, while Prabhakar and Ali Irani are barred from holding any official post in Indian cricket for five years.


2001


July 11: Former England wicketkeeper-batsman Alec Stewart is cleared of allegations that he took money from a bookmaker in return for providing team and pitch information during England’s 1992–93 tour of India.


2003


January 27: Delhi High Court overturns BCCI’s ban imposed on Ajay Jadeja by saying there is no proof he was guilty.


December 22: Sri Lankan limited-overs team captain Marvan Atapattu comes under scrutiny, after an amount of $ 11,500 is found in the room occupied by him in Earl’s Regency Hotel in Kandy during a Test match against England.


2004


May 12: Marvan Atapattu is cleared of match-fixing allegations by the ICC’s Anti-Corruption unit for lack of evidence.


August 17: Kenyan player Maurice Odumbe is banned for five years by the Kenyan cricket association after he is found guilty of receiving money from bookmakers.


November 7: Stephen Fleming alleges that he was offered $ 370,000 during the 1999 World Cup to join a match-fixing syndicate.


2008


May 13: Marlon Samuels is banned for two years for allegedly passing on match-related information to an Indian bookie during the West Indies’ ODI series in India in 2007.


2010


May 15: Essex cricketer Danish Kaneria and Mervyn Westfield are arrested, but not charged, in connection with alleged spot-fixing during Essex’s Pro 40 against Durham. Both are released on bail until September 15, pending inquiry. Pakistan skipper Salman Butt, pacers Mohammad Asif and Mohammad Amir, wicketkeeper Kamran Akmal, and youngsters Umar Amin and Wahab Riaz come under the scanner for betting accusations.


August 28: News of the World reports that Mohammad Amir, Salman Butt, and Mohammad Asif were involved in spot-fixing during the fourth test-match against England at Lord’s.


August 29: International cricket receives another major blow after bookie Mazhar Majeed reveals in a sting operation by News of the World that he bribed Pakistan bowlers to bowl no-balls on demand during the fourth Test.


September 2: International Cricket Council suspends Butt, Amir, and Asif.


2011


February 2: ICC bans Pakistan’s tainted trio. Butt gets 10 years, of which five are suspended; Asif is banned for seven years, two suspended; and Amir docked five years.


November 3: A British Judge at London’s Southwark Crown Court hands a thirty-month jail sentence to Butt, one year to Asif and six months to Amir for their part in the fixing scandal. Their corrupt British agent, Mazhar Majeed was given the longest sentence of thirty-two-months.


2012


February 1: Mohammad Amir is released from Portland Young Offenders Institution in Dorset after serving half of his six-month sentence.


May 3: Mohammad Asif is freed from Canterbury prison in Kent after six months into his twelve-month sentence.


June 21: Salman Butt is released from Canterbury prison after serving seven months of his thirty-month sentence. He was freed under the early prisoner-release scheme for foreigners, which usually is an agreement to be formally deported.


June 30: Indian trio Mohnish Mishra, Amit Yadav, and Abhinav Bali are banned for a year by the BCCI’s disciplinary committee for bringing the game into disrepute, following an Indian TV sting operations. Shalabh Srivastava, also caught in the sting, is barred from cricket for five years after he is deemed guilty of agreeing and negotiating the terms to fix a match, though no fixing ultimately took place.


September 4: Ex-Bangladesh cricketer Shariful Haque is handed an indefinite suspension, after allegations of spot-fixing made by compatriot Mashrafe Mortaza are substantiated.


November 8: Andhra Pradesh High Court lifts life ban on Mohammad Azharuddin, terming it ‘illegal’.


2013


May 15: Three bookies – Ramesh Vyas, Pandurang Kadam, and Ashok Vyas – are arrested by the Crime Branch. Later, another bookie, Pravin Behra, is held in Bhandup. All arrests are made in Mumbai.


May 16: Rajasthan Royals players S. Sreesanth, Ajit Chandila and Ankeet Chavan; Sreesanth’s friend and alleged bookie Jiju Janardhan and 10 other bookies arrested. The special cell of the Delhi Police arrested Sreesanth from his friend’s place in Mumbai while the other two cricketers were arrested the previous night from the team hotel at Nariman Point, Mumbai, for their alleged role in spot-fixing.


May 17: Former Rajasthan Royals and Gujarat pacer Amit Singh, also a bookie, is held by the Delhi Police. The three tainted players, along with Singh, are suspended by BCCI. All of them are charged by the police under Sections 420 (cheating) and 120-B (criminal conspiracy) of the IPC.


May 18: Ramesh, Vyas, and Kadam are linked to the spot-fixing scandal. Police search hotel rooms occupied by Sreesanth and Jiju Janardhan; seize a laptop, an iPad, a mobile phone and a diary of Sreesanth.


May 19: BCCI orders spot-fixing probe, appoints its anti-corruption chief and former IPS officer, Ravi Sawani, as the Commissioner of Inquiry. Rajasthan Royals files FIR against the tainted trio. The Sports Ministry consults with the Law Ministry to draft a new law to deal with betting in sports. Manish Budeywa, a former Ranji Trophy player, is picked up for questioning by the Delhi Police. Delhi Police asks hotels in Mumbai, Chandigarh, Kolkata, and Hyderabad to provide CCTV footage to scan meetings of the three arrested cricketers with bookies in connection with the IPL spot-fixing scandal.


May 20: Rajasthan Royals terminates the contract of Sreesanth, Chavan, and Chandila.


May 21: Bookie Prashanth is arrested in Chennai, confesses to organizing cricket betting in the city since the mid-’90s. Actor Vindoo Dara Singh is arrested for his alleged association with bookies. Former Ranji player Baburao Yadav from Vidarbha is arrested. The Supreme Court refuses to ban IPL, stating that it cannot be done just because of certain irregularities on the part of a few players. Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd suspends Sreesanth’s contract. Sreesanth gives the first interview; claims innocence in the scandal.


May 23: A police team summons Chennai Super Kings Team Principal Gurunath Meiyappan for questioning. Pakistan umpire Asad Rauf probed by Mumbai Police and later withdrawn from the elite umpires’ panel for the ICC Champions Trophy 2013. Income tax department initiates a probe into the hawala and illegal cash transactions involved in the spot-fixing.


May 24: After questioning, Meiyappan arrested by Mumbai Police on charges of betting, conspiracy, and cheating. BCCI officials meet Kapil Sibal, demanding anti-fixing law.


May 25: India Cements issues statement that Meiyappan is not the owner or team principal of CSK. Lalit Modi demands the termination of CSK from IPL. BCCI President and CSK’s de facto owner, N. Srinivasan rejects demands for his resignation. Tainted Rauf dropped from ICC Elite Panel. Mumbai Police describe Meiyappan as being ‘non-cooperative’ and ‘evasive’ during interrogation.


May 26: BCCI suspends Meiyappan, pending inquiry, and announces three-member commission to investigate him. Meiyappan booked under various sections of the IT Act, Gambling Act, and the Indian Penal Code. Meiyappan said that he was coaxed to place bets by Vindoo. Admits to having passed on vital information on the team’s strategy to the bookies through Vindoo. Mumbai Police jointly question Meiyappan and Vindoo. Sreesanth and three others are sent to two-day police custody by Delhi High Court. Three-man commission consisting of Justice T. Jayarama Chouta, Justice R. Balasubramanian and BCCI secretary Sanjay Jagdale, appointed to look into the charges of betting.


May 27: BCCI President N. Srinivasan alleges his resignation sought only by a ‘hounding media’.


May 28: S. Sreesanth sent to judicial custody. M. S. Dhoni keeps mum on the spot-fixing episode


May 29: A Mumbai High court extends police custody of Meiyappan. Umpire Rauf says ready for a probe by ICC.


May 30: Ankeet Chavan granted bail to get married, made to deposit two sureties of Rs 1 lakh each and a personal bond of Rs 1 lakh before release.


May 31: CB-CID raid accused, Chennai-based Vikram Aggarwal’s hotels (Radisson Blu and Fortune Palm). Police custody of Meiyappan, Vindoo extended till June 3. RR player Trivedi to be a prosecution witness in IPL case. Secretary Sanjay Jagdale and treasurer Ajay Shirke submit their resignation in protest against N. Srinivasan’s refusal to quit. Chavan released from Tihar Jail.


June 1: Rajiv Shukla resigns from the post of IPL Chairman.


June 2: Srinivasan steps aside, Dalmiya named interim-president – N. Srinivasan agreed to “step aside” as BCCI President under a compromise formula that brought back former chief Jagmohan Dalmiya as head of a four-member “interim arrangement” to run the Board.


June 4: Meiyappan, Vindoo and six bookies are granted bail on a bond of Rs 25,000 each. Delhi Police invokes Maharashtra Control of Organised Crime Act (MCOCA) provisions against Sreesanth & Co. to strengthen the case against those involved in the IPL spot-fixing saga, claiming bookies like Ashwini Aggarwal were working at the behest of Dawood gang. Sreesanth moves fresh bail application before a Delhi court after police invoke MCOCA against him and others.


June 5: Rajasthan Royals owner Raj Kundra is questioned by Delhi Police. BCCI’s Commissioner of Inquiry, Sawani submits IPL spot-fixing internal probe report to BCCI without getting any access to the arrested players and complete evidence collected by the Delhi Police.


June 6: Police file charges against Raj Kundra for admitting to betting on his own team during IPL matches.


June 10: Kundra suspended by the BCCI on charges of gambling during IPL 6 matches. BCCI anti-corruption chief Sawani’s report on the spot-fixing scam is forwarded to the Board’s disciplinary panel in an emergent Working Committee Meeting. A Delhi court grants bail to Sreesanth, Ankeet Chavan and 18 others on a personal bond of Rs 50,000, stating there is prima facie “no sufficient material” against the accused to establish their “nexus” with an organized crime syndicate.


June 11: Sreesanth and Chavan released from Tihar on bail. Sreesanth continues to maintain innocence saying he was confident of getting a clean chit and hopeful of making a return to the national side.


June 12: Hearing on the bail pleas of Rajasthan Royals’ Ajit Chandila and four others deferred by a Delhi court, which remanded bookie Sunil Bhatia to two-day police custody.


June 13: In reply to a PIL seeking transfer of the probe by Delhi and Mumbai police to the CBI, to unearth a larger conspiracy and insulate the investigation from highly influential persons and politicians, the Supreme Court says no trouble with separate probes, by Delhi Police and it counterparts in Mumbai in the case.


June 14: The Delhi Police opposes the bail plea of Chandila, saying he is a “key conspirator” in the entire case and was acting at the behest of a syndicate run by gangster Dawood Ibrahim.


June 17: Chandila remanded to fresh police custody for three days by a Delhi court, requiring him to corroborate evidence collected from other accused after invoking MCOCA.


June 20: Former IPL commissioner Lalit Modi claims that three Chennai Super Kings players had links with a real-estate tycoon, who is also a bookie and has close links with Gurunath Meiyappan and other IPL franchise owners.


June 21: The Cricket Association of Bihar files a PIL in the Bombay High Court against the constitution of the probe panel by then BCCI chief N. Srinivasan, alleging it was an ‘exercise’ to ‘cover up’ the activities of his son-in-law, Gurunath Meiyappan.


June 24: BCCI Anti-corruption Chief Sawani grills Sreesanth for three hours.


July 5: The Mumbai Police arrests big-time bookie Shobhan Mehta in connection with the IPL betting case after picking up him from Goa. The number of arrests in the case goes up to 17.


July 6: Rajasthan Royals left-arm spinner Harmeet Singh appears before Sawani and is questioned for close to one-and-a-half hour in the spot-fixing probe. Harmeet claims Chandila and the bookies urged him to indulge in spot-fixing but he said no. He also says that Chandila was approached by three bookies to rope in Shane Watson. BCCI suspends him for not reporting the incident because it amounts to a breach of BCCI’s anti-corruption code.


July 13: PCB drops Rauf from the list recommended for ICC umpires’ panels.


July 16: Rahul Dravid to act as a prosecution witness in IPL spot-fixing case.


July 17: Audio intercepts of telephone calls played by the Delhi Police in a Delhi court to buttress its claim about the nexus between underworld don Dawood Ibrahim and bookies in the IPL spot-fixing scandal.


July 28: Two-judge probe panel constituted by the BCCI find no evidence against BCCI President-in-exile N. Srinivasan’s team Chennai Super Kings in the IPL spot-fixing and betting scandal.


July 30: Bombay HC demands fresh probe against Meiyappan and Kundra; declares the Board’s probe panel illegal and unconstitutional, questions the logic of the report finding everyone innocent despite not even speaking to the police. Delhi Police seek cancellation of Sreesanth and Chavan’s bail. Sreesanth charge-sheeted along with Dawood & Co.


August 1: Niranjan Shah calls for fresh spot-fixing probe panel.


August 2: Fearing legal trouble after the Bombay High Court declared its IPL spot-fixing probe “illegal and unconstitutional”, the under-fire Board calls off its Working Committee meeting in New Delhi. BCCI secretary Sanjay Patel clarifies that “a slight mistake” in the circular issued to summon the Working Committee Meeting in Delhi forced it to be called off.


August 3: Rauf reportedly retires from all forms of umpiring.


August 4: Chandila claims innocence in the IPL spot-fixing episode and says the Delhi Police’s decision to slap the stringent Maharashtra Control of Organised Crime Act (MCOCA) charges against him is completely unfair, as he is a “cricketer and not a terrorist”. Chandila granted an interim bail for two days (from August 3 to 5) to attend the last rites of his elder brother.


August 5: BCCI moves Supreme Court over Bombay HC ruling on IPL probe panel.


August 7: The Supreme Court refuses to grant interim stay on the Bombay High Court order, declaring the BCCI’s two-member probe panel illegal and unconstitutional.


September 7: Mumbai Police names Meiyappan in its charge sheet filed before a Mumbai Court.


September 9: Ajit Chandila is granted bail by a Delhi court. Others are also granted bail over a passage of time.


September 13: BCCI hands out life ban to Sreesanth and Chavan, while Amit Singh is banned for five years, and Siddharth Trivedi for a year. No decision is taken on Chandila, who is yet to depose before Sawani.


October 1: Mike Hussey writes in his book Underneath the Southern Cross that Meiyappan and Kepler Wessels run CSK. ‘Our owner was Indian Cements, headed by Mr Srinivasan,’ Hussey wrote in his autobiography. ‘As he was also on the board of the BCCI, he gave control of the team to his son-in-law Mr Gurunath. He ran the team along with Kepler Wessels, who was the coach.’


October 7: The Supreme Court appoints a three-member committee headed by former Punjab and Haryana High Court chief justice Mukul Mudgal, additional solicitor general N. Nageshwar Rao and Assam Cricket Association member Nilay Dutta. The committee is given four months to investigate IPL corruption charges.


October 14: Hussey does a U-turn. ‘Certainly, Guru was around the team a lot. I knew he was talking to Kepler (Wessels, Super Kings’ coach in IPL 2008) and the players, and we saw him at training and at the hotel. I didn’t know what his official title was but he was around the team quite often. I probably may have written the wrong thing,’ he was quoted as saying.


November 6: The Mudgal panel meets BCCI Anti-Corruption and Security chief Ravi Sawani and Mumbai Joint Commissioner of Police Himanshu Roy.


November 15–17: The Mudgal panel meets IPL COO Sundar Raman, former BCCI vice-president Chirayu Amin, Chavan, Sreesanth, Harmeet Singh, Kundra, and Vindoo.


November 18: Delhi Police file 1000-page supplementary charge sheet referring to the intercepted telephonic conversation between bookie Chandresh Jain alias Jupiter, and Salman alias Master, who belonged to the underworld.


December 5: Mudgal panel meets Chandila and Siddharth Trivedi.


December 19: Srinivasan meets the Mudgal Committee but Meiyappan doesn’t and sends a letter instead of exercising his right to remain silent and “not affect his right to defend himself in the criminal case”.


2014


January 4: The Mudgal panel meets former BCCI president IS Bindra, lawyer Rahul Mehra, former IPL Governing Council chairman Rajeev Shukla, BCCI vice-president Arun Jaitley and others.


January 19–20: The Mudgal panel meets former BCCI president Jagmohan Dalmiya, former Indian captain Sourav Ganguly and ‘stakeholders’ in Bangalore.


February 10: After meeting 100 people and more in nearly four months, the Mudgal Panel presents a report to the Supreme Court. The judges have been given a single copy of a sealed envelope whose contents are available only for the Court. The envelope will only be opened and its contents read by the judges. Justice Mudgal tells the media that Meiyappan was the face of Chennai Super Kings and the team official of CSK. Meiyappan had been in violations of several sections of the IPL Operational Rules, the IPL Anti-Corruption Code and Articles of the Code of Conduct for Players and team officials. Kundra, the Rajasthan Royals team owner, had resorted to betting in the IPL through Umesh Goenka is ‘evident’ from Goenka’s statements recorded by a Delhi court. The question of whether Meiyappan was involved in match-fixing and spot-fixing had not been investigated thoroughly by the anti-corruption units of the ICC and the BCCI or the Crime Branch Criminal Investigation Department of the Chennai Police, even though some information was available for such an investigation to be conducted.


March 7: Supreme Court adjourns taking up arguments until March 25, since it had not read the Justice Mudgal Committee’s reports yet.


March 18: CSK and India skipper M. S. Dhoni file a Rs 100-crore defamation case in the Madras High Court against media houses Zee Media Corporation and News Nation Network for linking him with illegal activities of betting, match-fixing, and spot-fixing.


March 25: The Supreme Court suggests that Srinivasan step down to enable fair investigation into the allegations of betting. ‘It’s nauseating that N. Srinivasan continues as BCCI chief, he should go if cricket has to be cleaned,’ the apex court observes. Srinivasan refused to comment, saying he would study the Court observations.


March 27: The Supreme Court proposes that former Indian captain Sunil Gavaskar should take over as the interim chief of the BCCI in place of its embattled president N. Srinivasan. It also suggests that Chennai Super Kings and Rajasthan Royals should not be allowed to take part in IPL and no person associated with India Cements should be involved with the BCCI.


March 28: N. Srinivasan, the head of the Board of Control for Cricket in India, is removed by the Supreme Court. The BCCI proposes that its secretary Sanjay Patel will run the board in Srinivasan’s absence. It also requests the SC not to curtail Srinivasan’s ‘hefty role’ in international cricket.


May 31: Court orders property attachment of Dawood, Chhota Shakeel, Pakistan-based Javed Chautani, Salman alias Master, and Ehteysham.


April 20: The BCCI suggests a three-man committee to SC to probe IPL scandal. The BCCI decided to suggest names of former Indian allrounder Ravi Shastri, former Calcutta High Court chief justice J. N. Patel, and ex-CBI director R. K. Raghavan as members of the probe committee.


April 22: The SC asks the Justice Mudgal Committee to investigate the IPL corruption issue, and in particular, the 13 names mentioned in the sealed envelope, with the assistance of other investigators. Mudgal has communicated to the court his willingness to take up the investigation and has been asked to specify the terms and modalities on April 29, the next date of hearing.


April 29: The BCCI says it wants the SC to form a new panel as it had found the Mudgal Committee’s report “erroneous”. At the hearing, the BCCI counsel also asked the court to reinstate Srinivasan to his office as BCCI president while the probe was being conducted.


May 16: The SC empowers Justice Mudgal to head the investigation into the IPL and asks him to look into the ‘sealed envelope’. Apart from Mudgal, L. Nageswara Rao, Nilay Dutta, and former IPS officer B. B. Mishra are also in the probe panel.


May 22: The Supreme Court declines Srinivasan’s plea to be reinstated as the BCCI president for non-IPL affairs. The court rules that it will not interfere with an earlier order that had asked Srinivasan to stand aside as board chief for the duration of the investigation into alleged corruption in the IPL.


June 8: It is announced that Sourav Ganguly will join the Mudgalled committee that is probing allegations of corruption in the IPL on Justice Mudgal’s request, including the investigation of 13 individuals listed in a sealed envelope that was given to the SC after a preliminary inquiry.


June 12: The SC allows Srinivasan to contest for the top ICC post by declining an injunction petition from the Cricket Association of Bihar.


June 18: Star batsman Mohammad Ashraful banned for eight years (three years suspended) by the Bangladesh Premier League anti-corruption tribunal for his involvement in match and spot-fixing in the 2013 BPL. Sri Lanka’s Kaushal Lokuarachchi is also banned for eighteen months for the same offence.


June 26: N Srinivasan confirmed as the Chairman of the ICC after the fifty-two-member Full Council approves amendments to the ICC’s Memorandum and Articles of Association at the Annual Conference in Melbourne.


July 1: New Zealand batsman Lou Vincent admits he was involved in match-fixing on many occasions while playing in the English county. The England and Wales Cricket Board, while imposing a lifetime ban on Vincent, says the Kiwi player pleaded guilty to eighteen breaches of its anti-corruption code.


July 18: Supreme Court relieves Sunil Gavaskar as interim president of BCCI – IPL affairs and appoints board Vice-President, Shivlal Yadav, to continue in the interim capacity as chief of BCCI for all non-IPL related matters.


August 29: The Mudgal Committee submits an interim report to the Supreme Court.


September 1: The Mudgal Committee gets a two-month extension for its final report. The SC also refuses to reinstate Srinivasan pending an inquiry.


September 29: Former Bangladesh captain Mohammad Ashraful’s eight-year ban is reduced to five years (two years suspended) by the Bangladesh Cricket Board’s disciplinary panel Chairman Justice Mohammad Abdur Rashid, following an appeal by the player.


September 30: Court declares Dawood, Chhota Shakeel and Chandigarh-based Sandeep Sharma as proclaimed offenders.


November 3: The Mudgal Committee submits its final report in the IPL corruption case to the Supreme Court, which will take it up on November 10. The report could determine, among other things, whether ICC Chairman Srinivasan can seek re-election as president of the BCCI.


November 10: The SC takes up the multiple reports submitted by the Mudgal Committee and postpones the hearing until November 14. The apex court asks the BCCI why the report cannot be made public.


November 11: Bombay High Court squashes the conflict-of-interest PIL against Srinivasan, filed by the Cricket Association of Bihar chief, challenging two amendments brought out by the BCCI in its rules, allegedly to favour Srinivasan.


November 17: Supreme Court slams Srinivasan, says no distinction between BCCI and IPL.


November 18: The BCCI calls the allegations against N. Srinivasan ‘baseless’ and gives him a clean chit in the IPL corruption case after reviewing the contents of the Mudgal report in the Working Committee Meeting. The working committee also decides to back Sundar Raman after hearing out his explanations.


November 21: Srinivasan seeks reinstatement as BCCI chief.


November 24: Conflict of interest returns to haunt Srinivasan in the Supreme Court.


November 25: The SC says Meiyappan’s role in IPL scam is like insider trading.


November 27: The SC throws suggestions that those named in the Mudgal Committee could be kept out of BCCI elections and the CSK franchise could be scrapped.


December 1: The SC says the onus of disproving conflict of interest is on Srinivasan.


December 9: The SC proposes a high-powered committee to cleanse cricket.


December 10: Srinivasan agrees to keep away from the IPL, seeks an SC nod for reinstatement as BCCI president.


December 15: The SC decides to examine a controversial amendment in the BCCI rules, which enables office bearers to own teams in the IPL and Champions League T20, amidst a raging debate over the conflict-of-interest issue. It also slams IPL Chief Operating Officer Sundar Raman for not taking any action even though he was aware that officials were involved in betting.


December 17: The SC asks players and administrators with interests not to run the game and reserves order in the alleged betting and spot-fixing scam case.


2015


January 22: The SC bars Srinivasan from standing for any post in the BCCI. It sets up a committee, comprising former chief justice of India RM Lodha, former justice Ashok Bhan and former justice R. Raveendran to determine appropriate punishments for Meiyappan, Kundra and their respective franchises. The apex court strikes down Rule 6.2.4 of the BCCI constitution, which allowed board officials to own a team. BCCI told to hold elections in the next six weeks.


May 23: Court reserves order on framing of charges.


July 11: The three-member panel says it will announce the quantum of punishment on July 14 for Meiyappan, Kundra and the teams they were part of – CSK and Rajasthan Royals respectively – for their alleged involvement in the IPL 2013 corruption scandal.


July 14: Chennai Super Kings and Rajasthan Royals are suspended for two years by the Supreme Court-appointed Justice Lodha Committee. Former CSK team official Gurunath Meiyappan and Rajasthan Royals co-owner Raj Kundra are also suspended for life from BCCI-related activity.


July 25: All the 36 accused are discharged, including Sreesanth, Chandila, and Chavan, by the Delhi High Court.


November 9: Retired Justice A. P. Shah is appointed as Ombudsman of BCCI during its 86th Annual General Meeting. BCCI President Shashank Manohar to replace N. Srinivasan as ICC Chairman; Indian Team Director Ravi Shastri dropped from IPL governing council and selector Roger Binny, whose son Stuart is in contention for a place in the national team, is axed to avoid conflict of interest barbs. Six new venues – Visakhapatnam, Ranchi, Indore, Pune, Dharamsala, and Rajkot – are accorded Test status. Rajeev Shukla, Jyotiraditya Scindia, Ajay Shirke, M. P. Pandove and Sourav Ganguly form the modified five-member IPL governing council, which earlier had twenty-three members.


2016


January 4: Lodha panel submits their recommendations to the apex court to overhaul the functioning of the BCCI. These recommendations comprise: age cap of seventy years for office bearers, cooling-off period after one term, the appointment of a Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) official for the board, no ad-breaks during IPL, the appointment of CEO and CFO to the board, one-state-one-vote policy, etc.


January 7: BCCI President Anurag Thakur asks state associations to study the Lodha report through an e-mail and gave the boards a deadline of January 31 to respond on how it affected them individually.


January 25: Gulam Bodi banned for 20 years by Cricket South Africa after he admitted to contriving or attempting to fix matches during the 2015 Ram Slam T20 series.


February 4: The SC sets a deadline of March 3 for the board to respond to the Lodha reforms and say they find no reason to disagree with the recommendations of the committee.


February 5: BCCI President Anurag Thakur makes it clear that the board needs time to go over a report as big as the one prepared by the Lodha panel. Two days later, the board calls an SGM to discuss the Lodha panel reforms at length.


February 19: BCCI comes up with a list of ‘difficulties’ in the implementation of the reforms and also points out ‘anomalies’ that make the reforms practically unimplementable. The BCCI president is asked to file an affidavit in the SC to counter Lodha panel’s reforms. However, the board agrees on the appointment of a chief executive officer (CEO) and a chief financial officer (CFO).


March 1: BCCI files an affidavit in the Supreme Court challenging the Lodha panel reforms.


March 3: The SC questions BCCI for showing resistance to one-state-one-vote suggestion.


April 5: The SC lambasts BCCI for their funds’ allocation policy and irrational distribution of funds to the affiliated states.


April 8: The SC also opposes BCCI’s idea that any judicial intervention in its day-to-day operations would undermine their autonomy.


April 19: The SC comes down heavily on the suggestion that the one-state-one-vote recommendation would lead to politics within the BCCI.


April 20: Rahul Johri appointed as the CEO of BCCI.


April 29: SC is not ready to buy BCCI’s suggestion that the agecap of their office-bearers should be 70.


May 2: The SC makes it clear that the BCCI and all of its state associations will have to implement the Lodha reforms and a day later says that the board’s constitution is incapable of achieving the values of transparency, objectivity, and accountability and that it needed to be changed.


July 18: The Supreme Court tightens the noose around the Indian cricket board by accepting a majority of the reforms suggested by the Lodha panel and gives the board a time frame of four-to-six months to implement the same.


July 21: The Lodha panel makes its stance clear on the nine-year cap for administrators in state boards, says that those who have completed nine years in the job cumulatively cannot contest for another term.


July 24: Former BCCI president Sharad Pawar says he will step down from the position of Mumbai Cricket Association president in light of the Lodha panel reforms.


August 2: BCCI sets up a new legal panel to interact with the Lodha Committee and appoints former Supreme Court judge Markandey Katju to head the panel.


August 7: Justice Katju stirs a hornet’s nest by calling SC’s July 18 order asking BCCI to implement Lodha panel reforms as “unconstitutional and illegal”.


August 8: Former South African Test wicketkeeper Thami Tsolekile is banned for twelve years by Cricket South Africa for contriving to fix matches in the 2015 Ram Slam T20 Series. Three other cricketers, Jean Symes (seven years), Ethy Mbhalati, and Pumelela Matshikwe (ten years each), are also banned for breaching the anti-corruption code during the T20 series.


August 9: The Lodha panel sets September 30 as the deadline for the implementation of the first phase of the reforms. BCCI secretary Ajay Shirke meets the Lodha Committee and says the board will follow the timelines.


August 16: BCCI files a review petition against the July 18 SC judgment.


August 22: BCCI announces to hold its Annual General Meeting (AGM) on September 21. But the Lodha panel also makes it clear that it will be illegal if the recommendations are not adopted.


August 31: Lodha panel asks the BCCI to form a new IPL governing council by December 30.


September 12: ICC CEO Dave Richardson says BCCI President Anurag Thakur had asked the global body to send a letter to clarify that the Lodha panel reforms did not amount to government interference in the running of the board.


September 21: BCCI appoints M. S. K. Prasad as the Chief of the five-member National Selection Committee during the AGM. The Lodha panel had recommended to reduce it to three members. BCCI ends ombudsman, retired Justice AP Shah’s one-year tenure, two months in advance.


September 28: Lodha Committee, in a scathing status report, tells the SC that the BCCI had created ‘impediments’ in the implementation of reforms and recommends that all existing office-bearers of the board be replaced by a caretaker panel of administrators.


September 30: BCCI misses the first deadline set for September 30, and also fails to adopt the Memorandum of Association and Rules and Regulations at its SGM. Contrary to their parent body, Vidarbha and Tripura accept Lodha recommendations in toto.


October 1: BCCI agrees to implement certain reforms but ignores the contentious ones like age-restriction of 70 years for board officials, the tenure-cap of nine years with cooling-off periods, and the one-state-one-vote policy.


October 3: Yes Bank and Bank of Maharashtra asked by Lodha Committee not to disburse funds from the BCCI accounts to the state associations.


October 7: The SC, in an interim order, says no money should be given to state associations until Lodha Committee recommendations are accepted. It asks President Anurag Thakur to submit a personal affidavit clarifying whether he had sought ICC intervention against the implementation of the Lodha panel recommendations.


October 15: The board fails to get two-thirds majority among the member associations for implementing the Lodha recommendations in totality.


October 17: The SC reserves order on the judgment in the case.


October 18: Hearing of BCCI’s review petition of the July 18 verdict is adjourned.


October 21: The SC directs BCCI not to disburse funds to state associations until they accept the Lodha reforms.


November 21: The Lodha Committee proposes to the apex court that all BCCI and state association office bearers who do not satisfy the approved criteria be ‘disqualified’ with immediate effect.


December 2: BCCI continues to defy the Lodha reforms in their Special General Meeting (SGM).


December 15: The Supreme Court says BCCI President Anurag Thakur has committed perjury and could be arrested if allegations are proved. Thakur, SC claimed, had filed a false affidavit with regards to his communication with the ICC.


December 21: Former South African opener Alviro Petersen banned for two years by Cricket South Africa over breaches of the anti-corruption code, in relation to match-fixing during a domestic T20 competition in the 2015–16 season.


2017


January 2: Anurag Thakur and Ajay Shirke are removed from their posts of president and secretary of BCCI respectively by the Supreme Court, for not complying with the orders of the apex court in implementing the Lodha Committee reforms. The SC also orders the formation of a Committee of Administrators (CoA) to oversee the business operations of the BCCI.


January 24: The BCCI asked to submit its own list of names for office bearers in a sealed envelope by January 27.


January 30: The SC appoints former comptroller and auditor general of India, Vinod Rai as head of BCCI’s four-member Committee of Administrators (CoA), to run the affairs of BCCI. It includes noted historian and writer Ramachandra Guha, former women’s cricket team captain Diana Edulji and Vikram Limaye, Managing Director and CEO of Infrastructure Development Finance Corporation (IDFC).


February 10: Islamabad United batsmen Sharjeel Khan and Khalid Latif are provisionally suspended following an investigation by the Pakistan Cricket Board in the 2017 Pakistan Super League in the UAE. Both players are sent home.


June 1: Ramachandra Guha resigns from the CoA and, in a scathing resignation letter, blames the ‘superstar culture’ in Indian cricket for his disillusionment with the sport and its administration. He also states that the CoA has not been able to perform the task that was given to them by the Supreme Court.


June 11: Vinod Rai says fellow CoA member Vikram Limaye will be stepping down on July 14 following his appointment as Managing Director and CEO of National Stock Exchange.


July 12: CoA complains to the Supreme Court in its fourth status report, that N. Srinivasan and Niranjan Shah are creating impediments in the implementation of Lodha reforms.


July 13: Ousted BCCI president Anurag Thakur issues an unconditional apology to the Supreme Court with regards to the perjury case against him.


July 14: The Supreme Court issues notices to Srinivasan and Shah, based on the CoA’s fourth status report. The SC accepts Thakur’s apology and drops the perjury charges against him.


July 24: Srinivasan and Shah are barred by the SC from attending BCCI SGM scheduled for July 26. It also states that the one-state-one-vote order will be looked into, as it might not be good for Indian cricket.


July 26: The BCCI, at its Special General Meeting, adopts Lodha panel reforms partially, rejecting all major recommendations on good governance, including age cap, tenure and a cooling-off period.


August 15: In its fifth status report, the CoA accuses the BCCI of misinterpreting the Supreme Court order to keep BCCI CEO Rahul Johri and the legal team out of the SGM. It also asks the Supreme Court to remove the BCCI top brass for failing to implement Lodha reforms.


August 23: The Supreme Court of India issues show-cause notice to BCCI’s acting-president C. K. Khanna, secretary Amitabh Choudhary and treasurer Anirudh Chaudhry, to explain why the Lodha Committee recommendations have not been implemented. The apex court also asks the CoA to make a new draft of the BCCI constitution and place it in front of the bench.


August 30: Pakistan Cricket Board’s anti-corruption tribunal bans Sharjeel Khan for five years (two-and-a-half years suspended) for his role in a spot-fixing scandal in the 2017 Pakistan Super League.


September 11: CoA submits a draft of BCCI constitution to the Supreme Court.
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