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This time last year we were well buzzing about football in 2020, but it got totally derailed! We’re hoping that 2021 will make up for it – here’s what we’re most looking forward to…



NEW ERA
Cristiano Ronaldo and Lionel Messi have dominated footy
for over a decade, but their time is coming to an end! In
2021 we could see them replaced at the top of the game
by younger stars like Jadon Sancho, Kylian Mbappe and
Erling Haaland! Could one of them bag the Ballon d’Or?



FOOTBALL’S COMING BACK!



Check out our Euro 2020 preview on page 18!



EUROS TAKE TWO
We were gutted when the Euros got
pushed back a year, but at least we’ve got
a wicked competition to look forward to
next summer! There are plenty of young
stars that’ll be ready to tear up the comp
with an extra season’s experience – like
Mason Greenwood, Bukayo Saka and
Phil Foden – while players and fans will
want to make the most of the tournament
big time after its postponement!



OLYMPICS
In July, straight after the Euros, teams will head to Tokyo
aiming to win gold at the Olympics! Brazil are the holders of
the men’s tournament after winning on home soil in 2016, while
Team GB will be aiming to become the first British side to bag
a footy medal since 1912 in the women’s competition!
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INTERNATIONAL
FOOTY IN 2021!



The football calendar was messed up in 2020, but 2021 should more than make up for it! Check out the tournaments that are set to take place...



￼
Euro 2020
June 11-July 11
As planned last year to celebrate the European Championship’s 60th anniversary, 12 host cities will stage the matches – including London and Glasgow!
￼
COPA AMERICA
June 11-July 11
Like the Euros, South America’s major footy comp got pushed back a year. Argentina and Colombia will be sharing hosting duties!
￼
GOLD CUP
July 2-25
The men’s senior international tournaments will be rounded off by CONCACAF’s major competition – the 16th in its history – with Mexico aiming for a record ninth title!
￼
OLYMPICS
July 21-August 7
Both the men and women’s events will be packed with quality, but Team GB are only sending a female team to Tokyo!



EPIC
ATMOSPHERES
Watching so much footy behind closed
doors in 2020 has been heartbreaking –
the game is nothing without the fans!
We want to see supporters going nuts
in the stands every single week in
2021, with the biggest games in the
Prem, Champions League and cups
played out in front of sold-out
stadiums. Fingers crossed!



WSL
2020 was a horrible year for
the WSL too, with Chelsea
awarded the title after the
season ended early. We want
to see the league return to full
strength in the New Year,
with some of the best talents
in the women’s game at the
peak of their powers battling
to lift next season’s title!



We’ve picked ten Women’s players to watch at the Olympics on
page 22!
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Ronaldo’s
 Records



In 2020, Cristiano
Ronaldo marked the 1,000th game of his career by scoring his 725th goal! Although he’s well into his 30s, the Portugal legend still has loads left in his locker, so MATCH checks out the records he wants to break next…



11



CR7 will go to next summer’s Euros level with Cesc Fabregas and Andres Iniesta for most Euro matches won – 11! He only needs one more win to set a new record!



150



Ronaldo’s battled with Lionel Messi for the CL goal record for years, but now he’s well ahead of the Barca legend. He could be the first player to reach 150!



He’s also level with France legend Michel Platini for most goals scored at the Euros on nine, so he’ll surely set a new record for that as well!



109



He was stuck on 99 international goals before lockdown. After scoring his 100th goal, his next target will be Iran legend Ali Daei’s all-time record of 109!



TOP 5…



FASTEST
Prem
GOALS!



Shane Long
Watford v
Southampton
7.69 seconds



Ledley King
Bradford v
Tottenham
9.82 seconds



Alan Shearer
Newcastle
v Man. City
10.52 seconds



Christian Eriksen
Tottenham
v Man. United
10.54 seconds



Mark Viduka
Charlton
v Leeds
11.90 seconds
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crossing the
divide!



Euro 2020 will be the fifth Euros of Ronaldo’s career – more than any other player – and he’s scored at each of the last four!



Check out the players that got fans raging by moving from one huge rival to another!



Cristiano is one of ten players who’s won the Champions League five times – he’s only one behind Paco Gento’s all-time record!



LUIS FIGO
2000: Barcelona to Real Madrid
Barca fans were so angry with Figo for joining Real, one of them threw a pig’s head at him on his next visit to the Nou Camp!



177



Legendary keeper Iker Casillas has the record for most Champions League appearances, but CR7 can catch him in 2021!



SOL CAMPBELL
2001: Tottenham to Arsenal
Campbell left Spurs to join their North London rivals, and ended up winning the title at White Hart Lane with The Gunners. Ouch!



1000



ASHLEY COLE
2006: Arsenal To Chelsea
Chelsea got in big trouble for speaking to Cole without Arsenal’s permission in 2005, but he still moved a year later!



Ronaldo wants to end his career with over 1,000 goals! In the last five years, he’s scored well over 200 for club and country, so if he carries on at that rate he’ll have to play into his 40s to reach the landmark!



CARLOS TEVEZ
2009: Man. United to Man. City
When Tevez’s move across Manchester was confirmed, City unfurled a huge ‘Welcome To Manchester’ banner to wind up United!



MATTY TAYLOR
2017: Bristol Rovers to Bristol City
City exploited a contract clause to snap up their local rivals’ top goalscorer on deadline day in January 2017!



One more CL victory will also take him level with Clarence Seedorf’s record of lifting the trophy with three different clubs!



Did you know?



Remember when fans of Dutch side ADO Den Haag celebrated the arrival of Alan Pardew and his assistant Chris Powell with this massive Ghostbusters banner? Well Random!



QUICK QUIZ!
In 2020 Liverpool became the seventh club to win the Premier League title! Can you name the other six?
Turn over for answers!



2020’S WEIRDEST BANNER



Brazil and Sao Paulo legend Rogerio Ceni is the highest-scoring goalkeeper of all time! He bagged over 131 goals in his career thanks to his wicked free-kick and penalty-taking tekkers!
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MATCH
looks back on
2020, and how
the football family
united to fight back against Coronavirus and footy being locked down!



FOOTBALL




FIGHTS BACK!



#STAYATHOMECHALLENGE!



There were loads of different #StayAtHomeChallenges to keep
the stars and public entertained during lockdown! The one that
really seemed to kick it all off in the footy world was kick-ups with
a toilet roll! The likes of Lionel Messi, Marcus Rashford, Joao Felix,
Tammy Abraham and Vinicius Junior all got involved. Quality!



EPREMIER
LEAGUE
INVITATIONALS!



FRIDAY FAMILY
CHALLENGE!



Prem superstars put their
FIFA skills to the test in two
FIFA 20 tournaments, with
the prize funds being donated
to the #PlayersTogether
initiative – a way for stars to
generate money for the NHS!
Wolves’ Diogo Jota edged out
Trent Alexander-Arnold 2-1
in the first final, while
James Maddison won
the second edition!



Every Friday during lockdown,
the Premier League and
Premier League Communities
put out a Family Challenge
with different tasks for
households to try to complete
– including writing letters and
poems, plus solving maths
problems! How many did
your family take on?



Did you know?



STADIUM WATCH!
The 2021 Champions League final will be at Istanbul’s Ataturk Olympic Stadium – the venue that hosted Liverpool’s mad 2005 CL final comeback against AC Milan! It was originally supposed to host the 2020 CL final, before getting moved to Lisbon!



The oldest football club in the world is Sheffield FC! The club currently plays footy in the Northern Premier League Division One South East, and in 2021 they’ll celebrate their 164th birthday!



QUICK QUIZ ANSWERS!
These teams have all won the Premier League in the past. Did you guess all six correctly?
Man. United	￼		Chelsea	￼
Blackburn	￼		Man. City	￼
Arsenal	￼		
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ON SOCIAL!



MATCH had loads of social media campaigns to keep our followers entertained while footy was on hold as well!



making a difference!



Loads of players used their extra time and
profile to make a difference to society during
the pandemic. Ballers Juan Mata and James
Maddison made video calls to supporters in
isolation to give them a lift, while Marcus
Rashford joined forces with FareShare to
campaign for access to free school meals,
causing a U-turn in UK government policy!



#MyMATCHShirt
We posted some wacky shirts from our collection, and asked readers to send in their favourite football jerseys too!
￼ ￼ ￼ 
#MATCHSockUps
￼
#MATCHKickUps
￼￼ 
#MATCHUltimatePlayer
￼
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