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Andy Griffiths lives in a 117-storey treehouse with his friend Terry and together they make funny books, just like the one you’re holding in your hands right now. Andy writes the words and Terry draws the pictures. If you’d like to know more, read this book (or visit www.andygriffiths.com.au).
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Terry Denton lives in a 117-storey treehouse with his friend Andy and together they make funny books, just like the one you’re holding in your hands right now. Terry draws the pictures and Andy writes the words. If you’d like to know more, read this book (or visit www.terrydenton.com.au).
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CHAPTER 1


THE 117-STOREY TREEHOUSE
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Hi, my name is Andy.
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This is my friend Terry.
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We live in a tree.
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Well, when I say ‘tree’, I mean treehouse.


And when I say ‘treehouse’, I don’t just mean any old treehouse—I mean a 117-storey treehouse. (It used to be a 104-storey treehouse, but we’ve added another 13 storeys.)
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So what are you waiting for?


Come on up!
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We’ve added a tiny-horse level,
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a pyjama-party room,
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an Underpants Museum,
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a photo-bombing booth,
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a waiting room,
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a treehouse visitor centre with a 24-hour information desk, a penguin-powered flying treehouse tour bus and a gift shop,
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the Door of Doom (don’t open it or you’ll be COMPLETELY and UTTERLY DOOMED!),
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a circus with fire-eaters, sword-swallowers, chair-tamers, trapeze artists and clowns,
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an all-you-can-eat-including-the-furniture level where you can eat absolutely everything, including the furniture,
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a kite-flying hill,
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a traffic school,
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a giant-fighting-robot arena,
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and a water-ski park filled with flesh-eating piranhas—don’t fall in!
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As well as being our home, the treehouse is where we make books together. I write the words and Terry draws the pictures.
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As you can see, we’ve been doing this for quite a while now.
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It can get a little crazy at times …
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but somehow we always get our book done in the end.




CHAPTER 2


CAN! CAN’T! CAN!
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If you’re like most of our readers, you’re probably wondering how come it’s always me who tells the story and never Terry.


‘Yeah,’ says Terry. ‘I’ve wondered that too. How come I never get to tell the story?’


‘Because I’m the narrator,’ I say, ‘and you’re the illustrator—that’s why!’


‘I can narrate too, you know,’ says Terry.


‘No you can’t,’ I say.


‘Yes I can!’ says Terry.
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I’m just about to yell ‘CAN’T’ even bigger when Jill comes along.


‘What are you two arguing about?’ she says.
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‘Terry says he can narrate and I say he


‘There’s a better way to settle this than by shouting at each other,’ says Jill.


‘Really?’ I say. ‘How?’


‘Let Terry do some narration and see how it goes,’ says Jill.


‘But he’s an illustrator. Illustrators can’t narrate—everybody knows that!’
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‘That’s not true,’ says Jill. ‘What about Dr Moose? He wrote and illustrated The Splat in the Hat.’
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‘And who could forget the wonderful Beatrix Potty?’ says Jill. ‘I love her animal stories—and she does the story and the illustrations as well!’
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Oh, that’s our video phone. I’d better answer it.


‘I hope it’s not Mr Big Nose,’ says Terry.


‘Me too,’ I say.


I answer the phone.


It is Mr Big Nose!


‘Why hasn’t the story started yet?’ he says.


‘Because,’ I say, ‘Terry wants to tell the story and I was just explaining that illustrators can’t tell stories because that’s the author’s job.’
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‘That’s nonsense!’ says Mr Big Nose. ‘What about Boris Bendback? His Where the Filed Things Are is the most famous and best-loved children’s book about office management of all time … and he’s the author and the illustrator!’


‘Yeah,’ I say, ‘that is good, but—’


‘No buts about it,’ says Mr Big Nose. ‘If Terry wants to tell the story then let him—maybe he’ll create a classic just like Boris Bendback. But make sure it’s on my desk by five o’clock this afternoon … or I’ll file you both under F for FIRED!’
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‘Don’t worry about a thing,’ I say. ‘We’ll get it done.’


‘You’d better!’ says Mr Big Nose.


The screen goes blank.


‘Yay!’ says Terry. ‘Mr Big Nose said I can tell the story!’


I shake my head. ‘Are you sure you want to do this, Terry? Storytelling is not as simple as it looks, you know. You can get into quite a lot of trouble, actually. If you do anything wrong, the Story Police could arrest you and put you in prison.’


‘What for?’ says Terry.


‘For crimes against storytelling,’ I say.
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‘I don’t believe you,’ says Terry. ‘There’s no such thing as Story Police.’
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