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Formula 1 is one of the most exciting sports in the world.


It is noisy, colourful – and VERY, VERY FAST!


Formula 1 cars can reach speeds of up to 320 kmh (200 mph). That’s three times faster than the 113-kmh (70-mph) speed limit on motorways, the fastest roads you can use in the UK.
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The F1 cars race side-by-side at these unbelievable speeds.


It takes very special and very brave drivers to do this in these incredible machines.


That’s why the twenty F1 drivers are the best in the world. They come from all sorts of countries, and race all around the globe.




I love watching F1. I’ve been SO lucky to attend more than 500 Grands Prix around the world!
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These drivers compete against each other in races known as Grands Prix (which means ‘Great Prize’ in French!).




And it certainly is a Great Prize – champion teams win millions of pounds!
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They drive for ten F1 teams, with two drivers in each of these top teams.


Ferrari is the most famous. The Italian team has been racing for more than 75 years.


The Mercedes and Red Bull teams have won the most races in the past ten years. Both these teams are based in England.


There are more than twenty Grands Prix held from March to November around the world.


Each race track is different. Some are on city streets – like in Monte Carlo, Baku in Azerbaijan or Las Vegas in the United States. Once the Grand Prix has finished, the crash barriers and grandstands are removed and the normal traffic – cars, buses, vans – returns to the streets.


Other Grands Prix are on permanent circuits built for racing – like Silverstone in England, Suzuka in Japan or Monza in Italy.


The length of the laps is also different. Monaco is the shortest at 3.34 km (2.07 miles). Spa in Belgium is the longest at 7 km (4.35 miles).


Each race lasts for an hour and a half – sometimes longer.


The winner of each race receives twenty-five championship points. Points are awarded down to 10th place like this:
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After the last race of the year, the driver with the most points becomes World Champion!


This is the greatest honour in motor racing. The World Champion is the BEST driver.


There have been thirty-four different World Champions in the past seventy-four years.


It is every young driver’s dream to become World Champion. And there is one young driver from England who is fast becoming the world’s next Racing Legend . . .
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WHO IS LANDO NORRIS?


Lando Norris is a rising star of Formula 1. The young English driver is someone to watch. He won his first Grand Prix in 2024!


When he was little, Lando’s dad took him to a go-kart race near their home in England’s West Country. Lando immediately fell in love with the sport and wanted to race.


He wanted to be fast and he wanted to be the best.
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And it didn’t take him long to achieve both of those things . . .


When he was only fourteen years old, Lando became the youngest EVER karting World Champion.


He was younger than either Lewis Hamilton or Max Verstappen, two absolute Racing Legends!


When Lando moved from karts into faster racing cars, he won the Formula 4 Championship in his first season in 2015. That was an incredible achievement and marked Lando as a future F1 star and a likely World Champion.


In 2018, he advanced to Formula 2. By finishing runner-up in that championship, he underlined just how good he was!


The McLaren F1 team signed Lando as their test and reserve driver – a sure sign of their belief in the young Englishman. Once you become a test driver you’re only one step away from racing in Grands Prix!




Lando races for McLaren, a top team that has won the World Championship with famous F1 stars such as Ayrton Senna, Alain Prost and Lewis Hamilton.
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In 2019, Lando Norris joined the list of full-time F1 drivers as he made his debut in the Australian Grand Prix. At the age of nineteen, he became the youngest British driver to compete in F1.


Lando learned quickly. He was soon scoring championship points and then, in 2020, he finished on the podium for the first time in the Austrian Grand Prix.
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Lando was the only driver outside of the favourite teams – Red Bull, Mercedes and Ferrari – to finish in the top three and stand on the podium in 2022.


Which F1 team do you support?





Lando was just one point short of Charles Leclerc and Fernando Alonso, the star drivers who finished joint-fourth in the 2023 World Championship. At a young age, he was competing with racing royalty.


2024 is Lando’s sixth season in F1. McLaren boss, Zak Brown, says: ‘Lando is hot property. We want to win races and championships together and Lando is set to do that with McLaren. It’s a really exciting prospect.’
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LANDO’S LEGENDARY STATS
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LANDO’S LIFE


Lando Norris is from Glastonbury in the UK. He lived near the site of the famous music festival.




Lando likes chilled music and took up drumming for fun after he became a Grand Prix driver. Driving and drumming are both about good timing!





When he was seven, Lando started racing karts with his older brother, Oliver. Lando fell in love with being in control while driving fast.


The two brothers were always competing against each other. This helped improve both of their standards. They supported one another a lot, and that made both of them better drivers.
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After a few years, Lando moved to Monaco to join other F1 stars such as World Champions Max Verstappen, Lewis Hamilton and Mika Häkkinen.


When he’s not racing, Lando likes getting up late!
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Lando enjoys playing golf, particularly with Carlos Sainz, who was his teammate at McLaren in 2019 and 2020. After so much high-speed racing, it must feel relaxing to play a sport as slow as golf!


Being very active on social media, Lando has a huge number of fans. That’s not hundreds or thousands, but millions!
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Lando’s favourite hobby is painting and airbrushing his own crash helmets. He loves designing things and even set up his own company to sell merch.


Do you have a favourite hobby?












THE NORRIS FAMILY


Lando was born on 13 November 1999.


The name ‘Lando’ has nothing to do with the famous character in Star Wars! It was chosen by his mum, Cisca, who just liked the name. Lando loves it, because it’s a little different!




If you could come up with a name for a pet or a new baby, what would you pick?





Lando’s mum is from Belgium. She was a teacher. His dad, Adam, was a very successful financial adviser from England. He was able to retire early from finance and run other businesses, including making e-scooters!


Lando has two sisters; Flo and Cisca. Flo is a successful show jumper – show jumping is a type of horse-riding sport.
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Lando tried horse-riding when he was very young, like his sister. He liked it, but being only four years old, was scared of being so high up!




Horses can gallop at 25 kmh (15 mph). Not as fast as a kart – and Lando would rather be sitting much closer to the ground!





Lando’s older brother, Oliver, raced karts until he was fourteen. Oliver now runs a business that makes simulators for professional racing drivers to practise at home. The simulators are a lot of fun, but are very expensive!
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Sport was taken very seriously at Lando’s school. So much so that Lando was granted time off to race karts while continuing his studies. That came with a sacrifice. Lando did not pass his GCSEs – but that only increased his determination to succeed in motor sport. He had put everything on the line to become a racer. And now he had to do it.


OEBPS/xhtml/docimages/pg23.jpg
VA _

—(o—

\\V _





OEBPS/xhtml/docimages/titlepage.jpg
Maurice Hamilton
d by Cat sims

[llustrate

M
ACMILLAN CHILDREN'S BOOKS





OEBPS/xhtml/docimages/pg1.jpg





OEBPS/xhtml/docimages/pg4.jpg





OEBPS/xhtml/docimages/pg3.jpg





OEBPS/xhtml/docimages/pg6.jpg





OEBPS/xhtml/docimages/pgvi.jpg





OEBPS/xhtml/docimages/pg5.jpg





OEBPS/xhtml/docimages/pg8.jpg





OEBPS/xhtml/docimages/pg10.jpg





OEBPS/xhtml/docimages/pg11.jpg





OEBPS/xhtml/docimages/pg16.jpg





OEBPS/xhtml/docimages/pg18.jpg





OEBPS/xhtml/docimages/pg19.jpg





OEBPS/xhtml/docimages/pg12.jpg
Coordination:
Control:
Precision:
Balance:

Wet Weather

Q(ills:

10110
10110

8Nno
10110

910






OEBPS/xhtml/docimages/pg13.jpg
Acceleration: 9/10
Fitness: 910
Staying calm: 8/10

Split-second

decisions: 10/10
Strategy: 70

0= 0






OEBPS/xhtml/docimages/pg15.jpg





OEBPS/xhtml/docimages/cover.jpg





OEBPS/xhtml/docimages/pg1a.jpg





