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Foreword



The world of birds is bursting with vibrant colour, enchanting song and electric energy – some of the best things life can offer. Birds capture the hearts and imaginations of so many people around the globe. They connect us, leading our minds down rabbit holes of wonder, where our curiosity asks simple but fundamental questions like, ‘Why do blackbirds sing from the peaks of treetops?’ and, ‘What does the repetitive call of the cuckoo actually mean?’.
Bright Birds is a beautifully written look at birds from across the world. With every page, you’ll be soaking up fascinating details about their biology alongside mind-boggling facts that would surprise even the most experienced of birders. For example, how Fairy-wrens have evolved specialised alarm calls in order to recruit reinforcements from other species during periods of threat. Or how Egyptian Vultures use tools to reach the most inaccessible of meals. The birds are 



brought to life with stunning illustrations – equally as bold and striking as the species themselves. The pages encourage the reader to appreciate the natural world and invite us to celebrate the beauty, behaviour and cognitive abilities of birds. 
I feel the same excitement today watching birdlife as I did as a young child. I have the same feelings of joy and fascination when a Kingfisher darts by (too fast to register in its entirety, but slow enough to leave behind a blurry blue bolt like lightning) or when a Red Kite soars overhead, relying on the rising warm air for lift beneath its angular wings. As much as we now know about birds from modern science and ever-advancing technologies, there remains a magical mystery to them. There is still so much left to uncover, which is one of the reasons this animal group is so interesting – birds keep us guessing, keep us curious, and give us the chance to learn more about ourselves in return.
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We are living in a fast-changing world facing a climate and biodiversity crisis. Wild habitats are being restricted and destroyed, our planet’s natural systems are shifting, and the seasons are confused to say the least. Birdlife International, one of the world’s leading conservation charities, tells us that nearly half the world’s bird populations are in decline, with one in eight now threatened with extinction. It sounds scary, and it is. But I am also acutely aware that we have the solutions to help the planet and to save some of its most treasured species. We can all do something to help, starting with appreciating and celebrating the birds that live in our gardens and parks, as well as those further afield around the world.
We only protect what we love – so let’s get on with loving the exquisite beauty birds bring to the world; their remarkable intelligence and their captivating songs. It is a wonderful world to be part of, if only we stop, look, and really listen to the life around us. 




Megan McCubbin
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Introduction



Introduction



Birds can be found almost everywhere on Earth. There are thousands of different species, which come in all sizes and colours, from the teeny-tiny Bee Hummingbird that would fit in the palm of your hand, to the enormous Ostrich that would bump its head on the ceiling if it were standing in your home. 
Birds originally evolved from dinosaurs and have been in existence for around 150 million years. They continue to evolve in different ways, adapting and learning new skills to suit new environments. They are able to do this by using their brilliant brains. 
All brains are incredible. No matter how big or small, they are vital to make living beings function and are the most complex part of the body. But if someone were to call you ‘birdbrain’, it would not be meant as a compliment. They would be 



calling you foolish, suggesting that you have a tiny brain that isn’t as clever as most human brains. But perhaps this insult isn’t really fair to birds? 
Humans have very big brains. The outer layer of the human brain is called the cerebral cortex and is full of deep folds, which maximises the surface area that can fit inside our heads. The cerebral cortex plays a key role in our higher-level functions, such as memory, thinking, reasoning, learning and problem-solving, as well as our emotions and making sense of what we can see, hear, touch, taste and smell. In other words, many of the things that we believe mark us out as special compared to the rest of the animal kingdom, including birds. 
However, birds are very different to humans, so their brains have evolved for their needs. We are understanding more 
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