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  About the Authors




  Ben Weinreb (1912–1999) was a self-taught bibliophile with a particular interest in architecture. From humble beginnings in a Bloomsbury basement, he went on to

  become the world’s leading antiquarian architectural bookseller, always aided and encouraged by his wife Joan. In 1969, he started to compile and enlist contributors for The London

  Encyclopaedia, which was first published in 1983.




  Christopher Hibbert is an historian and biographer. Born in Leicestershire in 1924, Hibbert was educated at Radley College and then Oxford University, before going on to

  serve as an infantry officer in the London Irish Rifles during the Second World War. He was wounded twice and awarded the Military Cross in 1945. In 1979, he joined Ben Weinreb in creating The

  London Encyclopaedia, and he has also written books on London, Venice, Florence and Rome, among others. He continues to be published internationally and is a Fellow of the Royal Society of

  Literature.




  Julia Keay is co-editor with John Keay of the Collins Encyclopaedia of Scotland and author of The Spy Who Never Was, With Passport and Parasol and

  Alexander the Corrector.




  John Keay, once a history scholar at Magdalen College, Oxford, has written some twenty books, mostly works of history. He is married to Julia Keay and they have four

  children.




  Matthew Weinreb is a renowned architectural photographer. The son of Ben Weinreb, he was the first winner of the European award for Architectural Photographer of the Year

  and continues to win accolades for his work. He has published a number of books and shoots for clients all over the world. His imagery is available online at imagefind.com.
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  Introduction to the First Edition




  The London Encyclopaedia contains within a single volume the record of its streets and buildings, people and events. The first book to do this was John Stow’s

  Survey of London, published in 1598. His was both a history and a guide-book. ‘What London hath been of ancient time men may here see, as what it is now every man doth behold,’

  he wrote.




  Stow’s book is printed on 252 small leaves, less than half the size of this one. The largest and most detailed history is today the responsibility of a permanent department of the Greater

  London Council. It too is called The Survey of London. Publication, which began eighty-five years ago, has now reached volume 42 (though as some are in several parts there are actually

  fifty-eight volumes). By the time it is finished there will be more than double that number.




  Stow draws a parallel with Rome, ‘the chief city of the world who drew her originall from Gods, Goddesses and demy Gods . . . so London deriveth itself from the very same originall’.

  Then he describes its walls, rivers, gates, towers, castles, sports and pastimes and finally each City ward, street by street, giving us the history of churches and charities, the halls of City

  companies, the fine houses and much else. The Greater London Survey does the same, except that neither pagan gods nor sports and pastimes come within its scholarly and exacting terms of

  reference, but every street and every building of interest is recorded, listing the former occupants and detailing its architectural history.




  This encyclopaedia aims to lie somewhere between the two.




  Since Stow there have been many other surveys and histories, but we have taken as our model Wheatley and Cunningham’s London Past and Present of 1891, which in its turn is based

  upon Cunningham’s Handbook for London of 1849, the earliest historical survey to be arranged in alphabetical form. Peter Cunningham, Clerk to the Audit Office, both wrote and edited

  many books. Work on the Handbook took him seven years, during which, he says, he ‘left no known source likely to afford new information neglected’, concluding: ‘I am still

  so much in love with my subject that I shall continue to collect for a new and improved edition of my work whether called for by the public or not.’ It was called for, and a second edition

  appeared the next year.




  His story is a sad one. When he was twenty-six he discovered in the Audit Office a document containing several references to Shakespeare which was published by the Shakespeare Society. A number

  of years later it was suspected of being forged, and by Cunningham himself. Although he was not directly accused, investigations revealed irregularities in the Audit Office which resulted in his

  retirement from government service and his disappearance from the literary scene. This did not diminish the debt of subsequent London historians, which they have always acknowledged. (The document

  itself continued to be treated with suspicion by Shakespearean scholars, but in 1930 it was subjected to chemical and microscopic examination and proved to be completely authentic.)




  After Peter Cunningham’s death, his brother Francis spent his last years on the Handbook’s revision but, says Wheatley, ‘though energetic in the search for information

  he put little of it on paper’. Then James Thorne, the author of the Handbook to the Environs of London, took over the work, but he too died before he had finished. Finally it was given

  to H.B. Wheatley, who then completely rewrote it, adding a wealth of literary allusion. This became the London Past and Present referred to above, and it was the necessary revision and

  extension of Wheatley and Cunningham out of which the present encyclopaedia has grown. By now, however, there were not only ninety more eventful years to be included, but London had become Greater

  London, extending her boundaries by hundreds of miles. So if a new book was to take shape, comparable with its predecessors and yet contained in a single volume, once again it had to be entirely

  rewritten.




  Wheatley was a man of learning and industry. In another work he edited the diary of Samuel Pepys but, in conformity with the proprieties of his time, ommitted all that was indelicate. This same

  reticence is observed in his writings on London. We are less inhibited, and when an incident or ancedote illustrates or enhances an entry it is told, we hope, with the smell and gusto of the period

  in which it occurred. The intervening years have also uncovered lost records which shed new light on old tales, enabling us to correct attributions, clarify identities and amend errors which

  repetition had hardened into history. It is, of course, possible that in spite of infinite care, we ourselves have lent credibility to further errors for future editors to discover. We have been

  chroniclers engaged in the recording of facts rather than historians concerned with their cause and consequence. It has been our task to compress within a paragraph that which has sometimes been

  the subject of a book and, like Stow, to set down concisely and in plain words what is generally known and held to be true.




  Of course the account of streets and buildings is the story of the people who have lived in them, so that interspersed between the names and dates there sometimes springs to life a man or a

  woman, long since dead, whose wit or wisdom, triumph or tragedy, transcends the sequence of events and imprints upon our mind the vivid picture of their person or the haunting echo of their voice.

  The recital of these same unvarnished lists of names reminds us ‘that in this court did Goldsmith walk’ or ‘on that spot a maypole stood’ or here, beneath the

  traffic’s unrelenting surge, could once be heard the trundle of a hangman’s cart.




  Fourteen years ago I began work on this book as an intermittent and spare-time occupation without realising the enormity of the labour involved. Penny Howman worked on it with me for a time, as

  did Peter Clayton, but it was my wife Joan who bought order and system to the mounting records and it was her unflagging determination that kept it going when there was no end in sight. In 1977 my

  friend James Price advised me that a seasoned and experienced partner might more speedily bring the book to fruition, hence in 1979 I was joined, at his suggestion, by Christopher Hibbert and later

  that year the book was accepted by Macmillan.




  My name is first on the title page because I was the initiator, but it is also testimony to Christopher Hibbert’s generosity of spirit, for if typography were accurately to reflect the

  content, his name would be printed much the larger. It is due to his breadth of scholarship, to his skill and clarity as a writer, and to his firm, fair editorial hand that The London

  Encyclopaedia has reached completion.




  Ben Weinreb





  1983




  
 





  Introduction to the Third Edition




  An introduction by the late Ben Weinreb to the first edition (1983) of this book explains its genesis, and in the Acknowledgements to the Second Edition (1993) his co-editor

  Christopher Hibbert indicates how the work was first updated. The present edition comes after a longer lapse of fourteen years and from a quite different editorial collaboration. Although our

  objective has been to retain the original in its delightful entirety, the addition of new entries and the complete revision of some existing entries has been unavoidable. The book has undergone

  more than a facelift, as indeed has London itself.




  Parts of London have changed almost beyond recognition since the 1980s. Dockers are no longer found in Docklands and three quarters of the current office space in the City is of post-1980

  construction. Derelict waterfronts, whether beside the river or the canal basins, have been transformed into sprightly amenities. Elsewhere large swathes of post-industrial wasteland have been

  reclaimed for office, housing, leisure and retail development. Skylines have erupted and new transport tunnels have been bored. The Heritage Lottery Fund and the Millennium Commission have made a

  tremendous difference, enabling many endangered buildings to be rescued and open spaces to be refreshed. Other initiatives have ensured the study and preservation of archaeological finds uncovered

  in the process of redevelopment.




  Society has also changed. In 2000 London at last regained a say in its government through the creation of the mayoralty, the Greater London Assembly and their various subsidiary bodies. More

  obviously, Londoners themselves have changed. When Ben Weinreb began work on this book in the late 1960s, immigration from overseas accounted for about one in twelve Londoners; now (2007) the

  figure for Londoners of non-British birth or ethnic minority status is about one in three. London has the two largest mosques in Europe (excluding Istanbul), the largest Hindu temple, and the

  largest Sikh gurdwara. Whole districts have acquired distinct ethnic identities. They have brought to London a dynamic cosmopolitanism which in entries both old and new we have tried to

  reflect.




  It seems incredible that when Weinreb and Hibbert produced the first two editions of this book they did so without the benefit of the microchip. Manual typewriters were then the tools of the

  trade, copies came from carbons, corrections were made with Tippex, and card index boxes held all the entries. But for this edition the offer of a basement stuffed with index cards was politely

  declined. It so happened that the entire text had anyway to be rekeyed, a marathon task that was performed with extraordinary accuracy by the typesetter, to whom we are extremely grateful. The text

  was thus available in a computer-friendly format and the workload thereby rendered almost manageable.




  Observant readers will notice that for this edition the list of contributors is shorter. Unlike the previous editors we have had the benefit of the Internet. Many of those institutions and

  organizations who contributed to the first two editions now host their own websites, and these have been freely consulted. Additionally we have had the advantage of some new and distinguished

  publications on London, most notably the latest editions of the six Pevsner Architectural Guides to London as prepared by Bridget Cherry, Simon Bradley and Charles O’Brien in the

  Buildings of England series published by Yale University Press.




  In all the text has grown by about 10 per cent. There are some 200 new entries; as many others have been wholly or substantially revised. But deletions have been kept to a minimum, and about 70

  per cent of the original text has scarcely been touched. Its profound and occasionally idiosyncratic scholarship should be unimpaired.




  Encyclopaedias are not meant to be read from cover to cover. Yet doing so, several times over, has proved to be one of the great pleasures of revising and updating this work. We cannot

  sufficiently applaud the original compilers. They set a standard for the authoritative and accessible single-volume topographical encyclopaedia that others have tried to replicate without ever

  quite succeeding. In fact our own Collins Encyclopaedia of Scotland (1994, 2001) was inspired by The London Encyclopaedia. It was therefore both an honour and a heavy responsibility

  to be invited to undertake this revision. For the opportunity to do so we would like to thank Bruce Hunter of David Higham Associates, our literary agent and also Christopher Hibbert’s, who

  has long been the champion of this enthralling and, we trust, still magisterial work.




  Julia Keay





  John Keay




  2008




  
 





  Guide to the Use of the Encyclopaedia




  The entries in this encyclopaedia are arranged in alphabetical order under their full and accepted name or title, thus: Sir John Soane’s Museum is listed under

  Sir John, not under Soane, and Open Air Theatre, Regent’s Park under Open, not Regent’s Park.




  Names of places and buildings which have been swept away and exist only in historical records and books of reference, such as this, are set in lower case italics, whereas all

  other entries are shown in uppercase.




  A number of subjects are grouped together: for example, Airports, City Livery Companies, Gardens, Golf Clubs, Statues and Cemeteries,

  etc., but occasionally by virtue of some difference or architectural feature they merit a separate entry. Eros for instance is not a statue, but a memorial. The sandwiching of Highgate

  Cemetery between Highgate and Highgate Hill suggests erroneously that even in death we are divided.




  There are also many special subject entries, for example, Ballooning, Crime, Executions, Planning and Building Regulations, Population,

  Street Cries, Street Lighting, Street Vendors, Transport, Water Supply and others.




  Cross references are clearly indicated by the use of SMALL CAPITAL in the body of the entry. Thus while Hoxton proudly claims Pollock’s Toy Theatre

  shop as part of its history, it enjoins you to see POLLOCK’S TOY MUSEUM, while the entry for Pollock’s Toy Museum points you back to Pollock’s

  humble origins in HOXTON.




  Index of People (see here) gives page references to more than 10,000 people mentioned in the text, but this time, of course, under surnames, for example,

  Soane, Sir John.




  General Index (see here) does the same for every place, building, institution, business, subject, event or incident, irrespective of whether it has a

  separate entry, like King’s Cross, or King’s Yard (which was another name for the Royal Naval Dockyard, under which it is mentioned), or little Palais de Luxe (soon

  renamed the Windmill Theatre), or the Palace of Westminster (which houses the House of Commons and the House of Lords).




  
 





  A-Z




  
 





  A




  A-Z STREET MAP OF LONDON • The creation of writer and painter Phyllis Pearsall (1906–96), who got lost in London in 1935 while using a 20-year-old street map,

  the most up to date that was then available. Enlisting the services of James Duncan, a draughtsman who worked for her cartographer father, and setting up her own office in a bedsit in HORSEFERRY ROAD, she spent more than a year walking the streets of the capital, covering 3,000 miles on foot, identifying and locating 23,000 streets, roads, squares, avenues, alleyways

  and cul-de-sacs, and creating her own map. Unable to find a publisher willing to invest in the project, Mrs Pearsall formed the Geographers’ Map Company and produced the first edition herself

  in 1936, paying for the initial print run of 10,000 copies and delivering the first batch to W.H. Smith in a wheelbarrow. It was an instant success and has dominated the UK market ever since.

  Seventy years on, A-Z Street Maps are still produced by the company, ownership of which its founder transferred to a trust for the benefit of its employees in 1966, and which was renamed the

  Geographers’ A-Z Map Company Ltd in 1972. Mrs Pearsall remained involved with its operations right up to her death at the age of 89. The number of streets listed in the London A-Z rose from

  23,000 in the 1st edition to nearly 70,000 by the 5th edition (2004). The commonest names are High Street and Station Approach (with 52 entries each), closely followed by Station Road (49), Park

  Road (46) and The Drive (40), while Victoria Road (37) narrowly beats Albert Road (32). The A–Z formula has since been repeated in street maps of many British cities. The company relocated

  from gray’s inn road to Sevenoaks in 1962, before moving to its present headquarters in Borough Green, Kent, in 1991. The fruits of Mrs Pearsall’s labours are now available on CD-ROM

  for computers and direct to mobile phone screens and electronic personal organizers.




  Abbey Lodge • Built probably in 1824 or 1825 by Decimus Burton, it adjoined the northern end of HANOVER TERRACE. In 1845 Elizabeth

  Gurney, daughter of the head of the Quaker banking family and niece of Elizabeth Fry, the reformer, married Christian, Freiherr von Bunsen; her father, who lived at 20 HANOVER

  TERRACE, gave them the villa as a wedding present; the Gothic arches and castellations were probably added at this time. The von Bunsens lived there till their deaths in 1903. The remainder

  of the lease was purchased by their friend, the Austrian painter and sculptor Emil Fuchs, who was patronized by Edward VII. In 1911 he sold the last 13 years of the lease to Baroness Deichmann, the

  von Bunsens’ elder daughter. In 1928 the house was demolished and a block of flats, which bears its name, built in its place.




  ABBEY MILLS PUMPING STATION • Abbey Lane, E15. Nicknamed ‘the Cathedral of Sewage’, this Victorian sewage pumping plant was tastefully disguised

  under Moorish towers and a Slavic dome and had an interior like a Byzantine church. Designed by Bazalgette and Cooper, it was built in 1865–8 as part of Bazalgette’s main drainage

  scheme for London (see DRAINS and SEWERS) and named after the nearby site of STRATFORD LANGTHORNE ABBEY. The towers

  were demolished during the 2nd World War as they were thought to present a too easily recognized landmark to German bombers on raids over London’s docks. Decommissioned in the 1990s, the

  shell of the original pumping station survives and has recently been restored. It now hosts tours, but none of the original steam-powered pumping plant remains. Its function has passed to the

  gleaming aluminium ‘barn’ nearby, built in 1996–7 to award-winning designs by Allies & Morrison and housing 16 state-of-the-art submersible pumps with a

  2-cubic-metre-per-second capacity powered by four diesel generators. The costs of pumping London’s sewage have thus been substantially lowered, and the efficiency of the process vastly

  improved. The sewage itself still ends up in the same 1869 main outfall sewer on its way to the same treatment plant at BARKING.




  [image: ]




  Abbey Mills Pumping Station. The galleried engine house inside is as extravagant as the Byzantine exterior. The tall chimneys were demolished during the 2nd World War.




  ABBEY NATIONAL PLC • The Abbey National Building Society was the result of a merger in 1944 between the Abbey Road Building Society which had been founded in 1874

  and the National Building Society which had been established in 1849 and which, within months of its foundation, had become by far the largest building society in England. The first offices of the

  National Freehold Land Society, from which the National Building Society developed and of which one of the founders was Richard Cobden, were at No. 11 POULTRY. The Abbey

  National became a public limited company in 1989; in 2003 it was rebranded as ‘Abbey’ and in 2004 was taken over by a Spanish bank. For many years the company’s head office was at

  Abbey House, BAKER STREET, where letters were regularly received addressed to the great detective Sherlock Holmes who, according to Conan Doyle, lived in a house (No. 221B)

  on this site.




  ABBEY ORCHARD STREET • SW1. Between OLD PYE STREET and GREAT SMITH STREET. It was built after the

  GREAT FIRE on the site of the medieval orchard of WESTMINSTER ABBEY. The Roman Catholic Chapel of St Ann was built in the

  1860s.




  ABBEY ROAD • NW6, NW8. Began as a lane leading to KILBURN PRIORY from which it takes its name. The stuccoed individual villas, each

  set in its own garden, which began to appear from 1830 onwards are now subdivided or have given way to blocks of flats. John MacWhirter the painter had his residence at No. 1 from 1888 to 1911; the

  main living room was a galleried hall. No. 3 is the ABBEY ROAD STUDIOS. Nos 5 and 7, a pair of villas, are in a remarkable Gothic Tudor style. Opposite them the Baptist

  church designed by W.G. Habershon and Pite was consecrated in 1863 and converted into flats in 1995.




  ABBEY ROAD STUDIOS • 3 Abbey Road, NW6. The house at No. 3 Abbey Road was purchased by EMI in 1929 and transformed into the first custom-built recording

  studio complex in the world. The studios were inaugurated in November 1931 with a recording of Edward Elgar’s ‘Land of Hope and Glory’ played by the London Symphony Orchestra.

  Artists to have made recordings in the studios include Yehudi Menuhin, Thomas Beecham, Janet Baker, Elizabeth Schwartzkopf, Glenn Miller, George Formby, Max Bygraves, Shirley Bassey, Cliff Richard

  and, most famously, the Beatles, who recorded most of their hit singles here. Previously known merely as the EMI Studios, they were renamed Abbey Road Studios following the release and success of

  the Beatles’ album Abbey Road in 1969. Since the 1980s the studios have also been used for recording film scores, including those for Raiders of the Lost Ark, The Lord of the

  Rings trilogy and the Harry Potter films.




  ABBEY STREET • SE1. Takes its name from BERMONDSEY ABBEY which covered Bermondsey Square and the ground between Grange Walk and Long

  Walk. The street is on the line of the nave of the abbey church. ‘The Bermondsans,’ wrote a correspondent in the Gentleman’s Magazine in 1808, ‘for a love of

  alteration have this year contrived a new road of no perceptible use or convenience through the very heart of the existing walls of the Abbey.’ The principal gateway of the abbey was removed

  for this purpose. The eastern gateway in Grange Walk had already been demolished in 1760. Neckinger Mills, formerly Bevington & Sons Leather Mills, was one of the most famous tanneries in

  Bermondsey producing light leathers for shoes and fancy goods. The tanning pits were located beside the River NECKINGER. It was said that the fish oil used in the tanning

  process did wonders for the hair and skin of the (largely female) leather workers. The mills opened in 1801 and continued production until 1981; since then the building has been converted into

  offices and studios.




  ABBEY WOOD • SE2. Lies east of WOOLWICH on the eastern boundary of the London Borough of GREENWICH. Modern

  Abbey Wood was originally part of the extensive marshes of PLUMSTEAD and Lesnes (later ERITH) manors which were enclosed in the early 13th century by

  the monks of the 12th-century Lesnes Abbey. The abbey was closed before the DISSOLUTION, and from the 18th century the marshes were used by the WOOLWICH

  ARSENAL. During the 19th century weapons were tested there and some of the arsenal’s moated enclosures still survive north of THAMESMEAD. By the end of the

  century Abbey Wood Station had been built on the North Kent Line, taking its name from the surviving woods south of the Lesnes Abbey remains, and giving it to the area that subsequently developed.

  During 1900–14 over 1,500 homes were built on the Bostall Estate, and in the 1950s the LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL developed the Abbey Wood Estate. The parish church of St

  Michael dates from 1908 (Sir Arthur Blomfield and Sons).




  ABCHURCH LANE • EC4. First mentioned as Abbechurche Lane in 1291, ST MARY ABCHURCH is near the south end. The name is perhaps a

  corruption of Upchurch, as the church is on slightly rising ground. In the early 17th century the lane was renowned for the cakes referred to in John Webster’s Northward Hoe (1607) and

  sold by Mother Wells who had her shop here. In the later part of the century and in the early 18th century it was even better known for the French eating house, PONTACK’S, whose exact site is uncertain. This was patronized by Evelyn, Wren and Swift. Pope chided John Moore, ‘author of the celebrated worm powder’, who lived here

  in 1737:




  

    

      Oh learned friend of Abchurch Lane


      Who sett’st our entrails free


      Vain is thy art, thy powder vain


      Since worms will eat ’een thee.


    


  




  The new KING WILLIAM STREET which was built in the 1830s cut the lane in two. In 1855 excavations for a sewer revealed an 11-metre length of Roman ragstone wall, probably

  running northwards up the middle of the lane from its junction with Nicholas Passage. The former GRESHAM CLUB at No. 15 reopened in 1994 as the London Capital Club.




  ABERCORN PLACE • NW8. Lies in ST JOHN’S WOOD on the HARROW SCHOOL Estate and is named after James

  Hamilton, 1st Duke of Abercorn, a governor of the school. Building had begun there by the 1830s. Today, the houses present a fascinating mixture from that date to the present day. Nos 13 and 15

  have pretty, early 19th-century façades, overlaid with pebble-dash. Charles Robert Leslie RA lived at No. 2, and T.H. Huxley was at No. 26 from 1861 to 1872.




  ABINGDON ROAD • W8. First begun as Newland Street in 1817, it runs south from KENSINGTON HIGH STREET; the present name recalls the

  parish connection with the abbey of Abingdon. In 1894 the Australian-born Countess von Arnim, author of Elizabeth and her German Garden, is said to have stayed at Abingdon Mansions.




  ABINGDON STREET • SW1. The early Abingdon Street can be seen on Norden’s map of about 1593 linking OLD PALACE (YARD) with

  MILLBANK. At the northern end stood the south gate of the PALACE OF WESTMINSTER, and at the south end the ditch boundary of THORNEY

  ISLAND which is now represented by GREAT COLLEGE STREET. From about 1690 a mansion stood at the south-west end; initially known as Lindsay House, it was later the

  residence of the Earl of Abingdon, and by 1708 occupied by the Earl of Carnarvon. When the King came to PARLIAMENT the state coach drawn by eight horses used to turn round

  in the yard of the house. The lane was briefly known as Lindsay Lane, but by 1750 was known as Dirty Lane, ‘narrow, pestered with coaches and inconvenient’, and for this reason after an

  Act of Parliament in that year it was widened and renamed Abingdon Street as part of the general approach improvements to the new WESTMINSTER BRIDGE. The houses that

  survived until the 2nd World War dated from this time. From about 1820 Thomas Telford lived at No. 24, where he died in 1834. In 1932 Harold Clunn described ‘one long

  terrace of shabby Georgian houses . . . largely inhabited by Members of Parliament’. Concerning their proximity to the Houses of Parliament, he added, ‘Its appearance suggests the

  dustman sitting on the doorsteps of the nobleman’s mansion.’ Only four houses survived the bombing of the 2nd World War which exposed the JEWEL TOWER behind. The

  remains of a medieval quay were discovered during demolition of the remaining houses. In 1963–6 Abingdon Street Garden was created. Beneath is an underground car park. In the garden is the

  bronze, Knife Edge Two Piece, by Henry Moore (1962).




  ABNEY PARK CEMETERY – see CEMETERIES.




  Ackermann’s • 101 Strand. Rudolph Ackermann, printer and bookseller, bought the lease of No. 101 Strand in 1794. The site had formerly been

  occupied by WORCESTER HOUSE. In 1750 William Shipley set up Shipley’s Academy here, a highly successful school of drawing which numbered amongst its pupils Richard

  Cosway, William Pars and Francis Wheatley. From it germinated the Society for the Encouragement of Arts, Manufactures and Commerce (now the ROYAL SOCIETY OF ARTS). The

  school was taken over by Henry Pars in 1763; and William Blake, at the age of ten, ‘was put to Mr Par’s drawing-school in the Strand’. For a period, it became the British Forum

  and was used by John Thelwall for his Elocutionary Lectures and political speeches closely linked with the LONDON CORRESPONDING SOCIETY. When these were suppressed by

  the government in 1794 Ackermann, having bought the lease, reopened the premises as a school for drawing. In 1796 he transferred here his print shop (started at No. 96 STRAND the previous year). In 1806 he closed his school to make room for his expanding business as a print-seller, bookseller, publisher and dealer in fancy articles and materials for

  artists. Ackermann had been the first to employ refugees from the French Revolution, and contemporary accounts say that seldom in his shop were there less than 50 nobles, priests and ladies of

  distinction working on screens, flower stands and the colouring of prints. From this address, he began publishing in 1808 his great series of books with coloured aquatints, the Microcosm of

  London, The History of the University of Oxford and Cambridge, and many others (all of which appeared first in monthly parts), also his famous Repository of Arts, Literature,

  Commerce and Manufacturing which ran from 1809 to 1828. He opened here the first art library in England (it is described in the 1813 volume of his Repository of Arts). From 1813, he held

  every Wednesday a literary reception to which flocked authors, artists, patrons and visiting foreigners. It was said for many years to be ‘the meeting place of the best social life in

  London’. It was the first shop in London ‘to be lit solely by Gas which burns with a purity and brilliance unattainable by any other mode of illumination hitherto attempted’. In

  1827 Ackermann returned to No. 96 Strand, rebuilt for him by J.B. Papworth.
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  An aquatint of Ackermann’s Library for Works of Art in 1813. It was the first shop in London to be lit solely by gas.




  ACTON • W3. There has been sporadic human habitation for 12,000 years in this area which was once watered by the now piped STAMFORD

  BROOK and its tributary the BOLLO (‘bull hollow’) on their course to the THAMES at HAMMERSMITH.

  Anglo-Saxons established the name (Old English actun, the settlement among the oaks), but documentation of this comes only in the 12th century. In Domesday Book, Acton was merely an

  anonymous part of the bishop’s manor of FULHAM. Rural but conveniently close to London, it was a favoured retreat for the wealthy and influential until a century ago.

  Among notable residents were Francis Rous, the divine and Provost of Eton, who lived at Bank House, at the west end of the High Street (demolished in 1870); Richard Baxter,

  the nonconformist divine, who recorded in his memoirs that, during the GREAT FIRE, charred leaves of books from the burning warehouses round ST

  PAUL’S were picked up near his house; Sir Matthew Hale, the Lord Chief Justice, who took over Baxter’s house and is commemorated in Hale Gardens; Edward Bulwer Lytton, who rented

  Berrymead for his wife in 1835–6; and Dr John Lindley, the botanist, who lived at Bedford House in what became BEDFORD PARK and, at an earlier date, at Fairlawn, Acton

  Green, which was demolished in about 1879.




  The town earned more than local fame during the Civil War, when in November 1642 the Royalists attempted an advance on London and the local Parliamentarian garrison helped to repulse them in an

  engagement that began at BRENTFORD and spread into Acton. Then, throughout the 18th century, the minor spa of Acton Wells attracted health- and pleasure-seekers from many

  parts.




  The nucleus of the town, on the Uxbridge Road 5 miles from MARBLE ARCH, lies round the mother church of St Mary, whose first rector known by name is recorded in 1228. It

  was entirely rebuilt in 1865–77. Daughter parishes were formed following an Enclosure Commissioners’ award of 1859 which consolidated the strip-holdings on the former common fields, and

  entailed new roads across the reapportioned areas. The result was a remarkable rise in population, from 3,000 in 1861 to 38,000 in 1901 and 71,000 in 1931. It is now about 60,000 and includes

  substantial Asian and east European minorities.




  Down to the mid-19th century the economy was agricultural, but there was a rug mill in the Steyne (Old English stœne, a stony place) from the early 1800s. Later came brickfields,

  and by 1900 there were 205 laundries in South Acton, which was colloquially known as ‘Soapsuds Island’. The subsequent growth of engineering and miscellaneous manufacturing encouraged

  the claim made in the 1930s that Acton was the biggest industrial centre south of Coventry. Improved transport assisted in development. The PADDINGTON CANAL of 1801 and a

  great mainline and suburban railway complex, begun in 1839, facilitated communication with all parts; buses provided good services from the 1850s; and a horse tramway of 1878 was electrified in

  1901.




  The earliest recorded residence is Berrymead, which Henry VIII later gave to the Russells of Bedford. Occupants include Marquesses of Halifax and Dukes of Kingston. A daughter of one of the

  latter, Lady Mary Pierrepont, eloped from here with Edward Wortley Montagu and became a famous traveller and letter writer. The house was Gothicized in 1802–3 and fancifully renamed The

  Priory; it was saved when the grounds were built on in the 1880s but by 1982 was derelict and was demolished in 1984. West of Berrymead was Mill Hill Park, built over in the 1870s by William

  Willett, the builder mainly remembered for his campaign for ‘Daylight Saving’. Derwentwater House, demolished in 1909, was leased in 1720 by the widow of the Jacobite Earl of

  Derwentwater, beheaded in 1716. The Elms was built in 1725 and enlarged in 1758. Restored by the diocese of London, it is now the sixth form college of the independent Twyford Church of England

  High School. As well as state schools, there is also a Japanese school with around 500 pupils in Creffield Road and the King Fahd Academy with about 1,000 pupils in Bromyard Avenue.




  Most of East Acton was in 1657 inherited by the GOLDSMITH’S COMPANY under the will of John Perryn, a goldsmith from Bromyard in Worcestershire. Perryn’s

  house, once known as Foster’s and later as the Manor House, was rebuilt in about 1715–20 but gradually decayed and was pulled down in 1911. Goldsmiths are commemorated in the street

  names hereabout, including Sir Thomas Vyner, LORD MAYOR in 1653, who married John Perryn’s widow. The company’s pleasing almshouses of 1811 face Acton Park,

  opened to the public in 1888. The massive Government Building in Bromyard Avenue (built to the designs of J.G. West in 1922), St Saviour’s church for the deaf (designed by Sir Edward Maufe,

  1927) and ST AIDAN’S CHURCH (Roman Catholic, 1961) are noteworthy. The golf links in East Acton became a municipal housing estate in 1920. All the roads here have

  names associated with golf, such as Long Drive, the Fairway and Brassie Avenue.




  North-westwards was the Acton Aerodrome, where pioneer flights were made, and adjoining this is the Great Western Railway’s garden village of 1923. Friar’s Place, on land owned in

  the 14th century by ST BARTHOLOMEW THE GREAT, SMITHFIELD, fell down in the 1880s; an ice-cream plant, The Friary, was here until its closure in 1988. Southward, the

  archetypal garden suburb of Bedford Park, founded in 1875, lies partly in CHISWICK. Nearby South Acton has been completely redeveloped by the local authority over recent

  years. The Acton Town and Chiswick Park UNDERGROUND stations (1930–33) are notable examples of the early work of Charles Holden. With others on the PICADILLY LINE extension, ‘they represent a high point of progressive planning in England, providing a clear and rational corporate image for the newly united London

  underground’ (Cherry and Pevsner).




  ACTUARIES’ COMPANY – see CITY LIVERY COMPANIES.




  Adam and Eve Tea Gardens • Tottenham Court. Tottenham Court was a popular place of amusement in the 17th century. George Wither, in Britain’s

  Remembrances (1628), said:




  

    

      And Hogsdone, Islington and Tottenham Court


      For cakes and cream had then no small resort.


    


  




  In 1645 a maidservant and two others were fined 1s apiece for ‘drinking at Tottenhall Court on the Sabbath daie’. Wycherley in the Gentleman Dancing Master (1673) couples

  ‘a ramble to Totnam Court’ with the other fashionable diversions of visiting the MULBERRY GARDEN and VAUXHALL. The Adam and Eve existed

  at least as early as 1718 on the site of the manor house at the northern end of TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD. In the 18th century it had a long room with an organ, bowling alleys

  and extensive gardens with arbours for tea drinking. On 13 May 1785 Vincenzo Lunardi, the balloonist, took off from the HONOURABLE ARTILLERY COMPANY ground on his maiden

  flight and descended here within 20 minutes. ‘He was immediately surrounded by great numbers of the populace and though he proposed reascending they were not to be dissuaded from bearing him

  in triumph on their shoulders.’ Towards the end of the 18th century the gardens became hemmed in with houses and were frequented by criminals and prostitutes. In the early 19th century they

  were shut by the magistrates. They were reopened as a tavern in 1813. In 1838 a description of them reads: ‘A house standing alone, with spacious trees in the rear and at the sides, and a

  forecourt with large timber trees, and tables and benches for out of door customers. In the gardens were fruit trees, and bowers, and arbours for tea drinking parties. In the rear there were not

  any houses; now there is a town.’




  ADAM STREET • WC2. Takes its name from the Adam brothers who designed the ADELPHI. Few of their buildings

  remain. No. 7, with honeysuckle pilasters and lacy ironwork, is one attractive survival.




  ADAMS ROW • WI. On the GROSVENOR ESTATE, it extends from south AUDLEY STREET to CARLOS

  PLACE. It was laid out in the 1720s to provide stables and coach houses for the mansions in nearby GROSVENOR SQUARE, and probably takes its name from one of the

  builders.




  ADDINGTON • Surrey. Referred to as Eddington in Domesday Book, the name probably means ‘estate in Eadda’s territory’. In its

  12th-century St Mary’s church five Archbishops of Canterbury were buried. From 1807 the nearby ADDINGTON PALACE was their country residence. To the west of the palace

  in 1929 a 1.5-metre-high brick-lined subterranean passage was discovered. According to local legend this passage, once linked to the remains of a monastery, was used by Henry VIII to reach Wickham

  Court when he was in love with Anne Boleyn. Addington Cricket Club dates from 1743. The Cricketers’ Inn was built in 1847 on the site of a Tudor tavern. The parish was merged in the Borough

  of CROYDON in 1927. Development of New Addington was begun in 1935 by the First National Housing Trust which erected houses to be let at ‘reasonable rents’.




  ADDINGTON PALACE • Croydon, Surrey. The site is mentioned in Domesday Book and was owned by the Leigh family from 1447. In about 1770 Barlow

  Trecothick, LORD MAYOR of London, MP and City merchant, bought the estate. He employed Robert Mylne to design the house, the central portion of the present palace. In 1807

  the ECCLESIASTICAL COMMISSIONERS purchased the estate, then 3,500 acres, for the Archbishops of Canterbury. Archbishops Manners-Sutton, Howley, Summer, Longley, Tait and

  Benson all lived here. But Frederick Temple, Benson’s successor, decided that the Archbishops could no longer afford to do so. In the face of strong opposition, including the intervention of

  Queen Victoria, he sold the property and moved to Canterbury. The estate was bought by Frederick English, a South African diamond merchant. He commissioned Norman Shaw to extend the house and alter

  its interior. Shaw’s work cost English £70,000. The greatest alteration was the removal of the first floor in the Great Hall. The estate also has a chapel with pews by Christopher Wren

  from the CHURCH OF THE HOLY SEPULCHRE, HOLBORN. The gardens were redesigned by ‘Capability’ Brown, whose landscaping is now obscured by two golf courses

  (see GOLF CLUBS). On English’s death in 1909 the palace was sold. In the 1st World War it served as a hospital and between the wars as a country club. In 1951

  CROYDON Corporation purchased the estate. Leased to the Royal School of Church Music from 1953, in 2005 the palace was privately owned and run as a conference centre and

  country club.




  ADDISCOMBE • Surrey. Situated north-west of ADDINGTON. Within CROYDON manor, by the 13th century it was known

  as enclosed land belonging to Eadda, who was probably also associated with Addington. Farm buildings, the 17th-century Parsons Farm and Herons Croft, are relics of the rural environment. In 1702

  John Evelyn’s son-in-law built Addiscombe Place on the site of a Tudor house, reputedly to Vanbrugh’s design and with decoration by Thornhill. In 1809 the estate was sold to the East

  India Company as a military academy, and sold again, in 1863, for development. The house was demolished and roads within the estate named after East India men such as Warren Hastings. Of the

  academy, all that remains is the pair of houses Ashleigh and India, now Nos 137 and 139 Addiscombe Road, and the gymnasium to the rear of Havelock Road. In the early 19th century, when Addiscombe

  was still a hamlet, the young Thackeray was a resident. The railway arrived and the population gradually grew. In 1870 the church of St Paul’s (E. Buckton Lamb) was opened and rededicated to

  St Mary Magdalene in 1874. The parish of Addiscombe was formed in 1879. Literary figures such as Tennyson, Carlyle and Longfellow were entertained by Lady Ashburton at

  Ashburton House (demolished 1912–13). A BLUE PLAQUE at 20 Outram Road commemorates the residence here of Frederick George Creed, electrical engineer and inventor of

  the teleprinter. Lord Liverpool, Prime Minister for nearly 15 years from 1812, spent his childhood here.
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  Addiscombe House, Croydon, in 1934, by then a military seminary of the East India Company which bought it in 1809.




  ADDISON AVENUE • W11. Takes its name from essayist and statesman Joseph Addison who once lived at HOLAND HOUSE. Tree-lined and with a

  vista closed by the church of St James, Norlands, the road dates from the early 1840s. The attractive two-storey paired houses were built to various designs, those in the northern part of the road

  probably being designed by F.W. Stent.




  ADDISON BRIDGE ROAD • W14. Where the underground railway goes beneath the east end of HAMMERSMITH ROAD and the west end of

  KENSINGTON HIGH STREET. Samuel Taylor Coleridge lived for a short time at No. 7. Harold Laski, the teacher and political philosopher, lived at No. 5 in 1926–50.




  ADDISON ROAD • W14. Like ADDISON AVENUE, it takes its name from Joseph Addison. Among the notable inhabitants of this road, begun in

  the 1820s, have been two distinguished statesmen, David Lloyd George, who lived at No. 2, 1928–36, and Chaim Weizmann, a founding father and first President of the State of Israel, who

  resided at No. 67, 1916–19. No. 8 was designed by Halsey Ricardo for Sir Ernest Debenham in 1905–6 and looks more like a pumping station or a minor museum than a dwelling. Ricardo, an

  advocate of ‘structural polychromy’, combined within his Byzanto-Italianate design grey bricks, green-glazed bricks, turquoise tiles and ‘variegated Doulton Carrara ware’.

  Inside there is a central dome and lavish Arts and Crafts decoration. After use by a mental welfare and rehabilitation group, in 2002 it went on the market for around £20 million. John

  Galsworthy lived at No. 14 in 1905–13. The church of ST BARNABAS was built in 1829 in the Tudor Gothic style to the designs of Lewis Vulliamy.




  ADDLE HILL • EC4. Addle may derive from the Saxon word adel, meaning noble. Formerly Addle Street, it ran down to UPPER THAMES

  STREET from CARTER LANE. In 1244 it was mentioned as Adhelingestrate; in 1279–80 as Athelingestrate. The nearby WATLING STREET had the

  same name at this time. In 1596 it was first mentioned as Adling Hill, but in 1598 Stow wrote, ‘In Addle Street or Lane, I find no monuments.’ The descriptive Addle Hill probably

  coexisted with the formal Addle Street. In 1600 Dekker’s Shoemakers’ Holiday was printed by Valentine Sons who described themselves as ‘dwelling at the foote of Adling

  Hill, neere Bainards Castle, at the signe of the White Swanne’. After 1863 the southern end was demolished for the creation of QUEEN VICTORIA STREET. In 1939 an

  extension to Faraday House further truncated the street, leaving the present short cul-de-sac off Carter Lane.




  Adelaide Gallery • Properly known as the National Gallery of Practical Science, Blending Instruction with Amusement, it stood on the north side of the

  LOWTHER ARCADE. In the early 1830s it contained some 250 machines, devices and scientific models such as a pocket thermometer, a gas mask, an oxyhydrogen microscope, a steam

  gun and, later, demonstrations of daguerreotypes, electricity and magnetism. In the 1840s the gallery became an amusement hall and in 1852 the Royal Marionette Theatre. The Lowther Arcade was

  demolished in 1904.
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  The long room of the Adelaide Gallery in about 1830. It contained some 250 machines and scientific models.




  Adelaide Hotel and Victoria Hotel • Euston Station. These two four-storey hotels built at the London and North Western Railway terminus

  in Euston Square were designed by Philip Hardwick in 1839 and were erected on either side of the Screen (see EUSTON STATION). At the Victoria, on the left, the only

  meal available was breakfast, other meals being served at the 141-bedroom Adelaide (later Euston Hotel) opposite. The two hotels were connected by an ugly block built over the road in 1881. Damaged

  in the 2nd World War, they were both demolished in 1963 to make way for the new station.




  ADELAIDE STREET • WC2. Named as a compliment to Queen Adelaide in the reign of whose husband, William IV, the west STRAND improvements

  were carried out. Its chief distinction is Maggi Hambling’s memorial (see STATUES) to Oscar Wilde, the first to be erected in London. Unveiled in 1998, it shows

  Wilde rising from the dead with a bronze head and arm emerging from a low granite sarcophagus. A languid hand waves a lit cigarette, and the words on the poet’s lips may well be those of the

  inscription: ‘We are all living in the gutter but some of us are looking at the stars.’ Just behind ST MARTIN-IN-THE-FIELDS and TRAFALGAR

  SQUARE, the street and the memorial are popular mustering points for demonstrators.




  ADELPHI • WC2. An imposing riverside development of 24 terraced houses designed and built by John, Robert, James and William Adam. (Adelphoi being

  Greek for brothers.) The 3-acre site had formerly been the grounds of DURHAM HOUSE, which was demolished after the Restoration when a network of courts was built there. By

  the mid-18th century the area had become a slum and most of the buildings were in ruins. In 1768 the Duke of St Albans granted the brothers a 99-year lease on the site for £1,200 per annum

  and work began. Large numbers of Scottish labourers were brought in to work on the site at a cheap rate and bagpipes were played daily. A series of arches and subterranean streets was built to

  counteract the slope from the STRAND to the river. In 1771 Parliament passed an Act giving permission for the river to be embanked, thus crushing the opposition of the

  CORPORATION OF LONDON who claimed the riverbed. Walpole asserts the decision was due to the King’s influence:




  For Scotchmen, by the name of Adams


  Who keep their coaches and their madams,


  Quoth John in sulky mood to Thomas


  Have stole the very river from us.


  O Scotland, long has it been said


  Thy teeth are sharp for English bread


  What seize our bread and water too


  And use us worse than jailors do;


  ’Tis true, ’tis hard; ’tis hard, ’tis true.


  Ye friends of George, and friends of James,


  Envy us not our river Thames;


  The Princess, fond of raw-boned faces,


  May give you all our posts and places;


  Take all to gratify your pride


  But dip your oatmeal in the Clyde.
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  The south front of the Adams’ development, the Adelphi. The vaults were ‘a reminder of the Etruscan Cloaca of Old Rome’.




  In 1772 the building of houses began. No expense was spared. Some of the best painters and craftsmen of the time worked on the interiors including Angelica Kauffmann, Cipriani and Zucchi. The

  brothers ran into financial difficulties. The Government refused to lease the cellars for storing gunpowder because they flooded at high tide; and the development was remote from the fashionable

  West End. In 1773 an Act was passed allowing a lottery to be held to raise money to complete the scheme. The lottery was held the next year at JONATHAN’S COFFEE HOUSE, CHANGE

  ALLEY. There were 4,370 tickets costing £50 each, for 108 prizes. Thus the Adams remained precariously solvent. Soon afterwards the development was complete. Its centrepiece was the

  Royal Terrace, later known as ADELPHI TERRACE, of 11 houses which was presented as a 41-bay architectural unit with unifying central and flanking pilasters. On each side

  were ADAM STREET and Robert Street and, behind, John Street, James Street and William Street. In 1864–70 the VICTORIA EMBANKMENT was built in

  front of the Terrace, depriving it of its riverside position. In 1867 the Adelphi Vaults were ‘in part occupied as wine cellars and coal wharfs, their grim vastness, a reminder of the

  Etruscan Cloaca of Old Rome’. Here, according to Tombs, ‘the most abandoned characters have often passed the night, nestling upon foul straw; and many a street thief escaped from his

  pursuers in these dismal haunts before the introduction of gaslight and a vigilant police’. These vaults can still be seen in Lower Robert Street off York Buildings. In 1872 the Royal Terrace

  lost much of its charm when its façade was cemented over and its wrought-iron balconies were removed. The arches were also underpinned. In 1936–8 the Royal Terrace block was demolished

  and replaced by a building by Colcutt and Hamp, shamelessly called Adelphi and sporting bold zodiacal symbols. The streets have been renamed and renumbered several times. John Street and Duke

  Street now form JOHN ADAM STREET and James Street and William Street are now named DURHAM HOUSE STREET. Only a few of the original houses remain, one

  of the most attractive being No. 7 ADAM STREET and the others comprising the ROYAL SOCIETY OF ARTS in John Adam Street. The Adelphi concept was

  shortly afterwards imitated by the Adams’ staid rival, Sir William Chambers, at SOMERSET HOUSE with its raised riverside terrace. Like the concept, the word

  ‘terrace’ as used for an architectural frontage comprising a row of several houses seems to have been pioneered by the Adam brothers at the Adelphi.




  Adelphi Terrace • WC2. Originally the Royal Terrace of the Adams’ ADELPHI development, Robert and James Adam lived here

  in 1773–8; so did Dr Johnson’s friend, Topham Beauclerk, in 1772–6; and David Garrick in 1772–5. His widow continued to live here for a further 43 years after his death,

  dying in 1822. A room from the demolished house was reconstructed at the VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUM. The quack doctor James Graham had his Temple of Health here in

  1778–81 before moving to SCHOMBERG HOUSE, PALL MALL. His temple was hung with ‘walking sticks, ear trumpets, visual glasses, crutches,

  etc. left and here placed as most honourable trophies by deaf, weak, paralytic and emaciated persons, cripples etc. who being cured had no longer need of such assistance’. Graham’s

  ‘celestial bed’ for conceiving perfect children was hired out at £100 per night. In 1781 Emma Lyon, later Lady Hamilton, is said to have posed for him as the Goddess of Health. A

  resident in 1881–1901 was Richard D’Oyly Carte, producer of the Savoy Operas. Sir Arthur Blomfield had his office here in 1864–8. Thomas Hardy studied architecture under him

  during 1864–7. Hardy then returned to Dorchester, claiming that his health had suffered from the stench of the mud at low tide. He recollected, ‘I sat there, drawing inside the

  easternmost window of the front room on the first floor, occasionally varying the experience by idling on the balcony. I saw from there the Embankment and Charing Cross Bridge built and, of course,

  used to think of Garrick and Johnson. The rooms contained fine Adam mantelpieces in white marble on which we used to sketch caricatures in pencil.’ Charles Booth, the shipowner, social

  reformer and author of Life and Labour of the People in London, lived here from 1894 to 1901. The London School of Economics moved here in its third year of life. Miss Charlotte Payne

  Townshend, benefactor and friend of Sidney and Beatrice Webb, took the two upper storeys so that she could help with the social side of the school. In 1898 she married George Bernard Shaw and the

  couple lived here until 1929 when demolition threatened. The London School of Economics moved to its own building in CLARE MARKET in 1902. The terrace was finally replaced

  in 1936–8 by the New Adelphi, a ‘savagely ungraceful’ office block by Colcutt and Hamp.




  ADELPHI THEATRE • Strand, WC2. (Formerly Sans Pareil, 1806–19; Adelphi, 1819–29; Theatre Royal, New Adelphi, 1829–67; Royal Adelphi,

  1867–1901; Century, 1901–2; Royal Adelphi, 1902–40.) Opened in 1806 by John Scott, a local tradesman, to launch his daughter as an actress. It was sold in 1819 to Jones and

  Rodwell who put on burlettas and dramatized versions of Walter Scott’s novels. In 1821 Moncrieff’s dramatization of Pierce Egan’s Tom and Jerry, or Life in London had over

  100 performances, a long run in those days. In 1834 the first sinking stage in England was installed. From 1837 to 1845 popular dramatizations of Dickens’s novels were performed here. In 1844

  Madame Celeste and Ben Webster took over the management. They produced ‘Adelphi dramas’, mostly written by J.B. Buckstone, of which the best were The Green Bushes (1845) and

  The Flowers of the Forest (1847). The theatre was rebuilt in 1858 by T.H. Wyatt to look like the Opéra Comique in Paris. In the 1880s and 1890s it was famous for melodramas produced

  by G.R. Sims, Henry Pettit and Sydney Grundy. Among them were In the Ranks (1883), The Harbour Lights (1885) and The Bells of Hazlemere (1887). In 1897 a real drama took place

  outside the theatre when William Terris, the leading actor, was shot by a lunatic. In 1900 the theatre was rebuilt by Ernest Runtz. In 1904–8 Otho Stuart’s management was noted for its

  productions of modern drama and Shakespearean revivals. From 1908 to 1922 musical comedies were staged. The most successful of these were The Quaker Girl (1908), Tina (1915), High

  Jinks (1916), The Boy (1917), The Naughty Princess (1920) and The Golden Moth (1921). These were followed by dramas, musical comedies and revues. Outstanding productions

  were the revue Clowns in Clover (1927) and the musical comedy Mr Cinders (1929). The theatre was again rebuilt, by Ernest Schaufelberg, in 1930 and reopened with Evergreen

  produced by C.B. Cochran. Me and My Girl ran from 1985 to 1993, when it transferred to the Haymarket Theatre, and Chicago which started its run in 1998 was still showing six years

  later. In 1993 Andrew Lloyd Webber became part-owner of the Adelphi; the front-of-house was refurbished back to the art deco style, and in 2000 the theatre became part of the Really Useful Theatre

  Company. The seating capacity is 1,500.




  ADMIRAL’S WALK • NW3. Extends from HAMPSTEAD GROVE to Lower Terrace. Takes its name, as does Admiral’s House, from the

  18th-century admiral Matthew Barton who, although a HAMPSTEAD resident, never in fact lived here. The house was built in about 1700, and Fountain North, a naval officer who

  bought it in 1791, constructed the quarterdeck on the roof where Admiral Barton has long and wrongly been supposed to have fired salutes on special occasions. Other residents of the house have

  included Sir George Gilbert Scott and Sir John Fortescue.




  ADMIRALTY • Whitehall, SW1. In the early 17th century naval business was done at Wallingford House during the ownership of the 1st Duke of Buckingham, the

  Lord High Admiral. This was burned down in 1694 and replaced by Wren’s Admiralty, a building mainly taken up with residential accommodation for the Lords of the Admiralty. This in turn was

  replaced in 1723–8 by Thomas Ripley’s existing building. The best room is the Board Room, which incorporates carved wood garlands and nautical instruments above the fireplace, possibly

  by Grinling Gibbons. The date 1695 is carved on a quadrant to the right of the fireplace. Its ceiling was designed by S.P. Cockerell in 1788, and replaced in facsimile after war damage. The heavy

  portico was ‘deservedly veiled’, in Horace Walpole’s phrase, by Robert Adam’s graceful screen in 1759–61, necessitated by the Westminster Bridge Commissioners’

  decision to widen WHITEHALL. Known as Ripley or the Old Admiralty, it is the earliest of all government offices still in use and now houses the Cabinet Office. Nelson lay in

  state here in 1806. The north wing was doubled in depth in 1810, to the design of Edward Holl, Surveyor to the Navy. The Duke of Clarence, the future William IV, while First Lord in 1827–8,

  made two new entrances in the screen for his carriage, closed again in 1923.




  In 1869 the Navy Office was moved from SOMERSET HOUSE, and the private residences of the Lords of the Admiralty were converted to accommodate it. Between 1888 and 1905 a

  giant extension was built (reflecting the expansion of the steam navy), in three stages, covering the former garden. It was designed by the Halifax firm of Leeming and

  Leeming, and from then till now has suffered from being called ‘vulgar’. It flanks the north side of HORSE GUARDS PARADE and is now used by the FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH OFFICE; Bradley and Pevsner call it ‘early neo-Wren with French touches’. The building was badly damaged in the 2nd World War and there was a fire

  in 1955. Restoration was completed in 1958.
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  The board room of the Admiralty in the early 19th century. The carved wood garlands are possibly by Grinling Gibbons.




  The building was linked to the former bank building on its north side by the American architects HOK in 2000–2, and a glazed atrium formed on the site of the street behind them. Of the two

  garden summer houses, by William Kent, one was moved to BUCKINGHAM PALACE and the other was taken by the 5th Earl Spencer, when he was First Lord in 1892–5, to the

  island on the lake at Althorp, the final resting place of Diana, Princess of Wales.




  Further west again (on the corner of THE MALL and Horse Guards Road) is the CITADEL, an art deco concrete bunker of 1939 designed by W.A.

  Forsyth.




  ADMIRALTY ARCH • The Mall, SW1. Built in 1910 to the design of Sir Aston Webb as part of the Queen Victoria memorial scheme, it is the terminal point of

  THE MALL, leading into TRAFALGAR SQUARE. It comprises three identical deep arches, each with wrought-iron gates. The gate in the central arch is

  opened only on ceremonial occasions and was the largest in the country when new. The north wing contains a residence for the First Sea Lord, and there are offices incorporated within the top

  block.




  ADMIRALTY HOUSE • Whitehall, SW1. Admiralty House is entered from the ADMIRALTY courtyard, and was built in 1786–91 by Samuel

  Pepys Cockerell as a rear extension of the First Lord of the Admiralty’s residence. It is set back from WHITEHALL, and its main front is towards HORSE

  GUARDS PARADE; it is of yellow brick with three bays. Inside there are an iron stove in the stair hall, ornamented with the rostra (beaks) of Roman ships, and marble chimneypieces

  from elsewhere, of which the best are from John James’s Wricklemarsh House, Blackheath (1727), demolished in 1787. Among the First Lords of the Admiralty who have used the house are Earl Grey

  (1806), Thomas Grenville (1806–7), the Duke of Clarence, afterwards William IV (1827–8), Lord Tweedmouth (1905–8), Winston Churchill (1911–15 and 1939–40), A.J.

  Balfour (1915–16), Austen Chamberlain (1931) and Duff Cooper (1937–8).




  Aeolian Hall • 135–137 New Bond Street, W1. Opened in January 1904 with a recital by the Orchestrelle Company who had taken over the Grosvenor

  Art Gallery in 1903 and converted it into a concert hall with seating for some 500 people. An organ was built for it and a small gallery added at the back. In 1941 it was taken over by the BBC as a

  broadcasting studio. It was closed in 1975. (See also SOTHEBY’S.)




  Agar Town • The 72-acre area is now covered by the approaches to ST PANCRAS STATION and the CHANNEL TUNNEL RAIL

  LINK. When William Agar leased the land in 1810 it was open fields and the intended route of the REGENT’S CANAL. Agar protested about the canal and the route

  was changed. In 1831 part of the estate was sublet, and overnight a shanty town developed with no proper drainage. In 1851 Dickens called it an ‘English suburban Connemara . . . A complete

  bog of mud and filth with deep cart-ruts, wretched hovels, the doors blocked up with mud, heaps of ashes, oyster shells and decayed vegetables. The stench of a rainy morning is enough to knock down

  a bullock.’ In 1866 it was taken over by the Midland Railway Company after the ECCLESIASTICAL COMMISSIONERS had refused to renew the Agar family lease. The town was

  demolished to make way for the Victorian railway station and its associated goods yard. Tom Sayers, the pugilist, lived in Agar Town for many years; and Dan Leno was born there in 1861.




  AIR PILOTS’ AND AIR NAVIGATORS’ GUILD – see CITY LIVERY COMPANIES.




  AIRPORTS • HOUNSLOW was London’s original civil aerodrome, appointed as such when civilian flying was resumed after the 1st World War.

  But on 29 March 1920 CROYDON was made the London Customs Air Port and HOUNSLOW was closed. In 1923 a Civil Aviation Advisory Board report on

  London’s aerodrome facilities recommended the retention and enlargement of CROYDON. Consequently this aerodrome was improved and extended and, on 30 January 1928, came

  into operation as the new airport of London, being officially opened on 2 May. After the 2nd World War the Government decided that CROYDON and NORTHOLT would be used as London airports in the immediate post-war period, and on 1 January 1946 the site of a new London airport at Heathrow was handed over by the Air Ministry to the

  Ministry of Civil Aviation. In March NORTHOLT came into temporary use as a civil airport (on loan from the RAF to the MCA) and later that month Heathrow was named London

  Airport, being opened as London (HEATHROW) AIRPORT on 31 May 1946 when direct services between the United States and the United Kingdom were

  started.




  In 1952 the Government approved the development of Gatwick (which had had a brief but not very successful pre-war existence) and in 1954 a White Paper proposed that it should be developed as a

  second main airport to serve London. Queen Elizabeth II opened the new Gatwick Airport on 9 June 1958 and in the following year the former London Airport at Croydon was closed. Development had

  continued at Heathrow where, on 16 December 1955, the Queen had opened the first three permanent buildings in the Central Area set in the middle of the pattern of the airport’s parallel

  runways. Gatwick was also developed, and on 1 April 1966 the newly formed British Airports Authority took over responsibility for both airports.




  By the late 1980s three other names had joined the list of dedicated London airports, namely LONDON CITY, London Stansted and London Luton. The relative size of each may

  be judged in terms of passenger numbers; in 2003 Heathrow claimed 63 million, Gatwick 30 million, Stansted 20.5 million, Luton 6.5 million (in 2001) and London City 1.5 million. Only Heathrow,

  Gatwick and Stansted are operated by the British Airports Authority; and only Heathrow and London City are located within the Greater London area and so have separate entries in this encyclopaedia

  (q.v.).




  Of the others, London Gatwick (in Surrey/Sussex) was serving about 200 destinations worldwide in 2003–4 and was used by about 80 airlines. A second terminal, connected to the first by

  monorail, had been opened by the Queen in 1988, making it the biggest airport in the UK after Heathrow. Its main link to central London is by the Gatwick Express rail service to VICTORIA STATION, inaugurated in 1984.




  London Stansted (in Essex) claims to be the fourth busiest airport in the UK. The original runway was built by the US Air Force during the 2nd World War and it was not until 1991 that Norman

  Foster’s airy concourse was opened. Inaugurated by the Queen, it is generally acknowledged as the least confusing of London’s air terminals. Rapid expansion

  came in the late 1990s with the growth of budget airlines serving mainly UK and European destinations; Easyjet and Ryanair figured prominently among its approximately 20 carriers in 2005, by when a

  second runway was in the planning process. The Stansted Express rail service links the airport to TOTTENHAM Hale (for the VICTORIA LINE Underground;

  30 minutes) and LIVERPOOL STREET STATION (for the city and other connections; 45 minutes).




  London Luton (in Bedfordshire) was built in the 1930s and also specializes in scheduled low-cost airlines while handling charter flights and freight as well. It is publicly owned by Luton

  Borough Council but as of 1998 was managed and operated by a private consortium, London Luton Operations Limited, owned by TBI plc and Bechtel. In 1999 a new terminal was opened, as was a new

  railway station on the Thameslink line between Bedford and KING’S CROSS (35 minutes). The station, known as London Luton Airport Parkway, suffers from the disadvantage

  of being accessible from the terminal only by bus; on the other hand Thameslink, unlike the lines serving London’s other airports, offers a direct service across London to Surrey (including

  Gatwick) and the south coast.




  In addition to the above, several smaller aerodromes in the region cater for private and recreational flying, while that at Northolt handles mainly royal, ministerial and military movements.




  ALBANY • Piccadilly, W1. The house was originally built in 1770–4 for the 1st Viscount Melbourne to the design of Sir William Chambers. Melbourne House,

  as it was then known, was soon afterwards exchanged by Lord Melbourne for the WHITEHALL mansion of Frederick, Duke of York and Albany. In 1802 it was sold to Alexander

  Copland, a young builder, who commissioned Henry Holland to convert the house into chambers for bachelors. This was done and two large blocks were built on each side of the garden. These blocks

  were separated – and still are – by a paved and covered walk, the Rope Walk, leading from the PICCADILLY entrance into BURLINGTON

  GARDENS.




  The BURLINGTON GARDENS lodges remain, though the entrance gate on the PICCADILLY front and the shops which Holland built on either side of it have

  disappeared. Residents – women in recent years as well as men – have included Henry Holland himself, Lord Brougham, Charles Wyndham, Palmerston, Sir Robert Smirke, Canning,

  ‘Monk’ Lewis, Byron, Clifford Bax, George Basevi, Gladstone, Bulwer-Lytton, T.B. Macaulay, Sir Thomas Beecham, Aldous Huxley, Sir Arthur Bryant, Henry Fox Talbot, Terence Rattigan,

  Viscount Lee of Fareham, Antony Armstrong-Jones, Malcolm Muggeridge, Dame Edith Evans, J.B. Priestley, Graham Greene, Sir Harold Nicolson, Lord Clark, Margaret Leighton, Edward Heath, Sir Isaiah

  Berlin, David Hicks and Terence Stamp. There are 69 sets of chambers, one flat and several commercial properties.




  ALBANY EMPIRE • Douglas Way, Deptford, SE8. Now officially called just The Albany, this was the first purpose-built community theatre in Britain. Designed by

  Howell, Killick, Patrick and Amiss in the 1970s, it is a multi-use performing and digital arts venue, with a strong focus on working with diverse local communities. The 18 community and arts

  organizations based here include the Drake Music Project, Heart ’n’ Soul and Deptford Vietnamese Young Peoples’ Project. The Royal National Theatre’s project The Art of

  Regeneration is also based here.




  ALBANY STREET • NW1. Now a traffic-troubled thoroughfare between CAMDEN TOWN and the West End, Albany Street parallels the east side

  of REGENT’S PARK and, originally central to the Regent’s Park estate, divided the park’s Nash mansions from their humbler service area. At its southern end

  are the back premises of the ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS, then the WHITE HOUSE HOTEL, the former CHRIST CHURCH, and to the

  north the REGENT’S PARK BARRACKS. The Queen’s Head and Artichoke public house at Nos 30–32, rebuilt about the turn of this century, still occupies the site

  on the corner with Longford Street which a courageous earlier proprietor leased when Regent’s Park was first planned – as far as is known, he was the first person to take up a lease on

  the new estate. Sir Edward Jenner occupied both Nos 8 and 12 at different times; Francis Trevelyan Buckland, the naturalist, lived at No. 37 1865–80; the Rossetti family at No. 45; Henry

  Mayhew at No. 55; and Edward Lear stayed at No. 61. Nos 140–148 have fine stucco for they were built by William Nosworthy, Nash’s own plasterer. Nos 119–217 are of the original

  building and unspoiled. The composer Constant Lambert lived at No. 197 from 1947 to 1951. Just south of Christ Church stood a curious building, demolished in 1968. It was constructed as an

  ophthalmic hospital to extend the work undertaken gratuitously by Sir William Adams at York Hospital in CHELSEA of treating soldiers suffering from eye disease contracted

  during the Egyptian campaigns against Napoleon. Later, Sir Goldsworthy Gurney, the inventor, took over the lease and built himself a steam carriage in the yard which he tried out around the park

  before driving it to Bath in July 1829. Later the hospital was used as a factory for Perkins and Bacon’s ‘steam guns’, a prototype of the modern machine gun. Thereafter the

  building was used for a variety of warehouse purposes.




  ALBEMARLE STREET • W1. After the death in exile of Edward Hyde, Earl of Clarendon, in 1674 his great palace and grounds in PICCADILLY,

  known as CLARENDON HOUSE, were sold to the 2nd Duke of Albemarle. In 1683 Albemarle sold the whole property to a group of ‘rich bankers and mechanics’ (to quote

  John Evelyn) headed by John Hinde, a CITY goldsmith, who immediately afterwards began to organize the development of the area (then called Albemarle Ground) for building,

  the embryo streets soon being known by their present names of Albemarle Street, BOND STREET, DOVER STREET and STAFFORD

  STREET. The principal speculator was Sir Thomas Bond, a financier in high favour at Court, who in 1684 agreed with John Hinde’s syndicate to take building leases of considerable parts

  of Albemarle Ground. Bond’s two partners were Henry Jermyn, created Baron Dover in 1685, and Margaret Stafford, an unmarried lady of ancient Northamptonshire lineage, from whom Dover Street

  and Stafford Street take their names. Unfortunately, however, Sir Thomas Bond died in 1685, and Hinde was declared bankrupt two years later, thereby occasioning numerous lawsuits. Consequently the

  progress of building was extremely slow, and although on the southern part of Albemarle Ground there were already many fine houses, in 1720 it could still be said of the northern part ‘that

  it is not to this Day finished, and God knows when it will. So that it lyeth like the Ruins of Troy, some [houses] having only the Foundations begun, others carry’d up to the Roofs, and

  others covered, but none of the Inside Work done.’ Twenty-five years later the northern extremities of Albemarle and Dover Streets were still unbuilt. In 1708 the southern part of Albemarle

  Street was said to contain ‘excellent new Building, inhabited by Persons of Quality’, and several early-18th-century houses still survive – notably Nos

  7, 37 (a small run-of-the-mill house little outwardly altered, excepting the insertion of a shop window), 47, 49 and 50. No. 5, a large house with a pedimented centre window on the first floor,

  dates from about 1765. No. 7 was for many years occupied by Grillon’s Hotel, where Louis XVIII stayed for two days in great pomp in 1814 on his way back to France. No. 50 (its front now

  wholly covered with stucco) was from 1812 the home of John Murray, the publishers, inter alia, of Byron, Jane Austen and George Crabbe. This was the great literary salon of Regency London. Here

  Byron first met Sir Walter Scott, and it was here that after his death Byron’s memoirs were burnt, being judged too salacious for publication. In 2002 the publishing business was acquired by

  Hodder Headline. The Murray family received millions, its staff got a bonus and Murray authors a commemorative mug (‘We’ve been mugged,’ said one). The building itself remains

  with the family.




  In the 18th century distinguished residents of Albemarle Street included the Prince of Wales (later George II); George Berkeley, the philosopher and Bishop of Cloyne; Robert Harley, 1st Earl of

  Oxford, the statesman; Johann Zoffany, the painter; and the architect, Robert Adam. But after about 1800 Albemarle Street ceased to be largely residential. In 1799 the ROYAL

  INSTITUTION of Great Britain had settled near the north end, and in 1838 its extensive premises were given a handsome stone façade containing 14 giant Corinthian columns (by Lewis

  Vulliamy). On the west side BROWN’S HOTEL (where Theodore Roosevelt and his wife spent their honeymoon) took over and still occupies half a dozen tall stucco-fronted

  houses; and the building of the ROYAL ARCADE (which extends from Albemarle Street to Bond Street) marked another stage in the advancing tide of commerce. No. 24 at the

  north-west corner, occupied by Garrard’s the jewellers, is a fine stone building of 1911 by Sir Ernest George and Yates.




  Today offices, shops and art galleries, all of a very superior kind, predominate. Marlborough Fine Art is at No. 6; Agnew’s (founded in 1817) was until recently at No. 17. In the 1890s the

  Hotel Albemarle (originally Gordon’s Hotel, frequented by Byron and Nelson) on the corner of Albemarle Street and Piccadilly was one of the smartest hotels in London. At No. 13 was the

  Albemarle Club where the Marquess of Queensberry left his offensive note for Oscar Wilde. In the 1920s the basement here was a nightclub, Uncle’s, one of the favourite haunts of the Prince of

  Wales. Next door at No. 14 was another hotel, Carter’s, where Lillie Langtry used to stay.




  ALBERT BRIDGE • Chelsea–Battersea. A curious three-span bridge was constructed by R.M. Ordish on his ‘straight-link suspension’ system in

  1871–3. It was built as a cantilever structure, each half supported by 16 straight wrought-iron bars radiating from the top of the highly ornamental cast-iron towers. The side girders of the

  parapets were hung from vertical steel suspenders. Thus it was a hybrid type of bridge containing elements of both cantilever and suspension. The suspension members were overhauled by Sir Joseph

  Bazalgette in 1884. Threatened with demolition after the 2nd World War, it was reprieved thanks to the efforts of conservationists like John Betjeman, then strengthened in 1971 and repainted in

  1983. Despite reinforcement there is a weight limit of 2 tons and troops are requested to break step when marching across lest their synchronized step cause vibrational stress. The fanciful

  lanterns and pier-top pagodas, now rendered in ice-cream colours, affirm the toytown impression.




  ALBERT BRIDGE ROAD • SW11. Extends from ALBERT BRIDGE along the west side of BATTERSEA PARK to Battersea Park

  Road. Norman Douglas occupied a flat in Albany Mansions, 1913–17; Old Calabria was published while he was living here, and South Wind soon after his return to Capri. The

  waterfront between Albert and Battersea Bridges was redeveloped (1990–2003) to designs by Foster and Partners, whose design studios occupy the two lower floors of Riverside 3 beside the

  ‘fat glass caterpillar’ that is Albion Riverside, a mixed-use residential development consisting mainly of luxury apartments.




  ALBERT DOCK – see ROYAL GROUP OF DOCKS.




  ALBERT EMBANKMENT • SE1. Broad riverside road, just under a mile long, built on the east bank of the Thames opposite MILLBANK by Sir

  Joseph Bazalgette 1866–70. Small timber and boat-building yards were swept away and land reclaimed from the river at a cost of £1,014,525. Fragments of Delft pottery were found during

  the digging of the foundations, relics of the Lambeth potteries which had existed here since Elizabethan times (see LAMBETH POTTERY). North of LAMBETH BRIDGE the name changes to Lambeth Palace Road, but the embankment itself continues past ST THOMAS’ HOSPITAL as far as WESTMINSTER

  BRIDGE. South of Lambeth Bridge there has been much new development along the riverside, both residential and commercial. Facing LAMBETH PALACE, the curvaceous,

  highly glazed Parliament View by EPR Architects (2001) comprises 190 ‘prestigious apartments’; the adjacent red-brick Westminster Tower office block dates from 1983; the art deco

  Hampton House, designed by E.P. Wheeler, was opened by George V in 1937 as the headquarters of the LONDON FIRE BRIGADE; the Riverbank Park Plaza Hotel opened in 2005 and

  Peninsula Heights between the road and the river was formerly Alembic House, home to disgraced politician and novelist Jeffrey Archer. Dominating the VAUXHALL end of the

  embankment, Terry Farrell’s huge cream and green MI6 building, memorably likened by Iain Sinclair to ‘an Inca jukebox’, was completed in 1993 and has been home to the Secret

  Intelligence Service (as MI6 is now officially called) since 1994. Some five floors of the complex are below street level to protect the most sensitive areas from terrorist attack.




  ALBERT GATE • SW1. The site of a bridge over the WESTBOURNE (see KNIGHTSBRIDGE). In 1730 the Serpentine

  was formed by damming the Westbourne (see HYDE PARK) but the old watercourse was used to channel off surplus water. In 1809 the entire neighbourhood was flooded and

  for several days people were rowed over here from CHELSEA by THAMES boatmen. The Westbourne was diverted into a sewer in 1826. The two old inns which

  used to stand here, the FOX AND BULL and the White Hart, were both demolished in 1841 and replaced by two large stuccoed buildings built by Thomas Cubitt. They were

  nicknamed ‘The Two Gibraltars’ because it was said that they would never be taken. One is now the French Embassy. The gate into Hyde Park was erected in 1846. The stags on the piers

  came from the Ranger’s Lodge, GREEN PARK, and were modelled from prints by Bartolozzi.




  ALBERT HALL • Kensington Gore, SW7. In 1851 Prince Albert suggested that, with the profits of the GREAT EXHIBITION, a site in South

  Kensington should be bought for museums, schools, colleges and a central hall containing libraries, a lecture theatre and exhibition rooms. The Kensington Gore Estate was

  accordingly purchased for that purpose by the commissioners in 1852. The next year Prince Albert asked Gottfried Semper, architect of the Dresden Opera House, to draw up plans for a hall but these

  were not used. In 1858 Henry Cole, Chairman of the Society of Arts, had plans made by Captain Francis Fowke of the Royal Engineers for a massive concert hall to hold 15,000 but these were not used

  either and the project was temporarily shelved. After Prince Albert’s death in 1861 a public fund was opened to finance the ALBERT MEMORIAL and a hall. Seven

  architects drew up plans for the hall, among them Sir George Gilbert Scott, whose designs were chosen. But barely enough money was raised to cover the cost of the memorial; and the hall scheme was

  again dropped. In 1863 Cole revived the idea, proposing to finance the building by selling the 999-year leasehold of seats. Over 1,300 seats were sold at £100 each, entitling the owners to

  free attendance at every performance in the hall, an arrangement only partly modified today by the agreement of the seat owners on about 80 occasions each year. In 1865 new designs by Captain

  Fowke, influenced by Semper’s opera house, were approved by the Prince of Wales. The Great Exhibition commissioners gave £50,000 and promised the site at a peppercorn rent of 1s a year

  which is still paid annually on 25 March. Fowke died in December 1865 and Colonel H.Y. Darracott Scott took over. In 1867 Queen Victoria laid the foundation stone (now behind two seats in block K

  at the rear of the stalls) and then unexpectedly announced that ‘Royal Albert’ was to be added to the existing title Hall of Arts and Sciences. Four years later the hall was declared

  open by the Prince of Wales in place of his mother who was overcome by emotion. The notorious echo was first discovered when the Bishop of London prayed during the ceremony and the

  ‘Amen’ reverberated round the building. It has been said that the only place where a British composer can be sure of hearing his work twice is at the Albert Hall. Sir Thomas Beecham

  said it could be used for a hundred things but music wasn’t one of them. The hall is oval – with exterior measurements of 83 by 73 metres – and has a capacity of over 8,000 but

  safety regulations reduce this figure to about 7,000. Its glass and iron dome is 41 metres high internally. The high frieze around the outside wall is by Armitage, Pickersgill, Marks and Poynter

  Yeames, Horsley and Armstead and illustrates ‘The Triumph of Arts and Sciences’. The 150-ton organ built in 1871 by Henry Willis (and rebuilt in two stages by Harrison and Harrison in

  1924 and 1933) had nearly 10,000 pipes and was the largest ever when built. A steam engine worked the bellows. Anton Bruckner played it at the inaugural concert (see ORGANS). A £1.7 million overhaul and refurbishment of the organ was carried out from 2001.




  [image: ]




  H.Y. Darracott Scott’s proposed design for the ‘Hall of Arts and Sciences’ to be erected at Kensington. When she laid the foundation stone Queen Victoria

  prefaced the original name with ‘Royal Albert’.




  In 1877 the Wagner Festival was held, with eight concerts conducted by Wagner himself. In the 1880s a dance floor was installed and exhibitions and assaults-at-arms were occasionally held. In

  1886 the first of a series of concerts given by Dame Adelina Patti took place. In the 1890s charity balls, bazaars and festivals were held. In 1900 Madam Albani gave her farewell concert. In 1906 a

  record audience of 9,000 heard the first gramophone concert. In 1911 the Shakespeare Ball, which was held just before the coronation of George V, was attended by 80 visiting royals. Another grand

  ball was held three years later to celebrate 100 years of peace between England and the USA. In 1919 the first boxing contest was held in the hall. The prize was a gold trophy presented by George

  V. In 1923 the first performance was given of Longfellow’s Hiawatha, set to music by Coleridge-Taylor; and from 1930 to 1940 Hiawatha was performed annually. In 1941 the 47th

  season of Sir Henry Wood’s Promenade Concerts moved here after the bombing of the QUEEN’S HALL and the ‘Proms’ have since been held here annually. In

  1953 the Coronation Ball was held here as it had been in 1937. In 1968, with a government interest-free loan of £40,000, the acoustics were improved by hanging saucer-like shapes from the

  roof. In 1970–1 the hall was cleaned and restored for its centenary and in 1994 a major refurbishment of the hall and development of the site got underway. Although events continued to be

  held in the hall, the Queen officially reopened it on completion of this work in 2004. The Corps of Honorary Stewards comprising about 70 volunteer ushers who received a pair of tickets in return

  for each attendance was disbanded in 1985 and replaced by paid stewards.




  ALBERT HALL MANSIONS • Kensington Gore, SW7. Three six-storey blocks designed by Norman Shaw and erected 1880–7. They were the first flats to be built

  in the Dutch style and were widely imitated. All had bathrooms, lifts and wine cellars.




  ALBERT MEMORIAL • Kensington Gardens, SW7. In 1862 a public meeting was convened at the MANSION HOUSE by the LORD

  MAYOR, William Cubitt, to discuss the raising of funds for a national memorial to Prince Albert. Queen Victoria was asked to choose the design of the memorial. She formed a committee to

  advise her, on which sat the Earl of Derby, the Earl of Clarendon, Sir Charles Eastlake and Lord Mayor Cubitt. They rejected the first idea of a memorial obelisk and asked several architects to

  submit plans. George Gilbert Scott, James Pennethorne, T.L. Donaldson, P.C. Hardwick, M. Digby Wyatt, Charles Barry and E.M. Barry competed. The Queen chose Scott’s design. The ROYAL SOCIETY OF ARTS (the Prince had been its president) collected small subscriptions from all over the country. In 1863 Parliament voted £50,000 towards the memorial. Gladstone

  delayed its construction by haggling over the cost, which did not go unnoticed by the Queen. The Irish refused to subscribe and did not carry out their contract for granite.




  The Queen took a close interest in the enterprise. On 1 July 1872 she inspected the memorial, which was now completed except for the central statue of the Prince. She did not express an opinion,

  but Scott was knighted. On 3 July the hoardings were removed and the public admitted. There was no official unveiling ceremony.




  In 1876 the 4-metre-high statue of the Prince by John Foley was erected. The delay had been caused by the death of the first sculptor, Baron Marochetti, whose 1867 model had proved

  unsatisfactory. The 53-metre-high memorial cost £120,000. The Gothic canopy is inlaid with mosaics, enamels and polished stone and is topped by an inlaid cross. There are no less than seven

  tiers of statuary ascending from the base. The outer corners are marked by massive marble groups of ‘Asia’, sculpted by J.H. Foley, ‘Europe’, by Patrick Macdowell (Gibson

  had refused the commission), ‘Africa’ by William Theed and ‘America’ by John Bell. On the corners of the podium are ‘Agriculture’ by Calder Marshall,

  ‘Manufactures’ by Weekes, ‘Commerce’ by Thornycroft and ‘Engineering’ by Lawlor, all in marble. Around the base of the memorial is a white marble frieze, with

  169 life-size figures by H.H. Armstead and J.B. Philip: on the east side, painters; on the north, architects; musicians and poets on the south; and sculptors on the west. Philip was responsible for

  87 of them. Enshrined above is the mighty bronze statue of Prince Albert, seated and holding the catalogue of the GREAT EXHIBITION. On the pillars of the memorial are bronze

  statues by Philip of ‘Astronomy’, ‘Chemistry’, ‘Geology’ and ‘Geometry’; and above, in niches, ‘Rhetoric’, ‘Medicine’,

  ‘Philosophy’ and ‘Physiology’ by Armstead. Mosaics in the arches are by Salviati and show ‘Poetry’, ‘Painting’, ‘Architecture’ and

  ‘Sculpture’. In niches on the spires are gilt bronze figures designed by J. Redfern of ‘Faith’, ‘Hope’, ‘Charity’ and ‘Humility’, with

  ‘Fortitude’, ‘Prudence’, ‘Justice’ and ‘Temperance’ at the corners. Above them are eight gilt bronze angels designed by Philip. The memorial was

  initially acclaimed but towards the end of the century a reaction set in. Modern opinion tends to equivocation. For Osbert Sitwell in 1928 it was ‘that wistful, unique monument of widowhood .

  . . that gilded and pensive giant on his dais under the Gothic canopy, strewn with white mosaic daisies of a blameless life’.




  By the end of the 20th century the Albert Memorial was seriously in need of repair. Between 1994 and 1998 ENGLISH HERITAGE undertook an £11 million restoration

  programme which involved stripping the monument to its cast-iron core, rebuilding it with all the original elements conserved and re-gilding Albert’s statue. The restored memorial was

  unveiled by the Queen in October 1998.




  Albert Saloon • Shepherdess Walk, Hoxton. First licensed in 1843 and later known as the Albert Theatre, it was unique in that it had two stages, built

  at right angles, one with an open-air auditorium and the other with the proscenium opening into the saloon for wet-weather performances. It was never successful and a licence was refused in 1852

  for lack of maintenance. It closed in 1853.




  ALBERY THEATRE • St Martin’s Lane, WC2. A large Edwardian theatre built in 1903 by W.G.R. Sprague for Charles Wyndham and first known as the New Theatre

  after the street opposite, New Row. From 1905 to 1913 it was used for six months each year by Fred Terry and Julia Neilson. Many of their most successful plays were first seen here, including

  The Scarlet Pimpernel (1905). Dion Boucicault the Younger became manager in 1915. Peter Pan was produced at Christmas between 1915 and 1919. In 1916 Somerset Maugham’s

  Caroline was performed, and in 1920 Noël Coward’s first play, I’ll Leave It To You, which ran for five weeks. The first London production of Shaw’s St

  Joan was given in 1924 with Sybil Thorndike in the title role. In 1926 The Constant Nymph began its run of 587 performances. In it John Gielgud made his first appearance at the theatre.

  In 1932 there was a black and white production of Twelfth Night starring Arthur Wontner and Jean Forbes-Robertson. In 1933 Gordon Daviot’s play Richard of Bordeaux established

  Gielgud’s reputation. In 1944, after the bombing of the OLD VIC and SADLER’S WELLS, the New Theatre became the base for both companies.

  SADLER’S WELLS returned home in 1944 and the OLD VIC in 1950. Gielgud, Olivier, Edith Evans, Michael Redgrave and Ralph Richardson all

  performed here in Shakespeare. The First Gentleman (1945), a play by Norman Ginsbury, and The Gioconda Smile (1948) by Aldous Huxley had long runs. In the 1950s there were many

  outstanding productions including The Cocktail Party (1950) by T.S. Eliot, Dear Charles (1952), I Am a Camera (1954), The Remarkable Mr Pennypacker (1955), Under Milk

  Wood (1956) by Dylan Thomas, Gigi (1956), and The Long, the Short and the Tall (1959). Between 1960 and 1966 Lionel Bart’s musical Oliver had a record run of 2,618

  performances. Oliver was revived in 1977, and, later, Pal Joey with Sian Phillips. Later successes included Children of a Lesser God (1981), a revival of Willy Russell’s

  Blood Brothers (1988), Private Lives with Alan Rickman and Lindsey Duncan prior to the Broadway transfer, Macbeth with Sean Bean and Samantha Bond and Endgame with Sir

  Michael Gambon (2004). The name of the theatre was changed in 1973 from New to Albery in honour of Sir Bronson Albery, the theatre director. The seating capacity is 879.




  ALDERMANBURY • EC2. The name means alderman’s manor and dates from the 14th century. The alderman was possibly Aethelred, son-in-law of Alfred the

  Great, alderman of Mercia and governor of London. Aldermanbury was perhaps the site of the first GUILDHALL or a castle used by English kings before Edward the Confessor

  established his palace at WESTMINSTER. In 1678–80 Judge Jeffreys, while Recorder of London, had a house opposite ST MARY ALDENBURY. The street

  was bombed in the 2nd World War. In 1965–9 the remains of St Mary’s Church were shipped to Fulton, Missouri to be rebuilt as a memorial to Winston Churchill. The GUILDHALL LIBRARY is on the east side, as is the CHARTERED INSURANCE INSTITUTE, by M.E. and O.H. Collins, 1932–4, ‘spare, quietly eccentric

  Tudor-bethan, in smooth Portland stone’ (Bradley and Pevsner). A board in Aldermanbury Square lists the names of ALDERMEN and Common Councilmen (see

  COURT OF COMMON COUNCIL).




  ALDERMAN’S WALK • EC2. On the west side of BISHOPSGATE just north of ST BOTOLPH’S churchyard, in

  the 17th century this open passageway led to a large house and garden belonging to Francis Dashwood, alderman of Walbrook Ward. On 18th-century maps it is marked Dashwood’s Walk.




  ALDERMEN • The aldermen of the CITY of London never had anything in common – except their title – with the aldermen of other

  cities and boroughs in England; and, since the latter have now been abolished, they are in a sense unique. They have a court of their own dating from 1200, when ‘five and twenty of the more

  discreet men of the City were sworn to take counsel on behalf of the City, together with the Mayor’. In 1319 Edward II decreed that aldermen should be retired annually and not re-elected; but

  from 1377 each ward elected its own alderman for life, unless he resigned for personal reasons or by the wishes of the court. This practice has continued to the present

  day, with one slight adjustment, made in 1975, to the effect that aldermen should retire at the age of 70. A candidate for the office must be a freeman (see FREEDOM OF THE

  CITY) and on election by his ward must be approved by the Court of Aldermen. Should the court not approve him after three successive appearances before them they may themselves choose a

  suitable person. The City Election Act of 1727 confirmed the right of the Court of Aldermen to approve or veto the decisions of the Common Council, but this right was annulled by the repeal of the

  Act in 1746.




  All the aldermen are Justices of the Peace, who not only sit in judgement in the MANSION HOUSE and Guildhall Justice Rooms (see GUILDHALL) but also appoint the

  Magistrates’ Clerks for those courts. The Court of Aldermen have responsibilities in association with the CITY OF LONDON POLICE; and the CITY LIVERY

  COMPANIES come under their authority. They have the right to present petitions direct to the Crown, and with the LORD MAYOR they attend the Privy Council and sign the

  documents proclaiming the succession of the Sovereign.




  Aldermen wear a scarlet gown trimmed on the front edges and sleeves with sable, or a ‘violet’ (really indigo) gown similarly trimmed with bear fur on occasions as directed by the

  City Ceremonial Book. Those who have been lord mayors or ‘passed the Chair’ wear the chains they wore as SHERIFF with the addition of the Sword and Mace to their

  shrieval badges, and a symbolic Cap of Dignity attached to the back of their gowns. Their ceremonial headgear is a black silk cocked hat with steel chain ornament.




  Aldersgate • City gate, first built by the Romans. The road through it probably linked up with WATLING STREET, and seems to have been

  constructed after the city wall, possibly to replace the north gate of the fort. But its name is Saxon and means Gate of Ealdred. In 1335 it was resolved that the gate should be covered with lead

  and a small house made under it for the gatekeeper. In the room above was the workshop of John Day, printer of The Folio Bible (1549), Foxe’s Book of Martyrs (1563), Roger

  Ascham’s Scholemaster (1570) and Tyndale’s Works (1572). In 1603 James I entered London through it for the first time as king. It was rebuilt in 1617. In 1660 Pepys saw

  the limbs of traitors on it. Damaged in the GREAT FIRE, it was repaired and beautified in 1670, and demolished in 1761. The gate stood opposite No. 62 ALDERSGATE STREET.




  ALDERSGATE STREET • EC1. Named after the ALDERSGATE, one of the gates in the CITY wall which stood opposite

  No. 62. The church of ST BOTOLPH ALDERSGATE, mentioned in 1135, is the first recorded building here. In 1289 a house named Redehall was let to Henry le Waleys, the

  LORD MAYOR. In 1352 Henry, Lord Percy, built a house in the street which Henry IV’s Queen later used as a clothes store; it was subsequently known as Queen

  Jane’s Wardrobe. The Brotherhood of the Holy Trinity, later suppressed by Edward VI, was founded here in 1446. Trinity Court marks the site of their house. Several Elizabethan noblemen had

  their mansions here: among these was Petre House, home of the Petre family from 1552 to 1639. Stow said that the COOKS’ COMPANY had a hall opposite the church at the

  beginning of the 17th century. By then Lord Percy’s house had become a printing office. In 1618 John Taylor, the water poet, set out in his ‘Pennyles Pilgrimage’ from London to

  Edinburgh from the Bell Inn. In about 1639 John Milton kept a boarding school in Maidenhead Court, ‘a spacious house’, according to his own account, ‘for myself and my books where

  I again with rapture renewed my literary pursuits’. In 1644 Thanet House, later known as Shaftesbury House, was built for the Earl of Thanet by Inigo Jones. In the Civil War Petre House was

  used as a prison. Richard Lovelace, the Royalist poet, was kept there in 1648. ‘Aldersgate resembleth an Italian street more than any other in London,’ wrote Howell in 1657, ‘by

  reason of the spaciousness and uniformity of buildings, and the straightness thereof, with the convenient distance of the houses; on both sides where of there are divers fair ones.’ The Duke

  of Lauderdale is said to have had a mansion here at this time. The Bishop of London, burnt out of his house in ST PAUL’S CHURCHYARD during the GREAT

  FIRE, took over Petre House – the fire not having reached this far north – and renamed it London House. Princess Anne was brought here by Bishop Compton when she deserted her

  father in 1688. The Duke of Monmouth hid in Thanet House after his rebellion in 1685. In 1738 John Wesley attended a Moravian meeting house in the street and wrote in his journal, ‘Went very

  unwillingly to a Society in Aldersgate Street where one was reading Luther’s Preface to the Epistle to the Romans. About a quarter before nine while he was describing the changes which

  God makes in the heart through faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed.’ Eight years later the street was described as ‘being very spacious and long and although the buildings

  are old and not uniform yet many of them are very good and well-inhabited’. In 1750 Shaftesbury House became the City Lying-In Hospital and, after the hospital’s removal to CITY ROAD, the first general dispensary in London. London House was burned down in 1768, having been an upholsterer’s workshop for some years; and in 1882 Shaftesbury House was

  demolished. At No. 150 between 1750 and 1836 George Seddon and his descendants carried on business as cabinet-makers. Among the most skilful craftsmen in the trade, they made furniture for

  SOMERSET HOUSE as well as for Windsor Castle. In 1925 Ironmongers’ Hall was built at No. 35. The area was heavily bombed in the 2nd World War. The east side of the

  street forms part of the BARBICAN redevelopment; the MUSEUM OF LONDON at the southern end marks the junction with LONDON

  WALL; the west side has modern office blocks including No. 200 by Fitzroy Robinson (1991–2), which bridges Montague Street and down into LITTLE BRITAIN, Mitre

  House at No. 160 (1986–90 by Seifert Ltd and described by Bradley and Pevsner as ‘dreadful’) and No. 137 by Rolfe Judd Group (1987–90) linked by footbridge to Barbican

  UNDERGROUND Station and the Barbican Estate.




  Aldford House • Park Lane. Designed by Eustace Balfour and Turner for Alfred Beit, the German-born financier who made a fortune in South Africa. A

  grandiose, stone-faced house with mullion windows, it was built in 1897 and filled with artistic treasures including a fine collection of Italian Renaissance bronzes and Murillo’s Prodigal

  Son series. It was demolished in 1931, scarcely more than 30 years after it was built, when purchasers of such houses could very rarely be found. It was replaced in 1932 by the present

  structure designed by Val Myers.




  ALDFORD STREET • W1. Built in the 1730s on the GROSVENOR ESTATE. It was first known as Chapel Street because the GROSVENOR CHAPEL stood opposite in SOUTH AUDLEY STREET. In 1886 it was renamed after a village on the Grosvenor family’s Cheshire estate. Beau Brummell

  lived at No. 13 in 1816. The house from which Harriet Westbrook eloped with Shelley in 1811 was at No. 23. John Gilbert Winant, the American Ambassador, lived at No. 7

  1941–6.




  Aldgate • One of the six original gates to the City built by the Romans. The road through it led out to the east and Colchester, once the capital city of

  England. The Saxons called it Ealdgate, old gate. It was rebuilt at some time between 1108 and 1147. In 1215, the year of Magna Carta, the Barons came through it on their way to lay siege to the

  TOWER. Between 1374 and 1385 the room above was leased to Geoffrey Chaucer. In 1471, during the Wars of the Roses, the Bastard of Fauconberg, at the head of 5,000 men,

  demanded entrance. The citizens let him in but then lowered the portcullis and routed his force. Mary Tudor entered London through this gate in 1553 for the first time as Queen. Princess Elizabeth

  waited with a guard of honour of 2,000 men to meet her. The gate was rebuilt in 1606–9 when Roman coins were found in the original foundations. It was demolished in 1761 and briefly

  re-erected at BETHNAL GREEN. Its site is now covered by the corner of the street known as ALDGATE and Duke’s Place.




  ALDGATE • EC3. Extends from Aldgate High Street to the junction of FENCHURCH STREET and LEADENHALL STREET. It

  takes its name from the Roman gate. The bronze, Ridirich, is by Keith McCarter (1980).




  ALDGATE PUMP • Now at the junction of LEADENHALL STREET and FENCHURCH STREET. The present stone fountain is several

  yards to the west of the original pump. A well called Alegate Well is mentioned adjoining the City wall in the time of King John. A free-standing structure is shown at this point on Braun and

  Hogenberg’s map of 1574. This may be the same as St Michael’s Well shown on the ‘Agas’ map of about 1633. Stow mentions ‘a fair well where now a pump is placed’

  and recounts the execution of the Bailiff of Romford, Essex, on a gibbet ‘near the well within Aldgate’: ‘I heard the words of the prisoner for he was executed upon the pavement

  of my door where I then kept house.’ In the 1860s the pump was moved several feet to the west for street widening. Proposals for its removal were resisted by the inhabitants. The present

  stone pump with a brass dog’s head spout dates from 1870–1. Following an adverse report on the quality of the water by the Medical Officer of Health for the CITY

  the well was closed and the pump connected to the New River Company’s supply in 1876 (see WATER SUPPLY). The pump no longer dispenses water.




  ALDWYCH • WC2. The crescent link between the STRAND and KINGSWAY. The new route between HOLBORN and Strand was officially opened in 1905. George Laurence Gomme, a London historian and clerk to the LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL, was largely responsible for

  promoting the name Aldwych for the new street. It first appears in 1398 and the early DRURY LANE was known as the ‘Via de Aldwych’. Traditionally this was the

  area called Aldwic, meaning old settlement, which King Alfred magnanimously allotted to the defeated Danes.




  Work on clearing the area started in 1900. Streets demolished included Wych Street, notorious for pornography, and Newcastle Street. The GAIETY THEATRE was also

  demolished. The Strand was widened at the same time. Despite the 1905 opening and the laying out of the route, buildings followed slowly. The twin STRAND and ALDWYCH THEATRES and the WALDORF HOTEL appeared in 1905–8; and Inveresk House, which was designed by Mewès and Davis for the Morning Post, in

  1907. But on the eastern side Aldwych House, for example, dates from 1922–3. The southern segment, too, emerged tardily, AUSTRALIA HOUSE in 1912–18, BUSH HOUSE in three stages, 1923, 1930 and 1935, and INDIA HOUSE in 1928–30. Ivor Novello died in a flat on the top floor of No. 11. At the east end is the

  Gladstone statue (see STATUES). Aldwych UNDERGROUND Station (on a spur of the PICCADILLY LINE from HOLBORN) was closed in 1994 and is now used as a performance venue.




  ALDWYCH THEATRE • Aldwych, WC2. Designed in 1905 by W.G.R. Sprague for Charles Frohman and Seymour Hicks. It opened with Hicks and Ellaline Terris, his wife,

  in a revival of Bluebell in Fairyland. This was followed mostly by musical comedies but The Bad Girl of the Family (1909), a drama by Frederick Melville, had a long run. Hicks left

  the theatre in 1910; and from 1919 to 1920 it was managed by C.B. Cochran. In 1924 It Pays to Advertise, a farce presented by Tom Walls and Leslie Henson, had 598 performances. From 1925 to

  1933 the Aldwych farces written by Ben Travers were staged, beginning with A Cuckoo in the Nest (1925) followed by Rookery Nook (1926), Thark (1928, 401 performances),

  Plunder (1928), A Cup of Kindness (1929), A Night Like This (1931), Dirty Work (1932) and A Bit of a Test (1933). From 1960 to 1982 the theatre was the London

  home of the Royal Shakespeare Company and housed many new Shakespearean productions and plays by modern playwrights including Becket (1961) by Anouilh and The Homecoming (1965) by

  Pinter. In 1964 a series of World Theatre seasons began. The RSC’s 8½-hour production of Nicholas Nickleby was a triumph. Later successes include Passion Play (1981), Tom

  Stoppard’s Hapgood (1988), and the Royal National Theatre’s Amy’s View (1998) by David Hare with Dame Judi Dench. The seating capacity is 1,176.




  ALEXANDER PLACE • SW7. Formerly Alfred Place, this was built in 1840 by James Bonnin to designs by George Basevi acting on behalf of John Alexander, the owner

  of the THURLOE ESTATE.




  ALEXANDER SQUARE • SW3. Built in the late 1820s by George Basevi and named after the owner of the THURLOE ESTATE, John Alexander, this

  has been rated one of the best 1820s ensembles in KENSINGTON. George Godwin, the architect, lived at No. 24; and George Augustus Sala, the journalist, at No. 1.




  Alexandra Hotel • Knightsbridge. A small smart hotel much patronized by country peers. Remarkably little seems to be known about it. It was opened in

  1863, the year in which Princess Alexandra of Denmark married the Prince of Wales. It was almost in the middle of St George’s Place which was the name of the south side of KNIGHTSBRIDGE between ST GEORGE’S HOSPITAL and WILTON PLACE and immediately to the east of OLD BARRACK

  YARD. In the latter part of the 19th century it was on a par with CLARIDGE’S. It survived as a ruin after heavy bomb damage in the 2nd World War. A plan to

  rebuild it as offices in the early 1950s never materialized and it was totally demolished.




  ALEXANDRA PALACE • Muswell Hill, N22. In May 1873 the reconstructed international exhibition building of 1862 (see EXHIBITIONS)

  was formally opened as north London’s rival to the CRYSTAL PALACE. It was named in honour of Princess Alexandra, Princess of Wales. Sixteen days later it burnt to the

  ground after a red-hot coal had fallen from a workman’s brazier. Encouraged by the attendance figures, the private company who owned it decided to rebuild immediately. The architects were

  Meeson and Johnson. It was reopened in 1875 with a large hall, concert room, reading room, theatre and offices covering 7 acres in all. However the venture was not

  successful. The Golden Guide to London of 1884 devoted twice as much space to the Crystal Palace. It listed the attractions of Alexandra Palace as music festivals and flower, fruit, dog and

  horse shows. In the grounds were a racecourse, archery and cricket grounds, a circus which could seat 3,000 spectators, a Japanese village, a lake and examples of domestic architecture from foreign

  countries. Attempts to make it a rival firework centre to the Crystal Palace were a failure.
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  Penny-farthing bicycle race in the grounds of Alexandra Palace in 1886.




  In the 1st World War it was used first as a barracks, then for Belgian refugees and later for German prisoners of war, who landscaped the grounds. In 1936 part was acquired by the BBC for

  television studios and the world’s first television transmitter was erected. On 26 August 1936 the first transmission took place – Here’s Looking at You, a variety show

  introduced by Leslie Mitchell. On 2 November regular transmissions began. On 10 October 1955 the first experimental television colour tests were made. In 1956 the Television Centre was moved to

  SHEPHERD’S BUSH, though Alexandra Palace was still used for recording the television programmes for the Open University. Around it was the 480 acres of ALEXANDRA PARK.




  In July 1980 much of the building was destroyed by a fire. It was restored and reopened in 1988 with facilities for exhibitions, sports, conferences and leisure activities. It is administered by

  the London Borough of HARINGEY.




  ALEXANDRA PARK • N22. The park, in which ALEXANDRA PALACE is sited, covers 220 acres of the former Tottenham Wood Farm acquired in

  1863 by the Alexandra Park Co. There are now public gardens and various sporting facilities including a ski slope, playing fields, boating lake, nature reserve and allotments. The racecourse,

  opened in 1868, held its last meeting in 1970. Not even the stands survive.




  From 1900, when the park and palace were purchased by Private Act of Parliament, administration was in the hands of Trustees. In 1965 this was handed over to the GREATER LONDON

  COUNCIL who on 1 January 1980 passed it to HARINGEY Borough Council.




  ALEXANDRA ROAD • NW8. Built about 1863, one of the first of 67 roads, streets, parks, parades and avenues in the Greater London area which bear the name of

  Edward VII’s popular Queen. Lillie Langtry, the King’s mistress, lived here behind a high brick wall at Leighton House, now demolished. The eastern end of Alexandra Road became Langtry

  Road in 1967.




  Alhambra • Leicester Square (east side) and Charing Cross Road. Opened in 1854 as the Royal Panopticon of Science and Art; the idea was

  conceived by Edward Clarke, the founder of the London Electrical Society. It was grandly Moorish in style with two minarets. The building was designed by T. Hayter Lewis. Under a huge dome, a

  30-metre-high fountain constantly played. The organ, made by Hill and Co., was considered one of the country’s best. But Londoners did not want to come and look at scientific apparatus and

  models of machinery, whatever the surroundings, and Clarke went bankrupt. The exhibits were sold in 1856. The building reopened as the Alhambra Palace, a circus, in 1858. When Queen Victoria and

  her family came to see ‘Black Eagle, the Horse of Beauty’, success was assured. A licence for music and dancing was granted. The Alhambra became a music hall in 1860. The following year

  there was an appearance by Blondin, just back from crossing the Niagara Falls on a tightrope, and Leotard, ‘the daring young man on the flying trapeze [who flew] through the air with the

  greatest of ease’. In 1864 Frederick Strange took over as manager and began the spectacular ballets for which the Alhambra was famous until the 1st World War. In 1870 Strange’s licence

  was not renewed after ‘Wiry Sal’ had raised her foot ‘higher than her head several times towards the audience and had been much applauded’. Strange continued to hold

  promenade concerts; but he was taken to court and fined and the theatre was closed. Three months later he was granted a licence for stage plays. The theatre was burned down in 1882. Rebuilt behind

  the original façade by Perry and Reed, it reopened in 1883. The next year the music and dancing licence was restored and the Alhambra became a music hall again. Revues replaced variety in

  1912. Four years later saw the production of The Bing Boys Are Here with George Robey, and Violet Lorraine singing ‘If You Were the Only Girl in the

  World’. A Diaghilev ballet season was staged in 1919. Waltzes from Vienna began its run of 607 performances in 1931. In 1933 de Basil’s Ballets Russes de Monte Carlo came for

  three weeks and stayed four months. In 1935 Tulip Time had 427 performances. The theatre was demolished in 1936. The ODEON CINEMA covers the site.
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  Acrobats at the Alhambra, Leicester Square. It was known as the Royal Panopticon of Science and Art in 1854–8.




  ALL ENGLAND LAWN TENNIS AND CROQUET CLUB• Church Road, Wimbledon, SW19. The Wimbledon Championship, the premier lawn tennis competition in the world and the

  only Grand Slam tournament played on grass, has always been played on the lawns of the All England Club. These were originally at Worple Road (close to today’s Wimbledon UNDERGROUND Station) where the club was founded in 1869 as the All England Croquet Club. It changed its name to the All England Croquet and Lawn Tennis Club in 1877 when it held its

  first tennis tournament, a Gentlemen’s Singles competition with 22 entrants, watched by about 200 spectators and won by Spencer Gore. The Ladies’ Singles and Gentlemen’s Doubles

  competitions were first held in 1884, the former, with an entry of 13 players, being won by Maud Watson. By 1882 the club was being used almost exclusively for lawn tennis so the word

  ‘croquet’ was dropped from the title; in 1899 it was restored for old times’ sake and since then the club has been officially named the All England Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club

  (AELTC). It is a private club.




  The increasing popularity of the game, and the tournament, forced the club to move to larger premises and in 1922 the present ground in Church Road was opened by King George V. Applications for

  tickets the following year were so numerous that they had to be issued by a ballot, a system that is still adopted for every championship. During the 2nd World War the premises were used for civil

  defence and military purposes; troops stationed nearby used the main concourse as a training ground, and pigs, hens, geese and rabbits were reared in a small farmyard in the grounds. In October

  1940 a large bomb hit Centre Court, demolishing 1,200 seats.




  Improvements to the grounds, the courts and the facilities have been made almost continually since they opened. Centre Court had its roof raised by one metre in 1979 and replaced altogether in

  1992, providing room for 1,088 more seats. A new No. 1 Court and two extra grass courts were built in 1997 and the old No. 1 Court complex has since been replaced by a Millennium Building, complete

  with media centre and extensive new facilities for players, officials and club members. The maximum capacity of the grounds on any one day is now 35,500. Attendance figures for the championships

  have risen from a total of over 219,000 in 1932 (the first year for which figures are available) to a record of 490,081 in 2001, when play was extended into a 14th day because of rain. Development

  plans include the installation of a retractable roof on Centre Court to minimize such rain delays in the future.




  The Wimbledon Championships are run by a Committee consisting of the 12-member AELTC Committee and 7 nominees from the Lawn Tennis Association. The tournament starts six weeks before the first

  Monday in August each year and lasts for a fortnight or for as long as is necessary to complete all events. (see also WINBLEDON LAWN TENNIS MUSEUM.)




  All Hallows • Bread Street. Sometimes known as All Hallows Watling Street. It is first mentioned in 1221. It was enlarged in 1349 and the chapel was

  added in 1350. In 1531 services were suspended for a month after a fight between two priests. Both had to do penance by walking in procession from ST PAUL’S to

  CHEAPSIDE. In 1559 the steeple was struck by lightning and demolished. After being extensively repaired in 1625 the church was destroyed by the GREAT

  FIRE. In 1677–84 it was rebuilt by Wren at a cost of £3,348 7s 2d. In 1876 the site and materials were sold for £32,254 and All Hallows Poplar was built with the proceeds.

  Most of the fittings went to this church which was destroyed in the 2nd World War but the font cover went to ST ANDREW BY THE WARDROBE, the organ case to ST

  MARY ABCHURCH, the pulpit to ST VEDAST and the carvings and plate to ST MARY-LE-BOW to which the small parish of 2½ acres was united.

  The remains of the dead were moved to the CITY OF LONDON CEMETERY. In 1954 the churchyard was removed. Watling House now stands on the church site at the south-east corner

  of BREAD STREET and WATLING STREET. Several medieval LORD MAYORS were buried here and John Milton was christened here in

  1608.




  ALL HALLOWS BARKING (BY THE TOWER) • Byward Street, EC3. In 675 Eorconweald, Bishop of London, founded an abbey at BARKING, Essex for

  his sister Ethelburga and endowed it with the land upon which this church was built. It is variously mentioned as All Hallows Barking and St Mary’s. Excavations revealed the foundations of an

  aisleless Saxon church and two crosses of churches built c.1000–1060. A doorway of reused Roman tiles and Kentish ragstone remains. In 1189–99 Richard I built a Lady Chapel north

  of the church. There is a tradition that his heart was buried in it. A shrine to the Blessed Virgin is said to have been erected by Edward I. Edward IV endowed a chantry for saying masses. Richard

  III founded a college of priests. In 1547 the Lady Chapel was demolished, and in 1548 the college was dissolved but was restored in 1613. In 1634–5 the church was partially rebuilt. On 4

  January 1650, 27 barrels of gunpowder exploded beside the churchyard, blowing up over 50 houses including the Rose Tavern where the parish dinner was being held, and causing many deaths. In

  1658–9 the tower was rebuilt. It was the only London church to have building work carried out under the Commonwealth. After the GREAT FIRE Pepys climbed up to the top

  of this tower and there saw ‘the saddest sight of desolation’. In 1813 the church was repaired.




  In 1922 it became the headquarters of TOC H, the organization for Christian fellowship founded by the vicar, the Revd P.B. Clayton, at Poperinghe, Belgium, in the 1st

  World War. In 1925 the Memorial Chapel in the crypt was created. In 1940 the church was bombed. There remained only the tower, the walls, a few monuments, some 17th-century sword-rests, 17 brasses

  dating from 1389 to 1651 and a font cover ascribed to Grinling Gibbons. In 1949–58 the church was rebuilt by Seely and Paget with donations from benefactors all over the world. The pulpit

  came from the bombed church of ST SWITHIN LONDON STONE, the font was carved from Gibraltar rock and the altarpiece of the Last Supper was painted by Brian Thomas. In

  the crypt is a small museum of local Saxon and Roman remains.




  Bishop Launcelot Andrewes was christened here in 1555 and William Penn in 1644. Judge Jeffreys was married here in 1667 and John Quincy Adams, later sixth President of the United States of

  America, in 1797. Bishop Fisher was buried here after his execution in 1535 but moved later to ST PETER AD VINCULA. Also buried here were Henry Howard, Earl of Surrey, after

  his execution in 1547, and Archbishop Laud after his execution in 1645. Surrey’s body was moved to Framlingham, Suffolk, in 1614 and Laud’s to St John’s College, Oxford, in

  1663.




  ALL HALLOWS • Gospel Oak (Savernake Road), NW3. The foundation stone of this, the finest of James Brooks’s works, was laid by

  the Duchess of Teck in 1892, and the church was consecrated in 1901, the year of the architect’s death. The chancel was built by Sir Giles Gilbert Scott in 1913. Long and spreading, without a

  tower, the structure of the building is immediately expressed in the particularly massive buttresses which stretch right up at a steep diagonal to the projected vault. The effect is particularly

  impressive on the north side. Internally, tall and slender piers separate the nave from the aisles which are of equal height, forming a hall church. In the upper parts of the nave the brickwork is

  exposed but otherwise the stone used is Ancaster limestone. There are large windows in the aisles and a wheel window at the west end. The pulpit came from ST PETER, VERE

  STREET. The excellent acoustics make the church a popular venue for concerts.




  All Hallows • Honey Lane. A small parish of just over one acre, first mentioned in 1235. In 1540 Thomas Garrard, a former rector, was burnt at

  SMITHFIELD for heresy. After being repaired in 1625 the church was destroyed in the great fire and not rebuilt. In 1670 the parish was united with ST

  MARY-LE-BOW. The site was covered first by HONEY LANE MARKET, then by the CITY OF LONDON SCHOOL, and since 1963 by offices.




  All Hallows • Lombard Street. Also known as All Hallows Grass Church, it was first mentioned in 1053. It was rebuilt 1494–1516. The stone porch

  from the PRIORY OF ST JOHN OF JERUSALEM was incorporated. Soon after being repaired in 1622 it was burned down in the GREAT FIRE. In 1686–94 it

  was rebuilt by Wren as a simple rectangle with a chancel recess at the east end. It cost £8,058 15s 6d. In 1735 Wesley mounted the pulpit to discover that he had forgotten his notes. A woman

  in the congregation, aware of his predicament, called out, ‘Cannot you trust God for a sermon?’ He never used notes again. In 1864 the parish acquired those of ST BENET

  GRACE-CHURCH and ST LEONARD EASTCHEAP and, in 1876, the parish of ST DIONIS BACKCHURCH. The church was closed in 1937 and the site was sold to

  BARCLAYS BANK for their head office. It was demolished 1938–9. The tower was reconstructed as part of ALL HALLOWS, NORTH TWICKENHAM which, with

  All Saints Queensbury, was built on the proceeds of the sale. The parishes were united with ST EDMUND THE KING.




  ALL HALLOWS LONDON WALL • 83 London Wall, EC2. Built with its vestry on a bastion of the Roman city wall. It is first mentioned at the beginning of the 12th

  century. In 1474 a cell for anchorites was built next to the chancel wall. This was later occupied by Simon the Anker, a famous recluse who lived in it for 20 years, writing here The Fruyte of

  Redempcyon which was printed by Wynkyn de Worde in 1514. A new aisle was built 1528–9. The church was extensively repaired in 1613 and 1627. It escaped total destruction in the

  GREAT FIRE and was rebuilt 1765–7 by George Dance the Younger on his return from Italy. In later life he referred to it as ‘my first child’. It cost

  £2,941. The altar painting of St Paul Receiving his Sight from Ananias was copied by his brother, Nathaniel Dance-Holland, from Pietro da Cortona’s painting which hangs in the

  Church of the Conception, Rome. The building was repaired in 1891 and in1954 made a guild church. The parish was united with ST BOTOLPH WITHOUT BISHOPSGATE. Restoration

  1960–2 was by David Nye.




  ALL HALLOWS • North Twickenham (Chertsey Road), Middlesex. The white stone church tower is all that remains of ALL HALLOWS, LOMBARD

  STREET. In 1938–9, when the original church was pronounced unsafe, a decision was taken to remove the 32-metre-high tower to North Twickenham where Robert Atkinson erected a simple

  brick structure beside it to accommodate the fine 17th-century reredos and 18th-century furnishings which had been the gift of bankers to the original church, as well as the reconstructed Ranatus

  Harris organ. The porch came from the dissolved PRIORY OF ST JOHN, CLERKENWELL, and a gate which has bars and spikes adorned with emblems of death used to stand in the alley

  leading to the church. In the vestibule is a tablet to Thomas Vardon and his six children, five of whom died before they were one year old.




  All Hallows Staining • Mark Lane. First mentioned in 1177. The origin of the name Staining is uncertain. Possibly it is from the church having been

  built of stone when others were made of wood, or from the land belonging to the manor of Staines. It was rebuilt in about 1450. In 1554 Elizabeth I, while still a princess, gave thanks here for her

  release from the TOWER and presented the church with new bell ropes as the bells had ‘been music to her ears’. Repaired in 1630, the church survived the

  GREAT FIRE, but in 1671 it collapsed because of excessive burials. Rebuilt 1674–5, it was demolished in 1870 except for the 15th-century tower. The site was sold to

  the CLOTHWORKERS’ COMPANY for £12,418 on condition that they did not build on the land and kept the tower in good order. All Hallows Bromley by Bow was built on

  the proceeds. The parish was united to ST OLAVE HART STREET. A late-16th-century bell from the church is now in GROCERS’ HALL. For the crypt

  see ST JAMES IN THE WALL.




  ALL HALLOWS • Tottenham (Tottenham Church Lane), N17. The brick south porch dates from the 15th century. William Butterfield built the east end of the church

  in 1875. The church has some notable stained glass.




  All Hallows the Great • Upper Thames Street. Also known as All Hallows at the Hay, All Hallows in La Corderie, All Hallows in the Ropery and All

  Hallows the More, it is first mentioned in 1235. In 1447 Henry VI founded a grammar school. In 1598 Stow described it as ‘a fair church with a large cloister on the south side . . . but

  foully defaced and ruinated’. Rebuilt 1627–9, it was burned down in the GREAT FIRE, and was again rebuilt by Wren at a cost of £5,541 9s 2d in

  1677–83, having acquired the parish of All Hallows the Less (also burned down in the fire, but not rebuilt) in 1670. The tower and north aisle were demolished in 1876 to enable QUEEN VICTORIA STREET to be widened and the tower and a vestry were rebuilt on the south side. In 1893–4 it was demolished, except for the tower and vestry, under the Union of

  City Benefices Act, and the parish was united with ST MICHAEL PATERNOSTER ROYAL. The site was sold to a brewery company for £13,129 16s, which financed the building of

  ALL HALLOWS, GOSPEL OAK. The communion table was moved to the new church, the organ case, figures of Moses and Aaron, woodwork, plate and a window to St Michael Paternoster

  Royal, the pulpit to ST PAUL HAMMERSMITH, and the sounding board and chancel screen to ST MARGARET LOTHBURY. In 1939 the tower and vestry were

  bombed. In 1954 the parish was united with ST JAMES GARLICKHYTHE. In 1969 the churchyard was removed and Mondial House was built on the site.




  All Hallows the Less • Upper Thames Street. Stood over the gateway to a big house. It is first mentioned in 1216. Burned down

  in the GREAT FIRE, it was not rebuilt. The parish was united with ALL HALLOWS THE GREAT.




  ALL SAINTS • Camden Town, NW1. One of three chapels-of-ease which were erected by the surveyor William Inwood and his son Henry William Inwood between 1822

  and 1827, after they had finished ST PANCRAS NEW CHURCH. It was first known as the Camden Chapel and became All Saints only in 1920. It has been used by the Greek Cypriot

  community since 1948. The bold semicircular porch in the Ionic style and much of the decoration shows the influence of the younger Inwood’s travels in Greece.




  ALL SAINTS • Chingford. In the 12th century the church belonged to the Dean and Chapter of ST PAUL’S. The north wall probably

  dates from this era; the south aisle and arcade were built in the late 13th century and the tower soon afterwards. Reconstruction took place in the 15th century and a porch was added in the 16th.

  During the following centuries the building became unstable: the aisle walls were heightened and thus overloaded, and ivy almost completely covered the church. In 1844 the dedication to St Peter

  and St Paul was transferred to the new church at Chingford Green. Residential development around the church in the early 20th century led to its rebuilding in 1930 by C.C. Winmill (financed by

  Louisa Heathcote), and its subsequent functioning as a chapel-of-ease to St Peter and St Paul.




  ALL SAINTS • Church Street, Edmonton, N9. Consists of a west tower of three stages with angle buttresses, a nave, aisles and a projecting chancel. It is

  chiefly constructed of Kentish ragstone and dates mainly from the 15th century. The north side was refaced in stock brick in 1774. The south aisle is an addition of 1889. Re-set in the south wall

  are the remains of a Norman doorway. The churchyard contains many interesting memorials, including the grave of Charles Lamb, who died in Edmonton in 1834.




  ALL SAINTS • East India Dock Road, E14. Built 1821–3 to the designs of Charles Hollis. In 1821 the parish of POPLAR was created

  and the parishioners raised over £30,000 for the construction of this expensive church. Although Hollis won the competition for the design, it has been suggested that he plagiarized the plans

  of J.J. Scoles. The church is built in Portland stone, with an Ionic portico, a Corinthian interior and a steeple after Wren and Gibbs. In the 1950s the vicar, Arthur Chandler, asked Cecil Brown to

  remodel the interior and remove the more ornate features, including the galleries on cast-iron columns. The Chapel of St Frideswide recalls the church of that name which was bombed and demolished

  in the 2nd World War. The DOCKLANDS LIGHT RAILWAY All Saints station, adjacent to the church, opened in 1987.




  ALL SAINTS • Ennismore Gardens, SW7. Now known as the Cathedral of the Dormition of the Mother of God and All Saints, this church has belonged to the Russian

  Orthodox Church since 1979 and is the cathedral of the diocese of Sourozh, the diocese of the Russian Orthodox Church (Patriarchate of Moscow) covering the British Isles. It was built in the 1840s

  to the designs of Vulliamy. The Italianate west front of 1892 is by C. Harrison Townsend, architect of the HORNIMAN MUSEUM. The campanile was added in the 1870s. In the

  interior there are tall iron Corinthian columns, a small clerestory and a gallery on three sides. The original decoration, for much of which Heywood Sumner was responsible, is in the arts and

  crafts style. After 1979 the building was adapted for Orthodox worship. The Royal (central) Doors of the icon screen in front of the altar had been rescued from the chapel of the Russian embassy in

  London after the revolution of 1917. The icons on the screen were painted by students of the celebrated Russian iconographer Leonid Ouspensky. Services are conducted in both Church Slavonic and

  English.




  ALL SAINTS • Foots Cray, Sidcup, Kent. Originated as a wooden building in 900. It was rebuilt in stone about 1330, the chantry chapel added 20 years later,

  and the nave extended 1862–3. The bell tower is wooden with a shingled spire and the font dates from the 12th century.




  ALL SAINTS • Fulham (Church Gate), SW6. Most of what one sees from PUTNEY BRIDGE of the felicitously sited parish church of

  FULHAM is a rebuilding of 1880–1 by Sir Arthur Blomfield. Only the tower of Kentish ragstone is medieval, but even this was refaced in 1845 when the thin wooden spire

  was removed. What lifts All Saints out of the ordinary is its long association with the BISHOPS OF LONDON and its wealth of monuments: the finest in any outer London church

  after CHELSEA OLD CHURCH, they are mainly of the 17th century. Bishop Waldhere of London obtained the Fulham lands from the Bishop of Hereford early in the 8th century, thus

  establishing the long connection between FULHAM and the Bishops of London. A painting, dated 1690, in the tower shows John Hudnett, beadle and sexton, in a red coat with a

  quart pot and churchwarden’s pipe. The episcopal connection is underlined by the fact that in the churchyard at the east end of the church are no fewer than eight tombs of former Bishops of

  London, and another two in the north-east corner.




  ALL SAINTS • Kingston upon Thames, Surrey. Seven Saxon kings are reputed to have been crowned at an earlier church on the site of All Saints, including Edward

  the Elder, Egbert King of Wessex, Athelstan and Ethelred the Unready. Construction of the present church, set between the ancient market place and the modern shopping centre in central KINGSTON UPON THAMES, was begun in 1120 on the orders of Henry I, and some sort of alteration or addition has been made in almost every century since. There is a 14th-century wall

  painting of St Blaise, the 16th-century tomb of Sir Anthony Benn, a 17th-century marble font attributed to Sir Christopher Wren, twelve bells and an 18th-century carillon, a 19th-century west

  window, and a magnificent Frobenius organ installed in 1988. This last enhances the church’s long-standing musical tradition, and has been used for recitals and recordings by some of the

  world’s finest organists.




  ALL SAINTS • Margaret Street, W1. On the site of the Margaret Chapel which was built in about 1760 for deists. It later became a proprietary chapel. In

  1839–45 Frederick Oakeley made it the centre of the High Church Tractarian Movement. His successor William Upton Richards and the Ecclesiological Society joined together to rebuild the chapel

  as a model church in the Gothic style. William Butterfield was appointed architect. The foundation stone was laid in 1850 but the building took many years to complete due to disagreements between

  the sponsors and the architect. It was consecrated in 1859 by Dr Tait, Bishop of London. Ruskin said it was ‘the first piece of architecture I have seen built in modern days which is free

  from all signs of timidity and incapacity’; and G.E. Street thought it ‘not only the most beautiful but the most vigorous, thoughtful and original’ of

  the Gothic Revival churches. It was the first important building where brick was used decoratively. Its spire is 69 metres high. The interior is richly decorated with granite, marble, alabaster and

  tiles. Above the altar were frescoes by William Dyce but they deteriorated and were covered by panels painted by Ninian Comper in 1909. The tile panels of the Nativity which decorate the windowless

  north aisle are by Alexander Gibbs. Additions to the church include the Lady Chapel’s reredos and canopy by Comper (1911), the pyx by Comper (1930) and the south aisle screen by Laurence King

  (1962). Included on the small site as an integral part of the scheme were a vicarage and choir school, the latter now closed.




  ALL SAINTS • Notting Hill, W11. Built 1852–5 to the designs of William White, nephew of Gilbert White the naturalist. There is an unusually tall west

  tower in four stages. The Lady Chapel is by Sir Ninian Comper. The interior was restored after bombing in the 2nd World War.




  ALL SAINTS • Orpington, Kent. Originally Saxon, it contains examples of late Norman work and several succeeding styles. Nicholas de Ystele, rector until 1370,

  is buried in the west porch, which he had built. The 13th-century tower was partly destroyed by lightning in 1771; it was capped with a shingled spire and this, too, was struck by lightning, in

  1809. In 1957–8 the church was enlarged by Geddes Hyslop by an unusual method: the south wall of the nave was replaced by arches leading into a new church facing south. The new building is on

  the site of Bark Hart House, which was demolished in the 1950s (see ORPINGTON).




  ALL SAINTS • Sydenham, SE26. Built in 1901 by G.H. Fellowes Prynne, but incomplete; only three bays of the nave and aisle were built. The church was

  consecrated in 1903.




  ALL SAINTS • Tooting Graveney, SW17. In the Domesday survey of 1086 TOOTING and STREATHAM MANOR are

  shown as held by the Abbey of Bec Hellouin in Normandy – hence TOOTING BEC – from which the great Archbishops Lanfranc and Anselm came to England in Norman

  times. All Saints was built 1904–6 out of funds bequeathed by Lady Augusta Georgiana Sophia Brudenell-Bruce in memory of her husband. The architect was Temple Moore. It is one of the finest

  and largest parish churches in south London. Many of the furnishings were collected by the first vicar from Italy and France, and date back to the Renaissance. In addition to being a place of

  worship, the church is frequently used for musical recordings.




  ALL SAINTS • Upper Norwood, SE19. Built 1827–9 by James Savage as a chapel-of-ease to CROYDON parish church. It was originally a

  rectangular building with galleries and box pews. It seated 800 and cost £6,632. The tower was added in 1841 and the chancel in 1861. The church was painted by Pissarro when he was living in

  Palace Road during the Franco-Prussian War and mentioned by Dickens in David Copperfield. Vice-Admiral Robert Fitzroy, who captained HMS Beagle on the voyage which took Darwin to the

  Galapagos Islands, was buried in the churchyard.




  ALL SAINTS • Wandsworth (High Street), SW18. The first mention of the church was in 1234, when John de Panormo was granted a dispensation ‘to hold the

  Church of Wandsworth’, as well as one in Italy. The oldest part of the present structure is the tower, built in 1630, replacing a steeple. The tower was repaired and raised one storey in

  1841, to accommodate a peal of eight bells. The north aisle was built in 1716, while most of the rest dates from the rebuilding of 1780. Further alterations and additions were made in the 19th

  century, including a new chancel by E.W. Mountford in 1900. The interior has Adam-like Doric columns of wood, painted as marble, with a frieze and enriched cornice. Old memorials include a brass of

  1420 to a soldier of Henry V and monuments to Susannah Powell (1630) and Alderman Henry Smith (1627).




  ALL SAINTS • West Dulwich (Rosendale Road), SE21. This towering brick structure in the Gothic style was one of the most ambitious of late-19th-century

  churches. Sited on a steep slope, it dominates Rosendale Road from a considerable height. It was built 1888–91 by G.H. Fellowes Prynne, at a cost of £16,000, on land donated by

  DULWICH COLLEGE. Money was not available, however, to complete the design and the proposed lofty tower was never built. J.B.S. Comper restored the church in 1952 and erected

  a small bell tower at the point where Fellowes Prynne intended his tower to have been. In June 2000 the Grade I listed church was completely gutted by a massive fire caused by an electrical fault.

  The roof collapsed and the interior was destroyed, leaving only a stark brick skeleton. Fortunately the building was fully insured and work on a £6 million restoration programme started in

  2004.




  ALL SAINTS • West Ham, E15. Has a history going back to the beginning of the Middle Ages. At one time it belonged to STRATFORD LANGTHORNE

  ABBEY. Rebuilt about 1180 by the Norman lord of the manor, it was greatly enlarged in the 13th century. The 22.5-metre-high tower was erected early in the 15th century and the church reached

  its present form in the 16th century when the chapels on either side of the chancel were completed, the North Chapel in Tudor brick being the finest part architecturally. The whole lies in a

  spacious churchyard.




  The prosperity that came to WEST HAM after the Reformation is reflected in the monuments to Sir Thomas Foot, the first LORD MAYOR in

  Cromwell’s Commonwealth, and that to James Cooper (d.1743) and his wife, with excellent carved standing figures. Another Lord Mayor, Sir Robert Smyth, is also commemorated, as are other

  persons of substance who lived in West Ham.




  Two curiosities are worth noting: one is the font dated 1707, bearing the names of three churchwardens instead of the usual two (the ancient parish was once divided into three wards and the

  custom continues); the other is the clock in the tower, made in 1857 to Lord Grimthorpe’s design, and the prototype of BIG BEN.




  ALL SOULS • Langham Place, W1. Designed by John Nash, as part of his great scheme for REGENT STREET and REGENT’S PARK, and built 1822–4. Because of the intractability of property owners in the area, Nash was unable to continue the northward sweep of REGENT

  STREET as he wished and was forced to push it westwards. His solution was to build this church as a terminal feature where REGENT STREET turns left into PORTLAND PLACE. Its combination of a Greek peristyle and a spire was ridiculed at the time and the portly Nash was caricatured as impaled upon it. The church is faced with Bath stone,

  and the interior is galleried and bright in blue and gold. The altarpiece by Richard Westall was a gift from George IV, Nash’s patron. Bombed in the 2nd World War,

  All Souls was restored and rededicated in 1957, the work having been done by H.S. Goodhart-Rendel.
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  John Nash, architect of All Souls, Langham Place, remarked of this 1824 Cruikshank cartoon that criticism had exalted him.




  ALLEYN’S SCHOOL • Townley Road, SE22. Came into existence as a result of a reorganization by Act of Parliament in 1882 of Alleyn’s College of

  God’s Gift at DULWICH (see DULWICH COLLEGE). Alleyn’s School replaced the Lower School of Alleyn’s College. New buildings

  were opened in 1887. Other buildings followed and in ten years numbers rose from 250 to 680. Alleyn’s was a pioneer among day schools in introducing a house system in 1907. New building, held

  up by the 1st World War, was partially carried out before 1939 but premises for the junior school were not built till 1964. The school was evacuated during the 2nd World War, returning to Dulwich

  in 1945. Financial difficulties in post-war years led to it becoming a direct grant school (see EDUCATION) from 1958, an arrangement which ended in 1976 when it

  became an independent co-educational school.




  Almack’s Assembly Rooms • King Street, St James’s. A suite of fashionable assembly rooms designed by Robert Mylne in 1765 and named after

  the first proprietor, William Almack. A voucher of admission to a weekly ball was ‘the seventh heaven of the fashionable world’. The guest lists were strictly controlled by seven ladies

  of high rank. Henry Luttrell wrote:




  

    

      All on that magic list depends;


      Fame, fortune, fashion, lovers, friends:


      ’Tis that which gratifies or vexes


      All ranks, all ages, and both sexes.


      If once to Almack’s you belong,


      Like monarchs, you can do no wrong;


      But banished thence on Wednesday night,


      By Jove you can do nothing right.


    


  




  All the gentlemen had to wear knee breeches and white cravats. Even the Duke of Wellington was denied entrance one night because he had trousers on. The success of the rooms declined from 1835

  as less noble guests were admitted, and in 1863 the fashionable balls came to an end, though dinners, concerts and other balls continued under different managements. In 1893 part of the building

  was taken over by Messrs Robinson and Fisher, auctioneers, the rest being let as shops. It was bombed in the 2nd World War. In 1949–50 a block of offices known as Almack House was built on

  the site.




  Almack’s Club • Pall Mall. Founded at No. 50 PALL MALL in 1762 by William Almack, who had opened a tavern at No. 49 in

  1759. Almack undertook to provide the members of his club with dinner, newspapers and gambling. A condition of membership was that no gentleman who joined should belong to ARTHUR’S CLUB. In 1764 the club split into two others which became known as BOODLE’S and BROOKS’S. A further two,

  shorter-lived, clubs also met on Almack’s premises. These were the Macaroni, a club for ‘travelled young men with long curls and spying-glasses’, which was begun in 1764 and

  lasted until 1772; and the Ladies’ Coterie, a fashionable club for both sexes (1769–71). Almack’s success with his clubs induced him to open ALMACK’S

  ASSEMBLY ROOMS as a rival to Mrs Cornelys’s Assembly Rooms at CARLISLE HOUSE, SOHO SQUARE.




  ALMEIDA THEATRE • Almeida Street, N1. Founded in a redundant former Salvation Army hall just off UPPER STREET by Lebanese-born, Paris-

  and Oxford-educated, theatre and opera director Pierre Audi who started renovating the building in 1972. It opened as the Almeida in 1980 with its own company and quickly gained a reputation as one

  of London’s most innovative and exciting fringe theatres. In 1990, when Audi left to become artistic director of De Nederlandse Opera, his place was taken by joint artistic directors Ian

  McDiarmid and Jonathan Kent. Under their direction the theatre won more than 45 awards, including the Laurence Olivier Award for Outstanding Achievement in Theatre in 1993, took 15 productions

  into the West End and a similar number to New York, and ‘turned a backstreet fleapit into a magnet for the biggest names on stage and screen’. In 1999 the theatre was awarded £1.5

  million by the Arts Council of England to undertake essential repairs. These included rebuilding the foyer, upgrading the famously uncomfortable seating and improving access to the auditorium and

  backstage facilities. During the two years it took to complete the refurbishment, the Almeida Theatre Company moved to a specially converted bus garage in Omega Place, off CALEDONIAN ROAD, returning in 2003 under a new artistic director, Michael Attenborough. As well as producing plays, the Almeida stages operas and holds an annual dance festival.




  ALPERTON • Middlesex. Between EALING and WEMBLEY, and just beyond the NORTH CIRCULAR

  ROAD, Alperton is in the London Borough of BRENT. First recorded as Ealhbert’s farm in 1199, it emerged in the 19th century as a local centre for brick and tile

  manufacture. Hitherto it had been agricultural. Passenger traffic on pleasure trips plied the GRAND UNION CANAL, which was opened through Alperton in 1801. Industrial

  activity was established alongside the canal in the second half of the 19th century. Residential development in Alperton was spurred on by the opening of the railway (now

  PICCADILLY LINE) in 1903. An influx of Asian immigrants from east Africa in the 1970s gave new life to an area that had been in slow decline; sari emporiums, gold and

  jewellery shops and Asian food stores now proliferate, particularly in Ealing Road.




  Alsatia • The precincts of the former WHITEFRIARS MONASTERY which extended from the TEMPLE to WHITEFRIARS STREET and from FLEET STREET to the THAMES. After the monastery was dissolved by Henry VIII the buildings and land were

  granted to the royal physician William Butte. They fell into disrepair and speculative builders plundered them. In 1580 the inhabitants of the area claimed to be exempt from the jurisdiction of the

  CITY and the Queen allowed their claim. Their privileges were confirmed by charter by James I in 1608. The area became a hotbed of crime and was known as Alsatia after

  Alsace, the long-disputed territory between France and Germany. In 1688 Thomas Shadwell described it in his Squire of Alsatia. Macaulay said that ‘at any attempt to extradite a

  criminal, bullies with swords and cudgels, termagant hags with spits and broomsticks poured forth by the hundred and the intruder was fortunate if he escaped back to Fleet Street, hustled, stripped

  and jumped upon’. Even the warrant of the Chief Justice of England could not be executed without the help of a company of musketeers. In 1697 the privileges were abolished but it was many

  years before the area became law-abiding. In 1747, when Hogarth published his Industry and Idleness, he showed in Plate 9 the Idle Apprentice being arrested in a cellar in Blood Bowl House

  near Fleet Street, having been betrayed by his whore.
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  Plate 9 of Hogarth’s Industry and Idleness. The Idle Apprentice, betrayed by a prostitute, is arrested in Alsatia.




  AMBASSADORS THEATRE – see NEW AMBASSADORS THEATRE.




  AMEN COURT • EC4. This private court, which belongs to the Chapter of ST PAUL’S CATHEDRAL, was probably so called after the

  words recited by the medieval clergy of St Paul’s during their processions round the precincts, as with AVE MARIA LANE and, possibly, PATERNOSTER

  ROW. Sydney Smith, a canon of St Paul’s, lived at No. 1 in 1831–4 and R.H. Barham, a minor canon and author of the Ingoldsby Legends, in 1839–45; anti-apartheid

  campaigner Canon John Collins lived at No. 2 in 1949–72. The ivy-covered wall at the end of Amen Court is believed to be haunted by a manifestation known for centuries as the Black Dog of

  Newgate. The sinister canine is said to have been seen crawling along the top of the wall immediately before an execution was to take place in nearby NEWGATE PRISON.




  AMERICA SQUARE • EC3. Built between 1768 and 1774 at the same time as the CIRCUS and the CRESCENT. It was

  designed by George Dance the Younger for middle-class merchants and sea captains and was based on GROSVENOR and CAVENDISH SQUARES. The origin of the

  name is unknown but probably merchants dealing with America lived here. In 1836 the London and Blackwall Railway encroached on the square. It was bombed in 1941 and none of the original houses now

  remains. Baron Meyer de Rothschild lived at No. 14, which has since been demolished. No. 1 America Square, a pugnacious office block by RHWL Partnership (1988–91), is built over the platforms

  of FENCHURCH STREET STATION. A section of the ROMAN CITY WALL, uncovered during construction, is preserved in the basement.




  AMERICAN CHURCH – see WHITEFIELD’S TABERNACLE.




  AMPTON STREET • WC1. Named after the Calthorpe family’s Suffolk manor (see CALTHRORPE ESTATE). It was built 1821–7

  and incorporated into Ampton Place 20 years after its completion. A few of the original houses remain. Thomas and Jane Carlyle lodged here 1831–2.




  Amsterdam Coffee House • Behind the Royal Exchange, EC3. A celebrated early coffee house established about 1675. It moved twice, first from

  BARTHOLOMEW LANE to Sweeting’s Rents, then to BIRCHIN LANE. Titus Oates was arrested here on 10 May 1684. Seamen were engaged at the Amsterdam

  for the Hudson’s Bay Company. The house did not survive the 18th century.




  ANCASTER HOUSE • Richmond Hill, Surrey. Adjoining RICHMOND PARK and built in 1772 probably as a shooting box for the Duke of Ancaster.

  It stands in a beautiful spot at the top of RICHMOND HILL opposite the ROYAL STAR AND GARTER HOME. Near the end of the 18th century the house was

  acquired by Sir Lionel Darrell, who was a friend of George III. There is a story that Sir Lionel needed extra land to build greenhouses and applied for permission to build on park land. After

  interminable bureaucratic delays, he mentioned the problem to George III, who was riding in the park. The King dismounted, marked out a plot of land with a stick and within a short time the land

  was Sir Lionel’s. The Darrells gave brilliant parties and their daughters were called ‘the dancing Darrells’ by Horace Walpole. Sir Lionel died in 1803 and the house passed to his

  daughter Amelia. She virtually closed it down, kept her father’s room locked for over 60 years, and when it was opened after her death in 1864, it was exactly as it had been the day he died.

  There was even a dust-covered copy of The Times. At the turn of the century the house narrowly escaped demolition; it served as staff quarters for the Star and Garter Home, but in 2004 its

  imminent sale was announced to help fund the home’s removal from Richmond Hill.




  ANCHOR INN • 1 Bankside, SE1. An 18th-century riverside inn complete with minstrels’ gallery, old oak beams and cubby holes to hide fugitives from the

  CLINK PRISON. Its predecessor dated back to the 15th century and was probably known to Shakespeare. It could have been the little alehouse on BANKSIDE where Pepys ‘staid till it was dark and saw the fire [i.e. the GREAT FIRE] grow’ on 2 September 1666. Henry Thrale, the brewer and friend of Dr Johnson, once owned it. A viewing platform gives an excellent view of ST PAUL’S. The inn contains a collection of Elizabethan objects

  found during renovations and a model of the GLOBE THEATRE which stood nearby.




  ANERLEY • SE20. Lies between PENGE and SOUTH NORWOOD. A hilly part of Penge Common, the district known as

  Anerley did not develop until the 19th century. The common was enclosed following the 1827 Act, and the wide Anerley Road planned. The rebuilt Robin Hood public house at the junction of Anerley and

  CROYDON Roads had been a hostelry notorious for highwaymen who frequented the common. The name Anerley (from a northern dialect and meaning ‘alone’ or

  ‘lonely’) was that of a house belonging to a William Sanderson who offered land to a railway developer. Anerley Station was opened in 1839 and the railway engineer Joseph Gibbs managed

  to use much of the CROYDON CANAL track for the railway. Anerley Gardens were opened west of the station in 1841 and provided entertainment and diversion for London visitors.

  They were closed in 1868, probably as a result of competition from the newly opened CRYSTAL PALACE. A residential area developed and the parish of St Paul’s was formed

  in 1861. Victorian houses appeared along the tree-lined Anerley Road, and the residents were involved in such cultural organizations as the Anerley Philharmonic Society. The young H.G. Wells played

  in the fields round about, and Walter De La Mare lived in Thornsett Road. Limericks about Anerley were written by Edward Lear and Rupert Brooke. In 1965 Anerley became part of the London Borough of

  BROMLEY.




  ANGEL • 24 Rotherhithe Street, SE16. Dates back to the 15th century when the monks of BERMONDSEY ABBEY used to keep a tavern here. It

  was originally known as the Salutation but after the Reformation this name was changed to the Angel. Part of the inn is built on piles over the river and there are trapdoors in the floor which must

  have been useful to local smugglers. Samuel Pepys was a regular visitor and mentions it in his diary. In one of the bars there is a contract dated 1682 by which the house was sold for £500. A

  balcony over the river gives splendid THAMES views. Judge Jeffreys is said to have sat here to watch pirates being hanged at EXECUTION DOCK

  opposite.




  ANGEL, ISLINGTON • Islington High Street, N1. The Angel, the nearest staging post to London on the GREAT NORTH ROAD, was from Jacobean

  times a coaching inn opposite some large elms. Until the new PENTONVILLE ROAD was completed in 1757 and the CITY ROAD in 1761, traffic from the north

  entered the CITY by Goswell Road, and SMITHFIELD by St John Street. Near the inn were lairs for cattle bound for Smithfield. The Angel was especially

  useful to travellers by night, when the fields towards the City were dangerous. Those journeying outwards were escorted by armed patrol from Wood’s Close (Northampton Street) to ISLINGTON. The inn was entirely rebuilt in 1819, subsequently much altered, and rebuilt again in 1899 as a LYONS’ CORNER HOUSE, with its great dome a noted

  landmark. Visitors to the ROYAL AGRICULTURAL HALL made a night of it both here and at COLLINS’ MUSIC HALL. But about 1960 the Angel closed, to

  remain derelict until restored as a bank 1981–2.




  The name Angel, Islington is not strictly accurate, for the parish boundary runs down the middle of the road. The Gentleman’s Magazine of October 1823 related that, at some

  unspecified date, Islington refused burial to a pauper found ‘at the corner of the Back-road’ (LIVERPOOL ROAD), so that CLERKENWELL,

  having buried him, claimed the Angel corner as theirs. Since the beginning of the 20th century the Angel junction has been a major traffic bottleneck, ambitious attempts to solve it ending in

  stalemate and planning blight. Wholesale rebuilding, especially of the north-east corner, includes Regent’s Court and Angel Square, ‘a greedy piece of Post-Modernism’ with an

  obelisk for, and portrait of, Thomas Paine, who is supposed to have begun writing The Rights of Man while staying at the Angel Inn. Below, Angel Tube station has some of the widest platforms

  and longest escalators on the London UNDERGROUND. Until 1764 Islington turnpike was in the High Street, at first near White Lion Street. It was removed about 1790 to

  Liverpool Road corner, and in 1808 shifted again, because of accidents, to a point halfway between the two. Near the turnpike were the old resort the THREE HATS, and another

  famous coaching inn, the Peacock.
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  The Angel Hotel, now a bank, in 1890. A coaching inn had stood on this site since Jacobean times.




  Although the west side beyond Liverpool Road is named UPPER STREET, Islington High Street continues on the east. The former Grand Theatre of 1860 and other buildings on

  this side were replaced in the 1980s by the oversized Royal Bank of Scotland and on the north-east corner in 1990–1 by buildings on a slightly smaller scale. It passes behind free-standing

  blocks, of which the southernmost (destroyed in the 1970s) was built in 1850 as a fashionable shopping ‘bazaar’. The next adjoining, formerly a transformer station in the style of

  Newgate Gaol for the tramways, now echoes the bazaar theme as a two-storey antiques mall.




  Beyond High Street, Camden Passage was once a quiet alley, but since the 1960s has become a lively centre for antique and bric-a-brac shops and stalls. Alexander Cruden, author of the

  Biblical Concordance, died in his lodgings hereabouts (the exact address is unknown) in 1770. A plaque in his memory was unveiled above the shop-front of No. 45 by Sir John Betjeman in

  1965.




  ANGELL TOWN – see BRIXTON.




  APOLLO THEATRE • Shaftesbury Avenue, W1. Designed for musicals in 1901 by Lewen Sharp. Early successes were The Three Little Maids (1902), The Girl

  from Kays (1902), Veronique (1904) and Tom Jones (1907), in which Cicely Courtneidge made her London debut. From 1908 to 1912 the theatre was the home of the Follies. Since then

  it has consistently staged successful plays but has never been the home of a great management. Previously owned by Stoll Moss Theatres Ltd, the Apollo has been part of the

  Really Useful Group since 2000. It seats 775.




  APOLLO HAMMERSMITH • Hammersmith W6. Opened as the Gaumont Palace in 1932, the 58-metre façade of this erstwhile cinema was one of the widest in the

  country. It is now somewhat obscured by a flyover. The Gaumont from 1946, the Apollo from 1992 and known since 1999 as the Carling Apollo, it is probably best remembered as the Hammersmith Odeon

  (1962–92). In this incarnation it enjoyed its heyday as a venue for pop concerts, hosting performances by such legendary artists as the Beatles, the Rolling Stones, Johnny Cash, Otis Redding,

  Ziggy Stardust (David Bowie), The Who, Queen, Bruce Springsteen, Bob Marley, Genesis, Ray Charles, Meat Loaf, Aretha Franklin, Blondie, Kate Bush, Cliff Richard, Tina Turner and many others. The

  last film was shown in 1984. In 1990 the building was given a Grade II listing and in 1995 it underwent major refurbishment for the opening of Riverdance, which has returned many times

  since. Owned by Clear Channel Entertainment, the seating capacity is 3,417 plus 302 standing places.




  APOLLO VICTORIA • Wilton Road, SW1. Formerly the New Victoria Cinema, it was taken over in 1979 by Apollo Victoria UK Ltd and completely redecorated and

  converted to a theatre for the presentation of full-scale musicals. It opened on 2 February 1980 with pop concerts featuring the best-known stars in this field, among them Shirley Bassey, Cliff

  Richard and Sammy Davis Jnr. On 17 August 1981 it presented a revival of The Sound of Music, directed by John Fearnley, with Petula Clark, Michael Jayston, Honor Blackman and June Bronhill,

  at that time the most expensive musical presented in Britain. The seating capacity of 2,572 was reduced to 1,524 for the long run of Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Starlight Express (7,406

  performances 1984–2002), and increased again to 2,208 during an extensive refurbishment before the opening of Bombay Dreams (2002–4).




  APOTHECARIES’ GARDEN – see CHELSEA PHYSIC GARDEN.




  APOTHECARIES’ HALL • Blackfriars Lane, EC4. The site of the hall, which formerly belonged to Lady Howard of Effingham, was purchased in 1632. The

  building was destroyed by the GREAT FIRE and reconstructed in 1688 by Thomas Lock. The premises exist almost unchanged today, apart from some modifications in 1779 and 1927.

  Inside there is a fine panelled courtroom. There are portraits of James I and Charles I, a sketch of John Hunter by Reynolds and a bust of Gideon Delaune, apothecary to James I, who died in 1659,

  father of 37 children. Other fine features are the 1671 banisters and an ormolu candelabrum of 1736. The dining capacity is about 150.




  APOTHECARIES’ SOCIETY – see CITY LIVERY COMPANIES.




  APSLEY HOUSE • Hyde Park Corner, W1. Built 1771–8 by Robert Adam for Henry Bathurst, the Lord Chancellor, universally recognized as the most inefficient

  holder of that office in the 18th century. His father had married the daughter of Sir Allen Apsley, and Baron Apsley is the second title of the Earls Bathurst. It was the Duke of Wellington who

  faced the brick walls with Bath stone, added the Corinthian portico and enlarged the house to the designs of Benjamin Dean Wyatt. With the ultimate in prestigious addresses, Number One, London, the

  house was presented to the nation in 1947 by the 7th Duke of Wellington, and opened as the Wellington Museum in 1952. Its great Waterloo Gallery, wide range of rooms and finely proportioned

  architecture and appointments provide an admirable setting for the numerous exhibits associated with the famous soldier and statesman, the 1st Duke of Wellington. With a setting of appropriate

  furniture, the exhibition includes many fine paintings, trophies, uniforms, decorations, batons and weapons, plate and porcelain. A colossal marble statue of Napoleon by Canova is of special note

  and, among the busts, one of the Duke himself by Nollekens is considered an excellent likeness. The large collection of pictures, in which over 90 painters are represented, was acquired in two

  ways: there are those bought by, or given to, the Duke and those captured from Joseph Bonaparte at the Battle of Vitoria and known as the ‘Spanish Gift’. Since 2004 the care and

  presentation of Apsley House have been the responsibility of ENGLISH HERITAGE.
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  Apsley House at Hyde Park Corner, home of the Duke of Wellington, became the Wellington Museum in 1952.




  ARBITRATORS’ COMPANY – see CITY LIVERY COMPANIES.




  ARCHBISHOP’S PARK • Lambeth, SE1. Formed out of the grounds of LAMBETH PALACE. In the late 19th century the Archbishops

  gradually allowed the local children access to play, and in 1880 24,000 children assembled to celebrate the centenary of the Sunday Schools’ Foundation by Robert Raikes and offered the Prince

  and Princess of Wales a lusty rendering of ‘Onward Christian Soldiers’. The 20-acre park was formally opened to the public in 1901 and although still owned by the Archbishopric is

  administered by LAMBETH Borough Council. It has sports pitches and athletics facilities as well as a play area for children. The Kagyu Samye Dzong Buddhist Centre opened in

  Carlisle Lane at the north end of the park in 1998 in premises leased from nearby ST THOMAS’ HOSPITAL. In 2005 the centre announced it was hoping to move to new

  premises off WALWORTH ROAD when its lease expired in 2006.




  ARCHER STREET • W1. Originally known as Arch Street and first mentioned in 1675, the reason for its present name is unknown. The reclining, draped nude over

  the first-floor window of the London Orchestral Association at Nos 13–14 is Euterpe, the muse of lyric poetry, by Charles Petworth (1921).




  ARCHERY • Considered to be an important military skill from an early period of English history. Successive monarchs encouraged training with bow and arrow in

  villages and towns throughout the land. ‘Cause public proclamation to be made,’ declared one Act of 1369, ‘that everyone of the said city London strong in body, at leisure times

  and on holydays, use in their recreation bows and arrows.’ Popular amusements such as handball and football were forbidden under pain of imprisonment. Throughout the 14th and 15th centuries

  practice at the butts was commonplace, providing ready-trained bowmen for the frequent wars of that period. The fields just outside the limits of medieval London provided the necessary space and

  earthen butts were set up by youths and men who, with their longbows of yew, aimed at a ‘mark’ or ‘clout’ using the same skills so familiar to their forefathers.




  Henry VIII strongly supported archery and ‘for the better defence of the realm by the science and feat of shooting’ in 1537 founded the Guild of St George, a body of elite soldiery

  which became the HONOURABLE ARTILLERY COMPANY of London. However, archery declined and some of the causes for this were said to be ‘new and crafty games such as

  slidethrift shove ha’penny, unchaste interludes, bargains of incontinence and bear-baiting’. In addition urban growth began to make shooting with bows and arrows both difficult and

  dangerous.




  Elizabeth I set up a commission in order to restore old London archery grounds to their original state, but in 1595 the longbow was declared to be obsolete and its popularity faded. In 1627 an

  even greater drive was made to revive archery in the CITY of London. Archery regiments were formed in each ward and once a year they were led into the fields to practise and

  shoot for prizes. The change from military training with the bow to a more competitive and peaceful use had begun. One of the most popular forms of shooting was ‘rovers’ in which

  distance was striven for. Special marks were set up in FINSBURY, ST GEORGE’S FIELDS and MOORFIELDS, and these were

  popular areas for archery until urban encroachment at the end of the 18th century again forced changes. Some of the citizens ‘using the exercise of archery’ had begun shooting on the

  Artillery Ground at FINSBURY. The Finsbury Archers flourished for about 100 years and died out in 1770, but surviving members formed the Toxophilite Society (later to become

  Royal) in 1781. Their first headquarters was at Leicester House in LEICESTER SQUARE and they were patronized by the Prince Regent. Other societies were founded at about this

  time and a regular form of target shooting was established. This has remained standard practice.
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  A Finsbury Archer shown on a ticket issued in 1676. The ticket gives notice of an ‘Elevenscore Target’ in the ‘New Artillery Ground’.




  Many of the shooting grounds in and about London have been swallowed up by urbanization but reminders of the great Regency revival are still to be found. The Archery Tavern in BAYSWATER stands on one site and the Butts at the ELEPHANT AND CASTLE on another. The pleasure grounds of VAUXHALL, RANELAGH and the BAYSWATER TEA GARDENS, among others, provided an archery range as part of their attractions.




  Changes in political attitudes drove the Royal ‘Tox’ from REGENT’S PARK, and modern development forced this society to move to Buckinghamshire,

  abandoning their old shooting ground which was just a bow-shot from MARBLE ARCH. Today the sport of archery, based on general rules and conduct laid down centuries ago,

  continues in the activities of numerous clubs in and about London pursuing their ancient art in the same way that generations of Londoners have done before them.




  ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION • 34–36 Bedford Square, WC1. Founded on 8 October 1847 at Lyon Inn Hall in the STRAND at a

  meeting attended by over 100 architectural students. The first President, Robert Kerr, took the initiative in freeing students from the bondage of the articled pupil system of education and in

  developing a school offering education ‘for architects by architects’, with an increasing membership throughout the world. In 1859 the AA moved to No. 9 CONDUIT

  STREET where it shared accommodation with the ROYAL INSTITUTE OF BRITISH ARCHITECTS. In 1892 the school moved to 56 GREAT MARLBOROUGH STREET,

  and in 1901 when a day school was introduced, the AA moved once again to No. 18 TUFTON STREET (built in 1869 but since demolished), previously the Royal Architectural

  Museum. In 1917 it moved to BEDFORD SQUARE. Here there has been a succession of distinguished Principals: Robert Atkinson, Howard Robertson, E.A. Rowse, G.A. Jellicoe,

  Frederick Gibberd, R. Gordon-Brown, R. Furneaux Jordan, Michael Pattrick, W.A. Allen, Dr Otto Koenigsburger and Michael Lloyd. In 1971, after negotiations to amalgamate the AA school with the

  IMPERIAL COLLEGE OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY had broken down, a new life began under the chairmanship of Alvin Boyarsky (d. 1991), who was selected by students and staff, then

  Alan Balfour and Mohsen Mostafavi. The AA is a combination of learned society, club and independent school of architecture whose alumni have included Rem Koolhas, Zaha Hadid and Daniel

  Libeskind.




  Architectural Museum • Tufton Street. Designed by George Somers Clarke and Ewan Christian in 1869, it was the first

  headquarters of the ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION. It contained a fine collection of architectural models, plaster casts and damaged medieval work which was handed over to the

  VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUM when the Architectural Association moved to BLOOMSBURY. The building was rebuilt in 1935 and housed the NATIONAL LIBRARY FOR THE BLIND until 1978.




  ARCHWAY ROAD • N6, N19. Extends from Great North Road, N6, to Upper Holloway, N19. In 1809 an Act of Parliament empowered Robert Vazie to raise £60,000

  to construct a 230-metre tunnel through HIGHGATE HILL and thus underpass the notoriously steep gradient. The subsequent works aroused considerable interest: one Sunday, in

  April 1812, 800 people came to watch. But in the early morning of 13 April the tunnel, which had by then progressed 40 metres, collapsed because too few bricks had been used in its lining and the

  quality of the cement was poor. The failure occasioned a burlesque ‘operatic tragedy’ at the LYCEUM THEATRE, Highgate Tunnel – The Secret Arch.

  Instead of the tunnel, a cutting through the hill was then proposed and, indeed, because of the collapsed tunnel, partially existed. But across the top of the hill had run the ancient Hornsey Lane

  linking HIGHGATE and HORNSEY and the construction company dared not close it. The Highgate Archway was thus conceived as a viaduct to carry Hornsey

  Lane over the new cutting, which became Archway Road. John Nash was commissioned to design the viaduct, which he did in the style of a Roman aqueduct with a lofty arch and three low arches above to

  carry the lane. It was 11 metres high and 5.5 metres wide. It was replaced in 1897 by a cast-iron arch designed by Sir Alexander Binnie.




  Archway Road was opened on 21 August 1813. Tolls were ‘not exceeding’ 6d per horse and carriage, 3d for horse or mule not drawing a carriage and 1d for a pedestrian. The tollgate was

  at the corner of Lidyard Road. It was removed and tolls ceased in 1871.




  Argyll House • Argyll Street. Built between 1735 and 1750 by Archibald Campbell, who succeeded his brother as 3rd Duke of Argyll in 1743. The house was

  occupied 1750–62 by the Duke’s mistress, Mrs Shireburn, to whom he left his entire property in England. From 1808 to 1860 it was owned by the 4th Earl of Aberdeen, Queen

  Victoria’s Prime Minister during the Crimean War until succeeded by Palmerston. The house was demolished in 1864. Its site is covered by the LONDON PALLADIUM.




  Argyll Lodge • Campden Hill. Also known at various times as Bedford Lodge and Cam House, it was built about 1815 by John Tasker who probably also

  designed it. The 6th Duke of Bedford, and later his widow, lived here 1823–53. The Duchess’s social gatherings were splendid occasions. The house was occupied from 1853 to 1900 by the

  8th Duke of Argyll, who presided over a meeting at which the ROYAL AERONAUTICAL SOCIETY was founded. The house was demolished in 1955 to make way for HOLLAND PARK COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL.




  Argyll Rooms • Little Argyll Street. Fashionable rooms during the Regency. They were opened on the north-east corner of the street in 1806 by Henry

  Francis Greville, the dilettante son of Fulke Greville and cousin of the 1st Earl of Warwick. Byron had Greville and his customers in mind when he wrote:




  Behold the new Petronius of the day,


  Our arbiter of pleasure and of play!


  There the hired eunuch, the Hesperian choir,


  The melting lute, the soft lascivious lyre,


  The song from Italy, the step from France,


  The midnight orgy, and the mazy dance,


  The smile of beauty, and the flush of wine


  For fops, fools, gamesters, knaves and lords combine,


  Each to his humour – Comus all allows


  Champaign, dice, music or your neighbour’s spouse.






  In 1812 Greville, by then ‘an elegant ruin’, handed over the management to Stephen Slade, his conductor of the household. In 1813 a ball was held here by four leading dandies of the

  day, Brummell, Alvanley, Pierrepoint and Mildmay, to celebrate their gambling successes. The Prince Regent was invited although he was not on speaking terms with either Mildmay or Brummell. He

  ignored them both, but spoke to Alvanley, provoking the comment from Brummell, ‘Alvanley, who’s your fat friend?’ In 1813 further popularity was brought to the rooms by the

  Philharmonic Society concerts which were held here until 1830. In 1819 Slade was forced to sell out by the REGENT STREET Commissioners, who found a temporary tenant in the

  Royal Harmonic Institution. Alterations to the buildings began in the autumn of 1819 but it was found to be in such bad repair that John Nash completely rebuilt it. The rooms were reopened in 1820.

  Balls, masquerades and plays continued to be well attended. Liszt aged 12 played here in 1823, Weber in 1826 and Mendelssohn in 1829. The building was burned down in 1830. Shops were put up

  instead, and in 1919 these were replaced by DICKINS AND JONES.




  ARGYLL STREET • W1. Built in the 1730s on land belonging to John Campbell, 2nd Duke of Argyll, one of the Duke of Marlborough’s leading generals. His

  brother, the 3rd Duke, built ARGYLL HOUSE on the east side. Major General William Roy, founder of the Ordnance Survey, lived at No. 10 from 1779 until his death in 1790.

  Madame de Staël was living at No. 30 in 1814, having been banished from France by Napoleon. Anthony Salvin Senior, the architect, lived here 1850–61, as did another architect, Richard

  Norman Shaw, from 1864 to 1877. Dr Francis Milman, George III’s physician, lived at No. 33 from 1782 to 1798. The Argyll Arms at No. 18, a fine Victorian public house, stands on a site

  occupied by a tavern of the name since 1740. The LONDON PALLADIUM is at Nos 7–8.




  ARKLEY • Hertfordshire. Lies west of HIGH BARNET on the ROMAN ROAD from London to St Albans. It occupies part

  of Barnet Common which was woodland from the time of the Saxon settlement of BARNET, and, in the 18th century, as a haunt of highwaymen, proved hazardous to travellers and

  coaches journeying to and from London and the north. Arkley was named during the 19th century when the opening of East Barnet and High Barnet stations on the Great Northern Railway led to the

  residential development of the whole area. Around Barnet Common ‘a little settlement of neat residences and “villas” grew up’. Arkley windmill (restored in 1930) dates from

  this mid-Victorian era. St Peter’s church was built in 1840 as a private chapel by Enosh Durant. In 1899 the church was given a new chancel, and in 1920 a chapel built for what was, by then,

  the parish church. After the 2nd World War there was further expansion of residential areas but the village is still surrounded by open spaces such as Rowley Green and Dyrham Park, and the Barnet

  Road running into Wood Street, HIGH BARNET, overlooks fields and pastures from its high ridge. As part of Barnet Urban District since 1905, Arkley

  was included in the London Borough of Barnet in 1965.




  ARKWRIGHT ROAD • NW3. Built in 1871 the derivation of its name is unknown. Tobias Matthay, the pianist and teacher, lived at No. 21 in 1902–9. Myra Hess

  was one of his pupils.




  ARLINGTON STREET • SW1. The land here was granted by Charles II in 1681 to Henry Bennet, Earl of Arlington, who immediately sold it to a Mr Pym. It was built

  over in the late 1680s. Barbara Castlemaine, Duchess of Cleveland, Charles II’s mistress, lived here 1691–6. In the 18th century Horace Walpole called it ‘the Ministerial

  Street’ as so many members of the government lived here. Walpole himself was born here in 1717 at No. 17, the home from 1716 of his father Sir Robert, who in 1742 moved to No. 5 where he died

  in 1745. Charles James Fox lived at No. 9 in 1804–6. No. 16 was occupied by Lord North and later by the Duchess of Rutland, whose friend, the Duke of York, George IV’s brother, died

  here in 1827 deeply in debt. Other residents included Lady Mary Wortley Montagu and William Pulteney, Earl of Bath. In 1800 at their lodgings in the street Lord and Lady Nelson had their final

  quarrel about Emma Hamilton and parted. No. 21 (now occupied by the National Association of British and Irish Millers) was possibly designed by William Kent. No. 22 (the Eagle Star Insurance Co.)

  was certainly designed by Kent (and completed by Stephen Wright). It was built between about 1740 and 1755 for Henry Pelham. Although much redecorated in the 1880s there are still some fine

  interiors by Kent. Two other fine 18th-century houses were demolished in the 20th century: one, designed by Sanderson Miller and built about 1760, was the only Gothic house in central London dating

  from the middle of the 18th century; the other, an early-18th-century house, was remodelled by Robert Adam for the Dundas family and contained the Dundases’ Boucher-Neilson tapestries brought

  here from Moor Park in the 1780s. Le Caprice restaurant is on the west side; the RITZ HOTEL on the corner of Piccadilly. Arlington House, a block of flats at Nos

  17–20, was built to the designs of Michael Rosenauer in 1936.




  ARMOURERS’ AND BRASIERS’ COMPANY – see CITY LIVERS COMPANIES.




  ARMOURERS’ HALL • 81 Coleman Street, EC2. Stands on a site leased in 1346 and purchased in 1428. The hall survived the GREAT

  FIRE, but was rebuilt by William Creswell in 1795. It was later demolished and the present building, by J.H. Good, was erected in 1840. It contains an important collection of early plate.

  The dining capacity is about 80. For the company, see CITY LIVERY COMPANIES.




  ARMY AND NAVY CLUB • 36–39 Pall Mall, SW1. Founded in 1837 by various officers returned from service in India who were dismayed by the long waiting

  lists at both the UNITED SERVICE CLUB and the Junior United Service Club. They had enlisted the help of Sir Edward Barnes, a former commander-in-chief in India, and

  originally proposed to call it the Army Club, but when the Duke of Wellington was asked to become patron he agreed on condition that membership should also be open to officers of the Royal Navy and

  the Marines. The membership was at first limited to 1,000 but by 1844 had risen to 1,358, most of them junior officers, by 1851 to 1,600, by 1878 to 2,350 and by 1922 to 2,400. The entrance fee was

  fixed at 15 guineas (raised to 20 guineas in 1839 and to 25 guineas in 1845). The annual subscription (5 guineas at first) was raised to 6 in 1845, to 10 in 1878 and to 14 in 1920. The club’s

  first premises were on the corner of KING STREET and ST JAMES’S SQUARE in a house vacated by the OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE

  UNIVERSITY CLUB, which had moved to new premises in PALL MALL. The Army and Navy soon outgrew this clubhouse and moved first to LICHFIELD

  HOUSE, St James’s Square, then in 1848 to a large building designed for them in Pall Mall by C.O. Parnell and Alfred Smith. It was modelled on Sansovino’s Palazzo Cornaro on the

  Grand Canal in Venice and had a most imposing but space-wasting entrance hall. In 1916 rooms on the top floor were converted into sleeping accommodation for members. The clubhouse was renovated and

  extended in the 1920s, but in 1963 it was demolished and a new clubhouse was built on part of the site by T.P. Bennett and Son.
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  Parnell and Smith’s Army and Navy Club of 1848, modelled on Sansovino’s Palazzo Cornaro on the Grand Canal in Venice.




  The club is often known as ‘the Rag’, a nickname bestowed upon it by one of its members, Captain Billy Duff, who, entering it late one night in its early days and calling for supper,

  complained that the bill of fare was so meagre it was a mere ‘rag and famish affair’, alluding to the Rag and Famish, a cheap gaming house and brothel in a turning off CRANBOURN STREET. The club has good collections of pictures of naval and military subjects and portraits of distinguished soldiers and sailors. There are also two portraits, attributed

  to Sir Peter Lely, of Nell Gwynne, who was supposed to have lived in a house occupying part of the site (see PALL MALL). There is, however, no portrait of Mary Davis,

  another of Charles II’s mistresses, who did in fact own a house at this address from 1675 to 1687.




  ARMY AND NAVY STORES • Victoria Street, SW1. In 1871 a group of army and navy officers formed a cooperative where officers and men and their families could

  buy provisions at a discount, with prices lower than in the West End. Coffee, for instance, was 1s 7d a pound instead of 2s 4d. They took over premises built as a distillery to the designs of

  Mayhew and Calder, in 1864. By 1874, to ensure adequate supplies at low prices, they began to develop their own factories. A dispute in 1879 resulted in a split and the formation of the Junior Army

  and Navy Stores in York House, WATERLOO PLACE. Decline in membership resulted in a change of policy and in 1918 the store opened to the public. Sir Aston Webb was

  commissioned to redesign the frontage in 1920. The first public television performance took place here in 1926. In 1977 the store was completely rebuilt by Elsom, Pack and Roberts and renamed Army

  and Navy Victoria; sold and then refurbished, it reopened in 2004 as House of Fraser.




  ARNOS GROVE • Southgate, N14. Now called Southgate House, it was built for James Colebrook in 1723. It was purchased by John Walker, a member of the Taylor

  Walker brewery family, in 1777 and passed from him to his son, Isaac Walker, the father of the seven famous cricketing brothers, one of whom, V.E. Walker (who was born in the house), was surpassed

  in fame only by W.G. Grace. Indeed, their portraits hang side by side at Lord’s. There are very fine murals on the stairs by Lanscroon. The house is now used as offices.
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  The house and grounds of Arnos Grove, now Southgate House, in 1784, some 60 years after it was built.




  ARRAS MEDALLION • A great hoard of gold coins, medallions and treasure, probably the war chest of Constantius Chlorus, was found at Beaurains, near Arras, northern

  France, in 1922. One of the several medallions, a large ten-aureus piece, has a direct bearing on the history of Roman London. The obverse shows a bust of Constantius Chlorus as Caesar, facing

  right, cuirassed and draped, wearing a laurel wreath. The inscription gives his name and titles: FL(avius) VAL(erius) CONSTANTIVS NOBIL(issimus) CAES(ar). On the reverse is a scene with the

  victorious Constantius on horseback approaching a suppliant who kneels before a fortified gateway to greet him. Beneath the figure the letters LON identify the place as Londinium, or the figure as

  a personification of the place. In the lower part of the medallion a fully manned Roman war galley is shown proceeding to the right, and beneath it are the letters PTR. They indicate that the piece

  was struck at the mint of Trier in Germany. The legend reads: REDDITOR LVCIS AETERNAE – the Restorer of Eternal Light. The scene is a reference to the arrival of Constantius in London after

  having defeated the troops of the usurper Emperor Allectus in a battle somewhere in Hampshire. Constantius hurried on to London while part of his naval forces made their way up the Thames. His

  swift action almost certainly saved the city from being sacked by the rebel troops.




  This is the earliest known representation of Londinium but, since the medallion was struck in Trier, the die engraver had probably never seen the city. The fortified gateway depicted on the

  reverse is very probably an example of artistic licence and bears a strong resemblance to the great Porta Nigra, still standing at Trier, with which the engraver would have been familiar.




  The Arras Medallion is kept in the Biliothèque Nationale, Paris, but electrotype copies may be seen in the BRITISH MUSEUM and the MUSEUM OF

  LONDON. The former also possesses some of the other medallions and gold coins from the hoard.




  ARSENAL FOOTBALL CLUB – see FOOTBALL CLUBS.




  ARTHUR STREET • EC4. Built in 1829 as part of the approaches to the new LONDON BRIDGE over Miles Lane and Martin’s Lane. Until

  1911 it was known as Arthur Street West to distinguish it from the eastern section of the street now known as Monument Street. The street may have been named after Sir George Arthur, a hero of the

  Napoleonic Wars, who received the FREEDOM OF THE CITY OF LONDON and a sword in recognition of his services. Archeological excavations under the office block at No. 12 (Horan

  Keogan Ryan, 2004) revealed a wooden bucket-and-chain water-lifting device in a Roman well similar to those found at Blossom’s Inn in LAWRENCE LANE.




  Arthur’s Club • St James’s Street. Derived its name from Robert Arthur, son of John Arthur, assistant to Francis White, and himself once

  proprietor of White’s Chocolate House (see WHITE’S CLUB). Robert Arthur occupied No. 69 ST JAMES’S STREET (designed

  1826–7 by Thomas Hopper) in the middle years of the 18th century; and after his death in 1761, his daughter married Robert Mackreth, her father’s former billiard marker and head waiter,

  who purchased estates in Surrey and was knighted. In his time No. 69 was known as Arthur’s Chocolate House, and as such was very popular. ‘Everything goes on as it did,’ wrote

  Lady Hervey in 1756. ‘Luxury increases – all public places are full, and Arthur’s is the resort of old and young; courtiers and anti-courtiers; nay, even of ministers.’




  Arthur’s Club, a descendant of the chocolate house, seems to have been founded in 1811. The members were for ‘the most part country gentlemen of a type which has done much for our

  land in the past. They took their duties seriously, and upheld the traditions of country life.’ It was always an expensive club; the original subscription was 20 guineas. There hung in the

  hall a portrait of Kitty Fischer, the daughter of a German staymaker, who was one of the most celebrated courtesans of her time. It was a tradition of the club that she had been kept for a time by

  a fund to which all its members subscribed. But, since she died over 40 years before the club was founded, it was more likely that, if she was kept by subscription at all, it would have been by the

  Miles Club which was established in the house some time between the departure of WHITE’S and the foundation of Arthur’s. The portrait was moved to PRATT’S after Arthur’s closed down. Upon its closure several of its members were admitted into the CARLTON CLUB.




  ARTILLERY LANE • E1. Built in about 1682 on the Old Artillery Ground which was known in Stow’s day as Teasel Close because of the prickly-headed plants

  used in treating cloth. The land once belonged to the Prior of ST MARY SPITAL. It was leased to an artillery company 1537–80. In 1540 the hospital was dissolved but

  the land continued to be used for military training. In the 17th century there were constant disputes between the Tower Ordnance and the HONOURABLE ARTILLERY COMPANY, who

  both claimed the land had been granted to them. In 1641 the HAC moved to their present ground in FINSBURY. The Tower Ordnance continued to practise here but it became

  increasingly dangerous as the surrounding areas were built on. In 1682 the artillery ground itself was sold for building. There is a fine Georgian shopfront of about 1757

  at No. 56.




  ARTILLERY ROW • SW1. Takes its name from the artillery practice which used to take place here. Butts had been erected in the area in obedience to an ordnance

  of Elizabeth I. Artillery House was built in about 1930 to the designs of Maurice Webb. The red-brick block Westminster Palace Gardens is by C.J.C. Pawley (1897).




  ARTS CLUB • 40 Dover Street, W1. Inaugurated in 1863 by the amateur artist Arthur Lewis, Ellen Terry’s brother-in-law, who lived at Moray Lodge,

  KENSINGTON, where his fellow-members of the Artists’ Rifle Corps used to meet. The club’s first house was at No. 17 HANOVER SQUARE, but

  in 1896 it acquired the freehold of its present premises, previously the town house of Lord Stanley of Alderley. After severe bomb damage in the 2nd World War the house was reconstructed and

  reopened in 1956; it was again remodelled in the 1970s, the club requiring smaller premises. Dickens, George Du Maurier, Whistler, Kipling, Mark Twain, Wilkie Collins, Turgenev, Trollope, Bram

  Stoker, Halle, Irving, Millais, Sickert, Rossetti and Swinburne were all members. Thomas Hughes, author of Tom Brown’s Schooldays, was the first chairman. In 1967 Dame Laura Knight

  became its first female member at the age of 90. The Authors’ Club, founded in 1884, joined forces with the Arts Club in 1976 and moved to No. 40 DOVER STREET from

  WHITEHALL COURT.




  ARTS THEATRE • Great Newport Street, WC2. A club theatre founded in 1927 by Walter Payne, Bronson Albery, W.E. Gillespie and others for staging unlicensed and

  avant-garde plays. Among its early successes were Young Woodley (1928), The Lady with a Lamp (1929), Musical Chairs (1931), Richard of Bordeaux (1932) and Viceroy

  Sarah (1934). From 1942 to 1953 a miniature NATIONAL THEATRE was run here by Alec Clunes. The first production of The Lady’s Not for Burning by Christopher

  Fry was staged here in 1948. From 1953 to 1963 the theatre was managed by Campbell Williams. His most successful productions were Waiting for Godot (1955) and Waltz of the Toreadors

  (1956). Other successes include Tom Stoppard’s Dirty Linen (1976). From 1966 to 1998 the premises were shared with the UNICORN THEATRE FOR CHILDREN. In 2000 the

  Arts Theatre was upgraded to an official West End theatre and joined the Society of London Theatres. No longer a club, it thus became eligible for the Olivier Awards. The seating capacity is

  340.




  Arundel House • Highgate. The house of Sir William Cornwallis, one of Elizabeth I’s courtiers. The Queen visited him in 1589, 1593 and 1594.

  James I was entertained here in 1604 with Ben Jonson’s masque Penates. In 1626 Sir Francis Bacon died in the house, which then belonged to the Earl of Arundel. He had caught a chill

  while trying to preserve a dead chicken in snow and was too ill to travel home. In 1694 the western half was demolished and Old Hall (17 South Grove) was built in its place. The eastern half was

  demolished in 1828.




  Arundel House • Strand. Site of the medieval town house of the Bishops of Bath and Wells. In 1539 the house was given to William Fitzwilliam, Earl of

  Southampton, reverting to the Crown on his death in 1542. It was granted to Thomas Seymour, brother of the Protector Somerset in 1545. Somerset’s amorous approaches to Princess Elizabeth are

  said to have been made here. In 1549 Seymour was executed for treason and the house was sold to Henry Fitz Alan, 12th Earl of Arundel, for just over £40. He died in 1580 and was succeeded by

  his grandson Philip Howard, who was tried for high treason and died in the TOWER in 1595. The house was granted in 1603 to Charles, Earl of Nottingham, but in 1607 was

  transferred to Thomas Howard, who was restored to the Earldom of Arundel. From 1615 he began collecting the Arundel Marbles, the first great art collection in England. When he died there were 37

  statues, 128 busts and 250 inscribed marbles besides many other fragments. They were described by Selden in Marmora Arundeliana, (1628). In 1626–8 he was confined in his house, having

  offended the Duke of Buckingham and Charles I. Wenceslaus Hollar had an apartment at Arundel House and from the roof drew his view of London which was published in 1647. In 1646 Thomas Howard died

  abroad; after his death Arundel House was used as a garrison. During the Commonwealth distinguished visitors were received here. At the Restoration it was returned to Thomas’s grandson,

  Henry, 6th Duke of Norfolk, another great collector. The ROYAL SOCIETY met here 1666–74, having lost their previous meeting place in the GREAT

  FIRE. In 1667 they were presented with the Earl’s library. He gave his marbles to Oxford University. The house was demolished in 1678. HOWARD, NORFOLK, SURREY and ARUNDEL STREETS were built on the site, the two former disappearing when Arundel Great Court, a quadrangle of offices, was built here

  in the 1970s.
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  The view from the roof of Arundel House, from where Wenceslaus Hollar drew his celebrated view of London in 1647.




  ARUNDEL STREET • WC2. Built in about 1678 by the Earl of Arundel as a means of raising money for financing a new town house designed by Wren which he hoped to

  build on a riverside site to the south of the old ARUNDEL HOUSE in the STRAND. The street was first developed on the east side only, so that the ugly

  backs of the houses would not spoil the view from the Earl’s new garden. However, he abandoned his plan and went to live in ST JAMES’S SQUARE. In the next ten

  years the street was completed and at first was very fashionable. John Evelyn lived at his son’s house here for a time in 1686 and Thomas Rymer, the critic and historian, died here in 1713.

  In 1716 John Gay wrote in his Trivia:




  

    

      Behold that narrow street which steep descends,


      Whose building to the slimy shore extends;


      Here Arundel’s fam’d structure rear’d its frame,


      The street alone retains the empty name;


      Where Titian’s glowing paint the canvas warm’d


      And Raphael’s fair design, with judgment, charm’d,


      Now hangs the bellman’s song and pasted here


      The coloured prints of Overton appear.


      Where statues breath’d the work of Phidias’ hands,


      A wooden pump, or lonely watch-house stands.


    


  




  At the upper end of the street was the Crown and Anchor Tavern, meeting place of political agitators during the 18th and 19th centuries. The side of Arundel Great Court, an office complex by

  Gibberd and Partners (1971–6), now occupies much of the street.




  ASHBRIDGE STREET • NW1. A small street near to lisson grove north of the MARYLEBONE STREET, it began its existence about 1834 as Great

  Exeter Street. Its name was changed in 1939 in honour of Arthur Ashbridge, the Marylebone District Surveyor, whose fine collection of local history material is now the pride of the public

  library.




  ASHBURNHAM HOUSE • Dean’s Yard, SW1. Built in the 1660s and, in Sir Nikolaus Pevsner’s opinion, ‘the best example in London of a progressive

  and stately mid-c17 house’. The architect may have been John Webb. It was built for the Ashburnham family and sold by John, Earl Ashburnham to the Crown in 1730. The Cotton Library of

  Manuscripts (see BRITISH MUSEUM) was deposited here in 1731 when the house was occupied by the King’s librarian and several of the volumes were lost in a fire

  that same year. The building is now part of WESTMINSTER SCHOOL.




  ASHCROFT THEATRE • Fairfield Hall, Park Lane, Croydon, Surrey. Part of the FAIRFIELD HALLS and opened, like the rest of the complex,

  in 1962, the Ashcroft seats 763 and is named after Dame Peggy Ashcroft, the borough’s most famous thespian. Born in CROYDON, she appeared in the theatre on three

  occasions but only performed there once, in a double bill of Pinter plays in 1973. As well as classic drama, the theatre stages popular musicals and dance.




  ASPREY • 165–166 New Bond Street, W1. William Asprey, a member of a family of skilled craftsmen of Huguenot descent, was working in MITCHAM in 1781, specialising in calico and silk printing. He then began to make fitted dressing cases. In the 1830s his son Charles Asprey moved to 49 NEW BOND

  STREET, and in 1848 to the present premises at 165–166 New Bond Street, where the firm designed and made jewellery, silverware and ornate objets d’art in its own workshops. In

  1998 Asprey merged with GARRARD & CO to create a single luxury jewellery brand called Asprey & Garrard (A&G Group); in 2002 they split

  into two separate trading companies. Asprey then moved into neighbouring 169 New Bond Street while its premises were refurbished, returning in 2004 to what it describes as its ‘flagship

  lifestyle store’.




  ASSEMBLY HOUSE • 292 Kentish Town Road, NW5. Today an unreconstructed pub but originally a meeting point for people who would gather here to make up a party

  before leaving for HAMPSTEAD HEATH and the north in the sometimes vain hope that numbers would frighten off highwaymen. Built in 1898, the existing pub has a sturdy turret,

  some magnificent glasswork and mirrors, and a painting depicting an earlier Asssembly House Tavern that stood on the same site. Across Leighton Road, the iron and glass canopy erected in 1983 came

  from the railway station at Elstree.




  Astley’s Amphitheatre • Westminster Bridge Road. Philip Astley was a man ‘with the proportions of a Hercules and the voice of a

  Senator’ who was honourably discharged from the cavalry in 1768 and given his horse as a leaving present. He bought another horse at SMITHFIELD and began giving

  unlicensed open-air equestrian displays in the fields of SOUTHWARK. Receiving a licence as a reward after a chance incident in which he helped George III subdue a spirited

  horse near WESTMINSTER BRIDGE, he erected a canvas-covered ring near the bridge in 1769 and called it the Royal Grove. After a fire in 1794, the Royal Grove was rebuilt as

  Astley’s Amphitheatre. Clowns, including Grimaldi, acrobats and conjurers appeared, as well as equestrians. Sword fights and exotic melodramas were also presented. In Sketches by Boz

  Dickens, who loved Astley’s, described how everything there was ‘delightful, splendid and surprising’. The Amphitheatre was rebuilt after another fire in 1803, and again after a

  third fire in 1841. It was rebuilt for the last time in 1862 when, for a short time, it became the New Westminster Theatre Royal. It was demolished in 1893.
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  Pony racing at Astley’s Ampitheatre before its destruction by fire in 1803.




  ASTORIA THEATRE • 157 Charing Cross Road, WC2. Built in 1927, to the designs of Frank Verity, as a luxury cinema on the site of a building used for the

  manufacture of preserves. It was colloquially known as ‘The Jam Factory’. It was taken over by the Cooney-Marsh Group and adapted as a theatre, opening in 1977

  with a musical, Elvis. In the 1980s the theatre closed twice and changed hands twice. In 1986 it was rebuilt internally and became a successful venue for popular music. Artists have included

  Nirvana, Black Sabbath, David Bowie, Metallica, Oasis, Prince, U2, Eminem and the White Stripes. The seating capacity is 1,600.




  ATHENAEUM • 107 Pall Mall, SW1. The most intellectually elite of all London’s clubs, founded in 1824 in the apartments of the ROYAL

  SOCIETY at SOMERSET HOUSE for artists, writers and scientists by John Wilson Croker, the politician and writer who first coined the term ‘Conservative’

  and whom Macaulay detested ‘more than cold boiled veal’. It was first known as The Society, taking its present name when it moved to PALL MALL in 1830. (The

  Athenaeum in Rome was a university for the study of science and literature founded by the Emperor Hadrian.) The clubhouse was designed by Decimus Burton. John Henning’s frieze above the main

  windows is a reconstruction of that on the Parthenon. Club members wanted an ice house instead, but Croker insisted on the frieze:




  

    

      I’m John Wilson Croker


      I do as I please


      They ask for an ice house


      I’ll give them a frieze.


    


  




  Above the entrance porch is E.M. Baily’s large gilt statue of Athene, Goddess of Wisdom, Industry and War (1829). In 1899 the attic storey was added by Collcutt. Past and

  present members include the majority of Prime Ministers, Cabinet Ministers, Archbishops and major literary figures.
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  The entrance hall of the Athenaeum, the club house in Pall Mall designed by Decimus Burton.




  ATHLONE HOUSE • Hampstead Lane, N6. Edward Brook, a key figure in the development of synthetic chemicals, built this mansion, whose large square tower looks

  out over HAMPSTEAD HEATH. It was designed by Solomon and Jones (1871). He called it Caen Wood Towers, and lived there from 1871 to 1881. During the 1st World War it was used

  as a military hospital. After the war Sir Robert Waley Cohen bought the house and lived in it from 1919 to 1942 when it became an Air Ministry building. Later it was used as a nurses’

  training school; since 1955, renamed Athlone House, it has been a recovery unit of the MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL and an old people’s home. In 2005 the construction of luxury

  flats in the grounds of the house was approved. However the future of the house itself remained uncertain, as did that of Harry ‘the Hermit’ Harlow who had lived rent-free in the woods

  for 38 years. His shack was visible through the trees in winter, a plume of woodsmoke indicating that Harry was at home.




  Atmospheric Railway • In 1845 the London and Croydon Railway Company experimented with this revolutionary form of rail transport. It dispensed with the

  locomotive and was operated by means of pneumatic power picked up from a conductor pipe between the tracks and provided by pumping stations built at 3-mile intervals. These were designed by W.H.

  Breakespear to resemble Early Gothic churches, with tall chimneys. In 1846 an entirely atmospheric line was operating from FOREST HILL to WEST

  CROYDON, with the first rail flyover in the world at NORWOOD to cross the Brighton line. It reached high speeds, but its silent approach caused near-accidents and

  passengers found themselves occasionally having to push. The engineer was William Cubitt. The railway was abandoned in 1846, due to technical difficulties.




  AUBREY HOUSE • Aubrey Road, W8. Named after Aubrey de Vere, the first Lord of KENSINGTON Manor. It is the last surviving country house

  in KENSINGTON, dating back to the 1690s when it was built as a well house over a newly discovered medicinal spring. This scheme failed but the house continued as a private

  dwelling, save for a period, 1830–54, when it was used as a private boarding school for young ladies. Probably its most notable inhabitant was Lady Mary Coke who resided here 1767–88

  and employed James Wyatt to redecorate the drawing room, but the house is best known for its association with the Alexander family who purchased it in 1873 and whose descendants still reside here.

  The family was much concerned with local philanthropic work, particularly in the fields of social welfare and housing. W.C. Alexander was a patron of the arts who early recognized Whistler’s

  talents and gave him commissions. His fine art collection was bequeathed to the nation in 1965. Cicely Alexander was painted by Whistler in An Arrangement in Grey and Green, now in the

  NATIONAL GALLERY. Aubrey Road was built in 1859.




  AUDLEY SQUARE • W1. Near the south end of the east side of SOUTH AUDLEY STREET, it is not really a square at all. The frontage of the

  short range of houses built here in the second half of the 18th century was set back a few feet from the line of frontage of the rest of the east side of SOUTH AUDLEY

  STREET, and the whole terrace was rather confusingly called Audley Square. All except the southernmost of the original houses have been demolished.




  AUSTIN FRIARS • EC2. Now a winding cul-de-sac off OLD BROAD STREET, it was named after the leading Augustinian monastery in England

  founded in 1253 by Humphrey de Bohun, Constable of England, on returning from a crusade. Its boundaries were marked by LONDON WALL, COPTHALL AVENUE and THROGMORTON STREET. In 1354 Humphrey de Bohun (a descendant of the founder) built a larger church for the monks. During the PEASANTS’ REVOLT Wat Tyler

  attacked the monastery, and dragged out 13 Flemings from its sanctuary and beheaded them. In 1513 Erasmus lodged here and complained of the difficulty of getting good wine; and in 1529 Miles

  Coverdale, one of the monks, worked on his translation of the Bible here. Many illustrious people were buried within the hallowed precincts including the founder, Humphrey

  de Bohun; Hubert de Burgh, builder of WHITEHALL PALACE; Edward, son of the Black Prince; Richard Fitz Alan, Earl of Arundel and Surrey; Edmund, son of Joan Plantagenet; John

  de Vere, 12th Earl of Oxford, and his son, Aubrey; many of the barons killed at the Battle of Barnet during the Wars of the Roses; and Edward Stafford, 3rd Duke of Buckingham.




  After the DISSOLUTION OF THE MONASTERIES Sir William Paulet, 1st Marquess of Winchester, took over the monastic buildings and built himself a town house on their site. In

  1550 the nave of the church was given to Dutch refugees by Edward VI but the rest was used for storing corn, coal and wine. The ancient monuments were sold for £100 and lead from the roof

  stripped off. In 1600 the choir, tower and transepts were demolished; and two years later the Marquess of Winchester sold his house to John Swinnerton, a merchant. Fulke Greville wrote to his

  neighbour, the Countess of Shrewsbury, to tell her that her house and Lady Warwick’s had been included in the sale. ‘He could not conceive your ladyship would willingly become a tenant

  to such a fellow.’ In 1844 the remaining part of the house was divided into warehouses and in 1862 the church was burnt down. Rebuilt the next year by Edward I’Anson and William

  Lightly, it was bombed in 1940 and rebuilt again in 1950–6 (see DUTCH CHURCH). No. 12, opposite the church, was acquired by the FURNITURE

  MAKERS’ COMPANY in 2005 as their first Livery Hall.




  AUSTRALIA HOUSE • Strand WC2. Home of the Australian High Commission, it is a very grand piece of Beaux Arts designed by A. Marshall Mackenzie and A.G.R.

  Mackenzie and built 1912–18. It incorporates the earlier Victoria State Building of 1907. Flanking the entrance are the Awakening of Australia and the Prosperity of Australia by

  Harold Parker (1918) and on the cornice The Horses of the Sun by Bertram Mackennal (1919).




  AVE MARIA LANE • EC4. An ‘Ave Maria Aly’ is recorded in 1506, but the present name is first mentioned in 1603 by Stow who said it was ‘so

  called of text writers and bead makers dwelling therein’. A later suggestion is that the name marks a stage in the processions of the ST PAUL’S CATHEDRAL clergy

  as in AMEN COURT. It appears to have been an important link between NEWGATE HILL and LUDGATE HILL because it was widened to

  5.5 metres in the improvements which were carried out after the GREAT FIRE. Its proximity to the book trade in PATERNOSTER ROW determined its later

  character. In 1687 a large part of the library of William Cecil, Queen Elizabeth’s Lord Chancellor, was sold at the sign of the Bear. In Queen Anne’s time the Black Boy Coffee House was

  the main place for book auctions. In 1698 Christopher Bateman, the bookseller, moved from HOLBORN to the corner of Ave Maria Lane and PATERNOSTER

  ROW; and every Saturday in winter the Earls of Oxford, Pembroke and Winchilsea and the Duke of Devonshire would meet at his shop. Thomas Britton, the small-coal merchant who had established

  his celebrated musical club in Jerusalem Passage in 1678 and collected books on the occult sciences, joined these noble collectors in his blue smock with a coal sack over his shoulders. The main

  entrance to STATIONERS’ HALL is on the west side.




  AVENUE HOUSE • East End Road, Finchley N3. With its landscaped grounds and rare trees, this house was left to the people of FINCHLEY

  by Henry C. (‘Inky’) Stephens, who died in 1918. His father had invented the famous blue-black ink in 1832. The son bought Avenue House in 1874, making considerable additions to the

  original building, which dates from 1859. These included in 1884, a large drawing room – used as its council chamber by Finchley Council when bombed out of its premises in 1940 – and,

  on the first floor, Stephens’s private laboratory which still exists, complete with work benches and bunsen burners. The nearby stable yard (1880) has charming decorative features.




  The house was a hospital for airmen until 1925; it was a public library in the 1930s. Later it housed the BARNET Borough Arts Council and was a meeting place for the

  Finchley Society and other local organizations. Much of the house was destroyed by fire in 1989, but it has since been restored and refurbished. Now run by the Avenue House Trust, it provides

  facilities for conferences, business functions and exhibitions. The Stephens Collection of ink-related artefacts is on display and the grounds are open to the public.




  AVERY HILL • SE9. The park was opened to the public in 1903, having been purchased by the LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL the previous year. It

  now comprises 86 acres with facilities for cricket, football, rugby, hockey, putting and tennis and a children’s playground. The domed Winter Garden, damaged by a flying bomb in the 2nd World

  War, was reopened in 1962 and houses an excellent collection of tropical trees and plants from around the world. The adjoining mansion is now a teacher training college. The park is in the care of

  the LONDON BOROUGH OF GREENWICH which maintains 17 acres as its central plant nursery supplying shrubs and bedding plants for its parks and other sites.




  Avery Hill College • Bexley Road, SE9. Opened in 1906 as the first local authority residential college for training women students. It admitted men in

  1959. The main college is located on the north side of AVERY HILL PARK, just to the east of ELTHAM. The college became part of THAMES POLYTECHNIC in 1985. It is now part of the University of Greenwich.




  AVERY ROW • W1. Extending from BROOK STREET to GROSVENOR STREET, it marks the course of the TYBURN, which here formed the boundary between the GROSVENOR ESTATE and the CORPORATION OF LONDON’S Conduit Mead estate (see

  CONDUIT STREET). It probably takes its name from Henry Avery, a bricklayer active hereabouts in the 1720s and 1730s.




  AZIZIA MOSQUE • 117–119 Stoke Newington Road, N16. Previously the Alhambra Cinema, it has been suggested that this vaguely Moorish building recommended

  itself as a MOSQUE ‘because it had domes’. It opened for worship in the 1980s and is renowned for excellent food. The mosque in nearby Shacklewell Lane occupies

  an Andalusian-style building which was once a synagogue.




  
 





  B




  BBC RADIO LONDON • 35 Marylebone High Street, W1. Opened in 1988 as BBC Greater London Radio, renamed BBC London Live in 2000 and changed again to BBC Radio

  London in 2001. It has two transmitters, one at CRYSTAL PALACE, the other at Brookmans Park, Hertfordshire, which give reception over much of south-east England. The station

  provides news, programmes on current affairs, travel information, phone-ins, sports coverage and music.




  BABMAES STREET • SWI. A cul-de-sac built in about 1665 and named after Baptist May, Charles II’s friend and Keeper of the Privy Purse, who was granted

  the land.




  BADEN-POWELL HOUSE MUSEUM • Queen’s Gate, SW7. Housed in the Scout Association’s international hostel, the museum illustrates the life of Lord

  Baden-Powell from his days as an officer in the Boer War to his time as chief of the organization of Boy Scouts which he had founded ‘to promote good citizenship in the rising

  generation’. His celebrated hat is here, his sketches and watercolours, the manuscript of his Scouting for Boys and, amongst other memorabilia, a loaf of bread baked during the siege

  of Mafeking in 1899 and one of the tins which, containing chocolate, was sent by Queen Victoria to Baden-Powell’s soldiers in South Africa. Designed by Ralph Tubbs, the building opened in

  1961.




  Bagnigge Wells • King’s Cross Road. One of the most popular 18th-century spas, it was probably named after an ancient local family, the

  Bagnigges. It was reputed to have been the summer retreat of Nell Gwynne who entertained Charles II here with little concerts and breakfasts. In 1757 it belonged to Thomas Hughes, a tobacconist,

  who asked Dr John Bevis to discover why he could not grow flowers in his garden. Water from the well was found to be full of iron. Another well was sunk and the water from that proved to be a good

  purgative. In 1758 Hughes opened the gardens daily and charged 3d for tasting the waters. A season ticket cost half a guinea. The banqueting hall of Bagnigge House had been converted into a long

  room with a distorting mirror one end and an organ at the other. The water was brought to a double pump in a small building called the temple. In the grounds were honeysuckle-covered tea arbours, a

  bun house, skittle alley, bowling green, grotto, flower garden, fish pond, fountain and formal walks edged with holly and box. On the banks of the FLEET RIVER, which flowed

  through the garden, were seats ‘for such as chuse to smoke or drink cyder, ale etc which are not permitted in other parts of the garden’. Concerts and other entertainments were

  frequently held in the pump room. From 1760 until the end of the 18th century the wells were not only popular but fashionable. In the mornings the pump room was thronged with water tasters and in

  the afternoons with tea drinkers. A song published in the London Magazine of June 1759 ran:




  

    

      Ye gouty old souls and rheumaticks crawl on,




      Here taste these blest springs, and your tortures are gone;




      Ye wretches asthmatick, who pant for your breath,




      Come drink your relief, and think not of death.




      Obey the glad summons, to Bagnigge repair,




      Drink deep of its streams, and forget all your care.


    




    

      The distemper’d shall drink and forget all his pain,




      When his blood flows more briskly through every vein;




      The headache shall vanish, the heartache shall cease,




      And your lives be enjoyed in more pleasure and peace.




      Obey then the summons, to Bagnigge repair,




      And drink an oblivion to pain and to care.
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  Arbours, fountains and tea gardens at Bagnigge Wells, one of the most popular of 18th-century spas.




  The prologue to Garrick’s Bon Ton (1775) mentioned ‘Drinking tea on summer afternoons at Bagnigge Wells with china and gilt spoons’ as a fashionable

  pastime. However, mixing with the bon ton were pickpockets, prostitutes and highwaymen. Sixteen-string Jack, who was hanged at TYBURN in 1774, was a frequent visitor.

  By the beginning of the 19th century the wells were no longer fashionable. According to Daniel Lysons they were, in 1810, ‘much resorted to by the lower class of tradesman’. And in 1827

  Maria Edgeworth wrote, ‘The cits to Bagnigge Wells repair, to swallow dust and call it air.’ In 1813 the manager went bankrupt and the place was sold. It was reopened in 1814 on a

  smaller scale; but, although a concert room was built in 1831, it soon afterwards degenerated into a rather disreputable establishment. A London street ballad related the adventures of a

  costermonger and his girl:




  

    

      Every evening he was seen




      In a jacket and shorts of velveteen




      And to Bagnigge Wells then in a bran




      New gown she went with the dogs’ meat man . . .


    


  




  The place was closed in 1841 and the site soon afterwards was built on. Set in the later wall of 61–63 King’s Cross Road is an inscribed stone: ‘This is

  Bagnigge House Neare the Pinder a Wakefeilde 1680.’ It probably marks the north-western limit of the gardens.




  BAKER STREET • W1, NW1. Laid out from 1755 onwards by William Baker, a speculative builder, on land leased from the PORTMAN ESTATE. A

  broad thoroughfare, it is today filled with offices and shops. The façade and bell tower of Abbey House at the north end by J.J. Joass, previously occupied by the Abbey National Building

  Society, were retained when the art deco block was redeveloped 2005–7 as a mixed-use office, retail and residential development. For 48 years Marks and Spencer had their headquarters at

  Michael House; when the site was approved for redevelopment in 2004, M&S planned to remove to new premises in PADDINGTON BASIN. No. 120 remains comparatively intact

  except for the insertion of a plate-glass window. It was the home, during the years 1802–6, of the statesman William Pitt the Younger, whose niece, Lady Hester Stanhope, who later became an

  explorer in Turkey and the Lebanon, kept house and entertained for him. No. 31 was an early home of Bulwer Lytton; Sir Richard Burton, the explorer and oriental scholar, lived in the street for a

  while; and Mrs Sarah Siddons, the actress, lived from 1817 till her death in 1831 at No. 27 Upper Baker Street. Her house was demolished to make way for the UNDERGROUND

  station and LONDON TRANSPORT LOST PROPERTY OFFICE at No. 200. Baker Street’s most famous resident, the detective Sherlock Holmes, created by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle,

  lived at No. 221B, formerly the offices of the Abbey National, where an exhibition re-creating his crowded first-floor apartment was held in 1951 as part of the FESTIVAL OF

  BRITAIN celebrations; it was later reconstructed at a public house bearing the detective’s name in NORTHUMBERLAND AVENUE off the STRAND.




  BAKERLOO LINE • The Bakerloo Line, opened in 1906 from BAKER STREET to KENNINGTON, was the first tube of C.T.

  Yerkes’s comprehensive scheme of electric railways for London. It was also the first underground railway to cross London from north to south. To begin with the line was considered a failure

  with only 20–30,000 passengers per day, and for a time the six-car trains were reduced to three during peak hours and two during slack hours. At the same time, objections were raised by

  conservative railway journals, already hostile to Yerkes’s American influence, to the name Bakerloo, a word first coined by the Evening News for the Baker Street and Waterloo Railway.

  The Railway Magazine wrote, ‘For a railway itself to adopt its gutter title, is not what we expect from a railway company. English railway officers have more dignity than to act in

  this manner.’ The magazine added that the name was ‘unlikely to increase the business of this struggling concern’. However, business did increase, partly helped by the

  introduction of a graded fare structure of 1–3d with ½d stages instead of a standard fare of 2d. With the centralisation of the ownership of the UNDERGROUND

  system the Bakerloo Line was extended so that by 1917 it reached Watford via the London and North Western Railway. By 1939, having taken over the STANMORE branch of the

  METROPOLITAN LINE, the Bakerloo, which had originally covered 3 miles, extended from Watford and Stanmore in the north to ELEPHANT AND CASTLE in the

  south thus covering 32 miles in all. The section running between Stanmore and Baker Street became part of the JUBILEE LINE in 1979. In 1982 the service to Watford was

  withdrawn and QUEEN’S PARK became the northern terminus of the line. In 1989 services were extended to terminate at HARROW & WEALDSTONE.

  Now 14 miles long, the line carries about 100 million passengers a year. Of its 25 stations the busiest is OXFORD CIRCUS while that at MAIDA VALE

  enjoys the distinction of having been the first to be ‘manned’ by an all-female staff. When it opened in 1916, two of these were ticket collectors, two booking clerks, two porters and

  two ‘relief ticket collectors and booking clerks’. The station master was a man, but he didn’t count because he managed three other stations (see also JUBILEE LINE and UNDERGROUND RAILWAYS).




  BAKERS’ COMPANY – see CITY LIVER COMPANIES.




  BAKERS’ HALL • Harp Lane, EC3. The original hall was the converted mansion of John Chichele, a 15th-century Chamberlain of London. It was inherited by

  his daughter Elizabeth Chichele and, after her death in 1498, bought by the company in 1506. This building was burnt in the GREAT FIRE. The hall was rebuilt soon after, only

  to be destroyed by fire again in 1715. The third hall, built in 1719, was destroyed by enemy action in 1940. The present hall, completed in 1963, by Trehearne and Norman, Preston and Partners,

  forms the lower portion of a large office block. For the Company see CITY LIVERY COMPANIES.




  Bakewell Hall • ‘A spacious building’, in the words of Hatton’s New View of London (1708), on the east side of GUILDHALL or on the west side of BASINGHALL STREET. A weekly market for woollen cloths had been established here in the 14th century in a house which had

  belonged to John de Bauquelle, Alderman of Dowgate ward, and later became the property of Thomas Bakewell. It was rebuilt in 1588 and again in the 1670s, after its destruction in the GREAT FIRE. Also known as Blackwell Hall, it was demolished in 1820 to make way for the Bankruptcy Court. In 1988, during the excavations in Guildhall Yard which unearthed

  London’s long-sought ROMAN AMPHITHEATRE, remains of the foundations and internal walls of Blackwell Hall were also discovered.




  BALCOMBE STREET • NW1. This was begun in 1826 as Milton Street and changed its name in 1886 for reasons unknown. The street’s only claim to fame is as

  the site of the 1975 BALCOMBE STREET SIEGE and as the origin of the Balcombe Street Gang, the name subsequently given to the four IRA members there arrested.




  BALCOMBE STREET SIEGE • 1975. On 6 December 1975 John and Sheila Matthews, a married couple in their mid-fifties, were taken hostage in their flat at 22B

  Balcombe Street by four IRA gunmen escaping from a shoot-out with police following a botched bombing. The police quickly closed the street and surrounded the property, but the gunmen tossed out the

  telephone and settled in for a long siege. Later dubbed the Balcombe Street Gang, Martin O’Connell, Edward Butler, Harry Duggan and Hugh Docherty were wanted for a trail of high-profile

  London bombings and shootings including the murder of Ross McWhirter, co-editor of the Guinness Book of Records, and attacks on the RITZ, SCOTT’S, the HILTON, etc.




  The siege lasted six days, was conducted with admirable restraint considering the public excitement, and ended without bloodshed. About 2 p.m. on 12 December one of the gang shouted to the

  police outside. A phone was lowered from the floor above and negotiations began. Mrs Matthews was released in exchange for a hot lunch of sausages, mashed potatoes and sprouts followed by tinned

  peaches and cream. The gang then gave themselves up one by one and were taken to PADDINGTON GREEN police station. Mr Matthews walked free;

  bystanders applauded. The gang were convicted and sentenced to life imprisonment but released in April 1999 as part of the Good Friday peace agreement.




  BALDWIN’S GARDENS • EC1. Built in 1589 on the site of Brook House and its gardens, the mansion of Fulke Greville, Lord Brooke, by Richard Baldwin, Queen

  Elizabeth’s gardener. It enjoyed the privilege of sanctuary for many years; petty criminals fled here to live unmolested by law until 1697 when the privilege was abolished. Henry Purcell, the

  composer, took advantage of the protection the place afforded to escape his creditors. After his day the area became a notorious slum much frequented by criminals, and part of the locality known as

  the Thieves’ Kitchen, a training ground for young criminals.




  Bales Court • EC4. Named after Peter Bales, an Elizabethan calligrapher who lived in the OLD BAILEY near the sign of the Old

  Dolphin. He advertised himself as a writing schoolmaster ‘that teacheth to write all manner of handes, after a more speedie way than hath heretofore been taught’. He promised his

  students, ‘You may also learne to write as fast as a man speaketh, by the arte of Brachigraphie by him devised, writing but one letter for a word.’ He was used to transcribe public

  documents into book form and employed by Walsingham and Hatton for deciphering codes, forging letters and copying secret documents.




  BALHAM • SW12. Famously promoted as ‘the Gateway to the South’ by Peter Sellers (‘time has passed by the old quarter of Bal-ham, and so

  shall we’), it probably started as a Saxon homestead on the ROMAN ROAD of Stane Street, which ran from Chichester to London. The estate is recorded in Domesday

  Book as being occupied by a ‘squatter’. Its history during the Middle Ages is complicated as it seems to have been split into three separate holdings, one held by the Abbey of Bec,

  one by BERMONDSEY ABBEY, and the smallest being in private hands. At the time of the Reformation, Balaams Farm of 200 acres was acquired by the Crown and in the 17th century

  was leased to a Bernard Hide. His solidly built farmhouse lasted until about 1890 when it was demolished to make way for the houses in Emanuel Road. In 1701 the estate was acquired by Peter Du

  Cane, MP for Colchester, and it remained in his family until 1840. A map of the mid-18th century shows the area still as open country with Balham as a group of half a dozen buildings straddling the

  main road. Two lanes lead off into the fields, one starting near the George Inn and skirting a tile kiln. By the end of the century there were a number of large houses lining Balham Hill and the

  High Road. One of these belonged to George Wolf, Consul-General to the Court of Denmark. He was a great friend of John Wesley, who visited him on a number of occasions between 1785 and 1791. More

  houses were built after the Duke of Bedford had sold Charrington’s Farm in 1802. A Mr Borrodaile had a row of desirable villas built along the High Road and, for himself, a large mansion

  called Bedford Hill House on the highest point of the estate. A private road, now Bedford Hill, was made from the main road to TOOTING BEC COMMON to provide access to the

  house. This road with gates and lodges either end was shared by two other houses, THE PRIORY and Boundaries House.




  Many of the residents were leading figures in the CITY of London, being bankers, merchants and lawyers. At the beginning of the 19th century, the nearest places of

  worship were at STREATHAM or CLAPHAM, so these wealthy inhabitants held a meeting to propose the founding of a chapel at Balham. Money was raised and

  the red-brick building with its façade of four Doric columns was opened on 24 April 1808. Amongst the shareholders were William Wilberforce, Henry Thornton and Lord Macaulay. In 1855 it was

  assigned its own district and became a parish church.




  The following year saw the opening of the railway station, giving easier access to the CITY. By the turn of the century there had been a complete transition of Balham

  from a country village to part of the urban sprawl of London. Houses for the middle and working classes gradually covered the open land. Large villas were built on either side of Bedford Hill and

  the old estate was developed by Alfred Heaver. New shops appeared in the High Road and by the 1930s most of the old houses had disappeared. One day a year during this period of change, the main

  road became congested with traffic. This was Derby Day when all sorts of horse-drawn vehicles, ranging from dog-carts to victorias, landaus and gypsy caravans, made their way to Epsom Downs.




  During the 2nd World War, Balham was badly damaged by bombing. One particular incident caused great loss of life. A high-explosive bomb blasted a large crater in the High Road, fracturing the

  water main. This flooded the UNDERGROUND RAILWAY below, where a number of people taking shelter were drowned. A bus later drove into the crater in the dark. Since the end of

  the war most of the large houses have been turned into flats or bedsitters. Open space is in short supply, although TOOTING BEC COMMON is ¾ mile to the south-east and

  WANDSWORTH COMMON the same distance to the north-west. Both were saved in the 1870s from the ravages of further enclosure or use by the railway companies. Although various

  plans have been made to improve the town centre with better shopping facilities, open spaces and traffic control, the old Roman road will always be a major route in and out of London. A plaque at

  99 Nightingale Road indicates the residence here of the preacher Charles Haddon Spurgeon 1857–80. He rebuilt the house in 1869.




  BALLOONING • ‘Balloons occupy senators, philosophers, ladies, everybody,’ wrote Horace Walpole at the end of 1785 when all London was agog with this

  latest craze. Ballooning reached London only a few months after the first sensational achievements with hot air and hydrogen balloons in France in 1783. It was an Italian, Count Zambeccari, who

  made the first small hydrogen balloons seen over London. The first attempt to ascend in one was made in August 1784 by a Frenchman, Dr Moret, from fields now covered by BELGRAVIA. It ended in disaster when the balloon caught fire on the ground and Dr Moret disappeared with the takings; the disappointed spectators wrecked a nearby tea house. About a

  month later Vincenzo Lunardi successfully ascended from the Artillery Ground at MOORFIELDS in his own gorgeous red and white silk hydrogen balloon, and flew to Ware. His

  second balloon carried a Mrs Sage – the first Englishwoman to fly – from ST GEORGE’S FIELDS, Newington Butts as far as HARROW,

  though her great weight, it is said, almost prevented the balloon from taking off. Londoners saw the first parachute descent from a balloon in England by a Frenchman, M. Garnerin, who ascended from

  NORTH AUDLEY STREET and landed near ST PANCRAS in 1802; and they watched as the great aeronautical showman Charles Green, who introduced coal gas as

  a method of inflation, filled his balloon from the PICCADILLY gas main and flew from GREEN PARK to BARNET, to celebrate the coronation of George IV. There were ballooning displays at many London pleasure gardens including RANELAGH, CREMORNE and VAUXHALL GARDENS. In Sketches by Boz, Dickens devoted a chapter to VAUXHALL in which he wrote, ‘the balloons

  went up, and the aerial travellers stood up, and the crowd outside roared with delight, and the two gentlemen who had never ascended before tried to wave their flags as if they were not nervous,

  but held on very fast all the while; and the balloons were wafted gently away . . .’ In 1869 a monster balloon, nearly 30.5 metres in diameter, made daily ascents from the Lots, waste ground

  between ASHBURNHAM HOUSE and the THAMES west of CREMORNE GARDENS, until the balloon, named The Captive, one day

  escaped its moorings and the exhibition was discontinued (see LOTS ROAD). The Bedford Arms in Grove Street, CAMDEN TOWN, was noted for balloon

  ascents from its tea gardens. So also were the grounds of another public house, the Eyre Arms, in FINCHLEY ROAD.
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  The ascent of Charles Green’s ‘monster Nassau Balloon’ from Cremorne Gardens in the summer of 1845.




  The development of dirigibles and powered flight led to the end of free ballooning as popular entertainment, but as a minority sport it was well established at BATTERSEA

  and HURLINGHAM by the 1890s. In 1906 the first official balloon race in Great Britain was organized by the Aero Club from Ranelagh Club Polo Ground, BARNES, and the first international race took place in 1908 from the HURLINGHAM CLUB, FULHAM.




  During the 1st World War kite balloons – a form of barrage balloon – with baskets beneath operated from ROEHAMPTON as spy balloons, and balloon aerodromes

  were constructed in and around London at ILFORD, HOUNSLOW and NORTHOLT. Emergency landing grounds were built in HYDE PARK, REGENT’S PARK, WINBLEDON COMMON, BLACKHEATH and in the grounds of BUCKINGHAM

  PALACE. In the 2nd World War a vast balloon barrage was deployed over London (see BLITZ). In more recent times there have been flights of hot air balloons at

  dawn from WORMWOOD SCRUBS, and in 1977, Silver Jubilee year, 60 or 70 balloons gathered in Hyde Park but were not able to fly free because of unsuitable weather conditions;

  nevertheless, many of them flew tethered.




  BALTIC EXCHANGE • St Mary Axe, EC3. Has, as its primary function, the provision of facilities for the fixing of cargoes for merchant vessels. Most of the

  world’s freight chartering is arranged here and the sale of over half the world’s ships. It originated some years before the middle of the 18th century. On 24 May 1744 it was announced

  in the Daily Post that a coffee house in THREADNEEDLE STREET, whose customers were mainly merchants and ships’ masters trading in goods from the plantations of

  the American colonies and the countries of the Baltic seaboard, had changed its name: ‘This is to give notice that the house, late the Maryland Coffee House in Threadneedle Street near the

  Royal Exchange, is now opened by the name of the Virginia and Baltick Coffee House where all foreign and domestic news are taken in and all letters or parcels directed to merchants or captains in

  the Virginia or Baltick trade will be carefully delivered according as directed.’




  By 1810 the increase in business conducted in this coffee house made it necessary for larger premises to be found. So the Antwerp Tavern in Threadneedle Street was acquired and renamed the

  Baltic Coffee House. In 1823 a Baltic Club was formed with a membership of 300 and recognized rules for trading. After the repeal of the Corn Laws in 1846 foreign trade greatly increased. In 1857

  the Baltic bought SOUTH SEA HOUSE from the liquidators of the Royal British Bank. In 1891 the London Shipping Exchange was founded to meet the needs of liner shipping and,

  since its activities overlapped those of the Baltic and since both organizations were short of space, an amalgamation was proposed and a site, Jeffrey Square in ST MARY AXE,

  purchased for a new building. Constructed 1900–3 to the designs of T.H. Smith and W. Wimble, the Baltic Exchange building contained one of the finest City interiors of the Victorian and

  Edwardian era with a grand domed Exchange Hall clad in marble, mahogany and stained glass. A new wing was opened by the Queen in 1956, the foundation stone having been laid by Sir Winston Churchill

  the year before.




  On 10 April 1992 the Baltic Exchange was seriously damaged by a bomb planted by the IRA. Three people died and many more were injured in the explosion. Parts of the building had to be dismantled

  immediately and, despite hopes that the remainder could be rescued, and despite its Grade II listing, detailed examination of the fabric revealed that far more was beyond repair than had been

  previously realized. After heated disputes involving the Government, the CITY CORPORATION, ENGLISH HERITAGE and various other organizations, it was

  decided that the entire building would be demolished. Salvage experts removed and stored the remains, including the entire Portland stone façade, 16 marble columns weighing four tonnes each,

  and plaster interiors complete with classical mouldings depicting sea monsters and mermaids, all of which were later offered for sale in lots or as a whole from a barn near Canterbury. The site was

  sold to Trafalgar House in 1995 and is now occupied by Norman Foster’s Swiss Re Tower (see ST MARY AXE). Throughout this hiatus, trading on the Baltic Exchange

  continued without a break, first from temporary accommodation at LLOYDS AT LONDON, and since 1995 from 38 St Mary Axe.




  Baltimore House • Bloomsbury. Built in 1763 for Frederick Calvert, Baron Baltimore, who in 1768 was tried for decoying here a young milliner, Sarah

  Woodcock. The Duke of Bolton afterwards lived here and it was then known as Bolton House. Bolton was the model for Captain Whiffle in Smollett’s Roderick

  Random. Later occupants of the house were Lord Loughborough, the Earl of Rosslyn (in whose time it was known as Rosslyn House); Sir Vicary Gibbs, Chief Justice of Common Pleas; and

  (1839–54) Sir Thomas Noon Talfourd, also Chief Justice of Common Pleas, a playwright and friend of Dickens. During Talfourd’s time the house was a meeting place of numerous men of

  letters and dramatists. When RUSSEL SQUARE was laid out in 1804, this was the only house there. It was later divided into two. No. 67 was built on the site.
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  The Bank of England from Threadneedle Street, 1797. The gateway is by George Sampson, the screen walls are by Robert Taylor.




  BANCROFT’S SCHOOL • Woodford Green, Essex. In 1737 Francis Bancroft, ‘late citizen and draper of London’, left his money to the DRAPERS’ COMPANY to provide almshouses for 24 old men and a chapel and schoolroom for 100 poor boys, with two houses for masters. The early school was in the MILE

  END ROAD, but in 1887 the school moved to a 5-acre site in Woodford Green. There new buildings, still financed by the Drapers’ Company, were designed for the school by Sir Arthur

  Blomfield. Today the school educates girls as well as boys; all are now day pupils, and many are supported by bursaries or scholarships granted by the company.




  BANK OF ENGLAND • Threadneedle Street, EC2. In 1694 King William III found himself running short of funds to finance his war against France. William Paterson

  and Michael Godfrey, two City merchants, proposed a public loan. The scheme was to found a national bank which would lend its share capital to the Government. The proposal was brought to the notice

  of the Cabinet in 1693, by Charles Montagu. With Montagu’s support in the Commons, the Tunnage Act was passed in 1694, to levy duties on shipping and alcohol. The act guaranteed an interest

  payment of 8 per cent to the subscribers of the loan. For some time afterwards the Bank of England was referred to as the Tunnage Bank. In just eleven days, £1.2 million was raised by 1,268

  people and on 27 July 1694 the bank was incorporated by Royal Charter. Sir John Houblon, the grandson of a French Huguenot refugee, was appointed first Governor.




  The Bank opened its books in July 1694 at MERCERS’ HALL, CHEAPSIDE but moved to the GROCERS’ HALL in PRINCES

  STREET the following November where it remained until 1734. It was not long before the bank was under pressure, owing to the Government’s demand for money, the activity of political

  opponents in supporting rival schemes and the hostility of the goldsmiths, who had lost a considerable amount of business to the bank. The bank’s difficulties increased with the loss of two

  of the most able of its governing body in 1695.




  In 1706 the bank agreed to act as the direct agent for the Government by circulating Exchequer Bills and its position was further strengthened in 1708 by an act which prohibited corporate bodies

  of more than six persons from issuing notes. In 1717, the management of the various government securities was transferred from the Exchequer to the bank and it undertook the administration of the

  national debt when it was consolidated in 1751.




  George Sampson was appointed architect in 1724 and the first bank was built on the present site, where Sir John Houblon’s private house had once stood. The building was finished in 1734.

  In 1765 Sir Robert Taylor expanded the building, adding the bank’s famous Court Room. During the GORDON RIOTS in 1780 a mob attacked the bank but was dispersed by the

  military. The Brigade of Guards, sent by the Government to guard the bank, became known as the Bank Picquet and attended the bank every night until 1973, when the bank introduced its own internal

  security force. Sir John Soane, the bank’s third architect, started work in 1788. The building which he completed extended over the whole of the 3.5-acre site on

  which the bank now stands. He was responsible for the creation of the outer wall, known as the curtain wall, which is, today, the only remaining part of his Bank.




  Throughout the 1790s the bank experienced a period of turmoil. There were a series of runs on the bank as a result of the French Revolution and in 1797 when coin in the bank had dwindled to

  £1 million and alarm was caused by the news that the French had landed in Wales. The Privy Council issued an order prohibiting the bank from making payments in cash except for sums under 20

  shillings. To meet the demand for small currency the bank, which had begun to issue £5 notes in 1794, now began to issue notes for £1 and £2. To meet immediate cash needs, they

  put into circulation a large number of Spanish dollars, belonging to the Government, which had been taken from captured vessels. Before the coins were issued a small impression of the head of King

  George III was stamped on the Spanish King’s neck. To deter people from forging the coins another form of stamping was introduced in 1804: the Spanish markings were obliterated and a new

  dollar was issued bearing the King’s head on one side and the words ‘Bank of England Five Shilling Dollar’ on the reverse. It was during this time that James Gillray satirized

  Government interference with the bank in his famous cartoon, entitled ‘Political Ravishment or the Old Lady of Threadneedle Street in Danger’, which is thought to have led to the

  bank’s nickname ‘The Old Lady of Threadneedle Street’.




  From 1925 to 1939 the whole of the bank, with the exception of the outer wall, was rebuilt by Sir Herbert Baker. The present building provides 845,000 square feet of floor space. The mosaic

  pavement in the entrance hall is by Boris Anrep. The bronze doors are by Charles Wheeler, who was also responsible for the figures on the façade, which include the Old Lady of Threadneedle

  Street holding a model of the building on her knee, and the gilt figure of Ariel on the dome (1932) as well as the statues of Charles Montagu and Montagu Norman (1932) on the first floor of

  the central court. The bronze St Christopher in the central court is by R.R. Goulden (1921). The Bank of England Museum is in BARTHOLOMEW LANE.




  The Bank of England Act 1946 brought the bank into public ownership at the same time a new Royal Charter allowed for the continued existence of ‘The Governor and Company of the Bank of

  England’. The appointments of Governor, Deputy Governor and Court of 16 directors have since that time been made by the Crown, on the advice of the Prime Minister.




  Probably the best-known functions of the Bank of England are to design, print and issue banknotes in England and Wales and to store gold in its vaults on behalf of its customers. It does,

  however, have other responsibilities and functions. As the government’s banker the bank acts for the Treasury in raising finance and managing the government debt. It also advises on the new

  issues of debt. Over the centuries the bank has also consolidated its ability to influence monetary conditions and has accepted some responsibility for the money and capital markets in London and

  for the soundness of banks. The main functions of the modern-day bank can be summarized as follows: safeguarding the domestic and international value of the nation’s money by bringing

  continuous downward pressure to bear on inflation; maintaining a sound financial system; and promoting the efficiency and competitiveness of the UK financial system. Management of the foreign

  exchange reserves is carried out by the bank as agent of the Treasury.




  Until 1997 one of the Bank of England’s most important tasks in maintaining a sound financial system was the supervision of banks operating in the UK, in order to protect depositors. This

  became a statutory responsibility in 1979 and the powers then granted were strengthened by the Banking Act 1987. But in 1997 the Chancellor of the Exchequer in the new Labour government announced

  his decision to merge banking supervision and investment services regulation into the independent Securities and Investments Board (SIB). SIB changed its name to the Financial Services Authority

  (FSA) in October 1997, and responsibility for banking supervision was transferred to the FSA from the Bank of England in 1998. Also in 1997 the Chancellor gave the Bank of England the power to set

  interest rates. This power was formalized by the Bank of England Act 1998, which also created the bank’s Monetary Policy Committee on a statutory basis, requiring the bank ‘to maintain

  price stability, and, subject to that, to support the economic policy of HM Government including its objectives for growth and employment’.




  BANKSIDE • SE1. Originally a narrow street along the river bank at SOUTHWARK, lined with wharves and warehouses with splendid views

  over the river to ST PAUL’S and the CITY. With its numerous brothels and bear-baiting arenas, the area of Bankside was for long one of medieval London’s main centres of dissipation.

  Also known for much of its length as Stew’s Bank, it contained an unconsecrated graveyard for the corpses of women who had worked in the brothels. It was within the estate of the Bishops of

  Winchester, the LIBERTY OF THE CLINK. Far from condemning the brothels, the bishops drew up a set of rules for them and regulated their opening hours. In 1546 Henry VIII had

  them closed, but by the 17th century they had reopened and had been joined by theatres: the ROSE in Rose Lane, the SWAN in PARIS

  GARDEN, the HOPE in BEAR GARDENS and the GLOBE in what is now PARK STREET. Many actors, stage

  managers and writers lived in the area, among them William Kemp, Edward Alleyn, Philip Massinger, Beaumont and Fletcher, and Philip Henslowe, lessee of the Rose Theatre, who owned much property in

  the area. After their day the area was better known for its gardens, public houses, breweries, foundries and dyers’ and glassmakers’ works. The ANCHOR, built

  1770–5, occupies the site of an earlier inn, the Castell on the Hoop. In the 1750s Oliver Goldsmith practised as a physician in ‘a humble way’ on Bankside. Barclay and

  Perkins’s brewery was near here in Park Street (see BREWERIES). On a visit to it in 1850 the Austrian General Haynau, whose evil

  reputation had been spread by Hungarian refugees, was attacked and beaten by draymen and hauled along the street by his long moustache.
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  Hollar’s view of Bankside in 1647, showing the Bear Garden (upper left), and the Globe on the river front.




  The conversion of BANKSIDE POWER STATION into TATE MODERN, the reconstruction of SHAKESPEARE’S GLOBE THEATRE, the

  opening of the MILLENNIUM BRIDGE and other developments have placed Bankside at the very heart of the regenerated Thames riverside; the name, once redolent of squalor and

  vice, is now used to enhance the stylish credentials of that area of Southwark between BLACKFRIARS and LONDON BRIDGES and south to Union Street.




  BANKSIDE POWER STATION • Like its counterpart at BATTERSEA (and like the famous British red telephone box), Bankside Power Station was

  designed by Sir Giles Gilbert Scott. Built in two phases between 1947 and 1963, with a distinctive single chimney 99 metres high (specifically constructed to be lower than the 114-metre-high dome

  of ST PAUL’S CATHEDRAL), it consists of a steel structure clad with 4.2 million bricks. It stands on the south side of the THAMES, opposite

  QUEENHITHE, and occupies the site of the Great Pike Gardens in SOUTHWARK, which in the 14th century supplied fish to religious houses in the area.

  The western half, which included the chimney, replaced an earlier coal-fired power station and started generating in 1952; the eastern half came into commission in 1963. Both ceased production in

  1981 when increased oil prices made other methods of electricity generation more economical. The redundant Bankside Power Station then stood empty and forlorn for thirteen years until the

  TATE GALLERY acquired an option on the site. In May 2000 it opened to the public as TATE MODERN.




  BANQUETING HOUSE • Whitehall, SW1. The only remaining part of the old WHITEHALL PALACE above ground. Designed by Inigo Jones and

  completed in 1622, it was the first purely Renaissance building in London. The first known Banqueting House at Whitehall was a temporary structure of wood and canvas, built in 1572 for the visit of

  a French delegation. In 1581 Elizabeth I erected a more permanent building on the same site, for the entertainment of the envoys who had come to negotiate a marriage between the Queen and the Duke

  of Alençon. It also was made from wood and canvas, but with 292 glass windows and richly painted. James I considered this to be an ‘old, rotten, slight-builded shed’ and in 1606

  it was pulled down. Its replacement was ‘very strong and statlie, being every way larger that the first’. It was 36.5 by 16 metres and set out as a theatre. On its opening, in January

  1608, Ben Jonson’s The Masque of Beauty was performed. It was burnt down in 1619.




  The new Banqueting House by Inigo Jones was faced with Oxfordshire stone, with Northamptonshire and Portland stone for architectural features and balustrade, and cost £15,653 3s 3d in all.

  Horace Walpole wrote of it, ‘It is so complete in itself that it stands as the model of the most pure and beautiful taste.’ It has a gallery from which the King’s subjects could

  watch him dine. The ceiling, commissioned by Charles I, is painted by Rubens, and celebrates the benefits of wise rule. It is on a vast scale, each cherub being more than 2.5 metres high. The

  building was much admired. In 1655, for example, a foreign visitor described it as looking ‘very stately, because the rest of the Palace is ill-built, and nothing but a heap of Houses,

  erected at divers times, and of different Models.’




  It was opened in 1622 with a performance of Jonson’s Masque of Augurs, but after the installation of the Rubens ceiling in 1635, masques were performed in a new wooden building

  nearby, lest the lamp smoke should damage the paintings.




  The Banqueting House was used for a variety of state and court ceremonies, including the reception of foreign embassies, the traditional Maundy Thursday observances, the St George’s Day

  dinner for Knights of the Garter, and the ‘touching’ for King’s Evil (scrofula).




  On 30 January 1649 King Charles I walked for the last time across the Banqueting House, and out through a window (there is controversy as to which) on to the scaffold. Here he made a brief

  speech, declaring himself ‘the Martyr of the People’, before he was beheaded. Charles II celebrated his restoration in the hall in 1660. The building also

  formed the background to the Glorious Revolution: James II added a weather vane to the north end to warn him of a ‘Protestant wind’ which might carry his son-in-law over the sea from

  Holland, and it was in this hall too that William and Mary were offered the joint sovereignty by the assembled nobility and commons on 13 February 1689.
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  Bankside Power Station was transformed into the Tate Modern by Swiss architects Herzog and de Meuron.




  The fire of 1698 marked the end of the ceremonial significance of the Banqueting House. It was converted by Wren into the CHAPEL ROYAL, as the old chapel had been burnt.

  In 1809 it became the Chapel of the HORSE GUARDS. It remained their chapel until 1829 when it was restored and again used as the Chapel Royal until 1890. In 1890 it was

  granted as a museum to the ROYAL UNITED SERVICES INSTITUTE. It was redecorated in its original colours in 1963 and opened to the public. Since 1992 it has been run by

  HISTORIC ROYAL PALACES.
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  Charles I was executed in 1649 on a scaffold outside Inigo Jones’s Banqueting Hall, Whitehall.




  BARBERS’ COMPANY – see CITY LIVERY COMPANIES.




  BARBICAN • EC2. Named after an outer fortification of the City, possibly a watchtower. Stow said it was pulled down by Henry III in 1267 after the war with

  the barons. During the 16th and 17th centuries several wealthy and important people lived here. Garter House near the eastern end of the original street was built at the beginning of the 16th

  century for Thomas Wriothesley, Garter King-of-Arms. From the end of the 16th century until it was destroyed by fire in 1687 it was the town house of the Earls of Bridgewater. Next door was

  Willoughby House, used by the Conde de Gondomar, Spanish Ambassador during Elizabeth I’s reign. John Milton lived in the Barbican between 1645 and 1649. L’Allegro and

  Comus were probably written at this time. Maitland, writing in 1756, said that the street was inhabited by tradesmen, ‘especially salesmen for apparel both new and old’.




  On the night of 29 December 1940 a 35-acre area to the south of the original Barbican was laid waste by incendiary bombs. Every street from MOORGATE to ALDERSGATE STREET was destroyed. ST GILES CRIPPLEGATE was reduced to ruins, with only the walls and tower left standing. By the end of the war, a further expanse

  as far south as GRESHAM STREET had also been devastated, ‘allowing one to walk for over half a mile without passing a single standing structure’. Initial

  proposals by the CORPORATION OF LONDON for post-war reconstruction of this area favoured commercial development, but amid concerns to stem the depopulation of the City, new

  plans evolved and in 1956 Duncan Sandys, the Minister of Housing and Local Government, proposed that ‘a genuine residential neighbourhood, incorporating schools, shops, open spaces and

  amenities’ should be created in this devastated area, even if it meant ‘foregoing a more remunerative return on the land’. The proposal was accepted and in 1958 the site was

  compulsorily purchased by the city of London and the LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL.




  The architects Peter Chamberlin, Geoffry Powell and Christophe Bon, who had set up a practice in 1952 to design the nearby GOLDEN LANE Estate, were first commissioned to

  prepare a plan for the Barbican in 1954. After multiple revisions (which would continue long after construction had started) the 1959 version of their plan was accepted. Structural engineers Arup

  began clearing the site in 1960, demolishing any remaining buildings, removing all existing roads, sewers, gas and electricity mains and rerouting and encasing in tunnels the four railway tracks,

  one each of the CIRCLE and METROPOLITAN LINES of the UNDERGROUND and two of the suburban railway, that crossed the site.

  Building work began in 1963 and (with the exception of the BARBICAN CENTRE FOR ARTS AND CONFERENCES which was not completed until 1982) continued until 1973.




  Chamberlin, Powell and Bon’s Barbican Estate comprises 2,104 flats accommodating 6,500 people in a mixture of tall towers and long terrace blocks of up to eleven

  storeys, constructed of aggregate concrete, arranged round large courts or piazzas and connected by elevated walkways. Strongly influenced by le Corbusier and built to a very high standard, it

  manages to be at the same time both forbidding and intriguing, with an appropriate hint of the fortress in its massive theatricality. The development also includes the Barbican Arts Centre, new

  premises for the CITY OF LONDON SCHOOL FOR GIRLS and the GUILDHALL SCHOOL OF MUSIC AND DRAMA, the rebuilt St Giles Cripplegate church (now the

  Barbican Parish Church), 12 acres of landscaped garden and an ornamental lake. At 125 metres high and with 44, 44 and 43 floors respectively, the three towers, Lauderdale, Shakespeare and Cromwell,

  were the tallest residential buildings in Europe.




  The estate was initially intended to provide a democratic mixture of accommodation, with flats ranging in size from one room to five rooms at rents that would suit everyone from the impoverished

  filing clerk to the wealthy CITY financier. The 1980s property boom put paid to that utopian dream. The City Corporation started selling off the flats; by 2000 around 80 per

  cent were privately owned on 999-year leases and prices have soared. Much loved by those who live there (if more than a little bewildering to the occasional visitor), the Barbican has fully

  realized the architects’ stated aim of creating ‘a coherent residential precinct in which people can live both conveniently and with pleasure’.




  In 2001 the Barbican Estate was listed Grade II by ENGLISH HERITAGE. (See also BARBICAN CENTRE FOR ARTS AND CONFERENCES.)




  BARBICAN CENTRE FOR ARTS ANDCONFERENCES • Barbican, EC2. London’s equivalent of the Pompidou Centre in Paris and the Lincoln Center in New York, it lies

  in the middle of the BARBICAN development between two multi-storey blocks of flats, with a view towards ST PAUL’S CATHEDRAL. The area was

  heavily bombed during the BLITZ and the architects Chamberlin, Powell and Bon drew up the first plans for its redevelopment in 1956.




  Construction of the Centre began in 1971; it held its first commercial event, the annual general meeting of a large CITY company, on 30 April 1981 and was officially

  opened by the Queen on 3 March 1982, having cost approximately £153 million. Less successful in design terms than the residential elements of the Barbican Estate (one critic suspected that

  working on the project for so many years had driven the architects insane), its layout is even more confusing, its maze of walkways, landings and staircases ‘having no immediately apparent

  correspondence with the venues they serve’ (Bradley and Pevsner). The art gallery, on two storeys with around 1,500 square metres of exhibition space, is one of the largest in London. There

  are three cinemas, with seating capacities of 280, 255 and 153 respectively. The concert hall consists of three curved tiers with a seating capacity of 2,026. The stage can be extended over the

  front two rows of seats to make room for a choir. Acoustics are improved by balls attached to the ceiling and by hardboard covering on the undersides of the seats. The hall is the home of the

  LONDON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA which plays 85 concerts a year. The Royal Shakespeare Company, founded in 1875, was resident company of the 1,166-seat Barbican Theatre from 1982

  to 2002. In 2001 the Barbican Estate, including the Arts Centre, the GUILDHALL SCHOOL OF MUSIC AND DRAMA and the Barbican Library (both under separate management but also

  part of the site), was listed Grade II by ENGLISH HERITAGE.




  Barclays Bank • 160 Piccadilly, W1. Designed by William Curtis Green in 1922 as a showroom for Wolseley Motors Ltd, whose cars were displayed to

  advantage on the marble floors of the exotic Renaissance interior. The company was bankrupt, however, by 1926 and the showroom was sold to Barclays who commissioned Curtis Green to convert it into

  a bank. As the original design for the exterior had been influenced by a bank in Boston admired by Curtis Green, he had merely to apply a few touches of detail to the outside such as the extra

  ironwork and bronze doors. The interior was enriched with lacquered decoration in the Japanese style which adorned tables, chairs, desks, cabinets and standard lamps. The Venetian red paint on the

  banking hall columns was said to be 26 coats thick. The West End flagship of Barclays Bank from 1926 to 2000, it was refurbished first as a Chinese restaurant and then as a smart eatery named,

  appropriately enough, The Wolseley.




  BARCLAYS BANK PLC • Canary Wharf, E14. Created by the merger of 20 private banks in 1896, this leading clearing bank had direct links with London banking in

  the 17th and 18th centuries. Barclay and Co. was originally a goldsmith’s business established in about 1690 by John Freame, subsequently of the Black Spread Eagle in LOMBARD

  STREET. The Barclay family entered the partnership in 1736, when Freame’s daughter married James Barclay, and was subsequently joined by the Bevan and Tritton families. Their

  acquisitions included Spooner, Attwood and Co. (established at FISH STREET HILL in 1801) and Ransom, Bouverie and Co. of PALL MALL, founded in 1786.

  The amalgamation of 1896 also embraced Goslings and Sharpe of the Three Squirrels in FLEET STREET. This bank had originally been a goldsmith’s concern, established by

  Henry Pinckney in about 1650. Barclays Bank’s later amalgamations included the London Provincial and South Western Bank, which brought its large network of London branches into Barclays in

  1918, and Martin’s Bank in 1969. Martin’s had evolved from a goldsmith’s business established by Sir Thomas Gresham, founder of the ROYAL EXCHANGE in the

  late 16th century. Based at the Grasshopper in Lombard Street, Martin’s was operating as a bank by the beginning of the 18th century. It subsequently became a leading clearing bank, with

  strong branch representation in London and the north-west.




  In 1981, Barclays became the first foreign bank to file with the US Securities and Exchange Commission and raise long-term capital on the New York market, and in 1986 it became the first British

  bank to have its shares listed on the New York and Tokyo stock exchanges. Barclays has grown to become one of the world’s largest global financial services providers, operating in over 60

  countries with over 20 million customers and more than 78,400 employees. In 2005 Barclays Bank plc moved its head office to CANARY WHARF.




  BARHAM HOUSE and PARK HOUSE • 33 and 35 High Street, Hampton, Middlesex. The house now forming these two houses was in being by about 1650. With 16

  hearths it rivalled the house that became GARRICK’S VILLA as the largest in HAMPTON. In the 1670s it was owned by Henry Cooke, Master of the

  Children of the CHAPEL ROYAL, and composer of the music written for Charles II’s coronation. Henry Cooke left the house to his pupil and son-in-law Pelham Humfrey, who

  succeeded to the office of Master of the Children. Henry Cooke taught most of the composers of the English School of the Restoration, among them John Blow and Henry Purcell. A later owner

  (1714–61) was Anne Bynns, who married Sir John Shadwell as his second wife. Sir John was the son of Thomas Shadwell, Dryden’s successor as Poet Laureate. He

  became Physician-in-Ordinary to Queen Anne and was present at her death. From 1812 to 1844 the house was used by a ‘Young Gentlemen’s Boarding Academy’ and shortly after was

  divided into two. The right-hand part, Park House, was the first headquarters of the Hampton Local Board 1890–4, and one of the rooms was used as Hampton’s first public library.




  Baring Brothers and Co. Ltd • ’There are six great powers in Europe’, declared a 19th-century Duc de Richelieu, ‘England, France, Russia,

  Austria, Prussia and Baring Brothers.’ The oldest merchant bank in London until its spectacular demise, the business was established by John and Francis Baring in QUEEN

  STREET in 1762. It was originally a merchant house, trading internationally in commodities, but banking for overseas merchants emerged as a major part of the business before 1800. Issues of

  securities were made in the 1780s for the British Government, and this became a major part of the business in the 19th century with the principal clients being based in the USA, Canada, Argentina

  and Russia. The business, known as Baring Brothers & Co. from 1807, was reconstructed as a limited company in 1890 following the Baring Crisis when Barings was rescued by a Bank of England

  loan. Located initially in Queen Street and later in MINCING LANE and DEVONSHIRE SQUARE, from 1805 Barings’ headquarters were in BISHOPGATE. The activities of the group embraced corporate finance and banking, investment management and security trading, all internationally based.




  The end came suddenly for this historic city institution, merchant banker to (among others) the Queen. Its chief trader on the Singapore Monetary Exchange, Nick Leeson, started losing money on

  previously successful dealings in the futures market. By the end of 1994 his losses on behalf of Barings had mounted to more than $500 million; he disguised these by hiding them in a secret account

  and was wired further funds from London to continue trading. Two months later his losses reached $1.3 billion – more than the bank’s entire capital and reserves; in February 1995 Leeson

  went on the run and Barings went into meltdown. Investors lost their savings, some 1,200 Barings employees lost their jobs, many Barings executives who were involved in the failure to control

  Leeson either resigned or were sacked, and the ‘rogue trader’ himself was arrested in Germany and extradited back to Singapore where he was sentenced to six and a half years in jail.

  Meanwhile Barings was bought for the princely sum of £1 by the Dutch banking and insurance group ING, who have since divested themselves of the Baring name.




  BARKING • Essex. Derives its name from Berecingum – Berica’s people. It lies east of the RODING RIVER between the

  THAMES to the south and ILFORD to the north. It was one of the earliest Saxon settlements in Essex, with the town developing beside BARKING ABBEY at the head of Barking Creek. The parish was included in the Manor of Barking. ILFORD and Chadwell wards in the north were also part of the

  ecclesiastical parish of Barking until 1830 and of the civil parish until 1888. After the DISSOLUTION many landowners in Barking were London merchants, several becoming

  LORD MAYORS OF LONDON, including Sir Crisp Gascoyne, first occupant of the present MANSION HOUSE, whose great granddaughter, Frances, married James

  Cecil, 2nd Marquess of Salisbury.




  For 500 years the most important industry in Barking was fishing; in the middle of the 19th century some 220 Barking smacks were crewed by 1,370 men and boys. But by the end of the century the

  fleet had moved to Yarmouth and Gorleston, whence rapid railway transport sped the fish to London. The coming of the railway to Barking in 1854 hastened expansion of the town over surrounding farms

  and market gardens. The population of 21,547 in 1901 reached 78,170 in 1951 but then declined by some 1,200 a year. Industries are now concentrated towards the south-west, near the Roding and

  between Ripple Road (A13) and the Thames. Barking Power Station, one of the largest in Europe, closed in 1981 after 56 years’ production. A freightliner terminal opened in 1972 on some 30

  acres of railway sidings south of Ripple Road. That part of Barking west of the Roding and containing BECKTON GAS works was amalgamated with EAST HAM

  into the London Borough of NEWHAM. In 1965 Barking was amalgamated with DAGENHAM into the London Borough of Barking and Dagenham.




  The South-East Essex Technical College designed by J. Stuart was opened in 1936, became the Barking Precinct of the North-East London Polytechnic in 1970 and since 1992 has been part of the

  UNIVERSITY OF EAST LONDON. The Town Hall and Assembly Hall, designed in 1936 by Herbert Jackson and Reginald Edmonds respectively, were delayed by the war and not built

  until 1954–8. Barking railway station was rebuilt 1956–61. The Central Library opened in 1974 and there are several modern office blocks. Post-war housing developments include the

  Thames View, Lintons and Gascoigne estates. Part of the main shopping area, East Street, was made into a pedestrian precinct; and the area surrounding ST MARGARET’S

  CHURCH and BARKING ABBEY declared a conservation area. Elizabeth Fry, the prison reformer, was buried in the Quaker burial ground, which is now a public garden.




  In 2002 the Mayor of London launched a framework for the development of ‘London Riverside’, running from Barking Creek to Rainham Marshes, a project intended to bring some 20,000

  homes and 25,000 new jobs to the area.




  Barking Abbey • The greatest Benedictine nunnery in the country at the time of the DISSOLUTION. It was founded in about 666 by St

  Erkenwald, with his sister, St Ethelburga, as first abbess. Later abbesses included St Hildelitha, three queens (Alftrudis, widow of King Edgar; Maud, wife of Henry I; and Matilda, wife of King

  Stephen) and two princesses (Maud, daughter of Henry II; and Maud, daughter of King John). Early endowments of land and property constituted the Manor of BARKING and

  comprised ILFORD and DAGENHAM as well as Barking. Other property included ALL HALLOWS BY THE TOWER. William the Conqueror

  stayed at Barking after his coronation and confirmed the Abbey charters. The abbey was dissolved in 1539; its buildings were demolished and their materials used for royal properties at Dartford and

  GREENWICH. Only the 15th-century Curfew Tower remains intact, with its 12th- or early 13th-century carved stone rood in the chapel over the gateway leading into ST MARGARET’S churchyard. Preserved in the church are a fragment of the shaft of a Saxon carved cross and a black marble slab inscribed with the name of an 11th-century

  abbess.




  BARKING CREEK • The mouth of the RODING RIVER between the EAST HAM and BARKING by-pass (A13)

  and the THAMES, Barking Creek has never been a place of great beauty, running as it does through mudflats and between industrial buildings. To the west is the northern outfall of London’s main drainage (see DRAINS AND SEWERS) and the BECKTON Sewage Treatment Works, the largest

  sewage treatment works in the UK treating the waste water for a population of 3 million. In 2002 the London Development Agency designated the brownfield site to the east between Barking Creek and

  Rainham Marshes as ‘London Riverside’; regeneration plans include 10,000 new homes to be built over a 15- to 20-year period, giving residents of Barking and Dagenham access to the river

  for the first time. The 60-metre-high Barking Creek Flood Barrier, opened in 1982 as part of the London FLOOD prevention scheme, stands like a guillotine over the mouth of

  the creek; its drop gate is held out of the water when not in use, allowing uninterrupted passage by shipping.




  On 6 September 1939, the third day of the 2nd World War, the strangely misnamed Battle of Barking Creek led to the death of the first fighter pilot to be killed in the war. An air raid warning

  led to a squadron of Hurricanes from North Weald and another of Spitfires from HORNCHURCH being scrambled to intercept ‘enemy aircraft’ over West Mersea. The two

  sets of fighters engaged each other, two Hurricanes were lost and Pilot Officer M.L. Hulton-Harrop was killed. The incident was attributed to a technical fault at the Chain Home Radio Direction

  Finding (radar) station, jittery nerves and poor flying conditions. The name has never been explained.




  BARKSTON GARDENS • SW5. Built in 1886 and named after Barkston Ash, the Yorkshire parliamentary seat of Colonel Robert Gunter, the ground landlord. Ellen

  Terry lived at No. 22 in 1889–1902.




  BARNARDO’S • Head Office – Tanners Lane, Barkingside, Ilford, Essex. Thomas John Barnardo was born in Dublin in 1845. In 1866, wanting to become a

  medical missionary in China, he came to study at the LONDON HOSPITAL. He was appalled by the living conditions of the London poor, especially the children, and started a

  ragged school at Hope Place, STEPNEY. One of his pupils, Jim Jarvis, showed him some of the ‘lays’ where the children slept. Dr Barnardo decided ‘to do

  something about it’, and by 1870 had raised enough money (including contributions from philanthropists like Lord Shaftesbury) to open his first home for destitute lads at Stepney Causeway. In

  1874, after the death of a boy he had been forced to turn away for lack of room, he adopted the slogan ‘the Ever Open Door’ and founded many more homes, schools and clubs for children

  in need. By the time Thomas Barnardo died in 1905, the charity he founded ran 96 homes caring for more than 8,500 children. In 1988 the organization changed its name from Dr Barnardo’s to

  Barnardo’s to reflect the contrast with its Victorian past. The last traditional-style home closed in 1989. Now Barnardo’s focuses on keeping children in ordinary family homes,

  preventing family breakdown through day care services, finding foster homes for children in need and addressing such issues as homelessness, child sexual abuse and children affected by

  HIV/Aids.




  BARNARD’S INN – see INNS OF CHANCERY.




  Barn Elms • Rocks Lane, SW13. Formerly the manor house of BARNES, held by the Dean and Chapter of ST

  PAUL’S until 1504 when they leased it to Sir Henry Wyatt. It was forfeited to the Crown on the attainder and execution of his grandson, Sir Thomas Wyatt, for rebellion against Mary I.

  Sir Francis Walsingham leased the estate in 1579 and entertained Elizabeth I here on three occasions; his son-in-law the Earl of Essex also lived here occasionally. In the 17th century it was the

  subject of lawsuits between the Ferrers and Cartwright families and frequently let to tenants, including the poet Abraham Cowley 1662–5. The gardens were a fashionable resort mentioned by

  Pepys and Congreve.




  Thomas Cartwright rebuilt the manor house in 1694 and a second house on the estate was leased to Jacob Tonson, the publisher and secretary of the KITCAT CLUB, whose

  members presented him with their portraits by Kneller. His nephew, Jacob II, built a separate gallery for them and acquired land to the west of Barn Elms. In the 1730s the main house became the

  residence of Sir Richard Hoare (later LORD MAYOR of London), whose son, also Sir Richard, extended it and landscaped the grounds. The Hoare family sold the estate to the

  Hammersmith Bridge Company in the early 1820s. William Cobbett briefly rented the home farm 1828–30. The house and grounds became the Ranelagh Club from 1884 until 1939, but the house became

  derelict and was demolished following a fire in 1954. The grounds have been absorbed into a sports centre and nature reserve.




  BARNES • SW13. According to Domesday Book, the manor (berne=barn) was in the possession of the canons of ST PAUL’S

  but certain dues were payable to the Archbishop of Canterbury as Lord of the Manor of MORTLAKE. Barnes should, however, be considered as a separate manor. The Dean and

  Chapter of St Paul’s held it throughout the Middle Ages and still retain the right to nominate the rector. Until the early 19th century the village was considered remote as the approaches

  were either from the river or by foot across the COMMON. The only road led from MORTLAKE along the Terrace by way of the High Street and the present

  Church Road to the entrance of BARN ELMS. The construction of CASTELNAU in 1827 and Lonsdale Road in 1846 to provide access from HAMMERSMITH BRIDGE, and the arrival of the railway, also in 1846, heralded a century of large-scale development. On the other hand, the shape of the village centre with its large green

  and pond has remained intact and retains a leafy, rural character which is bolstered further by the spacious Common to the south and the 105-acre LONDON WETLAND CENTRE to the north-east.




  In an island of houses on the common at Mill Hill is the site of the former windmill and the original miller’s house (now part of Mill Hill Lodge). In the mid-18th century there was an

  uninterrupted view of the rectory, the church, the Homestead and Byfield House (now demolished). Further large houses stood around the green and pond, including MILBOURNE

  HOUSE. Humbler dwellings and shops lined the High Street but, apart from the uneven stretch of houses in BARNES TERRACE, the village was orientated away from the

  river.




  Brewing was a local industry and there were a number of inns, most of which have disappeared or have been rebuilt. The Sun, near the pond, retains its 18th-century building and the former Rose,

  of Jacobean timber-framed construction, is now 70 High Street (Barnes Community Association). St Michael’s and All Angels, Westfields (1891–3) is by Charles Innes. A BLUE PLAQUE at Milbourne House, Station Road, commemorates the residence here of the novelist Henry Fielding.




  BARNES COMMON • SW13. Barnes Common covers about 120 acres and was used jointly by the townships of BARNES and PUTNEY until 1589 when a dispute arose, the outcome of which was that the men of Barnes refused to allow the men of Putney to use the common. Before being drained in the second half of

  the 19th century, the common was virtually marshland and natural history societies, then as now, found it an interesting area for research.




  On 16 September 1977 musician Marc Bolan of T.Rex was killed when the Mini in which he was travelling smashed into a sycamore tree by the junction of Queen’s Ride and Gypsy Lane on the

  edge of Barnes Common. The tree has since become a Marc Bolan shrine; the bronze bust of Bolan beside it was unveiled by his son in 2002.




  BARNES RAILWAY BRIDGE • Chiswick–Barnes. The oldest bridge remaining below RICHMOND. It was built 1846–9 by Joseph Locke

  and J.E. Errington for the London and South Western Railway. The part of the original structure which survives is a cast-iron arch bridge with open spandrels vertically ribbed and now disused. The

  bridge was strengthened 1891–5 and a footbridge added on the downstream side.




  BARNES TERRACE • SW13. A piecemeal ribbon development facing the river and containing a number of 18th- and early-19th-century houses retaining original

  features including much attractive early ironwork. Past residents have included the actor John Moody (No. 11); the playwrights John O’Keefe (No. 30) and Richard Brinsley Sheridan; the art

  nouveau designer Christopher Dresser; the writer W.E. Henley (No. 9) and the composer Gustav Holst (No. 10). Outside their house, No. 28, the master spy the Comte d’Antraigues and his wife,

  the singer Madame St-Huberty, were murdered by their Italian valet in 1812.




  BARNET – see EAST BARNET, HIGH BARNET and FRIERN BARNET.




  BARNSBURY • Islington, N1. Standing on the high ridge of Islington hill, until the 1820s Barnsbury commanded views to HIGHGATE and the

  CITY. Reed Moat Field, a moated mound on the site of Mountford House, Barnsbury Square, is popularly identified as the camp of Suetonius Paulinus during his campaign against

  Boudicca. In fact it belonged to a moated grange of Barnsbury or Bernersbury manor, part of the larger Yseldon manor, held of the canons of ST PAUL’S from the late

  13th century until 1532 by Ralph de Berners and his descendants, from whom the name derives. Barnsbury’s land extended far beyond today’s suburb, from below Highgate almost to the

  ANGEL. After passing, chiefly by marriage, through the wealthy local families of Fowler, Fisher and Halton, it was devised by Sir William Halton in 1754 to his godson

  William Tufnell Joliffe. In 1822 the trustees of Joliffe’s descendant, William Tufnell, a minor, secured a private Act enfranchising the land, which was then disposed of on leases. Thus rural

  Barnsbury joined the building boom.




  In the hilltop fields, near the present corner of Barnsbury and Dewey Roads, was the WHITE CONDUIT, once the CHARTERHOUSE water supply. Open-air

  religious and political gatherings were held here; and City holidaymakers flocked to the White Conduit House and its gardens. In the 1780s aristocratic cricket was played on the grounds of a tea

  house and dairy owned by Thomas Albion Oldfield (see WHITE CONDUIT CLUB). Cricket subsequently moved to LORD’S; the Albion tea house and

  the White Conduit became public houses; and the fields were built over.




  On the site of College Cross, farther north, the Loyal Islington Volunteers exercised in the 1790s. Richard Laycock’s, one of Islington’s two longest-surviving dairy farms

  (see LIVERPOOL ROAD), remained with its cattle lairs until after SMITHFIELD closed in 1855. Market and botanic gardens also flourished here,

  notably Harvey’s (see LIVERPOOL ROAD) and that of Dr William Pitcairn, President of the ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS (1775–85), who

  created a 5-acre garden now covered by Almeida Street and Waterloo Terrace.




  Between 1812 and 1820 the REGENT’S CANAL’S famous Islington tunnel, 887 metres long, was excavated under the hill, from Muriel Street, west of the White

  Conduit, to Colebrooke Row, with a handsome arch at either end. A granite and York stone retaining wall at the Barnsbury end was demolished in 1981 during a massive council housing development.




  At first by degrees, then wholesale from the 1820s, Barnsbury’s pond-strewn pastures and gardens were broken up for brickmaker’s clay and built over to form a middle-class

  residential suburb. Chief among new estates were the CLOUDESLEY, or STONEFIELD (1824 onwards), MILNER-GIBSON (1829–41),

  Cubitt’s Manchester Terrace (now 222–266 LIVERPOOL ROAD) and College Cross (1827 onwards), the DRAPERS’ COMPANY’S Lonsdale

  Square (1838–43), and the Thornhill family’s 86 acres on the western hillside above CALEDONIAN ROAD (1840s–50s). Barnsbury’s idiosyncratic squares,

  villas and terraces, many of them still a feature of the district, date from this period. Its few public buildings were naturally sited along its perimeter, in Liverpool Road: the 18th-century

  workhouse, replaced in 1872 by an odd turreted building used as the Relieving Office and until 1969 as the Registrar’s Office; the London Fever Hospital (1848), later part of the London Free

  Hospital and in 1990–1 reconstructed for other purposes; and the ROYAL AGRICULTURAL HALL (1862), now the BUSINESS DESIGN DISTRICT.




  With the extension of the railways, Barnsbury’s new population of prosperous tradesmen, minor professional men and school proprietors moved to still newer suburbs, and its status declined.

  From the end of the century it became, like much of ISLINGTON, a shabby district of absentee landlords and small tenancies. Since the 2nd World War whole streets have been

  demolished, many replaced by council estates, some planted as a park. Others have been fashionably restored with, for instance, Gibson Square in the vanguard of GENTRIFICATION from as early as the late 1950s.




  BARONS COURT • Fulham, W14. A late-19th-century development to the west of NORTH END ROAD, given the name by its owner, Sir William

  Palliser, in allusion to the Court Baron held by the Lord of the Manor. The roads of the estate, many of them being named after members of the Palliser family and their estates, form a series of

  parallelograms between Perham Road and the busy TALGARTH ROAD extension of CROMWELL ROAD with the PICCADILLY and DISTRICT LINES beneath and alongside it. On the west side is QUEEN’S CLUB.




  BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE • EC1. Named after the nearby church of ST BARTHOLOMEW THE GREAT. In 1633 Hubert Le Sueur lived here while making

  the equestrian statue of Charles I now in TRAFALGAR SQUARE (see STATUES). John Milton hid in the Close for some time in the spring of 1660

  until the Act of Oblivion pardoned him for seditious works. In 1697, ‘next door to Mr Downinge’s the Printers’, William Hogarth was born, the son of a scholar turned

  bookseller’s hack. In 1725 Benjamin Franklin worked in Palmer’s Printing Office in the former Lady Chapel of St Bartholomew the Great. Washington Irving took lodgings here when he

  visited England as a young man. At No. 87–88 is Butchers’ Hall. Many of the buildings house departments of ST BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL (Bart’s).




  Bartholomew Fair • Founded at SMITHFIELD by Rahere, the court jester to Henry I, who, taken ill during a

  pilgrimage to Rome and determined to reform his life, had founded a priory and hospice dedicated to St Bartholomew in 1133 (see ST BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL). The

  priory received a very considerable income from the tolls of the fair which were granted to it by royal charter in 1133. Bartholomew became the greatest cloth fair in the country, being held

  annually for three days from the eve of St Bartholomew’s Day (24 August). Even after he was made Prior, Rahere, as Lord of the Fair, was not above performing juggling tricks at the fair.




  The CORPORATION OF LONDON held a cattle fair at the same time and priory and CITY constantly disputed the rights to tolls. In 1445 they became

  joint Lords of the Fair. In 1538, after the priory’s dissolution, its rights were granted to Sir Richard Rich. Even then disagreements continued as the rival authorities wrangled over the

  fair’s finances until an uneasy peace was patched up between them in 1596 and in 1604 the Corporation took over control. In the 17th century St Bartholomew’s became more important as a

  centre of general entertainment than as a cloth fair and there were numerous booths where strolling players, wrestlers, dwarfs, fire-eaters and tight-rope walkers performed. Ben Jonson’s play

  Bartholomew Fair gives a good idea of what the fair was like in the early part of the century. Surprisingly, the fair was not suppressed by the Puritans; Richard Harper, visiting it in 1641,

  wrote a long description of it, including an account of ‘Hocus Pocus with three yards of tape or ribbon in his hand, showing the art of legerdemain to the admiration and astonishment of a

  company of cockoloaches’. Sir John Shorter, LORD MAYOR of London, came to open the fair with the usual ceremonies in 1688 and in drinking the traditional tankard of

  wine with the Keeper of NEWGATE flapped the lid of his tankard down so loudly that his horse shied and threw him. He died the next day.




  For the next 150 years the entertainments flourished. The Prince of Wales made a visit in great state in 1740. The fair became renowned for the fine quality of the presentations in its many

  theatrical booths. After a visit in 1825 William Hone reported in his Every Day Book seeing ‘four lively little crocodiles hatched from eggs at Peckham by steam, Womball and his

  menagerie, a glass blower in a glass wig blowing tea cups for 3d each’. The City authorities saw the fair as encouraging public disorder and, having bought the rights in 1830 from Lord

  Kensington, were finally in a position to suppress it in 1855. It was replaced in 1866 by SMITHFIELD MARKET.




  BARTON STREET • SW1. Takes its name from Barton Booth, the actor and husband of the 1st Duke of Marlborough’s mistress, who owned land in the area.

  Built in the 1720s and still largely 18th century, the houses are much sought after by Members of Parliament. T.E. Lawrence was living at No. 14 in 1922 where, in the attic above the office of the

  architect Sir Herbert Baker, he ‘found a haven of peace’. The first Director-General of the BBC, Lord Reith, lived at No. 6 in 1924–30.




  BASIL STREET • SW3. First known as North Street at its east end and as Upper North Street at its west end. It was cut in 1773 as a service road to Henry

  Holland’s development of HANS TOWN. Mr Harrod considered the area evil and dangerous in the 1880s; but the prosperity and expansion of his store gradually eliminated

  the slums. Most of the modern blocks of flats date from the 1890s when much of the redevelopment of the area was carried out. The Basil Street Fire Station was built in 1904. The Basil Street Hotel

  (92 bedrooms) was built in 1910 upon the original KNIGHTSBRIDGE UNDERGROUND station which had been completed in 1905 – the lounge was made out of the old booking-hall

  and a ventilating shaft still runs right through the building. The Capital Hotel (48 bedrooms) is at Nos 22–24. The name of the street was changed in 1906 for reasons unknown.




  BASILICA – see FORUM.




  BASINGHALL STREET • EC2. The Basings, a wealthy and influential City family of the 13th century, had a house here which gave its name to the street and the

  CITY Ward. Stow wrongly said the house became BAKEWELL HALL. The WEAVERS’ COMPANY had their hall here from the 15th

  century until 1856, the COOPERS’ from 1547 until 1867, the GIRDLERS’ from 1431 to 1940, and the MASONS’

  from 1483 to 1864. Until 1899 the Church of ST MICHAEL BASSISHAW stood on the east side. Hugh Myddelton, goldsmith, banker and creator of the NEW

  RIVER, had his office in this street. He was one of the first British tobacco smokers and used to sit in the doorway chatting and sharing a pipe with Sir Walter Raleigh, much to the

  amazement of passers-by. The west side is taken up by the GUILDHALL complex; the offices on the east side are gradually being replaced by newer, taller blocks.




  BASKETMAKERS’ COMPANY – see CITY LIVER COMPANIES.




  BATEMAN STREET • W1. Formerly known as Queen Street, it was described by Strype in 1720 as ‘a Place not very considerable, having on the North side dead

  Walls, which generally are dirty and ill-kept’. This north side was built up in the 1770s, much of the south side – which was originally developed in the 1680s – having been

  rebuilt in the 1730s. Its present name – in use since 1884 – is derived from the Viscounts Bateman of MONMOUTH HOUSE. The Carlisle Arms at No. 2 and the Dog and

  Duck at No. 18 occupy sites where taverns of the same name have existed since 1752 and 1734 respectively.




  Bath Club • 43 Brook Street. Founded in 1894 by two members of the CARLTON CLUB and some of their friends who lamented the fact

  that there was no club in London where they could swim. They consequently took the Marquess of Abergavenny’s house in DOVER STREET and converted the ballroom into a

  swimming bath. After this house had been burned down in 1941, the club moved for a short time to the LANSDOWNE CLUB, and then to the CONSERVATIVE

  CLUB in ST JAMES’S STREET (which had no swimming bath). Having merged with the CONSERVATIVE CLUB – to form what was dubbed

  ‘the Lava-Tory’ – the Bath moved to the Brook Street address in 1959. The Flyfishers’ Club, formerly at WHITEHALL COURT, found a home here. The club

  closed in June 1981.




  Bath House • 82 Piccadilly, at the west corner of Bolton Street. Originally built by the statesman William Pulteney, Earl of Bath, the bitterest

  opponent of George I’s first minister Robert Walpole. After his death in 1764 it was occupied for a time by the Duke of Portland before being rebuilt in 1821 by Alexander Baring, later Lord

  Ashburton. He was for many years head of the great banking house of BARING BROTHERS. In about 1900 the interior was remodelled for Sir Julius Wernher, the financier and

  philanthropist. The house was demolished in 1960.




  BATHS – see PUBLIC LAVATORIES AND PUBLIC BATHS.




  Batson’s Coffee House • 17 Cornhill. Established in the 1690s it was, according to the London Gazette, ‘much frequented by men of

  intelligence for conversation’. It was also used as a business address by a variety of traders including Turkey merchants, silk brokers, exchange brokers and Russia merchants. It was, in

  addition, a house of call for physicians who, in the words of the Connoisseur, ‘flock together like birds of prey watching for carcases at Batson’s’. Sir William Blizard,

  the distinguished surgeon, regularly attended here for consultations, and was said to have been the last medical man in London to do so. It also attracted quacks; at one time the ‘Right New

  Cold Drawn Linseed-Oyl which is so famous for the distempers, Pthisick, colds and the only remedy for the plurisie’ was available here. Sir William Brown the physician continued to be a

  customer in his eighties. One day in 1771 he presented himself in his fine lace coat and fringed white gloves to show himself to the LORD MAYOR. Another customer commented

  that he looked very well. ‘I have,’ he explained, ‘neither wife nor debts.’ The house is believed to have closed in the 1830s.




  BATTERSEA • SW11, SW8. First recorded in a charter of ad 693, granting Batrices Ege to the Abbess of BARKING. The name means

  Badric’s Island, the original site being surrounded by water or marshland. The existence of a Saxon settlement has been confirmed by excavations. Earlier occupation is indicated by objects of

  stone, bronze and iron, found mainly in the THAMES, the best-known example being the Battersea Shield, now in the BRITISH MUSEUM. The old village was

  centred on Battersea Square. To the north-east was ST MARY’S church, which is mentioned in 1067. The old church was replaced by the present building in 1777, although

  some of the earlier memorials and stained glass have been retained. Next to the church was the manor house, a large, rambling building. The greater part was demolished in 1778 and the rest early in

  the 20th century. The panelling and plaster ceiling from the Cedar Room were sold and re-erected in Philadelphia. A short distance away is OLD BATTERSEA HOUSE, built about

  1699 in the style of Wren. In danger of being demolished in 1930, it became a private home; it has recently been renovated and is probably the finest domestic building in the area. Nearby are the

  Vicarage and Devonshire House, two 18th-century survivals. In the Square is another building from the reign of Charles II, the Raven public house. This Dutch-gabled inn has remained relatively

  unaltered for the last 300 years.




  Until the late 19th century the chief local occupation was market gardening, the soil in the area being particularly fertile. The main crops were carrots, melons, lavender and the famous local

  asparagus sold in ‘Battersea bundles’. Although the area was mainly agricultural, several industrial concerns developed from the late 17th century. These included a pottery,

  copper-works, a lime kiln, chemical works, docks, wharves and several windmills. One of the latter was the strange ‘horizontal mill’, which was worked by a set of internal vertical

  paddles. In 1806, Marc Brunel set up his veneer works, adding machinery for making boots and shoes a few years later. For a short time Theodore Janssen manufactured his BATTERSEA

  ENAMELS at York House, the first example of the use of transfer printing on porcelain. The beginning of change came with the opening of the London and Southampton Railway in 1838 with its

  terminus at NINE ELMS. Next to the station a large depot and repair works grew up, creating many new jobs. Housing for the workers was required, and thus started the flood

  of new buildings. Within 30 years a great tangle of railway lines criss-crossed Battersea. The Nine Elms yard has now gone, replaced by the NEW CONVENT GARDEN MARKET. During

  the late 19th century new factories were established, such as Price’s Candle Factory, Morgan Crucible Company, Garton Hill’s Glucose Works and the Nine Elms Gas Works. Smaller concerns

  included laundries, a glove factory, starch and chemical works.




  With the influx of new industry the population increased at a great rate. In 1801 it was just over 3,000, climbing to over 107,000 in 1881 and reaching a peak in 1901 of nearly 169,000. This

  meant building 24,000 houses – many of the large estates, mainly in the southern half of Battersea, were sold to speculators and they were soon covered by rows of new homes. Gone are the

  original five houses of Bolingbroke Grove as well as the homes of William Wilberforce and Henry Thornton which faced CLAPHAM COMMON. A few survive, such as The Shrubbery,

  Gilmore House and Hollywood. In the north the old fields and market gardens were covered with houses, mostly by 1885.




  Down by the Thames was an area known as Battersea Fields. Over the years the area had been drained and had become one of the most fertile areas near London. A rather lonely place, it was ideal

  for the duel that took place between the Duke of Wellington and the Earl of Winchilsea. Along the riverside were places of refreshment and entertainment, including the notorious Red House. The area

  acquired an unsavoury reputation and through public agitation a part of it was developed as BATTERSEA PARK. In 1885 some of the remaining land was used to erect the Albert

  Palace, a huge structure of iron and glass which, sadly, was demolished within ten years. The rest of the open land was used for housing, such as the model development of the Shaftesbury Park

  Estate, built 1872–7 by the Artizans’, Labourers’ and General Dwellings Company on the site of a market garden. From its first meeting in November 1900, the new Metropolitan

  Borough of Battersea was fully aware of its responsibilities. In 1901, the Lombard Road generating station was built by the Works Department and part of the street lighting converted to

  electricity. The same year the Nine Elms Baths were opened. Housing too was not neglected, the old Latchmere allotments being used to build council houses, officially opened by John Burns. This

  programme of civic improvements was continued for the next 20 years. The former Battersea Town Hall in LAVENDER HILL was designed by E.W. Mountford (later architect of the

  OLD BAILEY), opened in 1893 and housed the council chambers until 1965 when Battersea became part of the London Borough of Wandsworth. Saved from demolition in 1979 by a

  local campaign, the Grade II* listed building reopened in 1981 as the Battersea Arts Centre. A plaque at No. 61 Shelgate Road commemorates the residence here of Edward Thomas, the essayist and

  poet. Another plaque at Battersea Vicarage, No. 42 Vicarage Crescent, commemorates the residence of Edward Adrian Wilson, the Antarctic explorer and naturalist, who lived here – it was then

  a mission house – when he was studying medicine in 1896. The Battersea Heliport off York Road is London’s only commercial heliport.




  Since the mid-1990s much new development has taken place along Battersea’s riverside. Price’s Candle Factory has been converted into luxurious modern apartments; the forbidding grey

  and orange triangle of Montevetro by Richard Rogers (1999) contains another 103 luxury apartments (and dwarfs St Mary’s Church); Oyster Wharf and Falcon Wharf are as huge and as ‘desirable’ as they are controversial; the names ‘Riverside Plaza’, ‘Plantation Wharf’, ‘Clovehitch Quay’, ‘Molasses House’,

  etc. are presumably intended to link these opulent enclaves to the history of their riverside sites but there is little to link any of these waterfront developments with the rest of Battersea and

  its community. Despite the developers’ incontrovertible claims that they are bringing new life to disused brownfield sites, even the London Assembly’s Planning Committee was quoted in

  2004 as warning that great stretches of the Thames were being ‘barricaded from the rest of London’ by private and gated developments, leaving only ‘a windswept and often

  forbidding riverside path for public use’.




  BATTERSEA BRIDGE • Chelsea–Battersea. The first bridge was built of wood to the designs of Henry Holland 1771–2. It replaced the regular ferry

  between CHELSEA and BATTERSEA. Then the only bridge between WESTMINSTER and PUTNEY, it transformed

  Chelsea from a village to a small town but had little effect on the development of Battersea. It was dangerous to shoot the arches and boats were often wrecked when they collided with the piers. It

  was demolished in 1881 but is remembered by the misty Nocturnes and etchings of Whistler. It was replaced 1886–90 by the present bridge with five cast-iron arches, designed by Sir Joseph

  Bazalgette.




  BATTERSEA DOGS’ HOME • Battersea Park Road, SW8. Founded at HOLLOWAY in 1860 by Mrs Mary Tealby as ‘The Temporary Home for

  Lost and Starving Dogs’. By 1869 there were about 200 dogs in the home at a time and the neighbours complained about the noise; so in 1871 she moved to BATTERSEA. The

  Home’s peak intake was in 1896, following a LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL muzzling order, when 42,614 dogs were taken in during the year. The home has also taken stray cats

  since 1882. In 2001 it received over 5,000 stray dogs and 1,300 stray cats. The idea of the Home was ridiculed at first but it soon gained a high reputation and it has helped to control rabies and

  educate the public to a better consideration of animals. In 1879 the Prince of Wales visited the Home and became its patron in 1884. Queen Victoria followed his example in 1885 and Queen Elizabeth

  II became patron in 1956. The home also has centres at Brands Hatch and Old Windsor.
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  Henry Holland’s wooden Battersea Bridge, depicted by Greaves in a watercolour of 1858.




  BATTERSEA ENAMELS • Small objects, such as snuffboxes and plaques, made in a workshop at York House, BATTERSEA, in the years 1753–6

  under the management of John Brooks who invented the process of transfer printing by which many of the objects were decorated.




  BATTERSEA PARK • SW11. Situated on the former common fields of BATTERSEA, the history of which can be traced back to the 7th century.

  It may have been the point where Julius Caesar crossed the THAMES to subdue the Catuvellauni tribe. In about 1560 the river was roughly embanked and it was here in 1671 that

  Colonel Blood hid in the reeds intending to shoot Charles II who was bathing. The Colonel confessed at his subsequent trial for his audacious attempt to steal the Crown Jewels that ‘his arm

  was checked by an awe of majesty’ (see TOWER OF LONDON).




  In 1829 the Duke of Wellington fought a duel here with Lord Winchilsea who had accused the Duke of treachery to the Protestant cause and treason against the

  constitution. Winchilsea kept his hand at his side when the Duke’s second gave the order to fire. The Duke consequently fired wide. Winchilsea then fired into the air and tendered an

  apology.




  The Red House tavern, an Elizabethan building of red brick adjoining the fields, attracted the riff-raff of London and nearby were grounds for pigeon and sparrow shooting. In summer gypsies

  camped on the fields. On Sundays fairs were held with horse and donkey racing, roundabouts, theatres, comic actors, dancers, conjurors and fortune tellers, gambling, drinking booths and hawkers and

  vendors of all kinds of articles. Thousands of people were landed by boat and eventually the Government was forced to intervene.




  At that time the fields comprised low marshes intersected by black streams and ditches and separated from the river only by a narrow raised causeway. Following suggestions by Thomas Cubitt in

  1843 to Queen Victoria’s Commission for Improving the Metropolis, an Act was passed in 1846 to enable the Commissioners to form a Royal Park in Battersea Fields at a cost not exceeding

  £200,000; 320 acres were purchased, 198 of which were to form the park, the remainder being leased for building. The surface was raised and the park laid out under the direction of Sir James

  Pennethorne. The park was opened in 1853. In 1860 a lake was excavated and in 1864 the subtropical garden was laid out. In 1885 the Albert Palace from the Dublin Exhibition of 1872 was erected at

  the south end of the park for concerts and art exhibitions, but these were rarely successful and the building was demolished in 1894.




  In 1896 the park was crowded with those who had fallen for the new craze of bicycling. Hundreds came to practise or to watch the participants, who were forbidden initially to ride in

  HYDE PARK. Battersea Park became and remained fashionable for this pastime.




  In 1951 part of the park was transformed into a pleasure garden for the FESTIVAL OF BRITAIN. The gardens were laid out by Osbert Lancaster and John Piper. The famous

  Battersea Fun Fair, created for the Festival, survived until 1972 when its rides were considered too old to be safe and it was closed down. In the park now there are a children’s zoo, a deer

  park, playing fields, tennis courts and an eight-lane running track. The stone sculpture Three Standing Figures is by Henry Moore (1948) and the bronze Single Form by Barbara Hepworth

  (1961–2). The Peace Pagoda, erected in 1985, was a gift from the Japanese Buddhist order Nipponzam Myohoji to encourage/celebrate world peace. It is built of reconstituted Portland stone and

  Canadian fir to a Japanese design. Four gilded figures of Lord Buddha adorn the interior depicting his birth, enlightenment, first sermon and parinirvana (attainment of nirvana).




  BATTERSEA or WEST LONDON EXTENSION RAILWAY BRIDGE • Chelsea–Battersea. The five-span wrought-iron bridge, highly reminiscent in form of the

  cast-iron SOUTHWARK BRIDGE, was built in 1861 by William Baker of the London and North Western Railway, which was part owner, with the Great Western, of the West London

  Extension Railway. The line connected the West London Railway with CLAPHAM JUNCTION. The WLR had been so frequently lampooned in Punch for going from nowhere to

  nowhere that it was known as ‘Mr Punch’s Railway’.




  BATTERSEA POWER STATION • The great power station at Kirtling Street, BATTERSEA was designed by Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, architect of

  Liverpool Anglican Cathedral. Station A opened in 1933. It originally had a 91-metre-high fluted chimney at each end, but was afterwards doubled in size, with two chimneys at the ends. Station B

  began operations in 1948, though the building was not completed until 1953. The vapour issuing from the four chimneys was white, having been separated from sulphur and other impurities by

  smoke-washing apparatus. There is a plaque in the wall commemorating Michael Faraday. Closed as a working station in 1983, the building’s future remained uncertain for a decade. Bought in

  1991 by an entrepreneur who had received planning permission for a leisure theme park but who later ran out of money, it was resold in 1993 to a property developer. In 2006 ‘a dynamic

  integrated environment of wide ranging occupational, recreational and residential functions and activities’ was promised.




  BATTLE OF BRITAIN MUSEUM – see ROYAL AIR FORCE MUSEUM.




  BATTLEBRIDGE BASIN • Caledonian Road/York Way, N1. Originally known as Horsfall Basin after its developer, this stretch of water on the REGENT’S CANAL just to the north-west of KING’S CROSS STATION is now named after a local hamlet whose battle is uncertain but whose bridge once

  spanned the river FLEET. In the 19th century the basin became a place of warehouses and evil-smelling industries but in the 1980s, like the CITY ROAD

  BASIN, it was largely reclaimed and redeveloped as part of a regeneration programme. The LONDON CANAL MUSEUM on New Wharf Road was an ice warehouse for an ice-cream

  maker, and Macmillan the publishers occupies two buildings, joined by a brave new atrium, that were once a bottling plant. A waterside inn, warehouses converted to offices and housing, some new

  building and much new paving complete the ensemble.




  BAYHAM STREET • NW1. Built early in the 19th century for artisans and named after Bayham Abbey, seat of the ground landlord, the Marquess of Camden. In

  1822–5 Charles Dickens and his parents lived at No. 16, a small house of four rooms, basement and garret which was rented for £22 a year. It stood in a row of 40. Dickens described its

  surroundings in Dombey and Son: ‘There were frowzy fields, and cow-houses, and dung hills, and dust-heaps, and ditches, and gardens, and summer-houses, and carpet-beating grounds . . .

  little tumuli of oyster shells in the oyster season, and of lobster shells in the lobster season, and of broken crockery and faded cabbage leaves in all seasons . . . posts, and rails, and old

  cautions to trespassers, and backs of mean houses, and patches of wretched vegetation.’ The house was demolished in 1910. The window of Dickens’s room in the garret is preserved at

  DICKENS HOUSE, DOUGHTY STREET.




  Baynard’s Castle – see CASTLE BAYNARD.




  BAYSWATER • W2. The southern part of PADDINGTON, covering the area south of the A40(M) Westway and the railway line into PADDINGTON STATION, Bayswater probably takes its name not, as is sometimes stated, from Ralph Baynard, friend of William the Conqueror, but from Bayard’s Watering, the chief of

  the district’s springs, situated near QUEENSWAY, which served originally as a natural drinking place for horses. In 1439 WESTMINSTER ABBEY

  granted a water supply from this source, the Bayswater Conduit, to the CITY of London. This flowed until 1812, when the water pipes interfered with plans for the development

  of the Bishop of London’s estate. For all its air of permanence and solidity, most of Bayswater is less than 150 years old. Development began with Tyburnia, at the

  eastern end of the BAYSWATER ROAD, bounded to the north by Sussex Gardens, or Grand Junction Road as it was first known. This road was planned as a bypass to link up with

  MARYLEBONE ROAD. After CONNAUGHT PLACE had been built between 1807 and 1815, Samuel Pepys Cockerell began to plan a lavish estate for the Bishop of

  London’s trustees, including a huge crescent overlooking HYDE PARK. CONNAUGHT SQUARE, with the streets immediately surrounding it and St

  George’s Burial Ground, was started during the 1820s. Cockerell died in 1827. His successor was George Gutch who had previously worked as surveyor to the GRAND JUNCTION

  HALL Company. George Ledwell Taylor and George Wyatt, with his brother Matthew, are thought to have acted as consultant architects to the estate, assisting Gutch. His approach to Tyburnia

  was more practical and modern than Cockerell’s, as shown in his final plan for the area, published in 1838. He abandoned the main crescent and introduced a series of connected squares, which

  though confusing to motorist, traffic engineer and even pedestrian today, have a pleasing variety.




  Tyburnia, known more prosaically today as the Hyde Park Estate, though attempts to revive the name persist, was at once popular. Thackeray, for example, made No. 18 Albion Street his first home

  after his marriage, living here 1836–7 with his mother and stepfather. Here his first daughter was born. As it was within quite easy reach of the city, wealthy merchants and fashionable

  Victorian society moved readily into the large houses of Bayswater. It may never have quite managed to rival BELGRAVIA, as had been the original intention, but it had

  instant appeal for the middle and upper middle classes. Architecturally, it reflects every shade of change in Victorian style. The transition from the chaste three-storey brick houses of the early

  Connaught Street area to the four- and five-storey stucco-faced mansions of the 1830s and later, with their attractive plasterwork ornamentation above and colonnaded entrances below, can be seen in

  close proximity. The influence of Nash and the REGENT’S PARK terraces may be observed. Hyde Park Gardens, designed by John Crake in the 1830s, is one of the best

  examples, with an extravagantly laid-out mews behind the entrances, while the main rooms look south over the park. The beautiful curved façade at the corner of Kendal and Connaught Streets

  was copied later in grander style as at the Victoria public house in SUSSEX PLACE.




  However, these gigantic mansions inevitably deteriorated, and after the 1930s, when leases began to expire, the CHURCH COMMISSIONERS completely rebuilt large sections of

  the area. Practical town houses now surround St John’s, Hyde Park Crescent, one of the focal points of Tyburnia, whilst behind, Anthony Minoprio’s Water Gardens and surrounding tower

  blocks of the early 1960s impressively set off the surviving 19th-century houses. Only the south side of GLOUCESTER SQUARE remains and No. 34, where Robert Stephenson, the

  railway engineer, lived 1847–59, has been rebuilt. Stephenson was godfather to Lord Baden-Powell, who was born at No. 11 Stanhope Terrace in 1857. SUSSEX SQUARE has

  been almost totally rebuilt, as has much of Hyde Park Street where W.H. Smith, founder of W.H. SMITH AND SON, lived at No. 12 in 1858–74. As the success of Tyburnia

  became apparent, the impetus of building spread rapidly to the west, and Bayswater’s magnificent terraces and squares were completed by around 1860. One of the grandest conceptions was

  LANCASTER GATE, while one of the oddest is the pair of perfectly matching dummy house fronts at 23–24 Leinster Gardens, built to conceal the surfacing of the

  DISTRICT and CIRCLE LINE. At Nos 37–38 Queen’s Gardens, Herbert Spencer the philosopher lived 1866–90, rowing on the Serpentine for

  relaxation. Colonel Crompton’s home in Porchester Gardens was the first private house in London to be lit effectively by electricity in 1879. Later he installed the lighting at Windsor Castle

  and the law courts. Several well-known literary figures lived in Bayswater, CRAVEN HILL being a particular centre. At No. 26 Bishop’s Bridge Road (now demolished)

  George Smith of Smith and Elder, the publishers of Jane Eyre, entertained Charlotte and Anne Bronte¨ when they first visited London in 1848.
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  George Train’s ‘improved street railway carriage’ passing Marble Arch on its way from Bayswater, then the height of fashion, to Paddington in 1861.




  Towards the boundary with KENSINGTON is an area where many developers had a hand in the 1850s, when WESTBOURNE GROVE was becoming a shopping

  centre. Beyond PALACE COURT and facing KENSINGTON PALACE GARDENS is the tiny Boundary House, built right over the ditch marking the ancient division

  between Kensington and PADDINGTON. ORME SQUARE and surroundings date from Regency times, while in Bishop’s Bridge Road the development of the

  Colonnades, designed by Farrell Grimshaw Partnership as a shopping centre with flats above, was completed in 1975. The Hallfield Estate opposite, built by Messrs Drake and Lasdun for the borough

  council after the last war, breaks the uniformity of the terraces more successfully. The break is helped by trees, which are a feature everywhere in Bayswater. Much of the area is still residential

  though with busy shopping streets on its perimeter (EDGWARE ROAD, QUEENSWAY, PRAED STREET) and many hotels. The Inverness Court Hotel, built in 1912, may be one of the

  earliest, although it was not intended as a hotel. It contains a small theatre, now the cocktail bar, and is supposed to have been built by Edward VII as a home for Lily Langtree.




  BAYSWATER ROAD • W2. Part of the Roman Via Trinobantia, this is one of London’s most pleasing tree-lined main roads. Its houses and terraces face

  HYDE PARK across the traffic and span over 200 years of different styles. The Swan and Black Lion public houses date from the 18th century, when this was a turnpike road,

  while Hyde Park Towers, a block of flats completed in 1980 beside Leinster Terrace, has a discretion contrasting sharply with the ‘dismally mediocre’ ROYAL LANCASTER

  HOTEL. HYDE PARK PLACE is dominated by Albion Gate, built in 1936 by S. Warwick. Hyde Park Gardens (see BAYSWATER) and LANCASTER GATE are 19th-century building at its most assured. Sir James Barrie the playwright lived from 1902 to 1909 at No. 100, on the corner of Leinster Terrace, where amongst other

  works he wrote Peter Pan; the smaller houses nearby were built as St Agnes Villas in the 1820s. Elms Mews follows the line of the much older Elms Lane. The

  extravagant late-Victorian Orme Court and Palace Court flank tiny ORME SQUARE. In 1861 George Train, an American, experimented with a horse-drawn tram along the Bayswater

  Road. Hotels now abound, some of many stars; as elsewhere they are liable to change their names whenever they change hands. On the Hyde Park side of Bayswater Road ‘the largest regular

  open-air art show in the world’ takes place on Sundays 10 a.m.–6 p.m. throughout the year. The exhibitors are often the artists, and all their work is for sale unless chalked on the

  pavement.




  BEADLES • In the city of London there are four types of official known as beadles. (1) The office of Ward Beadle existed in the early 15th century; its holder was

  responsible for supervision of the Watch, the lighting, cleaning and maintenance of the streets, the expulsion from the ward of thieves, rogues and other undesirables and a careful watch on

  taverns. Today he is the personal attendant of the ALDERMAN of his ward and is attired in a splendid gown and tricorne hat. He assists the Alderman to robe on ceremonial

  occasions. (2) Each CITY LIVERY COMPANY has its beadle, a general factotum to the Master, Wardens and Court of Assistants and the liaison officer between them and the rest

  of the company. He is the Clerk’s right-hand man and a useful intermediary between him and the public. On state occasions he carries a mace and leads the Master Wardens in procession. He is

  sometimes regarded as a sort of sergeant-major, but Blackham records that one company beadle returned to his post after service in the 1st World War with the rank of Brigadier-General. (3) The

  Parish Beadles, gowned and bearing silver-headed staves, attend with the parish clerks and the clergy of the City parishes on ceremonial occasions and assist them in other ways. (4) Finally there

  are the beadles who are guardians of security and provide information to visitors. These are exemplified by the Beadle of GUILDHALL, resplendent in frock coat and gold-laced

  top hat; the Beadle at the BANK OF ENGLAND, in braided gown and cocked hat and bearing a wand; and the ROYAL EXCHANGE Beadles, who support the

  COMMON CRYER when he reads a Royal Proclamation from the Exchange steps.




  BEAK STREET • W1. Built in three parts. The western end to Warwick Lane was part of the ancient highway between OXFORD CIRCUS and

  PICCADILLY. In about 1689 the section to Bridle Lane was developed by Thomas Beak, a Queen’s Messenger. The eastern end was built in about 1718. This part was known as

  Silver Street until 1883. At No. 23 there is a fine Regency shopfront. No. 40 is the site of the Crown Inn frequented by Newman Noggs in Nicholas Nickleby. It was demolished in 1921.

  Canaletto lodged at No. 41 with Richard Wiggan, a cabinetmaker, between 1749 and 1751; his stay is commemorated by a rare and ornate glazed BLUE PLAQUE by Doulton. It was

  from this address that Canaletto advertised his picture, A View of St James’s Park, which would be shown to ‘any gentleman that will be pleased to come to his house’. The

  fascia board of John Wilkes remains (2005) at No. 79, commemorating the last of the several gunmakers that used to be found in SOHO. The premises now house a gallery. The Academy Club is at No.

  51.




  Bear Gardens • Bear- and bull-baiting seem to have been introduced into England by Italians in the reign of King John, for whom a display was put on at

  Ashby-de-la-Zouch in Leicestershire. But the first reference to the so-called sport in London is at BANKSIDE in 1546. Henry VIII came here; and Elizabeth I brought the

  French and Spanish ambassadors. In 1604 Edward Alleyn, founder of DULWICH COLLEGE, was appointed Master Overseer and Ruler of the Bears, Bulls and Mastiff Dogs. As well as

  on Bankside, there were bear gardens at TOTHILL FIELDS, Hockley in the Hole, SAFFRON HILL and ISLINGTON. They were less well

  attended in the 17th century than they had been in the 16th, but the sport remained popular. Cromwell tried to suppress it but failed. Pepys took his wife to a display in August 1666 and ‘saw

  some good sport of the bulls tossing the dogs, one into the very boxes’. But he thought it a ‘very rude and nasty pleasure’. So did Evelyn, who in June 1670 went with some friends

  ‘to the Beare Gardens, where was cock-fighting, dog-fighting, bear and bull baiting . . . One of the bulls tossed a dog full into a lady’s lap, as she sate in one of the boxes at a

  considerable height from the arena. Two poor dogs were killed, and so all ended with the ape on horseback, and I most heartily weary of the rude and dirty pastime.’ Soon after this the

  Bankside bear garden was closed, but others continued until as late as 1835 when the sport was at last forbidden by law.




  BEATING THE BOUNDS • This ancient ceremony takes place in the CITY and its Liberties from time to time. Formerly carried out on one of the

  three Rogation Days before Ascension Day, it has since the Reformation taken place on Ascension Day itself. The custom was for the priest and people of a parish, led by the BEADLE and churchwardens, to perambulate the boundaries to confirm the extent of it, and to press the charity school boys into service and bump them into the boundary walls to help them

  remember the exact spot. It was also the practice to beat the boys with willow wands where no wall existed, for the same purpose. Today the boys carry the wands and thrash the buildings at certain

  points along the parish boundary. Their perambulation is simplified by the City’s leaden boundary marks which are set in the walls of buildings crossing the boundary line. It was until

  recently possible to see between the GUILDHALL LIBRARY corridor and the GUILDHALL ART GALLERY the marks of four parishes whose boundaries intersected

  at that point.




  BEAUCHAMP PLACE • SW3. Extends from BROMPTON ROAD to PONT STREET, and until 1885 it was known as Grove Place.

  It was built on land forming part of the site of Hermitage House, a country retreat of the singer Angelica Catalani. It is noted for its high rents, small restaurants, expensive boutiques and

  would-be celebrity clientele.




  BEAUFORT GARDENS • SW3. The most recent of the streets south of BROMPTON ROAD. The origin of its name is uncertain. Architecturally it

  represents the nadir of the stucco terraced house and was developed in the 1870s. In earlier days there had been a row of cottages along the road with a pasture behind them, ending, as the street

  does now, at the old parish boundary. By 1885 it had become a good address with a preponderance of military occupants and, later, their widows.




  Beaufort House • Chelsea. Sir Thomas More’s house built in about 1521. Erasmus said it was ‘not mean, nor invidiously grand, but

  comfortable’. At a distance was More’s building for devotion, study and retirement. To the south were two riverside courtyards; to the north acres of gardens and orchards where More is

  said to have tied heretics to trees and flogged them. The household was strictly ruled. Everybody had to attend prayers, the servants were not allowed to play games and

  the sexes were segregated at either end of the house. In 1535 More was taken to the TOWER for refusing to swear the Oath of Supremacy and was beheaded later that year on

  TOWER HILL. Later owners of the house included Sir Robert Cecil 1597–9, Lionel Cranfield, Charles I’s Lord Treasurer, 1619–25 (he added the Inigo Jones

  gateway now at CHISWICK HOUSE), the 1st Duke of Buckingham 1627–8, Bulstrode Whitelocke, Keeper of the Great Seal, 1628–49, and the Duke of Beaufort

  1682–1738. In 1738 it was bought by Sir Hans Sloane, the naturalist. Two years later it was demolished and in 1766 BEAUFORT STREET was built on its site.
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  Engraving by Kyp of Beaufort House, Chelsea, c. 1695, when the house belonged to the Duke of Beaufort.




  BEAUFORT STREET • SW3. Built in 1766, partly on the site of BEAUFORT HOUSE, it links FULHAM ROAD, KING’S ROAD and BATTERSEA BRIDGE. Mrs Gaskell lived at No. 7 in 1811 and from 1827 to 1829.




  BEAUMONT STREET • W1. Laid out after 1778 across the site of MARYLEBONE GARDENS, which had been leased out for buildings to Sir

  Beaumont Hotham. The historian John Richard Green lived at No. 4. Today KING EDWARD VII’S HOSPITAL ST AGNES occupies the eastern side.




  BECKENHAM • Kent. Beckenham Manor, held by the Rokele family at the time of Domesday Book, covered much of what is now SHORTLANDS, as well as modern Beckenham. The name is derived from ‘Beohha’s village’. The Duke of Suffolk entertained Henry VIII here when the King was journeying to

  Hever. Part of the manor house, which is thought to date back to the 13th century, remains as the Old Council Hall. The manor lands were split up and enclosed in the Middle Ages, and several large

  estates were formed, including Langley and Kelsey. Langley Park mansion was burned down in 1913, but Langley Court, built in the 1880s, remains and has become a medical laboratory. Kelsey mansion

  has gone, but the lodge survives. Kelsey Park, with the river Beck flowing through it, is one of several attractive local parks. Beckenham Place, built by John Cator in 1773, has since been a

  family mansion, a school, a sanatorium and a golf clubhouse. Cator, a local benefactor whose name is remembered in Cator Park, also owned the 18th-century Clock House, and when this was demolished

  in 1896 the clock from the stable block from which it took its name was removed to Beckenham Place.




  Beckhenham was a small village until the 19th century. There was a cage for drunkards (demolished in 1856) in the High Street. Few of the old buildings are left in the residential, business and

  shopping developments of modern Beckenham, but one old inn in the High Street remains: the George, a coaching inn dating back to at least 1662. The almshouses in Bromley Road were built in 1694 and

  renovated in 1881. There has been a church on the site of St George’s since the early 12th century, though nothing of this building survives. The 14th-century church was, in turn, replaced by

  a Victorian Gothic building which was restored after bomb damage in the 2nd World War. It is claimed that the 13th-century lychgate is the oldest in the country. Now a suburban town within the

  London Borough of bromley, Beckenham is one of the termini for the CROYDON TRAM LINK.




  BECKTON • E6. At the eastern extremity of the area covered by the LONDON DOCKLANDS DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION,

  Beckton was the location of the largest housing development in the corporation’s programme of urban regeneration (1981–98). It originally owed its existence to the Gas Light and Coke

  Company, which bought land, eventually covering 540 acres fronting the THAMES and BARKING CREEK, for new works which would serve the whole of the

  metropolitan area. The gasworks, which opened in 1870, became the largest in Europe, serving, at peak, 4.5 million consumers. The works and the area were named after Simon Adams Beck, the governor

  of the company. The works had its own riverside piers, its own railway with 42 miles of track and huge by-products works, producing tar, ammonia, fertilizers and dyes.




  The company had a philanthropic attitude towards employees, building an institute, two churches and model housing on its land. It also pioneered an early employee participation and

  profit-sharing scheme. The works became highly unionized as Will Thorne, later MP for WEST HAM South, founded there the Gas Workers and General Labourers Union which

  developed into the General, Municipal, Boilermakers’ and Allied Trades Union. Until the 1980s there was little housing. Ownership of much of the land by the port of LONDON

  AUTHORITY with option to build a further dock prevented most building. The main estate was New Beckton, built in 1881 after the opening of the ROYAL ALBERT DOCK. It

  was also known as Cyprus, to commemorate the British capture of that island in 1878.




  The introduction of natural gas led to the closure of gas manufacture at the Beckton works in 1969, though a storage and distribution plant remained. Beckton’s second major industry is

  sewage treatment and the Beckton works are the largest in Europe. The Northern Outfall Sewer (see DRAINS AND SEWERS) terminates there.




  The London Docklands Strategic Plan published by the Docklands Joint Committee in 1976 envisaged the development of the Beckton area with new housing and industry and a population increasing

  from 6,500 to 28,000. However in 1981 the Government created the LONDON DOCKLANDS DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION which made considerable changes in the Beckton development

  proposals. The housing density was lowered, the 1995 projected population decreased from 28,000 to 20,000. By 2005 most housing development had been completed and had been augmented by the creation

  of health centres, leisure facilities, play areas, three new parks and five new primary schools. Cooperation between the different churches provided the St Martin’s Church and Centre,

  inaugurated by the Archbishop of Canterbury in 1987. Further developments included the opening of the DOCKLANDS LIGHT RAILWAY Beckton extension to POPLAR in 1994, with a full direct service to TOWER GATEWAY and connecting service to BANK opening in Autumn 1995. Two new highways,

  Royal Albert Way and Royal Docks Road, have greatly improved access between Beckton and the Royals, and mean that Beckton is now within easy reach of the ISLE OF DOGS

  business district, the city and the West End, as well as the M11 and M25. Beckton is in the London Borough of NEWHAM.




  BECONTREE ESTATE • Essex. Built by the LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL between 1921 and 1934 on 4 square miles of flat land, over half in

  DAGENHAM, a third in BARKING and under a sixth in ILFORD, this huge housing estate provided nearly 27,000 homes with an

  estimated population of 90,000. The intention of forming a new local government area with its own town centre was never carried out, and the 1980s policy of selling council houses gave purchasing

  tenants the chance to break out of their neo-Georgian uniformity into a heterogeneous rash of neo-Palladianism, bankers’ Georgian, mock Tudor, pebble-dash and vertical crazy paving.




  BEDDINGTON • Surrey. One of the spring-line villages on the belt of Thanet Sand from which the River WANDLE rises, it has yielded

  evidence of occupation from at least the Middle Stone Age. The name probably means ‘Beada’s settlement’; but who or what Beada was is unknown. Roman occupation is shown by

  coffined burials from Beddington Park, cremation urns from the site of a modern cemetery, and a bathhouse discovered in 1871. At the time of Domesday, in 1086, there were two Beddington

  Manors, one with two Wandle watermills. These manors were united by 1381 under Nicholas Carew, who established here a new branch of his important family of Norman origin (see CAREW MANOR). The name of Carew was to be borne locally for 500 years; it was the break-up of the Carew estates in 1859 that turned the village into a London suburb. In 1915, on former

  Carew farmland, a Royal Flying Corps base for the air defence of London was established. This was the genesis of what became, in 1920, CROYDON Aerodrome: London’s

  major airport until 1939. In 1915, also, Beddington combined with WALLINGTON to form an urban district, gaining borough status in 1937. Beddington Church (St Mary’s)

  dates in part from a 14th-century rebuilding, and contains a Norman font, many Carew memorials and a William Morris organ screen.
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  Beddington in 1792. Drawing by William Ellis showing the seat of the Carews, owners of the manor of Beddington since the 14th century.




  Near Hackbridge station, on the site of Beddington’s erstwhile sewage works, five rows of three-storey high-density housing comprise BedZed (short for Beddington Zero Energy Development),

  an eco-friendly complex designed by Bill Dunster and Associates for the PEABODY Trust and completed in 2002. The project includes workspaces and community facilities. A

  central biomass power plant serves the whole development, rainwater is recycled, roofing incorporates solar panels, and the chimney-like cowls circulate air through heat exchangers. The emphasis on

  sustainability extends to the use of local materials where possible, generous bicycle accommodation and a scheme for electric vehicles. An 80 per cent saving is claimed compared with conventional

  housing.




  BEDDINGTON CORNER • Surrey. The name can be seen on a nameplate on the Goat public house at Mill Green, Mitcham Junction, although the area never had

  any official administrative existence. It is where the parish boundaries of MITCHAM and CARSHALTON met at right angles,

  with the old Beddington parish ending in the corner so formed. Place naming at this point is indeed very confused, since this part of Beddington became part of WALLINGTON

  when that parish was formed in 1887; HACKBRIDGE, also with no official existence, merges with Beddington Corner on the south; and the nearby Mitcham Junction Station (over

  the borough boundary) gives a postal district name to this part of the London Borough of SUTTON. The small community of Beddington Corner was based mainly on the cluster of

  WANDLE mills – where the ‘Goat’ bridge now crosses the river – merged today in the Wandle Trading Estate. Market gardens, watercress beds and a

  lavender and peppermint distillery also were here early last century. Three public houses served the community and still exist. One, the Skinners Arms, commemorates the leather industry hereabouts.

  A small combined chapel and National School was built on Mill Green in the 19th century and demolished early in the 20th. Here a branch of the SURREY IRON RAILWAY entered

  Beddington on its way to the Hackbridge Mills.




  Bedford Coffee House • Covent Garden. First mentioned in 1730, it stood on the north-east corner ‘under the piazza’ near the COVENT GARDEN THEATRE. According to the Connoisseur of 13 January 1754, it was ‘crowded with men of parts. Almost everyone you meet is a polite scholar and a wit. Jokes and

  bon-mots are echoed from box to box; every branch of literature is critically examined, and the merit of every production of the press, or performance of the theatres, weighed and

  determined.’ It was a favourite haunt of the actors David Garrick, Samuel Foote and James Queen, and of Fielding, Pope, Sheridan, Smollett, William Hickey and Horace Walpole. It was here that

  the Revd James Hackman sat on the evening of 7 April 1779 waiting for the performance of Love in a Village to end at the Covent Garden Theatre. On the appearance in the street of Martha Ray,

  the singer and mistress of Lord Sandwich, Hackman, whose love for her was not requited, shot her dead. In his diary entry for 10 December 1793 Joseph Farington the landscape painter recorded,

  ‘The meeting of the Academy did not break up till past twelve o’clock, when Hamilton, Smirke and myself went to the Bedford Coffee House where we found Tyler, Rooker, Dance, Lawrence,

  Westall. We staid till four in the morning.’ The first meeting of the Sublime Society of Beef-Steaks was held here in 1808 (see BEEF-STEAK SOCIETY).




  BEDFORD COLLEGE – see ROYAL HOLLOWAY, UNIVERSITY OF LONDON.




  BEDFORD ESTATES • The chief metropolitan estates of the Earls and Dukes of Bedford were COVENT GARDEN and BLOOMSBURY,

  where many of the streets bear Russell family names and titles or names from their country estates. Covent Garden was granted in 1552 to John Russell, the 1st Earl, for services to the Crown. Its

  development in the 1630s was of great importance to London’s history, it being the first suburb built outside the CITY of London to be regulated by building covenants

  and financed by the leasehold system. These factors and its architectural pattern, attributed to Inigo Jones, made Covent Garden a prototype which landlords and developers followed for the next 250

  years. The two ‘patent’ theatre companies, founded by Charles II, settled in the area and, together with the taverns and coffee houses for which it became famous, attracted the literary

  and artistic world of the 18th and early 19th centuries. Charles II also issued the charter which in 1670 recognized and regulated the market for fruit and vegetables and, later, flowers. This

  provided the Russell family with much of its wealth but, eventually, owing to hostility towards the ducal ownership of a public food market and contemporary tax legislation, the whole estate was

  sold in 1914. After much heated debate, the market moved to NINE ELMS in 1974 and the buildings, erected 1828–30 to designs by Charles Fowler, were purchased and

  restored by the GREATER LONDON COUNCIL 1974–80.




  BLOOMSBURY was granted to the 1st Earl of Southampton in 1550, also for services to the Crown. It began to be developed by the 4th Earl of Southampton in the 1660s with

  the building of what are now known as BLOOMSBURY SQUARE and GREAT RUSSEL STREET. His daughter and heiress Rachel married Lord William Russell (whose

  father became 1st Duke of Bedford) in 1669 and after her death in 1723 Bloomsbury became part of the Bedford Estates. Its development over the next century continued in a series of squares and

  terraced streets, up to and over the EUSTON ROAD, attracting the professional and academic tenant. The growth of the BRITISH MUSEUM in the 19th

  century and the foundation of the UNIVERSITY OF LONDON in the 20th decreased the extent of the estate and encouraged the growth on the remainder of the hotel and

  lodging-house industry.




  Bedford House • Bloomsbury Square – see SOUTHAMPTON HOUSE, BLOOMSBURY SQUARE.




  Bedford House • Covent Garden. Built in about 1586 for the 3rd Earl of Bedford to replace an earlier family mansion on the south side of the

  STRAND. The house was two storeys high and had a gabled front with a turret behind the west end. There was a courtyard in front and stables to the east. Behind the house was

  a large garden. In 1700 the 5th Earl (and 1st Duke of Bedford) died and left the property to his grandson, Wriothesley Russell. The young Duke saw that fashionable society was moving westwards and

  decided to continue to live with his mother at SOUTHAMPTON HOUSE, BLOOMSBURY, and to demolish Bedford House. In 1705 the furniture was accordingly

  moved to Bloomsbury and in 1705–6 the house demolished. Its site was laid out for the building of SOUTHAMPTON STREET, TAVISTOCK STREET and

  TAVISTOCK ROW.




  Bedford Lodge • Kensington. Also known as Argyll Lodge and Cam House, it was built by John Tasker and first occupied in 1815. Distinguished residents

  included the 6th Duke of Bedford (1823–39), the 8th Duke of Argyll (1853–1900) and Sir Walter G.F. Phillimore (later Lord Phillimore). The house was demolished in 1955.




  BEDFORD PARK • Turnham Green, W4. London’s first garden suburb, built 1875–81 on the grounds of an old Georgian house known as Bedford House. Dr

  John Lindley, curator of the gardens of the ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY, was its owner in the 1860s and the preservation of his trees played a major part in planning the

  suburb. After Lindley’s bankruptcy the house was let to a civil engineer whose daughter, Agnes Fulton, married Jonathan Carr in 1873. The idea of creating a middle-class commuting

  ‘village’ was Jonathan Carr’s and was made possible by the opening of the railway station at Turnham Green in 1869, with trains running from RICHMOND to

  CLAPHAM JUNCTION and then by the extension of the Metropolitan District Line from HAMMERSMITH to EALING Broadway in 1879.

  E.W. Godwin was appointed architect, but having designed a few houses he was dismissed for incompetence and replaced by Norman Shaw. The layout of the suburb and the

  design of most of the houses are Shaw’s. Also his are the church of ST MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS and the Tabard Inn, both built in 1880. Shaw soon fell out with Carr, and

  his pupil Maurice B. Adams took over and added the parish hall and chapel and the Chiswick School of Art and Craft. Other architects designed individual houses in the suburb. No. 14 South Parade,

  built in 1889, was an early house by Voysey. The first inhabitants of Bedford Park had a reputation for being ‘arty’ and were satirized in a verse ballad published in the December 1881

  edition of The St James’s Review:




  

    

      Now he who loves aesthetic cheer


      and does not mind the damp,


      May come and read Rossetti here


      by a Japanese-y lamp.




      

        Thus was a village builded


        for all who are aesthete,


        Whose precious souls it fill did,


        with utter joy complete.


      




      

        For floors were stained and polished,


        and every hearth was tiled,


        And Philistines abolished,


        by culture’s gracious child.


      


    


  




  G.K. Chesterton called it Saffron Park in The Man Who Was Thursday. Recent research has shown that Godwin and Shaw merely sold their designs to developers and did not supervise the work

  as Adams did. The greater part of the estate was built by jobbing builders who used bits of designs or ignored them altogether. Many of the houses were built on marshy ground with inadequate

  concrete foundations and drainage.
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  Bedford Park, London’s first garden suburb, built in 1875–81 to designs by Norman Shaw.




  BEDFORD PLACE • WC1. Connects BLOOMSBURY SQUARE with RUSSEL SQUARE. It was constructed 1801–5 on the

  site of BEDFORD HOUSE by James Burton. Here lived (1806–7) Edward Jenner, pioneer of smallpox vaccination; also Richard Cumberland, the dramatist, remembered as the

  model for Sir Fretful Plagiary in Sheridan’s The Critic. Now the well-preserved houses are occupied by hotels and hostels.




  BEDFORD ROW • WC1. Extends south from THEOBALDS ROAD. It is a wide Georgian street well restored after bomb damage and providing

  chambers for numerous legal practices. It was originally developed by Nicholas Barbon in 1684; but only two of his houses survive. Nos 42–43 have heavy sash windows flush with the wall which

  were forbidden by early-18th-century fire codes. These can be seen also in No. 36, whereas No. 35 has recessed windows so is clearly later. The street was formerly called Bedford Walk after William Harpur’s charity at Bedford. He was

  LORD MAYOR of London in 1561. After the Reformation he refounded Bedford School and endowed it with 13 acres of hunting land in HOLBORN. In 1761 Sir

  John Holt, Lord Chief Justice, described it as a ‘very handsome, straight and well built street, inhabited by persons of distinction’. About 1724–44 the Crown Coffee House, where

  the rules of whist were drawn up, was here. Henry Addington was born in a house here in 1757. James Mingay, QC, nicknamed ‘Iron Hand Mingay’, lived at No. 25 in 1792–6. John

  Abernethy, the founder of ST BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL Medical School, lived at No. 14.




  BEDFORD SQUARE • WC1. The only complete Georgian Square left in BLOOMSBURY. It was built 1775–80 on the BEDFORD

  ESTATE and probably designed by Thomas Leverton, William Scott and Robert Grews. The central house on each side is stuccoed and pilastered; the rest are of plain brick with wrought-iron

  balconies to the first-floor windows and doors decorated with COADE STONE. Several interiors have fine chimneypieces and ceilings painted by Angelica Kauffmann and Antonio

  Zucchi. Until 1893 the square was sealed off by gates and tradesmen were required to deliver goods in person. Henry Cavendish, the scientist and grandson of the 2nd Duke of Devonshire, lived at No.

  11 from 1796 until his death in 1810. Lord Loughborough, the Lord Chancellor, lived at No. 6 in 1787–96, and Thomas Leverton at No. 13 in 1796–1824. Lord Eldon, the Lord Chancellor,

  moved into No. 6 in 1802 and remained here until about 1819. The Prince Regent came to see him in 1804 and, told that he was ill and could see no one, walked upstairs and tried every door until he

  found the right one. He sat down and asked Eldon to appoint his friend Jekyll a Master in Chancery. Eldon refused, whereupon the Prince settled back in his chair, exclaiming, ‘How I do pity

  Lady Eldon!’ ‘Good God!’ cried the Chancellor. ‘What is the matter?’ Oh, nothing,’ came the reply, ‘except that she will never see you again, for here I

  remain until you promise to make Jekyll a Master in Chancery.’ The appointment was made.




  During the Corn Law riots of 1815 the house was broken into by the mob and all the windows smashed, which led a wit to remark that Eldon, who was not remarkable for his hospitality, had at last

  begun to keep open house. Eldon seized one of the mob by the collar and said to him, ‘If you don’t mind what you are about you will be hanged.’ ‘Perhaps so, old chap,’

  the man replied. ‘But I think it looks now as if you will be hanged first.’ A noose was put up ready on the lamp post outside. For three weeks Eldon was besieged in the house and the

  only way he could get to WESTMINSTER HALL was through the gardens of the BRITISH MUSEUM which communicated with his own property at the back. He was

  always accompanied by Townsend, the Bow Street Runner (see BOW STREET). Eldon prided himself upon the care with which he looked after the wards of his court, so the

  public were much amused when his own daughter eloped from the house to marry the architect George S. Repton. Later residents of the square have included William Butterfield, the architect, at No.

  42 in 1886–1900; Sir Johnston Forbes-Robertson, the actor, at No. 22 in 1888–1937; Sir Seymour Hicks, the actor-manager and author, at No. 53 in 1901–8; and H.H. Asquith at No. 44

  in 1921–4. Other residents have included Thomas Wakley, founder of The Lancet, at No. 35 and Anthony Hope, the novelist, at No. 41. The square is no longer

  residential, most of the houses now being used as offices, in the recent past many of them by publishers. Most publishers have now departed, Jonathan Cape, the Bodley Head and Chatto and Windus,

  all now part of Random House, to VAUXHALL BRIDGE ROAD, the Publishers Association to MONTAGUE STREET and The Lancet to Jamestown Road NW1. The

  ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION remains. The garden is private.




  BEDFORD STREET • WC2. Built between 1633 and 1640 to the west of BEDFORD HOUSE. From about 1635 to 1637 Sir Francis Kynaston had his

  academy, the Museum Minerva, on the west side of the street opposite the churchyard gates. Here young aristocrats ‘were taught armes, artes and all generous qualities’. In 1720 Strype

  said that it was ‘a handsome broad street with very good houses which since the Fire of London [had been] generally taken up by eminent tradesmen’. In 1748–51 James Quin, the

  actor, lived here. Benjamin West, the American painter, took lodgings in the street in about 1763. From the middle of the 19th century it became a centre of publishing. William Heinemann had

  premises here 1889–1911, Macmillan 1864–97, Edward Arnold 1891–1905 and G.P. Putnam and Sons 1891–1936. Nos 10–13, Aldine House, designed by E. Keynes Purchase in

  1911, were for many years occupied by J.M. Dent which had had offices in the street since 1898. More constant, The Lady, the grande dame of women’s magazines, remains at Nos

  39–40 where it has been since its foundation in 1885. In 1875 Goupil’s, the art dealers at No. 25, employed a 22-year-old Dutchman called Vincent Van Gogh. Proving impossibly moody, he

  was soon transferred to their Paris branch.




  BEDLAM – see BETHLEM ROYAL HOSPITAL.




  BEECH STREET • EC2. The name is thought to be derived from a piece of land known as the Beche which used to border the street. The Abbot Ramsey’s Inn

  was here from the 12th century until the Reformation when it passed into the hands of Sir Drewe Drewery and became known as Drewery House. Prince Rupert is said to have lived in it but it was more

  probably Drury House, STRAND, that he occupied. The date of demolition is unknown. On the night of 29 December 1940 every building in Beech Street, with the exception of a

  London Electricity Board transformer station, was destroyed by incendiary bombs. Early proposals for post-war reconstruction of the area envisaged Beech Street as the northern boundary of the new

  BARBICAN Estate, but plans changed, the estate was extended northwards and Beech Street became part of it. Now described as ‘a dual-carriageway in a concrete

  box’, Beech Street runs under the Barbican in a well-lit, well-ventilated tunnel.




  BEECHWOOD HOUSE • Hampstead Lane, N6. Built in 1834 in the former Fitzroy Park (see FITZROY HOUSE) for a barrister, Nathaniel

  Basevi, to the designs of his brother George Basevi. The exterior is little changed but the interior has been completely remodelled in the early Georgian style by W.B. Simpson of Wimperis, Simpson

  and Guthrie.




  BEEFEATERS • see YEOMAN WARDERS OF THE TOWER OF LONDON.




  BEEFSTEAK CLUB • 9 Irving Street, WC2. After the dissolution of the BEEF-STEAK SOCIETY, a new club was founded which perpetuated the

  name since the members hoped to rent a room at the LYCEUM THEATRE where the society had met. As it happened, that room was not available; and the first meeting of the club

  was held on 11 March 1876 in the rooms in KING WILLIAM STREET. The move to the present address took place in 1896. The club premises are a single room over a shop. The

  membership is extremely varied. Politicians, actors, writers and scholars sit together at the long table, taking places in the order in which they arrive. The steward and waiters are all called

  Charles. It was at dinner in the Beefsteak Club that some time in 1890 Bram Stoker was introduced to the Dracula legend by Arminius Vambéry. Vambéry, a professor of oriental languages

  at Budapest University who travelled widely in central Asia, often as a spy for British intelligence, seems to have provided Stoker not only with the story but also with a sanguinary model for the

  Count.




  Beef-Steak Society • A club of 24 men of noble or gentle birth founded by John Rich, manager of COVENT GARDEN THEATRE and George

  Lambert, the scene painter, in 1735. It met for a beef-steak dinner every Saturday evening from November to June. The society’s badge was a gridiron. Its members wore a uniform of blue coats

  and buff waistcoats and buttons bearing the motto, ‘Beef and Liberty’. The society used a room in Covent Garden Theatre until it burnt down in 1808 and it was then transferred to the

  BEDFORD COFFEE HOUSE. From 1809 to 1830 it met at the LYCEUM THEATRE until that, too, was destroyed by fire. In 1830–8 it again used the

  Bedford Coffee House but later went back to the Lyceum. Lord Brougham and George IV and his brothers the Dukes of York and Sussex were members of the Sublime Society of Beef-Steaks, as it had come

  to be called. It closed in 1867.




  BEESTON GIFT ALMSHOUSES • Consort Road, SE15. In 1582 Cuthbert Beeston, a girdler, gave some land in SOUTHWARK for charitable use. The

  estate was sold in 1824 to enable the approach road to LONDON BRIDGE to be widened. A year later the Charity Commissioners obtained a site in Nunhead Road, now Consort Road,

  and Beeston’s Gift Almshouses were built to house retired members of the GIRDLERS’ COMPANY. The terrace of six stuccoed Tudor-style houses was completed in 1834.

  The single-storey wings were added in the 1960s and reflect the design and scale of the main terrace. The original building was restored and, together with the new additions, won a Civic Trust

  Heritage Year Award in 1975.




  BELAIR • Gallery Road, Dulwich, SE21. Built in 1785 by John Willes, to designs attributed to Robert Adam, on land leased from the College of God’s Gift

  at DULWICH (see DULWICH COLLEGE). Originally known as College Place, it stood in about 25 acres of ground with a lake. Despite tradition, it

  seems unlikely that the lake is one of the arms of the River EFFRA, along which Elizabeth I once made a triumphal progress. The house changed hands several times and 10

  acres were sold to the London, Chatham and Dover Railway Company to build the railway in the 1860s. The last occupant was Sir Evan Spicer, the paper magnate and chairman of LONDON

  COUNTY COUNCIL, who lived there until 1938 and kept a farm in the grounds. In 1945 the estate was leased by SOUTHWARK Borough Council for sports and recreation. The

  house, which had been altered in the 19th century, was left derelict until 1963, when it was rebuilt. The interior, though modernized, retains its original spiral staircase. It now has a

  restaurant, and is also used for meetings and functions; the land is a park and sports area. The stables date from the 18th century and the lodge from the 19th

  century.




  HMS BELFAST • Morgan’s Lane, Tooley Street, SE1. Built in 1939, she was, at 11,000 tonnes, the largest cruiser ever built for the Royal Navy with

  accommodation for 950 men. She served throughout the 2nd World War, playing a leading part in the sinking of the German battle-cruiser Scharnhorst at the Battle of the North Cape and in the

  Normandy Landings. In service with the Royal Navy until 1965, she was opened to the public in 1971 as a floating naval museum, part of the IMPERIAL WAR MUSEUM.




  BELGRAVE SQUARE • SW1. Takes its name from a Cheshire village (see BELGRAVIA). In 1826 the owner of the land, Earl Grosvenor

  (whose subsidiary title was Viscount Belgrave and who later became 1st Marquess of Westminster – see GROSVENOR ESTATE), obtained an Act of Parliament enabling

  him to build on it and came to an agreement with Thomas Cubitt the builder, who in turn came to an agreement with three bankers of Swiss extraction, George and William Haldimand and Alexander

  Prevost. The young architect employed was Sir John Soane’s clever pupil George Basevi, Benjamin Disraeli’s cousin. The damp clay was dug from the ground and made into bricks on the

  site, and the excavations filled with soil from ST KATHARINE’S DOCK. The north and east sides were built first, and the more exuberant west and south side after it had

  become clear that the development was going to be financially rewarding. The houses are large and stuccoed; there are 12 in the south terrace and 11 in the terraces on the other three sides. Large

  detached houses are sited at the four corners of the Square, which extends to 10 acres. These are Seaford House, No. 37, at the south-east corner, on the corner of Chapel Street, which was designed

  for Lord Sefton by Philip Hardwick and built 1842–6; No. 24 at the south-west corner, designed by H.E. Kendall for Thomas Read Kemp (who built Kemp Town at Brighton) and completed in 1834;

  No. 12 at the north-west corner, designed by Sir Robert Smirke for Lord Brownlow and built in about 1830; and No. 49 at the north-east corner, designed for Sidney Herbert, probably by Cubitt

  himself, and built in 1847. Other distinguished residents included the Duke of Bedford at No. 15 and the Earl of Essex, who lived at No. 9. Essex was married, for the second time, in 1838, the

  year before his death, to Catherine Stephens the singer, who remained in Belgrave Square until her own death in 1882. No. 36 was rented for £2,000 a year by Queen Victoria for her mother, the

  Duchess of Kent, while apartments were being prepared for her at KENSINGTON PALACE. In 1854 Henry Labouchere was living at No. 27, Earl Grey at No. 30, the Earl of Eglintoun

  at No. 10 and the Earl of Ellesmere at No. 18. Later in the 19th century rich and aristocratic occupants included the Earl of Pembroke (No. 6), Earl Beauchamp (No. 13), and the Earls of Faversham

  (No. 19), Albemarle (No. 39) and Clanwilliam (No. 32). The Duke of Connaught lived at No. 41 and the Dowager Marchioness Conyngham at No. 36. The Square is no longer residential and the houses are

  now mostly embassies or offices. Embassies here are the Syrian Arab (No. 8), the Portuguese (No. 11), the Austrian (No. 18 Belgrave Mews West), that of Brunei (No. 19), the German (No. 23), the

  Norwegian (No. 25), that of Serbia-Montenegro (No.28) and the Turkish (No. 43). The Ghana High Commission is at No. 13; the Trinidad and Tobago High Commission at No. 42; the Malaysian High

  Commission at No. 45. The Country Landowners’ Association is at No. 16, the ROYAL COLLEGE OF PSYCHIATRISTS at No. 17, the ROYAL COLLEGE OF DEFENCE

  STUDIES at No. 37, the Spiritualist Association of Great Britain at No. 33 and the Institute of Practitioners in Advertising at No. 44. On the wall of the Norwegian Embassy at No. 25 are two

  reliefs in COADE STONE depicting cherubs in artistic and country pursuits. A plaque reads, ‘In 1776 these two Coade stone reliefs were affixed to the

  Danish–Norwegian consulate in Wellclose Square, Stepney. In 1968 the reliefs were erected on this Embassy by courtesy of the Greater London Council.’ The statue on the east side of the

  gardens (which are private) is of Simon Bolivar (see STATUES).
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  The east side of Belgrave Square in 1827, while still under construction to the designs of George Basevi.




  BELGRAVIA • Takes its name from Belgrave in Cheshire, a small village on the Eaton estate of the Grosvenor family (see GROSVENOR

  ESTATE). In medieval times, when it was known as the Five Fields because it was intersected by footpaths cutting it into five, it was a flat, treeless area where sheep and donkeys were put

  out to graze. Watercress grew by the banks of the WESTBOURNE which meandered through it and which was crossed by a wooden bridge known as Bloody Bridge, perhaps because of

  the number of violent robberies committed there. It remained a haunt of footpads and highwaymen until well on into the 18th century, and it was never safe to cross the

  fields at night. In 1728 a gentleman was found murdered with one side of his face and five fingers cut off. And in 1749 a muffin man was blinded and robbed. Since it was fairly remote from London,

  duels also took place here. In the daytime, however, it was a pleasant enough locality. Swift, walking through the fields to London in 1711, saw haymakers at work and wrote of the sweet smell of

  the ‘flowery meads’. Later there were market gardens where asparagus and other succulent vegetables were grown. On holidays Londoners came out to shoot duck and to watch bull-baiting

  and cockfighting. In 1726, after George III moved to BUCKINGHAM HOUSE, a row of ‘fair houses’ was built in what is now GROSVENOR PLACE on

  the east side of the fields. Twenty years later the Lock Hospital for Women was built nearby. On the northern edge of the fields there were barracks and Richard Tattersall’s salerooms

  (see TATTERSALL’S). But otherwise there was no building worth speaking of until the 1820s when Lord Grosvenor came to an agreement for developing the estate

  with Thomas Cubitt, the Norfolk-born son of a carpenter, a highly successful entrepreneur described by The Builder in an obituary as ‘a great builder and a good man’. Over the

  next thirty-odd years Belgravia was built as a stuccoed rival to MAYFAIR for the well-to-do, with BELGRAVE SQUARE as its centrepiece. It was

  fashionable from the beginning, though Disraeli did not like it. He considered it ‘as monotonous as Marylebone, and so contrived as to be at the same time insipid and tawdry’. It is

  still largely residential, still fashionable and still expensive.




  Bell Yard • EC4. Named after the Bell Inn, which stood in CARTER LANE. The first record of its existence is in 1424 and the

  last in 1708. In 1598 Richard Quyney wrote a letter at the Bell Inn to ‘my loveing good ffrend and countryman Mr Wm Shackespere’. This is the only extant letter to Shakespeare. Charles

  Dickens often went to a later Bell Inn, on the corner of Carter Lane, when he was writing David Copperfield.




  Bellamy’s Coffee House • Westminster. Established at the end of the 18th century, it was attached to the old House of Commons and frequented by

  Members who spoke highly of its chops and steaks and port. It was also known as Bellamy’s Kitchen. The last words of William Pitt the Younger were alleged to have been: ‘I think I could

  eat one of Bellamy’s pork pies.’ It seems to have escaped destruction in the fire of 1834 which destroyed the PALACE OF WESTMINSTER but had closed before the end

  of the century.




  Belle Sauvage • Ludgate Hill. First documented in 1452 as Savage’s Inn, otherwise known as the Bell on the Hoop. Before there were any theatres

  in London, plays were performed in its courtyard. According to the puritanical William Prynne, the Devil once made a personal appearance during a performance of Marlowe’s Dr Faustus.

  Pocahontas, the Indian princess, was a guest here 1616–17. In 1676 an advertisement claimed that the inn had 40 rooms and stabling for 100 horses. In 1683 a very strange beast called ‘a

  Rynoceros lately brought from the West Indies’ was exhibited here. In the 18th century it was one of the City’s great coaching inns. It was demolished in 1873 when a printing works was

  built on the site. When this building was bombed in 1940 almost a million books were destroyed. The site was cleared and made into a garden in 1967.
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  A coach leaving for Cambridge from the Belle Sauvage, Ludgate Hill, a great coaching inn of the 18th and early 19th centuries.




  BELLINGHAM – see SOUTHEND.




  BELLMOOR • Hampstead, NW3. This name is now borne by a monstrous block of flats. It stands at the high point of HAMPSTEAD, across the

  road from the Whitestone Pond, at the site of a group of four houses which were converted into one by Thomas J. Barratt, the historian of HAMPSTEAD. On the roof of the

  principal house, Bellmoor, was a bell, one of the alarm bells of old Hampstead. Barratt lived here from 1877 to 1914, and declared in his famous history that when he first occupied the house he

  could, through a telescope on a clear day, ‘see sailing vessels tacking on the Thames at or beyond Gravesend’. The old house was demolished to make way for the present-day flats which

  bear a plaque acknowledging Barratt’s occupation and stating that the building stands 435 feet 7 inches above sea level, and 16 feet 7 inches above the top of the cross on the dome of

  ST PAUL’S.




  BELMARSH PRISON • Western Way, Thamesmead, SE28. The first prison to be built in London in the 20th century, Belmarsh was constructed at a cost of some

  £100 million on a site of 47 acres of reclaimed marshland and opened in 1991. It contains a gymnasium, indoor tennis courts, an all-weather football pitch, and all the cells were constructed

  with wash basins and lavatories en suite, leading the project director of Wimpey’s, the builders, to describe it as ‘more like a country club than a prison’. A category A prison

  with (in 2005) an operational capacity of 920, it acts as a local prison for south-east London, and has a special unit for high-risk remand prisoners. A Crown Court and a Magistrates Court,

  connected to the prison by an underground tunnel, have been built on the site, providing a high level of security for those being tried and attending trial, and reducing

  demands on staff and police who do not have to escort prisoners to courts elsewhere in London. Despite its reputation as ‘Britain’s highest security prison’, the average time that

  a prisoner spends at Belmarsh is four months.




  In July 2001 former Conservative Party Chairman Jeffrey (Lord) Archer was brought here at the beginning of a four-year sentence for perjury and perverting the course of justice. He stayed for

  three weeks before being transferred to another prison. Later that same year, in December 2001, nine foreign nationals were arrested under the Anti-Terrorism, Crime and Security Act (brought in

  following the 11 September terrorist attacks in the US) and taken to Belmarsh. This controversial legislation allowed the Home Secretary to detain without trial foreign nationals he suspected of

  terrorism but could not deport because it would endanger their lives. The detainees were held without trial in Belmarsh high security wing for three and a half years, prompting human rights

  organizations to brand the prison ‘a Guantanamo in our own back yard’. In December 2004 the Law Lords ruled that the anti-terror laws contravened the European Convention on Human

  Rights, and in March 2005 the detainees were released on conditional bail.




  BELMONT • Surrey. South of Sutton, hard against Greater London’s outer limits, and logically the ‘East Cheam’ of Tony Hancock’s

  Half Hour, Belmont owes much of its growth to the station built in 1865 on the SUTTON to Epsom Downs Railway. It has a solid Edwardian core with a small shopping street

  near the station and a considerable modern spread between the core and the edge of the Banstead Downs. The building of a large council estate and private housing development on former hospital

  grounds increased the population considerably. The name (beautiful hill) is probably an early-18th-century invention, a more romantic version of the older names of Little Hill or, as it was known

  to the rakes who frequented a gambling club on the Downs’ edge just off the London–Brighton turnpike road, Little Hell. The club site is now covered by Belmont Railway station. The

  racing driver James Hunt was born in Belmont in 1947.




  Belsize • In the 14th century Belsize (supposedly derived from bel assis, well situated) was a sub-manor of HAMPSTEAD owned by

  Roger de Brabazon, Lord Chief Justice to Edward III. He left it to the monks of WESTMINSTER ABBEY on the condition that they said mass daily for his soul and for those of

  Edmund of Lancaster and his wife Blanche. In 1542 the monastery which had been established at Belsize was dissolved and Westminster Abbey was given the land. During Elizabeth I’s reign

  Armagil Waad, the explorer and friend of William Cecil, leased the estate. He was succeeded by his son, William, Clerk of Elizabeth’s and James I’s Councils. In 1663, the Royalist

  soldier Daniel O’Neill took over the lease and rebuilt the manor house ‘at vast expense’ for his beautiful wife, Catherine (formerly governess of Charles I’s daughter,

  Mary), who had been created Countess of Chesterfield in 1660. (It remained in the Chesterfield family until 1807.) In 1668 Samuel Pepys paid a visit and thought the gardens the most noble he had

  ever seen. In 1700 it was sublet to one Povey, a retired coal merchant, who built a chapel where couples could marry for 5s provided they held their wedding breakfast in the grounds. After

  Povey’s day it was sublet to an entertainer named Howell who opened ‘pleasure gardens for ladies and gentlemen during the summer season’. In 1721 the Prince and Princess of Wales visited these gardens where ‘three to four hundred coaches sometimes packed the

  drive’. For amusement there was hunting of both deer and foxes, racing, music and dancing. The gardens were closed in 1740 and the house thereafter let to wealthy families. Spencer Perceval,

  the future Prime Minister, lived in it from 1798 until 1807 when the lease was sold to four Hampstead businessmen. The house was demolished in 1854 and its ground built over. The name is

  commemorated in BELSIZE PARK and several roads and streets in that area between HAMPSTEAD and PRIMROSE HILL.




  BELSIZE PARK • NW3. At the lower, southern end of HAMPSTEAD on HAVERSTOCK HILL, a residential district grew up

  in BELSIZE’S park in the second half of the 19th century. It acquired some celebrity in the 1930s when frequented by artists like Ben Nicholson and Piet Mondrian and

  sculptors including Henry Moore and Barbara Hepworth. The same period saw the construction in Lawn Road of the Bauhaus-inspired Isokon (Wells Coates, 1933), a four-storey concrete block of

  miniscule flats and communal facilities that is supposed to mark the advent of modernist architecture. Pevsner here detected ‘the spirit of revolution, unaccommodating and direct to the verge

  of brutality’, and in an ‘Ugliest Building’ competition of 1946 Cyril Connolly’s Horizon placed the Isokon (short for Isometric Unit Construction) a good second. Karl

  Marx died at No. 41 Maitland Park Road in 1883.




  BELVEDERE • Kent. Known until 1858 as Lessness Heath, this part of ERITH took the name Belvedere from the house which was its

  principal residence. Built in the reign of George II, Belvedere House was bought in 1751 by Sampson Gideon, a Jewish merchant who supported the government financially during the Jacobite Rebellion.

  As a reward his Christian son, also called Sampson, was made a baronet in 1759, and became Baron Eardley in 1789. In 1764 he largely rebuilt the house to the designs of James ‘Athenian’

  Stuart. The Eardley family greatly influenced local affairs, especially Sir Culling Eardley, who, following the opening of the North Kent Railway in 1849, developed the Victorian village. He gave

  it All Saints church, which, designed by W.G. and E. Habershon 1853–61, became the parish church of Belvedere in 1861. In 1865 Belvedere House was purchased as a home by the Royal Alfred

  Merchant Seamen’s Institution. Damaged during the 2nd World War it was replaced by a modern building in 1959, demolished in turn after the Royal Alfred Seamen’s Institution left in

  1979. The village remained largely rural until the 1930s, when the surrounding farms and orchards were taken for suburban housing estates.




  Meanwhile Lower Belvedere, also known by its ancient manorial name of Picardy, was developed from the 1860s onwards, and became a separate parish in 1916. Its parish church of St Augustine,

  begun in 1914, was not completed until 1956. Apart from Crossness Sewerage Works, dating from 1865, Belvedere marshes remained until recently open land liable to occasional inundations from the

  THAMES, as, notably, in 1953; they have since been steadily built over by the major housing development of THAMESMEAD. The site of the former

  Belvedere Power Station is now an industrial estate.




  BELVEDERE ROAD • SE1. Commemorates the Belvedere pleasure gardens which opened on the site of the present ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL in 1718.

  It was formerly known as Narrow Wall and, at the southern end, Pedlar’s Acre – a pedlar is said to have bought the land after his dog had discovered treasure

  there while scratching around in the earth. Once he had dug up the treasure he gave the land to the parish on condition that his portrait and that of his dog were perpetually preserved in painted

  glass on one of the windows of the church of ST-MARY-AT-LAMBETH. Here are the NATIONAL THEATRE, QUEEN ELIZABETH HALL, the

  PURCELL ROOM, the HAYWARD GALLERY and the NATIONAL FILM THEATRE. The Shell Centre was designed by Sir Howard Robertson in

  1962 as one of the largest office blocks in the world. It covers 7½ acres. The stone bell carved with shells, the trademark of the Shell Co., which stands by a garage entrance is by Eric

  Aumonier (1959). Between the Shell Centre and the THAMES, and now dominated by the LONDON EYE, Jubilee Gardens were created in 1977 to mark the

  Queen’s Silver Jubilee.




  BENNET STREET • SW1. Built in the 1680s on land granted by Charles II to Henry Bennet, Earl of Arlington. None of the original houses survives. Lord Byron

  lived at No. 4 while writing The Corsair and The Bride of Abydos 1813–14.




  BENTINCK STREET • W1. Takes its name from William Bentinck, 2nd Duke of Portland, on whose estate it lies. Building began in 1765 and the houses have changed

  surprisingly little since the historian Edward Gibbon occupied No. 7 from 1774 till 1790 and began to write his Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire there. Sir James Mackenzie, author of

  Diseases of the Heart, lived at No. 17.




  BENTLEY PRIORY • Common Road, Stanmore, Middlesex. Founded in 1170 by Ranulf de Glanville, Chief Justiciary of England, its name derives from beonet

  (coarse grass) and leah (clearing). The present building, designed by Sir John Soane, dates from 1777. From 1788 it was the property of the Marquess of Abercorn and home of the Prime

  Minister Lord Aberdeen. The dowager Queen Adelaide, widow of William IV, rented the Priory in 1848 and lived there until her death the following year. Sir John Kelk, the railway engineer, was the

  next owner, followed by Frederick Gordon, who converted it into a hotel and extended the railway from HARROW to STANMORE. From 1902 to 1924 the

  Priory was used as a girls’ school, and finally it became the property of the RAF. From here Sir Hugh Dowding directed the Battle of Britain in 1940. His desk is preserved as he left it and

  there have been calls for the building to be opened as a Battle of Britain museum. But in 2005 developers were reportedly bidding for it with a view to commercial conversion.




  BENTLEY PRIORY PARK • Stanmore, Middlesex. Forms part of the GREEN BELT and covers an area of 163 acres of which nearly 10, including

  the man-made Summer-house Lake and its surrounding woodland, comprise a nature reserve. The open land is used primarily for grazing animals, under the supervision of the Nature Conservancy Council.

  The park is run by the LONDON BOROUGH OF HARROW and has been designated a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) in particular for its meadow areas. As well as the

  meadows the site includes extensive woodlands. The site is a haven for bird life and a wide range of plant life.




  BERKELEY, THE • Wilton Place, SW1. A luxury hotel, smaller than most (150 rooms), it stands at the northern end of the Five Fields, part of the GROSVENOR ESTATE. Designed by Brian O’Rourke, this building opened in 1972 but the hotel has a long pedigree. It originally stood at the east corner of PICCADILLY and BERKELEY STREET, and occupied the site of the old Gloucester Coffee House and Hotel, which in 1805 supplied ‘good soups, dinners, wines and

  beds’. Later it was rebuilt as the St James’s Hotel before becoming the Berkeley Hotel in 1897. Named after Lord Berkeley of Stratton whose house stood nearby in the 17th century, it

  became highly fashionable in the 1930s and 1940s. When the Berkeley relocated to Wilton Place, the Berkeley Street site was redeveloped as the Bristol Hotel and is now the HOLIDAY

  INN London Mayfair.




  Berkeley House • Piccadilly. One of half a dozen great mansions put up on the north side of PICCADILLY soon after the

  Restoration. It was built in 1665 by Hugh May for the 1st Lord Berkeley of Stratton, the Royalist commander in the Civil War. In 1672 John Evelyn, who had a hand in the design of the large garden,

  dined with Berkeley, ‘in his new house, or rather Palace, for I am assured it stood him in neare 30,000 pounds, and truely is very well built, and has many noble roomes in it . . . !’

  After Lord Berkeley’s death in 1678 his widow sold strips of land on either side of the garden for building BERKELEY STREET and STRATTON

  STREET. Evelyn ‘could not but deplore that sweet place should be so much straight’nd and turned into tenements’. In 1692–5 Princess Anne lived here after a quarrel

  with her sister, Queen Mary. In 1696 the house was bought by the 1st Duke of Devonshire and renamed DEVONSHIRE HOUSE. In 1733 a fire, caused by a pot of glue boiling over

  while workmen breakfasted, completely gutted the house. It was rebuilt 1734–7 by William Kent for the 3rd Duke of Devonshire.




  BERKELEY SQUARE • W1. Takes its name from the 1st Lord Berkeley of Stratton, the Royalist commander in the Civil War, who soon after the Restoration acquired

  extensive lands to the north of PICADILLY (now the Berkeley Square and HILL STREET area) and built himself a great house fronting Piccadilly. In 1696

  BERKELEY HOUSE was sold by his descendants to the 1st Duke of Devonshire, but with a proviso that the view directly to the north of the house, so far as Lord

  Berkeley’s other lands extended, should never be spoiled by building upon them. This condition was in fact respected for over 200 years, for to the north of the gardens of Berkeley (later

  DEVONSHIRE) house lay those of LANSDOWNE HOUSE, and beyond them the garden in the centre of Berkeley Square. And, until after its demolition in 1924,

  the first houses to be seen, some 500 metres from the windows of Devonshire House, were the houses on the north side of Berkeley Square, which stood on the GROSVENOR

  ESTATE.




  As originally laid out in the 1730s, Berkeley Square therefore consisted only of long ranges of large houses on the east and west sides, the principal developers of which were Edward Cock and

  Francis Hillyard, carpenters. None of these houses survives on the east side, which is now dominated by banks and the ungainly mass of the showrooms and offices known as Berkeley Square House

  (1937–8). But on the west side Nos 42–46 (the Clermont Club) and 49–52 form a very fine group of mid-18th-century houses, and even the rebuilt No. 47 has the virtue of being by

  Ernest George and Peto (1891). Nos 45 and 46 are a splendid stone-faced pair, No. 45 probably by John Devall, mason, 1744. Clive of India lived here from 1761 until his death in the house from an

  overdose of laudanum in 1774. No. 44, described by Sir Nikolaus Pevsner as ‘the finest terrace house of London’, was built by William Kent 1742–4 for Lady Isabella Finch, a Maid of Honour to Princess Amelia. Its reticent façade belies its magnificent interior, and Horace Walpole, who was a frequent visitor to the house,

  thought that the staircase was ‘as beautiful a piece of scenery and, considering the space, of art as can be imagined’. In later years the Prince Regent often dined here with Lord and

  Lady Clermont, and today it is beautifully maintained by its present occupants, the Clermont Club.




  The northern part of the west side is now mostly occupied by large modern ‘prestige’ office blocks, but on the north side, on the GROSVENOR ESTATE, Nos 27 and

  28 date from the early 1820s, and were perhaps designed by Thomas Cundy the Elder. The builder of No. 28 was Thomas Cubitt. No. 25 is a handsome block of flats of 1905–6 by Frank T. Verity,

  its site formerly occupied by the fashionable Thomas’s Hotel. In 1990 it was redeveloped by the Halpern Partnership. No. 23 was contemporaneously redeveloped by Gale Stephen Steiner.




  Max Beerbohm said that Berkeley Square ‘has no squareness’, and (apart from the Georgian houses on the west side) it has little beauty now. On the south side, formerly occupied by

  the garden of Lansdowne House, now stands a large brick block of 1936. Despite the enduring popularity of the song, no nightingale has sung in Berkeley Square for many years (if ever). The aspect

  of the Square is, however, redeemed by over 30 enormous plane trees which are said to have been planted in 1789 and are among the finest specimens of this tree in the whole of London. In the centre

  of the garden is a little pump house with a Chinese roof of about 1800. Formerly there was an equestrian statue of George III; the garden’s only other permanent adornment now is a marble

  statue (1858) of a nymph pouring water from a vase into a basin, by Alexander Munro, one of the Pre-Raphaelites.




  Notable former inhabitants of the Square included William Pitt the Elder; Charles James Fox (1802–3); Field-Marshal Lord Clyde, better known as Sir Colin Campbell, hero of the Indian

  Mutiny; Sydney Smirke, architect; John Cam Hobhouse, Byron’s friend; and George Canning at No. 50, now occupied by Maggs, rare book and manuscript dealers since 1853. The florists Moyses

  Stevens Ltd were established in about 1872 at No. 146 Victoria Street by a Miss Moyses who had married a Mr Stevens. The firm moved to Berkeley Square in 1934 and was long a scented presence

  beneath the rebuilt Lansdowne House. It moved across the square to BRUTON STREET and then to Berkeley Street, where it maintained a presence in 2005. Annabel’s Club is

  at No. 44. Founded in the 1960s by Mark Birley, it is named after his then wife Lady Annabel Vane-Tempest, daughter of the 8th Marquess of Londonderry, who married Sir James Goldsmith in 1978.




  BERKELEY STREET • W1. Extends northward from PICCADILLY to BERKELEY SQUARE. Its site formed part of the lands

  acquired soon after the Restoration by the 1st Lord Berkeley of Stratton (see BERKELEY SQUARE). In the 1680s his widow began to dispose of outlying portions of the

  large garden behind the house, and by 1698 houses were being built along the east side of Berkeley Street. Alexander Pope later lived in one of them, and it was to the same house that in 1765 Mr

  Chaworth was brought after being mortally wounded at the STAR AND GARTER inn in PALL MALL in the famous duel with Lord Byron, great-uncle of the

  poet. Mrs Howard, mistress of Louis Napoleon (later Napoleon III), was a later resident here.




  None of these houses survives, and almost all of the present buildings in Berkeley Street were put up in the 20th century. On the west side there was in fact no building at all until after the

  demolition of DEVONSHIRE (previously BERKELEY) HOUSE in 1924. This side of Berkeley Street is now dominated by the side

  elevation of the vast new Devonshire House (1924–6), and further north by what were the equally large offices of Thomas Cook, the travel agents founded by a lay preacher and temperance

  campaigner in the 1840s. Both these blocks, and nearly all the buildings on the east side, have shops at street level, and today Berkeley Street is chiefly famous for its expensive car showrooms

  and for the MAYFAIR HOTEL and the HOLIDAY INN (formerly the Bristol which was built on the site of the old berkeley hotel by Chapman and Taylor in

  1971). The Empress Restaurant at No. 16 (Wimperis and Arber 1901) was originally the dining room of the Empress Club established in 1897 by some of Queen Victoria’s ladies-in-waiting. It is

  now a shop and offices.




  BERMONDSEY • SE1, SE16. The district on the THAMES comprising the north-eastern edge of the London Borough of SOUTHWARK. It lies west of ROTHERHITHE, east of LONDON BRIDGE, is bounded on the south by the OLD KENT ROAD, and

  is served by TOWER BRIDGE. The name may derive from Beormund’s eye (island), and may at one time have belonged to a Saxon lord of that name when the area can have been

  little more than a morass. In 1082 Aylwin Child founded the Cluniac BERMONDSEY ABBEY (hence ABBEY STREET), and its monks embanked the river here and

  cultivated the surrounding land, using St Saviour’s Dock as its port. SHAD THAMES runs east from the present Tower Bridge Road and then south into the junction of

  TOOLEY STREET and JAMAICA ROAD. The land here was once owned by the KNIGHTS TEMPLAR and Shad Thames is a corruption of St

  John at Thames. In Tooley Street stood the London houses of the Abbots of St Augustine’s, Canterbury, and of Battle, and the house of the Prior of Lewes. The street runs behind the warehouses

  between London Bridge and Tower Bridge, and Tooley is a corruption of St Olaf, Norway’s king and ally of Ethelred against the Danes, who was murdered in 1030. A medieval church dedicated to

  him stood in the street for centuries but its 1740 version was demolished in 1928 for the benefit of Hay’s Wharf Co.




  CHERRY GARDEN PIER projects into the river at Bermondsey Wall East and is a reminder of the Restoration pleasure gardens beside the river here which Pepys visited.

  Another resort was founded in 1766 in what is now Spa Road by one Thomas Keyse, a painter. When a chalybeate spring was found here in 1770 the place became a spa. JACOB’S

  ISLAND in Bermondsey was a notorious slum in the mid-19th century, described by both Mayhew and Dickens. In 1869 a tunnel was constructed under the river between TOWER

  HILL and Tooley Street, the engineer being P.W. Barlow, designer of the erstwhile Lambeth suspension bridge (see LAMBETH BRIDGE) and of ST

  PANCRAS STATION train shed. This was the second tunnel under the river, the first being Brunel’s between WAPPING and ROTHERHITHE.

  Barlow’s tunnel of cast-iron rings was only 2.1 metres in diameter but it was important as the prototype of London’s later tube railways. At first it contained a passenger railway, then

  became a footway, and in 1894, when TOWER BRIDGE was built, it was used to take water mains. In 1836 the first London passenger terminus was opened in Bermondsey near

  LONDON BRIDGE for the London to Greenwich Railway, the outcome of which was LONDON BRIDGE STATION, owned by the Southern Railway before railways were

  nationalized after the 2nd World War. The first line ran for 4 miles on 878 brick arches. The Croydon Railway, to which it became linked, was opened in 1839, starting at

  the BRICKLAYERS ARMS STATION in OLD KENT ROAD.
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  Hoefnagel’s painting of a wedding festivity in Bermondsey in the late 16th century.




  In industry, Bermondsey has been associated in the past not only with brewing but also with leather, represented by BERMONDSEY LEATHER MARKET in Weston Street, though the

  industry there has died. The 3½ miles of riverside were once an important wharfage area with rows of warehouses, the most famous being those of HAY’S WHARF

  lying between London Bridge and Tower Bridge on the Upper Pool, a business founded in 1651 by Alexander Hay. The decline of the docks in the 1960s and 70s had a devastating effect on this part

  of Bermondsey which became increasingly empty and derelict with a declining and largely unemployed population. The transformation of Hay’s Wharf into Hay’s Galleria by Michael Twigg

  Brown and Partners (1982–6) was one of the first major developments in the LONDON DOCKLANDS DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION’S regeneration of ‘Bermondsey

  Riverside’. The conversion of BUTLERS WHARF, east of Tower Bridge, by Conran and Partners followed (1985–97); the speedy gentrification of the area was

  underwritten by the opening of the JUBILEE LINE’S Bermondsey Station (by Ian Ritchie) in JAMAICA ROAD in 1999, and confirmed by the

  construction (from 1999) of the MORE LONDON business area and the GREATER LONDON AUTHORITY’S CITY HALL (2000–2). The effect is spreading,

  garages and cafés under the railway arches are giving way to smart restaurants and bars and property prices are rising fast.




  The parish church is ST MARY MAGDALEN, Bermondsey Street, rebuilt in 1680 on the site of a medieval church probably constructed by Bermondsey Abbey for tenants and

  labourers on the Abbey lands. Other notable churches are ST JAMES, Thurland Road (1829), and the Roman Catholic Church of the Most Holy Trinity, Dockhead (rebuilt 1960).
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  Butlers Wharf; cafe life in regenerated Bermondsey.




  Bermondsey Abbey • In 1082 Aylwin Child, a wealthy and prominent citizen, founded a priory dedicated to St Saviour. The buildings took seven years to complete

  and covered the ground which now lies between Grange Walk and Long Walk. In 1089 the first four monks arrived from the monastery of La Charité on the Loire. They belonged to the Cluniac

  order, a strict branch of the Benedictines. One of them, named Petreius, became the first prior. In 1094 William Rufus gave them the surrounding manor. Henry I later gave

  them land in ROTHERHITHE, DULWICH, SOUTHWARK and Whaddon, besides advowsons of churches in Kent. In 1115 Princess Mary,

  daughter of Malcolm III of Scotland and wife of the Count de Boulogne, died at the priory while visiting England and was buried here. In 1117 the Rood of Grace, a Saxon cross, was found nearby in

  the THAMES. It was thought to have dropped from heaven and to have miraculous powers. It consequently attracted hundreds of pilgrims every year.




  In 1140 King Stephen freed the priory from paying tolls and taxes and gave it the right to hold a court of law. He also endowed it with land in SOUTHWARK, the Manor of

  Grave and the church of Writtle. In 1154 an early parliament met at the priory, a group of clergy and nobles selected by Henry II for the first time on merit alone. In 1213 Prior Richard founded an

  almonry for indigent children and necessitous converts and dedicated it to St Thomas. It was later amalgamated with another in SOUTHWARK founded by St Mary’s Priory

  and became st THOMAS’ HOSPITAL. A monastic school existed at this time which was highly esteemed. Henry III renewed permission to the monks to hold a weekly market and

  an annual fair at CHARLTON. In 1290 Edward I gave them the manors of Hallingbury, Wideford, Cowyk, Upton and RICHMOND. In 1324 John de Causancia, the

  prior, and some of his monks were arrested for harbouring rebels, probably supporters of Thomas, Earl of Lancaster, after his defeat at Boroughbridge two years earlier. In 1373 Edward III appointed

  Richard Dunton as the first English prior, his predecessors having all been French.




  In 1380 Richard II drew up a charter freeing the monastery from its parent house of La Charité. Money which had previously been sent abroad was spent on rebuilding the cloister and

  refectory. In 1387 the nave was re-roofed and new windows were put in the presbytery. In 1397 Thomas, Duke of Gloucester, murdered at Calais – probably on the orders of his nephew Richard II

  – was temporarily buried here before being moved to WESTMINSTER ABBEY. In 1399 the priory became an abbey on instructions from Pope Boniface IX. In 1436 Catherine de

  Valois, widow of Henry V, was banished to the abbey after her longstanding secret marriage to Owen Tudor was discovered. She died six months later. In 1437 the body of Joanna of Navarre, Henry

  IV’s queen, lay here before being buried at Canterbury. In 1486 Elizabeth Woodville, widow of Edward IV, was sent here by order of the Council, after a rebellion in Ireland. She died here six

  years later.




  The abbey was surrendered to Henry VIII 1537–8. Abbot Robert Wharton was granted a large pension of £333 6s 8d a year and later became Bishop of Hereford. In 1541 the abbey buildings

  were granted to Sir Robert Southwell, Master of the Rolls. Within months he sold them to Sir Thomas Pope, Treasurer of the Court of Augmentations, who pulled down most of the buildings and used the

  stone to build himself a large residence known as BERMONDSEY HOUSE. The Rood (or Cross) of Grace was set up on Horsleydown Common where it stood until attacked by a

  Protestant mob in 1559. With the wealth he accumulated from the DISSOLUTION OF THE MONASTERIES, Sir Thomas Pope founded Trinity College, Oxford and many of the books from

  the monastic libraries and probably some from Bermondsey were transferred there. The gate hooks of the abbey remain in Grange Walk and there is a 14th-century salver from the abbey in the parish

  church of ST MARY MAGDALEN.




  Bermondsey House • Bermondsey. Stood on the present site of Bermondsey Square. It was built in 1541 with the stones of BERMONDSEY

  ABBEY by Sir Thomas Pope, Treasurer of the Court of Augmentations. Orchards, gardens, barns, pastures and ponds covered the 20-acre site. From about 1567 it was used by the Earl of Sussex as

  a town house. Queen Elizabeth visited him here in 1570 for the first time and, in 1583, attended his deathbed in the house. The family apparently ceased to live here after 1595.




  Bermondsey Leather Market • Leathermarket Street, SE1. Built in Weston Street in 1879 to serve the local tanning industry. There had been tanners in

  BERMONDSEY since the early Middle Ages. In 1392 the butchers of London were ordered to deposit skins and offal there. The industry made use of the tidal streams and the

  nearby oak bark. Citizens are said to have fled to the area during the GREAT PLAGUE, believing the smell from the works would protect them. In 1703 the leather industry was

  granted a charter by Queen Anne and Bermondsey became the major leather-working centre. The market was a roofed square, piled high with skins, in the centre of a large block of buildings. Dickens

  describes the market as reeking with evil smells and the workers in rawhide aprons and gaiters. The 1833 leathermarket building now houses the London Glassblowing Workshop and Gallery.




  BERMONDSEY (NEW CALEDONIAN) ANTIQUES MARKET • Bermondsey Square, SE1. London’s largest high-quality antiques market takes place every Friday morning,

  with business getting under way as early as 4 a.m. Established here in the 1960s when the old CALEDONIAN MARKET site in ISLINGTON was redeveloped, it

  attracts professional dealers and collectors from far and wide as well as casual buyers and tourists. The mass of antiques on sale includes paintings, prints, furniture, silver, jewellery, clocks,

  porcelain, glass and other collectibles. The area also has several antique shops (and junk shops) that remain open all week.




  BERMONDSEY STREET • SE1. Now a conservation area, this street led in the Middle Ages from the THAMES to BERMONDSEY

  ABBEY on the site of Abbey Street and Bermondsey Square (noted today for its Friday antiques market). ST MARY MAGDALEN, Bermondsey parish church, rebuilt 1680, with

  later alterations, has a beautifully restored interior. Buildings of interest in the street include No. 78, probably 17th century, and the old watchhouse at the corner of Abbey Street. Old

  warehouses and street names, such as Tanner Street, Leathermarket Street and Morocco Street, provide evidence of Bermondsey’s former leather industry. The FASHION AND

  TEXTILES MUSEUM founded by designer Zandra Rhodes opened at No. 83 in 2003.




  BERNARD STREET • WC1. Built 1799–1802 by James Burton on the FOUNDLING HOSPITAL estate and named after Sir Thomas Bernard, the

  Hospital Treasurer 1795–1806. Roget, compiler of the famous Thesaurus, lived here 1808–43, as did Roger Fry, artist and art critic, 1927–34. (See BLOOMSBURY GROUP.) The RUSSELL SQUARE tube station on one side and the Brunswick Centre development (see BRUNSWICK SQUARE) on the other

  do the street no favours.




  BERNERS STREET • W1. Laid out on land acquired in 1654 by Josias Berners of Woolverstone Hall in Suffolk and developed by his descendant, William Berners.

  Building began on it in 1746 and with NEWMAN STREET, CHARLOTTE STREET and RATHBONE PLACE it became a part of MARYLEBONE’S artistic colony, London’s earliest Quartier Latin, in the second half of the 18th century. John Opie RA, the portrait painter

  known as the ‘Cornish Wonder’, lived from 1791 till his death in 1807 at No. 8, with the painter and art critic Henry Fuseli for neighbour at No. 13; Benjamin Robert Haydon recalls a

  visit to the latter in 1804: ‘I saw a little, bony hand slide round the edge of the door, followed by a little, white-headed lion-faced man in an old flannel dressing-gown, tied round his

  waist with a piece of rope, and upon his head the bottom of Mrs Fuseli’s work-basket.’




  Several of the houses were built by Sir William Chambers, who resided at No. 53, designed by himself, from 1769 to 1807; before its demolition, it was a finely appointed dwelling with beautiful

  door-cases. Sir Robert Smirke lived in the street in 1807 and a third architect, Thomas Hardwick, died at No. 55 in 1829. Samuel Taylor Coleridge lodged with his friends, the Morgans, at No. 71

  from 1812 to 1816, and it was to No. 54 that Theodore Hook sent all manner of unwanted goods in what became known as the Berners Street Hoax. Arthur Sanderson and Sons Ltd, the wallpaper and fabric

  manufacturers at Nos 52–53, were established at 17 SOHO SQUARE in 1860 and moved here five years later. No. 10 dates back to 1835 and was converted into a hotel (now

  the Berners Hotel) in 1904 from five existing houses.




  BERWICK STREET • W1. Built between 1687 and 1703, it was probably named after the Duke of Berwick, an illegitimate son of James II, who may have been a

  protector of James Pollett, the Roman Catholic ground landlord. In 1720 Strype described it as ‘a pretty handsome strait street, with new well built houses much inhabited by the French where

  they have a church’. In fact they had two: L’Ancienne Patente, and L’Eglise du Quarré. There are several houses dating from the 1730s, Nos 26, 31–32, 46–48,

  50–52, 69–71, 77 and 79–81. The Green Man public house at No. 57 occupies a site where there has been a tavern since at least 1738. The Berwick Street MARKET seems to have begun some time in the 18th century when shopkeepers began displaying their goods on the pavement, but it was not officially recognized until 1892. In the 19th

  century, the street was in the middle of a densely crowded slummy area: there were many cases of CHOLERA here in 1854. Now it is a typical SOHO

  street. The Blue Posts public house at No. 22 occupies a site where there has been a tavern of either this name or the Three Blue Posts since at least 1739. Kemp House (1959–61) is by L.C.

  Holbrook.




  BESSBOROUGH GARDENS • SW1. Built in about 1841 and named after John Ponsonby, Baron Duncannon of Bessborough, First Commissioner of Woods and Forests (hence

  also DUNCANNON STREET and Ponsonby Place and Terrace). The Queen Mother’s Commemorative Fountain, in aluminium, is by Sir Peter Shepheard (1980). In the 1980s road

  improvements for the junction of VAUXHALL BRIDGE ROAD and MILLBANK led to the demolition of much of the square and some redevelopment.




  BETHLEHEM ROYAL HOSPITAL – see BETHLEM ROYAL HOSPITAL.




  BETHLEM ROYAL HOSPITAL • Beckenham, Kent. Founded in 1247 by Sheriff Simon Fitz Mary as the Priory of St Mary Bethlehem outside BISHOPSGATE. The priory is known to have had a hospital attached in 1329 but this was probably for general complaints, and it was not until 1377 that ‘distracted’ patients

  were looked after, that is to say were kept chained to the wall by leg or ankle and, when violent, ducked in water or whipped. In 1346 the MAYOR and CORPORATION took the priory and hospital under their protection; and in 1547, when the priory was dissolved, they bought the site from the King and re-established the hospital as a

  lunatic asylum. In 1557 the asylum was placed under the government of BRIDEWELL.




  In 1675–6 it was moved to a building in MOORFIELDS which was designed by Robert Hooke and which Evelyn said was very beautiful and similar in design to the

  Tuileries. It cost £17,000. At the entrance stood Cibber’s statues of Madness and Melancholy, ‘great Cibber’s brazen brainless brothers’, as Pope called

  them. They were, in fact, of painted Portland stone. They were modelled on inmates, one of whom was said to have been Oliver Cromwell’s porter. Visitors had been

  allowed in to look at the inmates since the beginning of the 17th century and Bedlam had become one of the sights of London. The chained patients were placed in cells in galleries like caged

  animals in a menagerie. The asylum received large sums of money from the visitors until 1770 when it was decided that they ‘tended to disturb the tranquility of the patients’ by

  ‘making sport and diversion of the miserable inhabitants’ and that admission should be by ticket only. The lot of the patients had by then been improved by the work of John Howard and

  public sympathy engendered by the mental illness of George III. Whips were no longer used.
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  Robert Hooke’s Bethlehem Royal Hospital, built in the 1670s and compared by John Evelyn to the Tuileries in Paris.




  In 1800 James Lewis, the hospital surveyor, reported the building unsafe and drew up designs for a new building at LAMBETH, which were accepted. This new building was

  finished in 1815 and 122 patients were brought to it in hackney coaches from Moorfields. The next year blocks for criminal lunatics were added at the request of the government. Further blocks at

  the rear and a dome and portico to the central block were added in 1835 by Sydney Smirke. The first resident medical officer, Dr W. Charles Hood, was appointed in 1851. Among those under his care

  was Augustus Pugin. In 1864 the criminal patients were moved to Broadmoor.




  In 1925, when the decision was made to relocate the hospital away from central London, the governors bought part of the Monks Orchard estate, including the vast Victorian Monks Orchard House

  (1854), on the borders of the boroughs of BECKENHAM and CROYDON. The dilapidated mansion was demolished, construction of the new Bethlem Hospital

  started in 1928 and it opened in 1930. The hospital buildings occupy only a small portion of the extensive Monks Orchard grounds, parts of which were later sold off for housing development. Lord

  Rothermere bought the grounds of the old hospital and gave them to the LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL as a park in memory of his mother, Geraldine Mary Harmsworth. In 1936 the

  central block of the old hospital, whose wings had been demolished, became the home of the IMPERIAL WAR MUSEUM.




  In 1948 Bethlem Royal Hospital merged with MAUDSLEY HOSPITAL as part of the new National Health Service. Now governed by the South London and Maudsley NHS Trust, founded

  in 1999, it is the oldest psychiatric hospital in the world.




  The Bethlem Royal Hospital Archives and Museum, based at the hospital, was established in 1967 as the Archives Department of Bethlem Royal Hospital and Maudsley Hospital. As well as the archives

  of these establishments and of Warlingham Park Hospital (opened in 1903 as Croydon Mental Hospital), it houses art and historical collections of interest and importance in the field of mental

  health, including Cibber’s statues of Madness and Melancholy from the gates of the 17th-century Bethlehem Hospital in Moorfields.




  BETHNAL GREEN • E1, E2, E3. The poorest district of London in Victorian times, though two centuries earlier it was a pleasant country area attracting wealthy

  residents. The name, thought to mean ‘Blida’s corner’, is of Saxon origin and the Bishop of London, who was Lord of the Manor of STEPNEY which then

  included Bethnal Green, had a residence where the LONDON CHEST HOSPITAL now stands. In the Bishop’s Wood nearby, the ALDERMEN and SHERIFFS of London once spent May Day in the reign of Henry VI. The legend of the Blind Beggar of Bethnal Green may have originated about this time.




  The centre of the village was the Green (the present Bethnal Green Gardens). A large mansion called Kirby’s Castle was built there in 1570. It belonged to Sir William Ryder, Deputy Master

  of TRINITY HOUSE, when Pepys kept his diary there during the GREAT FIRE. It later became the Bethnal House Lunatic Asylum. Sir Balthazar Gerbier,

  painter and courtier, and Robert Ainsworth, the lexicographer, kept schools in Bethnal Green; and William Caslon, the printer, retired here in about 1758.




  The urban invasion from the south-western corner began towards the end of the 17th century with the spread of the silk-weaving industry from SPITALFIELDS. When Bethnal

  Green was made a separate parish from STEPNEY in 1743 it was claimed that the ‘hamlet contains above eighteen hundred houses, and is computed to have more than fifteen

  thousand inhabitants . . . consisting chiefly of weavers, dyers and other dependents . . . crowded into narrow streets and courts . . . three or four families in a house’. In 1777 John Wesley

  recorded in his Journal, ‘I began visiting those of our Society who lived in Bethnal Green. Many of these I found in such poverty as few can conceive without seeing it.’ By 1840

  it was estimated that six times as many looms were employed in Bethnal Green as in the former weaving centres of Spitalfields and Mile End New Town. The decline of the industry at this time

  aggravated distress in the area, although other industries soon developed in its place. These were also based on the home and the small workshop, and included furniture, clothes and boot and shoe

  manufacture. In 1889 Charles Booth found that almost 45 per cent of the population lived below subsistence level – the highest proportion in London. The Jago district around Old Nichol Street

  was particularly notorious for crime and poverty. The Victorians introduced several improvements intended to help the area. The Bishop’s Wood, later known as Bonner’s Fields, was

  purchased by the Crown and laid out as victoria park in the 1840s. Angela Burdett-Coutts erected a drinking fountain in the park, a block of flats – Columbia Square – and COLUMBIA MARKET. The East London branch of the VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUM, now called the BETHNAL GREEN MUSEUM OF CHILDHOOD, was opened

  in 1872. Oxford House, a university settlement, was established in 1884, the same year as TOYNBEE HALL.




  Bethnal Green was transformed during the 20th century by slum clearance, the building of large council estates, the loss of most of its industries and the decline of its population from the peak

  of about 130,000 in 1901 to about one third of this number by the 1960s. The Bethnal Green Gardens conservation area incorporates most of the older buildings left and is the only part to retain

  something of the former village atmosphere. The COLUMBIA ROAD FLOWER MARKET has become something of an institution and extends into Ezra Street and

  Ravenscroft Street, where numerous cafés and small shops have sprung up to take advantage of the Sunday crowds. Bethnal Green is famous as the birthplace and early home of Barbara Windsor,

  star of the Carry On films and of the television soap opera Eastenders. It was also the stamping ground of East End gangland bosses Ronnie and Reggie Kray – the Kray Twins

  (see also BETHNAL GREEN ROAD). The Metropolitan Borough of Bethnal Green, created in 1900, has been part of the London Borough of TOWER

  HAMLETS since 1965.
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  For a few pence and a meal men break stones in the Labour Yard of the Bethnal Green Employment Association in 1868.




  BETHNAL GREEN MUSEUM OF CHILDHOOD • Cambridge Heath Road, E2. A branch of the VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUM, housing its collections of

  toys, children’s books and other material connected with childhood. The main prefabricated iron structure, made by Charles Young & Co., formed part of the temporary buildings erected for

  the parent museum in SOUTH KENSINGTON in 1856. It was removed in the late 1860s to its present site (opening in 1872), where it was encased in a brickwork exterior designed

  by James Wild and erected under the supervision of Major-General Henry Scott. The mosaic panels which form a frieze on the exterior, representing agriculture and art and science, are the work of

  students of the National Art Training School, now the ROYAL COLLEGE OF ART, who were provided with designs by F.W. Moody.




  The museum in the 19th century contained collections of food and animal products, plus various loan collections of art, the first being that of Sir Richard Wallace, later to become a public

  museum in its own right (see WALLACE COLLECTION). After the 1st World War, the museum was remodelled as an art museum, and opened a children’s section. It has

  specialized entirely in childhood since 1974. The lower galleries, containing an extensive collection of toys, dolls, dolls’ houses, games and puppets, were redesigned in stages during

  1976–86. The upper galleries display aspects of the history of childhood, including children’s dress, learning toys, nursery antiques and children’s books. The bronze nude, The

  Eagle Slayer, in the grounds is by John Bell (1847, erected here 1927).




  BETHNAL GREEN ROAD • E2. While an outline of part of the road appears on Gascoyne’s 1703 map, its present form dates from improvements by the

  METROPOLITAN BOARD OF WORKS in 1879, including the construction of a completely new section from BRICK LANE to Shoreditch High Street. The Great

  Eastern Railway Bridge which crosses the road by CAMBRIDGE HEATH ROAD dates from 1893. On 3 March 1943, 173 people were killed, 62 of them children, during a panic at the

  entrance to Bethnal Green Underground Station which, not yet operational, was being used as an air-raid shelter. In March 1995 the funeral cortège of gangster Ronnie Kray, who had died of a

  heart attack in Broadmoor Prison, set out from English’s Funeral Parlour at No. 464 Bethnal Green Road. Thousands of people lined the street as the hearse, pulled by six black-plumed horses,

  crammed with floral tributes and followed by 26 limousines, travelled to St Matthew’s Church along Vallance Road, where the twins had lived at No. 178. (The house itself, popularly known as

  ‘Fortress Kray’, had been demolished some years earlier and replaced by a block of flats.) The dramatic performance was repeated twice more, in April 2000 for the funeral of the

  twins’ elder brother Charlie and in October 2000 for the funeral of the other twin Reggie.




  BEULAH HILL • SE19. Once a gravel lane across Norwood Common (see UPPER NORWOOD) called Beggar’s Hill, because of the

  gypsies that frequented the area. Like BEULAH SPA, it appears to take its name from Bewlys Coppice and in the enclosure plans for the area was to form part of the ‘new

  town of Beulah’. From the 1830s to the 1880s a fine residential road developed, with villas, large family homes and mansions. Felix Mendelssohn stayed with Thomas Attwood (organist at

  ST PAUL’S CATHEDRAL) at Roselawn in 1829 and 1832, and composed there; Dickens visited Springfield, which is reputed to be the setting for the meeting between David

  Copperfield and Dora Spenlow. Little Menlo was the home of Colonel Gourard, Thomas Edison’s representative in England; and Charles Haddon Spurgeon, the Baptist preacher, purchased a mansion

  called Westwood in 1880. In 1953, the Beulah Hill Treasure Trove, consisting of gold nobles and silver groats from the reign of Edward III, was found in a garden. Many of the original houses have

  been demolished to make way for modern flats, Tivoli Lodge (see BEULAH SPA), Innisfail and part of St Joseph’s College, once known as Grecian Villa, being among

  those that remain. The Beulah Hill television transmitter was erected in 1955 specifically to broadcast programmes for the new channel, ITV.




  Beulah Spa • Situated in UPPER NORWOOD in an area now bounded by BEULAH HILL, Spa Hill and Grange Road. The

  discovery of the mineral spring has been attributed to the miraculous recovery of a sick horse grazing nearby. Its curative properties were certainly known in the 18th century. John Davidson Smith,

  owner of this section of the Manor of Whitehorse, employed the architect Decimus Burton in 1828 to convert Bewlys Coppice into a health resort and place of entertainment. It opened as the Royal

  Beulah Spa and Gardens in 1831; its attractions included an octagonal reading room, a terrace, a maze, an orchestra, a camera obscura and an archery ground, set in beautiful rural surroundings.

  Military bands played, there was dancing and fortunes were told by local gypsies (see GIPSY HILL). The well was protected by a thatched wigwam-shaped hut and was

  declared to be ‘one of the purest and strongest of the saline spas in the country’. Coaches ran several times daily to the spa from CHARING CROSS. Mrs

  Fitzherbert, the Earl and Countess of Munster and the Duke of Gloucester were among the visitors. But by the mid-1840s it was in decline and in 1845 it was eclipsed by the arrival of the

  CRYSTAL PALACE in NORWOOD. Tivoli Lodge, the rustic entrance lodge, is relatively unchanged, but all that remains of the spa itself is an area of

  open ground called the Lawns.




  BEVERLEY BROOK • Rises in SUTTON, flowing northwards between RICHMOND PARK and WIMBLEDON

  COMMON to Earlsfield and thence to the THAMES near PUTNEY BRIDGE. In 1880 an application was made by the District Railway to run a line from

  PUTNEY along the Beverley Brook valley to KINGSTON and SURBITON, but this was refused and the line was constructed to

  Wimbledon to connect with South Western Railway services to those places.




  BEVIS MARKS • EC3. Just inside the line of the city wall and now, with CAMOMILE STREET and DUKE’S PLACE,

  the eastward continuation of modern London Wall, its name is a corruption of Burics Marks, the town house of the Abbot of Bury St Edmunds which once stood here. The BEVIS MARKS

  SYNAGOGUE covers its site. Dickens spent a whole morning wandering through the street to find a house suitable to describe as the ‘little habitation’

  where Sampson Brass, the lawyer in The Old Curiosity Shop, had his office – a small dark house, ‘so close upon the footway that the passenger who rakes the wall brushes the dim

  glass with his coat sleeve – much to its improvement, for it is very dirty’.




  BEVIS MARKS SYNAGOGUE • Bevis Marks, EC3. This uniquely preserved and well-appointed synagogue (also known as the Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue) was built

  1700–1 by Sephardic Jews from Spain and Portugal; it took the place of an earlier one in Creechurch Lane, the first to be opened after the Jews were allowed to return to England by Cromwell

  in 1657. The builder was Joseph Avis, a Quaker. Queen Anne gave one of the main beams. The design is a plain rectangle with two tiers of windows, a flat ceiling and three galleries. The original

  Jewish furnishings are not dissimilar from those one would find in City churches; the seven chandeliers from Amsterdam (some with eight, others with six sconces) are exceptionally fine. The birth

  of Benjamin Disraeli in 1804 is recorded in the synagogue register. His father, Isaac D’Israeli, was a member of the Sephardi congregation here but, after falling out with the synagogue

  authorities, he had his son baptized at ST ANDREW’S HOLBORN in 1817, which would later allow Disraeli to become a Member of Parliament and eventually Prime Minister. A

  kosher restaurant occupies the synagogue’s glassed-over courtyard.




  BEXLEY • Kent. This London borough was formed in 1965 by uniting BEXLEY, ERITH, CRAYFORD and SIDCUP. Bexley

  village, at the intersection of two ancient roads and a ford on the River CRAY, was a manor of the Archbishop of Canterbury from ad 814 until the time of Henry VIII. In

  Domesday Book it was said to have three mills, and it remained a thriving agricultural centre until the 20th century. Its attractive situation and nearness to London drew wealthy people to

  it, and the houses and parklands of some of them remain today like oases in the monotony of modern suburbia. HALL PLACE is the most outstanding of them. DANSON PARK has a Palladian villa by Robert Taylor (1765) in grounds landscaped by ‘Capability’ Brown for Sir John Boyd; an earlier owner of this estate, John Styleman of

  the East India Company, founded the almshouses (1755) in Bexley High Street. The Chapel House, a cottage with a spire stuck on it to add charm to the vista from Danson House, stands incongruously

  by a busy roundabout in nearby Blendon. The antiquary John Thorpe lived at Bexley for much of his life; his High Street House (1761) still graces the town. St Mary’s church contains some

  12th-century elements. It has a striking octagonal shingled tower.




  BEXLEYHEATH • Kent. For centuries an open heath, crossed by the Roman road from London to Dover, Bexleyheath suddenly blossomed into a new township early in

  the 19th century. Many of its early inhabitants worked at textile-printing factories at CRAYFORD but later in the century market gardening was developed on a large scale.

  Bexleyheath rapidly outgrew BEXLEY village in population, and became the centre of local government after 1880. The RED HOUSE was built in 1859 by

  Philip Webb for William Morris and is now owned by the National Trust. Dante Gabriel Rossetti considered it ‘more a poem than a house’.




  BICKLEY • Kent. Apart from a small hamlet, Cross-in-Hand, which had one residence, later known as Farrants from the name of its owner, this whole area was

  formerly scrubland, suitable only for hunting. Before the mid-18th century there was a hunting lodge known as Highway Bush, owned by Thomas Jukes. In 1759 the area came under the ownership of John

  Wells, whose family had for many years carried on business at DEPTFORD as shipbuilders. Under Wells’s ownership the modern Bickley appeared. The mansion Bickley Hall

  was built in 1780 by John Wells on the site of the old hunting lodge. Much of the surrounding waste of furze and briar was cleared to become pleasure grounds attached to the Hall. The winding lanes

  through the area were replaced by thoroughfares.




  John Wells died a bachelor in 1794. It is believed that the name he chose for his house came from Bickleigh in Devon, where a branch of the family lived. The estate remained in the possession of

  the Wells family for some years and it is reported that one of them, also a John Wells, when he was 70 years of age was involved with a banking firm that failed. He walked out of Bickley Hall with

  his Bible in one hand, his gun in the other, these being his only remaining possessions. After the estate had passed through a number of hands, it was bought in 1861 by George Wythes, a wealthy

  contractor, who sold it in 2- and 5-acre plots for the building of large houses with extensive grounds. A church dedicated to St George was built in 1863 and part of the parklands were converted

  into cricket pitches. They are now the grounds of the Bickley Park Cricket Club. Later a preparatory school for boys, the house was demolished in the 1960s. Bickley is in the London Borough of

  BROMLEY.




  BIG BANG • 27 October 1986 see STOCK EXCHANGE.




  BIG BEN • Palace of Westminster, SW1. The sobriquet was originally given to the Great Bell of Westminster and has since been extended to include the bell,

  clock and St Stephen’s Tower of the Houses of Parliament. The architect of the Houses of Parliament, Sir Charles Barry, was not ultimately responsible for the provision of bell and clock, and

  that part of the rebuilding of the PALACE OF WESTMINSTER is therefore dealt with here.




  In 1840 the foundation stone of the new Houses of Parliament was laid, a feature of the design being a clock tower about 98 metres high. In 1844 Barry applied to Parliament for authority to

  provide a clock for the clock tower. He had an understanding with Benjamin Vulliamy, the Queen’s clockmaker and Master of the CLOCKMAKERS’ COMPANY, who was to

  design it. Barry promised Parliament that it would be an eight-day clock, show the time on four 9-metre diameter dials, chime the quarter-hours on eight bells and strike the hours on a 14-tonne

  bell. The First Lord of Her Majesty’s Woods, Forests, Land Revenues and Buildings added that it would be ‘a noble clock’, indeed a king of clocks, the biggest and best in the

  world, within sight and sound of the throbbing heart of London.




  In 1845 Vulliamy submitted his design and working drawings, but when the Commissioners for rebuilding received an appeal from E.J. Dent to let him compete for the construction of the clock, a

  heated controversy arose over Barry’s amicable arrangement with Vulliamy. Under pressure, the Commissioners announced an open competition in 1846, the terms to be formulated by the Astronomer

  Royal, Professor George Biddell Airy, who himself had designed the important clock of the ROYAL EXCHANGE. Airy demanded an accuracy that astonished the horological trade:

  the first stroke of each hour should be correct to within one second, and the performance should be checked twice a day at the ROYAL OBSERVATORY, GREENWICH, by telegraph.

  Though his conditions were widely regarded as impractical in a large mechanism partially exposed to the elements, Airy was adamant and five years of bitter controversy

  followed. Vulliamy’s design was dismissed by Airy as merely ‘a village clock of a very superior character’. At the GREAT EXHIBITION in 1851 Airy was

  impressed by the large clock which now surmounts KING’S CROSS STATION, the minute hands of which moved every half-second instead of the then usual thirty seconds. Made

  by Dent, its designer was Edmund Beckett Denison, an abrasive lawyer whom Airy invited to be co-adjudicator of the competition, no doubt as a formidable ally in the political battles surrounding

  the clock. In 1852 the contract was at last given to Dent and production started, but following Dent’s death in 1853 the work was continued by his stepson, Frederick Dent. At about this time

  Airy resigned as co-referee, having been eclipsed by Denison. In 1854 the clock was finished, but as the tower was not complete the clock remained on test in Dent’s workshop for the next five

  years. Denison devised the double three-legged gravity escapement in which a 305-kilo pendulum is regulated by a scape wheel of about 7 grams, the pendulum remaining unaffected by wind pressures

  and other external influences. Visually the clock has been compared to a big flat-bed printing press. It is about 5 metres long by 1.4 metres wide, and weighs about 5 tonnes. The 2½ tonne

  drive weights suspended in the tower are steadied by revolving vanes when the strike mechanism is in operation. The total cost was £4,080.
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  In May 1858, 16 horses drew the new 13-tonne bell ‘Victoria’ to the Clock Tower, Westminster Palace.




  In 1856 a great bell was cast by Messrs Warner of CRIPPLEGATE in their Stockton-on-Tees works, and was brought to London by sea and up the THAMES.

  Denison had insisted on his own mixture of metals – 22 parts of copper to 7 of tin – which the bell founders refused to endorse, declaring themselves responsible only for the casting.

  Despite Warner’s miscalculation of the quantity of metal required, which in consequence ran short during the casting, the bell weighed 16 tonnes instead of the 14 intended. When quarter-chime

  bells had been cast at CRIPPLEGATE to match its tone, all were suspended on trial cat-gallows in PALACE YARD. The great bell was fitted with a

  355-kilo clapper, but as the tone was unsatisfactory during the following months, Denison gradually increased the weight of the clapper. In 1857 when a 660-kilo clapper was used, it caused a 1.2

  metre crack and the bell was pronounced ‘porous, unhomogeneous, unsound and a defective casting’.




  Public interest in these proceedings was intense, and it was about this time that the great bell of Westminster became known as Big Ben. There are two theories as to the origin of the name,

  though neither can be proved. During the debate in the House on the naming of the new bell, it is said that the large Chief Commissioner of Works, Sir Benjamin Hall, was speaking when a Member

  called out, ‘Why not Big Ben?’ There is, however, no record of this in Hansard. The second theory is that the bell is named after the popular boxer Benjamin Caunt, who was the

  publican of the Coach and Horses in St Martin’s Lane and who weighed 18 stone. On 23 September 1857 Caunt fought an epic 60 rounds with Nathaniel Langham, the only man who had ever beaten the

  famous Tom Sayers. No decision was reached but his retirement thereafter virtually coincided with the destruction of the great bell in Palace Yard in October.




  In 1858 the metal from the cracked bell was broken up and used in recasting by George Mears of the WHITECHAPEL BELL FOUNDRY. Mears obtained Denison’s approval of

  the bell before it left the foundry and stipulated that it should not be struck by a hammer of more than 203 kilos. Sixteen horses pulled the bell on an open flat cart

  through crowd-lined streets. It weighed 13 tons, 10¾ hundredweight and 15 pounds (about 13¾ tonnes) and rendered the note E. It is decorated with the Royal Arms and Portcullis of

  Westminster, with low-relief Gothic tracery round the crown, and an inscription round the outer lip: ‘This bell was cast by George Mears of Whitechapel for the clock of the Houses of

  Parliament under the Direction of Edmund Beckett Denison QC in the 21st year of the reign of Queen Victoria in the year of our Lord MDCCCLVIII.’ The four quarter bells are the original Warner

  ones and weigh 4 tonnes, 1.7 tonnes, 1.3 tonnes and 1.1 tonnes respectively. After the clock and bells had been placed in position the 2.5-tonne cast-iron hands were found to be too heavy for the

  mechanism to move, so they were replaced by much lighter gunmetal hands. When Dent found that the minute hands fell several feet each time they passed the vertical he designed hollow 4-metre-long

  copper minute hands weighing only about 100 kilos, which at last proved satisfactory. The 2.7-metre-long gunmetal hour hands, weighing about 300 kilos, remain. The 40-tonne clock faces had been

  reduced by Augustus Welby Pugin from the proposed 9-metre diameter to 7 metres for aesthetic reasons. Each minute space is 30 centimetres square. The faces were illuminated at night by 60 gas jets

  which were replaced in 1912 by electric lighting.




  On 31 May 1859 the clock and bell became operational. Until 1913, when automatic winding gear was installed, it used to take two men 32 hours to wind the clock which, from the outset, was very

  accurate. The 4-metre-long pendulum, weighing 310 kilos, could easily be regulated by the addition or subtraction of very small weights, usually (old) pennies, the addition of one causing the clock

  to gain two fifths of a second in 24 hours. The chimes imitated those of St Mary’s church in Cambridge, where Denison had been an undergraduate. These had been arranged from the aria in

  Handel’s Messiah, ‘I know that my redeemer liveth’. Traditionally the lines




  

    

      All through this hour Lord be my Guide


      And by Thy Power no foot shall slide


    


  




  accompany the chimes.




  When the bell cracked within a few months it was discovered that Denison had fitted a 355-kilo hammer despite Mears’s stipulation of a 203-kilo maximum. This hammer can now be seen at the

  foot of the Terrace Stairs within the Houses of Parliament. When the depth of the crack was probed it was decided that it was not necessary to recast the bell. It was turned slightly to prevent the

  smaller 203-kilo hammer from aggravating the crack, which was restrained by a slot cut in the lip, and it no longer sounds an E note. During the intervening three years the hour was struck on a

  quarter bell and at last in 1862 the cracked Big Ben resumed service. In 1910 it tolled for the first time for the funeral of a monarch, King Edward VII, and again in 1936 and 1952 for the funerals

  of King George V and King George VI. On 31 December 1923 the midnight chimes were broadcast for the first time to herald the New Year.




  In 1940 the land line that telegraphed the clock’s performance to the ROYAL OBSERVATORY was destroyed and was never repaired, for so accurate was the clock that on

  only 18 days in the previous year had it been more than one second out of time. On 10 May 1941 when the HOUSE OF COMMONS was destroyed in an air raid and the belfry stage of

  the tower damaged and the clock-face shattered, the clock became one and a half seconds inaccurate. It stopped three times during the war, once when a workman left a hammer in the mechanism and

  jammed it, again in 1944 when the pendulum suspension spring broke, and a third time on 25 January 1945 when snow and ice froze the hammer mechanism in the exposed belfry. In 1956 the clock

  mechanism was overhauled and three of the faces were reglazed. In 1968 the tower was found to be leaning 24 centimetres to the north-west, but checks made since have revealed no appreciable

  change.




  There was at one time a cell in St Stephen’s Tower in which were incarcerated any agitators causing trouble in the PALACE OF WESTMINSTER. The last to be confined

  there, in 1902, was Emmeline Pankhurst, the leader of the Suffragette movement.




  BIGGIN HILL • Kent. Means hill by a building. In the 19th century there were a few small houses here, most of them on the main road to Westerham. There were

  two or three large houses including Aperfield Court. Lord Stanhope was the landowner. John Westacott of Cudham Lodge Farm allowed one of his fields, which was flatter than the others, to be used

  for occasional landings by the clumsy aeroplanes of that time. Early in the 1st World War the airfield was used for night emergency landings and a wireless testing station was established. Courses

  on wireless telegraphy were held. These soon became very popular since a course at ‘Biggin on the Bump’, as the aerodrome was called, meant comfortable accommodation at the Bell Hotel,

  BROMLEY. In 1917 Aperfield Court with its spacious grounds, about 2 miles from the aerodrome, was requisitioned and a powerful wireless transmitter installed for ground

  control of fighter aeroplanes. The aerodrome brought about development of the area. Houses were built, roads improved and public transport services provided. Aperfield Court was demolished in 1920

  and a few years later, when the aerodrome was being further developed and extended, Lord Stanhope agreed to sell the whole property including Cudham Lodge Farm. The aerodrome played a great part in

  the Battle of Britain (see BLITZ). The station ceased to be an active base in 1958 and became primarily a civil airfield. The RAF finally moved out in 1992, a new

  passenger terminal was built, the airport was renamed London Biggin Hill Airport and is now used mainly for private charter flights. There are a number of flying clubs and schools at Biggin Hill,

  and an International Air Fair has been held annually since 1963.




  In 1951 Major the Revd Vivian Symons moved to the living of St Mark’s, Biggin Hill. It was a 50-year-old iron building which had never been consecrated. To rebuild it he obtained

  permission to use material from the war-damaged All Saints’ PECKHAM, 17 miles away and due to be demolished. Standing on a lorry facing this church, he is reported to

  have commanded in a loud voice, ‘In the name of Jesus Christ be thou removed to Biggin Hill.’ Working with volunteer labour but quite often alone, he built St Mark’s, ‘The

  Moving Church’. It took him three years.




  BILLINGSGATE MARKET (NEW) • Isle of Dogs, E14. Opened on 19 January 1982, three days after the old BILLINGSGATE MARKET was closed.

  Built on a 13½-acre site around a warehouse in the WEST INDIA DOCKS, converted by Newman Levinson and Partners, the new market cost £11 million. One of the few

  remnants of the old market to be preserved here is the Billingsgate Bell. The clock in the middle of the main market area is a fibreglass copy of the original. The porters no longer wear the

  leather helmets which were used by the porters on the former site, fork-lift trucks now being used for heavy weights.
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  Market trading in 1937, outside the new Billingsgate Market, built to the designs of Sir Horace Jones, the City Architect, in the 1870s.




  BILLINGSGATE MARKET (OLD) • Lower Thames Street, EC3. Famous for fish and bad language. For many centuries Billingsgate and

  QUEENHITHE were the main wharfs in the CITY for the mooring of fishing vessels and landing their cargoes. Queenhithe was at first the more important

  but Billingsgate gradually superseded it, masters of ships preferring to use the wharf below LONDON BRIDGE rather than attempt its awkward passage. The first toll

  regulations for the market in existence date from 1016. Corn, malt and salt, as well as fish, were landed at least as early as the 13th century; and, by the reign of Elizabeth I, ‘victuals

  and fruit’ as well. Billingsgate became ‘a free and open market for all sorts of fish’ in 1698, when an Act of Parliament was passed to break the monopoly of a group of

  fishmongers. The foul and abusive language used there became notorious. Stow thought its name was derived from ‘some owner of the place, happily named Beling or Biling’. In 1749

  HUNGERFORD MARKET opened in competition but did not take much business away from Billingsgate.




  Until 1850 the market consisted only of shed buildings, the open space by the dock being ‘dotted with low booths and sheds, with a range of wooden houses with a piazza in front on the

  west, which served the salesmen and fishmongers as shelters, and for the purpose of carrying on their trade’. The porters’ ‘bobbing’ hats, so named after the charge they

  made to carry the fish from the wholesaler to the retailer, are said to have been modelled on the leather helmets worn by Henry V’s bowmen at Agincourt. In the 1850s the market was rebuilt to

  the designs of J.B. Bunning. This proved inadequate for the ever-increasing trade and the existing market building, designed by Sir Horace Jones, City Architect to the CORPORATION

  OF LONDON, was begun in 1874 and opened by the LORD MAYOR in July 1877. It has a practical iron interior, conceived with the needs of the wholesale fish trade in

  mind, but the exterior is somewhat in the French Renaissance style with mansard roofs and pavilions at either end surmounted by golden dolphins on the weather vanes. Yet the site was never

  practical and in 1883 it was reported that ‘the deficiencies of Billingsgate and its surrounds are a great scandal to London’. It was not until the 1970s, however, that the CITY CORPORATION, owners of the site, decided to close the market here and build a new one on the ISLE OF DOGS (see above).




  The old market closed on 16 January 1982; one of the few relics taken to the new site was the old bell, which rang to announce the beginning of trading there on 19 January 1982. The riverside

  site in Lower Thames Street was sold for £22 million to an Investment Trust, but Sir Horace Jones’s elegant market building remains. Grade II listed, it was refurbished (Richard Rogers,

  1988) to provide high-specification commercial accommodation; excavations during the refurbishment revealed impressive remains of the late-12th/early-13th-century medieval waterfront.




  BILLITER SQUARE • EC3. Takes its name from the belleyesterers or bellfounders who lived in the area. Voltaire took lodgings here during his exile in England.

  Disraeli’s maternal grandfather, Nathan Basevi, and Cardinal Manning’s father, William Manning, Director of the BANK OF ENGLAND, both lived here.




  BILLITER STREET • EC3. Runs from LEADENHALL STREET to FENCHURCH STREET. Strype, writing in 1720, said the

  street used to be ‘full of poor and ordinary houses inhabited by beggarly people’, the origin of the saying ‘a bawdy beggar of Billiter Lane’.




  BILLS OF MORTALITY • Weekly returns of deaths compiled from the 16th century by the Company of Parish Clerks, representing 109 parishes in and near London.

  Notoriously inaccurate, after 1836 they were superseded by the Registrar General’s returns.




  BIRCHIN LANE • EC3. In the heart of the City between CORNHILL and LOMBARD STREET, the name is thought to be

  derived from an Old English word meaning lane of the barbers. Remnants of late Roman mosaic pavements and part of a Roman bakehouse have been discovered here. In the 16th and 17th centuries it was

  known for men’s ready-made clothes shops. Thomas Babington Macaulay, the historian, lived here as a boy. David Garrick, who had been a wine merchant before becoming an actor, used to visit

  Tom’s Coffee House here to keep in touch with his old friends.




  BIRDCAGE WALK • SW1. Site of James I’s aviary, which was enlarged by his grandson, Charles II. The walk was created as part of the post-Restoration

  remodelling of ST JAMES’S PARK. Up to 1828 only the Hereditary Grand Falconer (the Duke of St Albans) and the Royal Family could drive down it. Mrs George Norton, who

  was accused of adultery with Melbourne, lived here. To the east are the graceful backs of the 18th-century houses of QUEEN ANNE’S GATE. To the west are the

  WELLINGTON BARRACKS. The bronze, Reclining Mother and Child, is by Henry Moore. The Institution of Mechanical Engineers (see ENGINEERING

  COUNCIL) at No. 1 was designed by Basil Slade.




  Birkbeck Bank • High Holborn. Built 1895–6 to the designs of Thomas E. Knightley. A fantastic building decorated with Doulton majolica. The lower

  part had medallions with portraits of artists, engineers and inventors from Raphael, Michelangelo and Leonardo da Vinci to Bessemer, Brunel and James Watt. The building

  was demolished to make way for National Westminster House by Gordon Charraton of the J. Seymour Harris Partnership (1965–8).




  BIRKBECK COLLEGE • Malet Street, WC1. Founded in 1823 at the Crown and Anchor Tavern in the STRAND by, among others, Dr George

  Birkbeck, a physician of OLD BROAD STREET. It opened the next year as the London Mechanics’ Institution in Dr Lindsay’s Chapel in Monkwell Street (see

  MONKWELL SQUARE) and was the first college in England to provide for people earning their living during the day; 1,300 students were enrolled in the first year. In 1825 the

  college moved to Southampton Buildings. At the opening of the lecture theatre Dr Birkbeck and Henry Brougham made speeches on how the education of the working classes would not subvert society. In

  a wave of enthusiasm other mechanics’ institutions opened at SPITALFIELDS, HACKNEY, DEPTFORD, ROTHERHITHE, BERMONDSEY, HAMMERSMITH and CHISWICK. In 1830 women were admitted; and in 1833 the committee

  considered the propriety of allowing females to use the front entrance. In 1858 the UNIVERSITY OF LONDON was given a new charter which allowed anybody to sit for a degree.

  This caused a dramatic rise in the number of students at the college, from 300 in 1858 to 3,000 in 1868. In 1866 it was renamed the Birkbeck Literary and Scientific Institution. In 1883–5 a

  new college was built in FETTER LANE, and in 1891 it was made part of the City Polytechnic. This was disbanded in 1907 and the institution was renamed Birkbeck College. It

  was made a school of the University of London in 1920 and granted a Royal Charter in 1926. In 1951 it moved to BLOOMSBURY, to new buildings designed by Charles Holden. Past

  students include Annie Besant, Sidney Webb, Ramsay MacDonald and Arthur Wing Pinero. Its academic staff has included J.D. Bernal (Crystallography), Nikolaus Pevsner (History of Art) and C.E.M. Joad

  (Philosophy).
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  An evening lecture in 1877 at the Birkbeck Literary and Scientific Institution, later renamed Birkbeck College.




  BISHOPS • Mellitus, who became the third Archbishop of Canterbury in 619, was consecrated as the first Bishop of London in about 604. He was leader of the second

  band of missionaries sent by Pope Gregory to reinforce Augustine at Canterbury in 601. After his death in c. 624 the see was vacant until the consecration of St Cedda in 664.




  In the Anglican Church, Richard John Carew Chartres was installed as the 132nd Bishop of London on 26 January 1996. There are also Anglican Bishops of EDMONTON,

  KENSINGTON, SOUTHWARK, STEPNEY and WILLESDEN, and Bishops Suffragan of FULHAM, CROYDON, KINGSTON upon THAMES and WOOLWICH. In the Roman Catholic Church,

  Cardinal Cormac Murphy-O’Connor was installed as tenth Archbishop of Westminster on 22 March 2000 and Monsignor Kevin McDonald as Archbishop and Metropolitan of Southwark on 8 December

  2003.




  BISHOP’S COURT • WC2. Takes its name from the Bishops of Chichester whose mansion off CHANCERY LANE (see LINCOLN’S INN) came into the possession of Ralph Neville, the then Bishop and Chancellor, in the early 13th century.




  Bishop’s Gate • CITY gate first built by the Romans. Ermine Street, leading to the north, began here. In the 7th century it was

  rebuilt by Eorconweald, Bishop of London, and again rebuilt by the Hansa merchants in 1471 and by the City authorities in 1731. It was demolished with the other City gates in 1760. It stood in the

  present BISHOPSGATE opposite CAMOMILE STREET.




  BISHOP’S PARK • SW6. Extends along the river front between PUTNEY BRIDGE and FULHAM FOOTBALL CLUB ground

  with some adjacent areas amounting in all to almost 27 acres. Formerly part of the Manor of FULHAM, the land was controlled by the Lord of the Manor, the Bishop of London.

  It includes Bishop’s Meadow, Bishop’s Walk, Prior’s Bank, Fielder’s Meadow and the ornamental gardens in the former moat around FULHAM PALACE, all of

  which were successively opened to the public with appropriate local fanfares between 1900 and 1924. Facilities now include a cricket pitch, an ornamental pool, a boating pool, a sports circle for

  roller hockey and basketball, an open-air theatre and a refreshment pavilion.




  BISHOPSGATE • EC2. Named after BISHOP’S GATE which stood opposite CAMOMILE STREET. In Tudor and

  Elizabethan times rich merchants had their houses here. Among them were the mansions of Sir Thomas Gresham (demolished 1768), Sir John Crosby (see CROSBY HALL) and

  Sir Paul Pindar (see PAUL PINDAR’S HOUSE). Before Shakespeare’s time plays were performed at the Bull Inn. One of the actors, Burbage, obtained a licence

  from Queen Elizabeth to erect a building designed for theatrical performances. There are three churches, ST ETHELBURGA, ST HELEN and ST BOTOLPH. At the northern end are DIRTY DICK’S, the BISHOPGATE INSTITUTE and LIVERPOOL STREET STATION.

  No. 5 was built in 1877 to the designs of Thomas Chatfield Clarke. Susanna Annesley, mother of John Wesley, was born at No. 7 Spital Yard, Bishopsgate, in 1669. The first street in London to be

  gaslit (c. 1810) and the first in Europe to have automatic traffic lights (at the junction with CORNHILL, c. 1932), Bishopsgate is now mostly filled with

  office blocks. The 183-metre Tower 42 (formerly the NATIONAL WESTMINSTER TOWER) by R. Seifert and Partners was officially opened by the Queen in June 1981. Just to the north

  on the same side of the street, the monster Bishopsgate Exchange by American architects Skidmore, Owings and Merrill followed as part of the vast BROADGATE office

  development (1984–92); commercial construction continues.




  On 24 April 1993 one man was killed and 44 people were wounded when a bomb planted by the IRA exploded in a tipper truck parked in Bishopsgate. St Ethelburga’s

  church collapsed, a total of 137 other buildings within a 400-metre radius of the bomb, including St Helen’s Church, were damaged, and an estimated £300m worth of damage was inflicted

  on the buildings and businesses in the surrounding area, many of which had only just recovered from similar damage inflicted by the bombing of the BALTIC EXCHANGE a year

  earlier.




  BISHOPSGATE INSTITUTE • 230 Bishopsgate, EC2. The Charity Commissioners’ scheme for the Bishopsgate Foundation received royal approval in 1891. It

  consolidated the parochial charities of ST BOTOLPH WITHOU BISHOPSGATE, the income being devoted to amenities for the public in general and the parishioners of St Botolph in

  particular. The Bishopsgate Institute was opened in 1894 in a fine arts and crafts building by Charles Harrison Townsend. It contains a reference library mainly devoted to the history of London,

  with an important collection of London prints, engravings and maps, as well as a lending library. The institute is an independent centre for adult education and cultural activities, and provides a

  range of courses. There is a lecture hall seating 500 people.




  BLACK CULTURAL ARCHIVES AND MUSEUM • 378 Coldharbour Lane, SW9. Developed during the 1980s, the archives house historical artefacts and items relating to the

  history and life experiences of black peoples in the UK. These include books, letters and documents as well as photographs, film and video.




  BLACK DEATH • The name given to a particularly severe epidemic of bubonic PLAGUE (Pasteurella pestis) which spread disastrously in

  Europe in the 14th century and raged in England between 1347 and 1350. It reached London by 29 September 1348 and was widespread in the city by 1 November. Though this plague had been endemic in

  the east for centuries, had often been recorded in London and other parts of England in the early Middle Ages, and was to recur on a number of later occasions, notably in London in 1665 (see

  GREAT PLAGUE), the 14th-century epidemic made its ineradicable mark on history because of its virulence and the resulting heavy loss of life. It was said to have killed half

  the population of England and an even higher proportion of the population of London, where the disease spread rapidly because of the narrow, busy and filthy streets, crowded houses and appalling

  sanitary conditions.




  The onset of the disease was sudden. Its symptoms were inflammatory swellings, haemorrhages, high fever, agonizing thirst and delirium. The primitive remedies of the time were unavailing. Death

  followed rapidly. At the time, the cause of the disease was unknown and often attributed to supernatural causes or seen as the coming of the end of the world, though it was later established (1905)

  that it was carried by infected rats and their fleas. It has been suggested that the plague was brought to England from France when the wool trade was re-established after Edward III’s return

  to London in 1347 following his success at the Battle of Crécy and the capture of Calais. The disease raged in all parts of London during the winter of 1348, its impact accentuated by the

  extremely cold and wet weather. PARLIAMENT, due to meet at WESTMINSTER in January 1349, was prorogued by the King, who announced that ‘a plague

  of deadly pestilence had broken out in the said place, and had daily increased in severity so that great fears were entertained for the safety of those coming there at that time’.




  The plague reached its height between February and Easter. London BURIAL GROUNDS were soon filled and new ones had to be consecrated, the most important being at

  SOUTHWARK where, it was said, 200 bodies were buried daily, additional to burials in churchyards elsewhere. Contemporary estimates of plague deaths in London vary from

  50,000 to 100,000, but these are mere guesses (see POPULATION). However, there is incontestable evidence that the number of deaths was very great. Wills proved before the

  Court of Hustings increased tenfold in the plague years and show that whole families were wiped out. Guild records indicate that eight warders of the CUTLERS’ COMPANY

  died in 1349 and all six men appointed warders of the HATTERS’ COMPANY in 1347 were dead by the summer of 1350. In May 1349, in the monastery of WESTMINSTER, the Abbot and 27 monks died and were buried in a mass grave in the cloister. With one exception, all the brothers and sisters of the Hospital of St James died in that same

  month. The one survivor was appointed Warden of the Hospital in May 1349 but was dead by 1353. There seems to have been no great exodus from the city to avoid the disease as happened in the plague

  epidemic of 1665, since areas outside London were equally affected.




  The Black Death burnt itself out in the early 1350s, but the population losses and chaos it had caused resulted in great social changes in London, not least of which were the attempts to improve

  hygiene and sanitation as seen in the King’s proclamation in 1361 to the MAYOR and SHERIFFS, ordering greater control of the slaughter of

  cattle within the city to prevent ‘the putrid blood running down the streets and the bowels cast into the Thames whence abominable and most filthy stench proceeds causing sickness and many

  other evils’. It ordered that ‘all bulls, oxen, hogs and other gross creatures’ be killed at either STRATFORD or KNIGHTSBRIDGE.




  BLACK FRIAR • 174 Queen Street, EC4. Stands on the site of the BLACKFRIARS MONASTERY. It is the only art nouveau public house in

  London. It is a wedge-shaped building, erected in 1875, the ground floor being remodelled in 1905 by H. Fuller Clark. The outside is covered with mosaics and carved figures by Henry Poole (1903).

  Inside the bars are decorated with multicoloured marble and with bronze figures of monks shown about their daily activities.




  BLACK FRIDAY • Both Friday 6 December 1745, when news reached London of the Young Pretender’s arrival in Derby, and Friday 11 May 1866, when the bankers

  Overend, Gurney and Co. suspended payment and provoked financial panic in the City, have been thus described.




  BLACK LION LANE • Hammersmith, W6. Runs from the riverside, east of HAMMERSMITH TERRACE to King Street, bisected by the GREAT WEST ROAD. It gets its name from the Black Lion Public House, which dates from the 18th century and has a skittle alley. Facing it, the old Black Lion stairs lead down to the

  river. The road includes a number of attractive small early-19th-century houses and ST PETER’S church.




  BLACKFRIARS BARGE – see ROMAN BOATS AND BARGES.




  BLACKFRIARS BRIDGE • Blackfriars–Southwark. The first bridge was designed by Robert Mylne and built 1760–9. Constructed

  with nine semi-elliptical Portland stone arches, it strongly reflected the influence of Piranesi, with whom Mylne had spent much time when in Rome. This bridge, the third to span the THAMES in London, cost £230,000 and was mainly paid for by fines that had accumulated from men refusing the post of SHERIFF. It was officially known as

  William Pitt Bridge but the public insisted on calling it Blackfriars. In 1780 GORDON RIOTERS broke down the toll gates and stole the money. It was freed from tolls in 1785.

  It was replaced in 1860–9 by the present structure, designed by Joseph Cubitt and H. Carr, of five wrought-iron arches faced with cast iron on granite piers. Queen Victoria opened it on 6

  November 1869, the same day as she opened HOLBORN VIADUCT. So unpopular was she at the time that she and John Brown, her Scottish servant, who rode behind her in the state

  carriage, were hissed in the STRAND. The bridge was widened on the west side from 21 to 32 metres 1907–10. It was under this bridge that the body of Roberto Calvi of

  the Banco Ambrosiano was found hanging on 15 June 1982.
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  Robert Mylne’s Blackfriars Bridge under construction in July 1766. From an engraving by Edward Rooker.




  Blackfriars Monastery • In 1221 a community of Dominicans was founded in SHOE LANE by Hubert de Burgh. In 1250 and 1263 the annual

  General Chapter, attended by more than 400 friars, met there. In 1278 Robert Fitzwalter gave them BAYNARD’S CASTLE and MONTFICHET TOWER on the

  river as a site for a larger monastery. Edward I gave them permission to demolish part of the City wall. Under the patronage of the King the monks became rich and influential. Several distinguished

  men and women were buried here, some of them in monk’s habit. Among them were Hubert de Burgh and Katherine Parr’s father and mother. In 1294 a quay was built for the monks and their

  lands were extended to BRIDEWELL and PUDDLE DOCK. In 1311 PARLIAMENT met here. From 1322 to 1323 the monastery was used as a

  depository for state records; and in 1343, 1370, 1376 and 1378 as a meeting place of the Court of Chancery. In 1382 the ‘Earthquake Council’, summoned by the Archbishop of Canterbury to

  examine Wycliffe’s doctrines, met here. During the meeting an earthquake shook the CITY. Wycliffe said that although the council had denounced his teachings, God had

  denounced its judgement with this omen. Henry VI’s Privy Council often met here. In 1450 the Black Parliament was summoned here, hence its name. In 1522 the Emperor Charles V stayed at the

  monastery as a guest, and in 1529 a court sat here to hear the divorce case against Catherine of Aragon. In July the Papal Legate adjourned the court for the summer, precipitating Wolsey’s

  fall. In November the Blackfriars Parliament met to bring a Bill of Attainder against him.




  The monastery was dissolved in 1538. It was valued at £104 15s 5d. The church plate was taken to the King’s Jewel House and the buildings granted to Sir Thomas Cawarden, Keeper of

  the Royal Tents and Master of the Revels. Most of the monastery was demolished, including the church, but privilege of sanctuary continued. In Mary’s reign Cawarden had to provide a new

  church for the parishioners to worship in. This was ST ANN BLACKFRIARS. In 1556–84 the monks’ frater or refectory was used as the BLACKFRIARS

  PLAYHOUSE and again in 1597–1655 by the second BLACKFRIARS PLAYHOUSE . In the 17th century Blackfriars was a fashionable residential area. Ben Jonson had a

  house here in about 1607. Shakespeare bought one in IRELAND YARD in 1613. Van Dyck lived here 1632–41. In 1666 the remaining parts of the monastery and St Ann’s

  church were destroyed in the GREAT FIRE. In 1735 privileges of sanctuary were ended by an Act of Parliament. In 1890 an arcade from the monastery was discovered and

  re-erected at SELSDON PARK, Surrey. In 1900 pointed arches, capitals and bases were found and in 1915 a length of wall was uncovered. In 1925 part of the choir, 2.1 metres

  long, a metre high and a metre thick, was discovered and re-erected at St Dominic’s Priory, HAVERSTOCK HILL . The only surviving part of the monastery in situ is a

  fragment of wall in IRELAND YARD. The monastery is commemorated by name in Blackfriars Court, Lane and Passage, Friar Street, Church Entry and Blackfriars Road.




  Blackfriars Playhouse • The first Blackfriars theatre was opened in 1577 by Richard Farrant, Master of the Children of the Chapel at Windsor, in the frater of

  the former monastery. It had previously been used as a house by Lord Cobham and others. Farrant’s family lived on the ground floor with the theatre above. As the Court of Common Council still

  claimed jurisdiction over the area, public playhouses were not allowed, but Farrant evaded this rule by calling it a private theatre where the choir boys could practise ‘for the better

  trayning them to do her Majestie service’. Farrant died in 1580 and, under different management, the theatre lasted only four more years. In 1596 James Burbage bought the building, intending

  to convert it to a public theatre, but he died before the work was completed. Local residents objected to the opening of a public playhouse and alterations had to be made to convert it to a private

  theatre. It had three galleries and could hold 600–700 people. On its completion in 1597 Richard Burbage, James’s son, leased the theatre to Henry Evans, one of Farrant’s

  successors, and Nathaniel Gyles, Master of the Children of the Chapel Royal. The boy actors were very popular and rivalled the adult companies. Shakespeare (Hamlet, Act 2, Scene 2) bitterly

  refers to ‘an eyrie of children, little eyases, that cry out on the top of question, and are most tyrannically clapped for’t: these are now the fashion, and so berattle the common

  stages – so they call them – that many wearing rapiers are afraid of goose-quills, and dare scarce come thither’. In 1608 a performance of The Conspiracy and Tragedy of

  Charles, Duke of Byron gave such offence to the French Ambassador that the company was suppressed. Shortly afterwards, Burbage took six of his fellow actors (including Shakespeare) into

  partnership to run the theatre. The King’s Men acted here and doubtless many of Shakespeare’s plays were performed. The theatre was closed by the Puritans in 1642 and demolished in

  1655. PLAYHOUSE YARD, EC4 marks the site.




  BLACKFRIARS RAILWAY BRIDGES • Blackfriars–South-wark. The western bridge was built 1862–4 by Joseph Cubitt and

  F.T. Turner to take the London, Chatham and Dover Railway over the river to a junction with the Metropolitan Railway. A wrought-iron lattice girder bridge, carried on splendid Romanesque cast-iron

  columns with massive pylons at the abutments bearing the railway’s insignia, it was designed in conjunction with Cubitt’s new BLACKFRIARS (road) BRIDGE, keeping the piers in the same line. It was dismantled in 1984, leaving just its ornate red columns beside its newer replacement. The eastern bridge was built 1884–6 by

  John Wolfe-Barry and H.M. Brunel. Of five wrought-iron arches faced with cast iron, it was originally known as St Paul’s Bridge as it carried the Holborn Viaduct Station Co. railway

  (nominally independent but actually a branch of the bankrupt LCDR) over the river from a station on the north side called St Paul’s, subsequently (1937) renamed Blackfriars.
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  The western Blackfriars Railway Bridge in 1864. It was built over the Thames to take the London, Chatham and Dover Railway.




  BLACKFRIARS ROAD • SE1. A wide main road almost a mile long laid out 1770–1800 between BLACKFRIARS BRIDGE and St George’s

  Circus. Until 1829 it was known as Great Surrey Street. It ran across ST GEORGE’S FIELDS. In 1671 CHRIST CHURCH was built on part of

  PARIS GARDEN Manor, a marshy riverside site; the church later subsided and had to be demolished. A second church on the same site, built on piles in 1738, was destroyed in

  the 2nd World War. The third and current Christ Church was opened as an Industrial Mission Centre in 1960. In 1731 a chalybeate spring was discovered near the present IMPERIAL WAR

  MUSEUM and by 1754 around this had grown up the fashionable St George’s Spa which was visited by hundreds of people each day. Water was sold in flasks for 4d a gallon. After 1770 its

  popularity declined and in 1787 the pump room shut. In 1772 the Magdalen Hospital for penitent prostitutes moved here from WHITECHAPEL. It moved on to STREATHAM in 1868, and was closed in 1966. In 1782 the SURREY THEATRE was opened for dramatic and equestrian entertainments by Charles Dibdin, the songwriter,

  and Charles Hughes, the trick horserider. In 1783 the Surrey Chapel was built for Rowland Hill, the nonconformist preacher. After his death in 1833 he was buried beneath his pulpit. The chapel was

  closed in 1881 and in 1910 converted into a boxing arena known as the Ring. This was destroyed by enemy action in the 2nd World War. The rest of the road also suffered badly, and was later rebuilt

  with many new offices and council flats. Among these Richard Seifert’s 1960s Orbit House at No. 197, home of the INDIA OFFICE LIBRARY until 1982, was demolished in the

  1990s. Its site is now occupied by the Palestra building, a bright glazed 11-storey block by Alsop Architects (2006), the three top floors offset and protruding over the street. Facing it,

  SOUTHWARK Underground Station on the JUBILEE LINE Extension is by Richard MacCormac (1999). Ludgate House beside Blackfriars Bridge covers the site

  of the Rotunda (later the Surrey Institution), a celebrated meeting place for political and other organizations in the 19th century.




  BLACKFRIARS STATION • Queen Victoria Street, EC1. Known as St Paul’s Station until 1937, it was one of the London, Chatham and Dover Railway’s

  group of CITY stations. It opened in 1886, and was at the northern end of the bridge built in 1864 to carry seven tracks across the THAMES and into

  the City. A red, Italianate building, it was small in size but large in ambition. Cut into its columns were the names of European cities that once were the destination of the LCDR’s trains,

  among them Brindisi, Marseilles and St Petersburg. The District Railway’s Blackfriars Station had opened across the road in 1870 and St Paul’s progressively lost passengers to the

  extending UNDERGROUND system. Rebuilt in 1977, Blackfriars Station now has two through platforms and three terminal platforms and serves south London, Luton and Thameslink

  stations between Bedford and Brighton.




  BLACKHEATH • SE3. The windswept tableland south of GREENWICH PARK derives its name from the colour of the soil. Lying on the direct

  road from London to Canterbury and Dover, it has a very long history. Watling Street crossed it (see ROMAD ROADS). Both Roman and Saxon remains have been found. The

  Danes camped there 1011–13, having captured Alfege, the Archbishop of Canterbury whom they murdered, probably on the site of ST ALFEGE’S church, down the

  escarpment in GREENWICH. Wat Tyler in 1381 assembled his peasants here (see PEASANTS’ REVOLT). It was here that John Ball preached his

  revolutionary sermon including the famous lines ‘When Adam delved and Eve span, who was then the gentleman?’ and was executed for his pains. Jack Cade in 1450 also camped here

  (see CADE’S REBELLION). But the only actual battle that took place was in 1497 when Henry VII defeated Michael Joseph and his Cornish rebels.




  The heath was also associated with happy events. Henry V was welcomed here after the Battle of Agincourt in 1415, though, as Holinshed recorded, ‘he seemed little to regard such vaine

  pompe and shewes as were in triumphant sort devised for his welcoming home . . . He would not suffer his helmet to be carried before him . . . neither would he suffer any ditties to be made and

  sung by minstrels of his glorious victorie.’ In 1540 a gorgeous scene of pageantry was staged when Henry VIII went to meet Anne of Cleves. A more enduring source of joy was the welcome for

  Charles II when he returned in 1660. As a fine place of assembly, the heath was used for revivalist meetings in the 18th century by both Wesley and Whitefield after whom Wat Tyler’s Mound was

  renamed Whitefield’s Mound. It was also used for military reviews and for recreational purposes. The first golf club in England, the Royal Black-heath, was founded here, according to legend,

  in the reign of James I in 1608. It amalgamated with the Eltham Golf Club in 1923 (see GOLF CLUBS). In 1689 the first fair was held, a cattle fair. Evelyn thought it

  was to ‘enrich the new tavern’. Fairs are still held every summer.




  The heath had a sinister reputation for highwaymen, crossed as it is by Shooters Hill Road. Jerry Cruncher, taking the ‘recalled to life’ message to Mr Lorry in the opening scenes of A Tale of Two Cities, caused great alarm to the guard and passengers of the Dover coach. It was not until the development of the area in the late 18th century

  as a residential suburb that it was considered safe. Around the heath are some fine old houses including the sweeping crescent of the PARAGON, MORDEN

  COLLEGE and RANGER’S HOUSE. All Saints’ church was built 1857–67 to the designs of Benjamin Ferrey. The CHURCH OF THE

  ASCENSION is in Dartmouth Row.
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  The country road from Blackheath to Lewisham in about 1823.




  In contrast to the long history of Blackheath, the village is comparatively modern. When the speculative building began in the 18th century there were only a few cottages, two public houses and

  no parish church until All Saints’ was built. The complex of shops now known as the ‘village’ grew up in the 1820s according to the law of supply and demand. They catered, as they

  mostly do now, for a well-to-do upper-middle-class clientele. During the 1840s and 1850s very rapid development took place. In 1849 the opening of the railway brought Blackheath within very easy

  reach of London. The handsome Victorian houses on Shooters Hill Road and other roads not far from the village, now inevitably turned into flats, convey an excellent picture of the prosperity and

  popularity of the growing community.




  It was also an intellectual community with a close corporate life of its own. One of its chief interests was in schools. There were a great many, good, bad and indifferent. Salem House, where

  David Copperfield suffered under Mr Creakle, is supposed to be modelled on one of the worst of them. Few of them lasted for very long. Disraeli went to a school kept by the Revd John Potticary

  which was in existence from 1805 to 1831. Miss Louisa Browning, an aunt of Robert Browning, kept a school from the 1830s to 1861, and Elizabeth Garrett Anderson, the first woman doctor in England,

  was one of her pupils. A much longer-lived institution was the Blackheath Proprietary School, which was initiated at a meeting in January 1830. It was owned by the shareholding proprietors, who

  were entitled to send or nominate a boy to the school. From its inception it was a success. It was opened in October 1831. A succession of excellent headmasters, and an intelligent home background

  for the pupils, contributed to its distinguished record. Opening with an enrolment of 25, by 1864 it had a school list of 275 boys and 15 masters. It remained open until 1907. In 1842 the School

  for the Sons and Orphans of Missionaries was opened in a new neo-Gothic building in Independents Road. This was a boarding school with some 50 pupils. By 1912 it had outgrown its accommodation,

  moved to Eltham and changed its name to ELTHAM COLLEGE; it is now a flourishing day school for boys, no longer confined to the sons of missionaries and with a coeducational

  sixth form. Blackheath High School for Girls, founded in 1880, was and is a notable institution as one of the first schools in the country to offer girls a proper education.




  The growing community also needed some place for assembly and entertainment. The Green Man, at the top of Blackheath Hill, now commemorated only in the name of a bus stop, had a large assembly

  room which served as a meeting place for years. From 1844 to 1865 concerts were held at the Blackheath Literary Institution. Then, in 1869, Alexandra Hall was opened and proved a good investment

  for the proprietor. Even that was not enough and in 1870, when roller-skating mania started, the Rink and the Rink Hall were built, on the site of the present post office. Half the rink was

  enclosed, thus forming a hall suitable for entertainment, dramatic performances and concerts. Paderewski played there; Stanley lectured on his experiences in Africa. It could seat up to 1,000

  people. It was not, however, entirely satisfactory for concerts because of the noise from the railway. In 1881 the Conservatoire of Music was founded and in 1896, after the amalgamation of two

  schools of art, the Conservatoire and Art School was built next to a concert hall which had been constructed the year before. This, the Blackheath Concert Hall, reopened

  in 1985 and still flourishes. The Art School, founded at the same time, had in 1896 300 pupils and its own studios, but was forced to close in 1916. Both these institutions were run on a

  non-profit-making basis. People were willing to give time and money for the enrichment of the life of the community. The Blackheath Preservation Trust and Blackheath Society continue to try to

  maintain the character of the village. Distinguished residents of Blackheath have included Sir Arthur Eddington, the mathematician and astrophysicist, at No. 4 Bennett Park 1906–14; James

  Glaisher, the astronomer, meteorologist and pioneer of weather forecasting, at No. 20 Dartmouth Hill; John Stuart Mill at No. 113 Blackheath Park from about 1863 to the 1890s; Donald McGill, the

  cartoonist famous for his saucy seaside postcards, at No. 5 Bennett Park, 1931–9; and Sir James Clark Ross, the polar explorer, at No. 2 Eliot Place. Nathaniel Hawthorne, the American author,

  stayed at No. 4 Pond Road in 1856; and Charles Gounod, the French composer, stayed at No. 15 Morden Road in 1870.




  BLACKSMITHS’ COMPANY – see CITY LIVERY COMPANIES.




  BLACKWALL • E14. A district of POPLAR on the north bank of the THAMES between the ISLE OF

  DOGS and the mouth of the River LEA. Blackwall Reach was a convenient place for larger vessels to moor and Blackwall was an important point of access to the Thames,

  with a direct route by land through Poplar and RATCLIFFE to London which avoided the long detour by river around the Isle of Dogs. The Blackwall shipyard, begun in the late

  16th century, continued, under various owners, to repair and build ships, particularly for the East India Company in the 17th and 18th centuries, until the remnant was closed by 1980. Part of the

  yard, the BRUNSWICK DOCK, was incorporated into the EAST INDIA DOCKS, opened in 1806. However, Blackwall was best known as a place of arrival and

  departure. The Virginia Settlers under Captain John Smith set sail from here in 1606 to found the first permanent colony in America. The East India Dock Company reconstructed the wharf known as

  Brunswick Pier to accommodate passenger steamers and shortly afterwards passengers were brought to this point by the London and Blackwall Railway (1840–1926). Brunswick Pier was a popular

  place from which to view the traffic on the river but was closed after the 2nd World War to make way for the Brunswick Power Station, completed in 1956; it was demolished in 1988–9 apart from

  the switchgear house which was redeveloped in 2003 as part of an apartment block. Offices built nearby as part of the Enterprise Zone of the Isle of Dogs include a Richard Rogers building for

  REUTERS (1989). The area is served by the DOCKLANDS LIGHT RAILWAY Blackwall Station.




  BLACKWALL TUNNEL • Blackwall–Greenwich. A toll-free two-bore road tunnel under the THAMES between Blackwall Point in East

  GREENWICH and East India Dock Road in POPLAR. The present northbound tunnel was built 1891–7 by Sir Alexander Binnie. It was the second tunnel

  under the river (the first being the Wapping-Rotherhithe THAMES TUNNEL completed in 1843). Much of the 1,350-metre-long tunnel was driven with a ‘Greathead’

  tunnelling shield and compressed air. The combination of these techniques, used for the first time here, was a major development in underwater tunnelling. The tunnel is lined with cast-iron

  segments filled with concrete and faced in white-glazed bricks. The internal diameter is 7.3 metres. The southern tunnel house in red sandstone was designed by Thomas Blashill. The second,

  southbound, tunnel, built to the designs of Mott, Hay and Anderson in 1960–7, is 875 metres long and has an internal diameter of 8.4 metres. The modernistic streamlined ventilation towers on

  each bank of the Thames, designed 1961–2 by Terry Farrell while he was employed at the LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL’S Department of Architecture, were Grade II listed

  in 2000. Those on the south bank now stand within the MILLENNIUM DOME.




  BLACKWELL HALL – see BAKEWELL HALL.




  BLANDFORD SQUARE • NW1. Built on the northern point of the PORTMAN ESTATE and named after family property near Blandford Forum in

  Dorset, it is now nothing but a sawn-off stump of a turning, three of its sides having been amputated to build MARYLEBONE STATION. But from 1860 to 1865 Mary Anne Evans,

  better known as the novelist George Eliot, lived at No. 16. She later moved northwards to The Priory, 21 North Bank, which also was subsequently demolished to make way for the Great Central

  Railway.




  BLANDFORD STREET • W1. Lies on the PORTMAN ESTATE off BAKER STREET and is named after the Portmans’ seat

  at Bryanston near Blandford Forum in Dorset. No. 48, formerly No. 2, was the premises of George Piebau, the bookbinder, who employed the scientist Michael Faraday in his penniless boyhood.




  BLEEDING HEART YARD • EC1. Part of the original courtyard of HATTON HOUSE, Bleeding Heart Yard lies between Greville Street and

  ELY PLACE. Now occupied by such unremarkable establishments as a pub, a restaurant, jewellery workshops (HATTON GARDEN is just round the corner) and

  other small businesses, the yard is rumoured to be haunted by ‘a white ghost pumping the imaginary handle of an imaginary pump which never draws a drop even of ghostly water’. The ghost

  is said to be that of Lady Hatton who ‘collogued’ with the Devil to obtain favours from Queen Elizabeth I for her husband, Christopher Hatton. Favours did indeed accrue to Sir

  Christopher, including the grant of Ely Place, previously the palace of the Bishop of Ely. But Lady Hatton made the mistake of neglecting to invite Old Nick to her house-warming party. At the

  height of the festivities the slighted Satan gatecrashed the party, snatched the hostess and escaped with her through the roof to the accompaniment of a violent thunderstorm. When the startled

  guests had recovered enough to emerge from the house, the only trace they could find of Lady Hatton was her heart, which lay bleeding in the courtyard beside the pump. The story, told by the Revd

  Richard Barham in The Ingoldsby Legends, ends with a warning:




  

    

      The last piece of advice which I’d have you regard




      Is, ‘Don’t go of a night into Bleeding-Heart yard.’




      It’s a dark, little, dirty, black, ill-looking square,




      With queer people about, and unless you take care,




      You may find when your pocket’s cleaned out and left bare,




      That the iron one is not the only ‘Pump’ there!


    


  




  There is, however, one problem with this colourful tale: Sir Christopher Hatton was never married. It probably has its origins in rumours about a later Lady Hatton who consulted a necromancer

  for advice on her unhappy marriage (see ELY PLACE), but who died in her bed, heart presumably intact, at the age of 68.




  BLENHEIM ROAD • NW8. A unit in the original 1830s development of the HARROW SCHOOL Estate; more than a

  century after his death, the victories of the Duke of Marlborough were still worth commemorating. It is one of 47 streets or roads in London so named. Sir Charles Santley, the singer, once lived at

  No. 13. On the northern side stands a row of small, neat, pretty, detached early-19th-century cottages. The western half of the street becomes Blenheim Terrace, with a good parade of shops.




  BLEWCOAT SCHOOL • Caxton Street, SW1. Founded in about 1688 as a charity for 50 poor boys of the parish of ST MARGARET, WESTMINSTER.

  They were taught to ‘read, write, cast accounts and the catechism’. The school’s first buildings were in Duck Lane. In 1709 William Greene, owner of the Stag BREWERY, financed the building of the existing school house on land rented from the Dean and Chapter of WESTMINSTER ABBEY, and 20 girls were admitted in 1713. In

  1869 the Dean and Chapter gave the governors the freehold of the school on condition that they could nominate two poor girls and two poor boys from time to time. The girls’ section was closed

  in about 1876, and in 1898 the school was taken over by the Vestry of ST MARGARET, WESTMINSTER, and made part of Christchurch National Schools. The

  building was used as a school until 1939. During the 2nd World War it was an army store and afterwards a meeting place for guides and youth clubs. In 1954 it was bought by the NATIONAL TRUST and is now a National Trust bookshop. There is a statue of a charity boy in his blue coat over the doorway.




  BLITZ • The word is from the German Blitzkrieg, meaning lightning war. The heavy bombing of London began on 7 September 1940. Although air attacks had been

  expected by the Government, the civil defence organizations were not sufficiently prepared. Gas attacks and massive daylight raids had been anticipated. It was presumed that mass burials in

  quicklime would be necessary; but the need for vast shelters for use night after night, and for many months, was not envisaged. Before September 1940 the German air force’s targets had been

  mostly the Royal Air Force bases in England; but the bombing of London had been specifically ordered by Hitler as a reprisal for the bombing of German cities by the Royal Air Force.




  Immediately before the war, British scientists had hurriedly prepared for service a chain of rudimentary radar stations. By the summer of 1939 there were 18 stations able to detect aircraft

  approaching at a medium or high level for a distance of about 100 miles. They were then known as Radio Direction Finding Stations. The air raid warning signal, the ‘alert’, was a

  two-minute siren wail, rising and falling in pitch. In London the alarm was taken up by one BOROUGH after another as the German bombers approached. The ‘all

  clear’ was a steady blast on the siren. The course of the THAMES was a great help to the German navigators. Londoners came to expect particularly heavy raids during

  full-moon periods, and these were known as bombers’ moons. Once over the target area, the raiders dropped heavy high-explosive bombs and small but effective incendiary bombs. In later weeks

  landmines also caused great devastation. People could do little to protect themselves against 550-pound high-explosive bombs except run for cover, but incendiaries could be extinguished, if

  discovered soon enough, by completely covering them with sand or a shovelful of earth. Putting them in water, however, caused an immediate explosion. Later in the offensive the incendiaries were

  dropped in clusters known as baskets.
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  A suburban street after a 2nd World War air raid. This particular bomb demolished two houses and seriously damaged many others.




  In the beginning the British night-fighters were not very effective. They also made aiming more difficult for the anti-aircraft gunners. Searchlights assisted the defence by illuminating the

  bombers and by dazzling the enemy bomb aimers. But even if a bomber was caught in searchlight, if the fighters were at a higher altitude, the raider was invisible to them. Barrage balloons were

  controlled by RAF Balloon Command operating on sites in parks and open spaces. The balloons were 19 metres long and 7.5 metres in diameter at their widest part, with a hydrogen capacity of 540

  cubic metres. They successfully discouraged dive-bombing and low-level attacks. The anti-aircraft fire was inaccurate but the sound it made gave some comfort and encouragement to the citizens of

  London, although one borough asked for the removal of the batteries as the thunderous noise was cracking the lavatory pans of its council houses.




  For 57 nights London was bombed every night and sometimes during the day. A total of 18,800 tonnes of high explosive was dropped in night attacks between 7 September 1940 and 11 May 1941. Some

  of the boroughs most seriously affected were HOLBORN, the CITY, WESTMINSTER, SHOREDITCH, SOUTHWARK and STEPNEY. On 12 September an unexploded bomb buried itself under ST PAUL’S CATHEDRAL close to the south-west tower,

  threatening the foundations. After three days it was finally extricated and driven away on a lorry to be exploded in HACKNEY MARSHES where it made a crater 30 metres in

  diameter. Throughout every attack on London the cathedral survived as a result of vigilant fire-watching, although all the buildings in its neighbouring areas were flattened one after another.




  BUCKINGHAM PALACE was deliberately attacked by a lone German raider on the morning of 13 September. On the night of 15–16 October 410 bombers dropped 538 tonnes of

  high explosive killing over 400 civilians with more than 900 seriously injured. At least 900 fires were reported and practically all rail transport was brought to a standstill. Up to 13 November an

  average of 160 bombers dropped approximately 200 tonnes of high explosive and 182 canisters of incendiaries nightly.




  Throughout the Blitz the PORT OF LONDON was never completely out of action nor was the general chaos totally uncontrollable. During one night the fires in Quebec Yard and

  SURREY COMMERCIAL DOCKS were considered by the LONDON FIRE BRIGADE to be 40 times bigger than the inferno which destroyed the BARBICAN in December 1940. In peacetime 1,850 fire pumps were sufficient to fight outbreaks of fire in the whole of Great Britain. By the end of December 1940

  there were 2,000 pumps in the City alone, and the London Fire Brigade had 20,000 auxiliary firemen as well as 2,000 regulars. Fire-watching – reporting fires and extinguishing incendiaries

  – became better organized and was worked on a rota system in private premises and public buildings.




  The Government had an evacuation scheme for school children from London into the country, but parents were not compelled to send their children away. Very few private firms or organizations

  removed their headquarters from London unless their premises were bombed out. The raids caused very little absenteeism. Shortly after returning from work many men and women reported for duty as

  air-raid wardens, fire-watchers or ambulance drivers. Several train services were out of action for months at a time. Boats were operated on the Thames because central London and the boroughs south

  of the river had practically no bus services due to unexploded bombs and other damage causing roads to be sealed off.




  Although rationed, food was relatively plentiful, when GAS and ELECTRICITY supplies were disrupted, cooking it became a problem. Householders

  shared their facilities or improvised field-kitchens in the streets and gardens, burning bomb-damaged furniture and woodwork. One day water spurted from the gas stoves of PIMLICO.




  For some people every night for months was spent in their Anderson shelters – two walls of corrugated steel sunk into the ground with a mound of earth on top. These shelters (named after

  the then Home Secretary, Sir John Anderson) were cheap and could protect six people against practically anything except a direct hit. However, only a quarter of the population had a garden to put

  an Anderson shelter in and an acute shortage of steel stopped their construction. The Government erected brick and concrete communal shelters designed to protect about 50 people. They were used by

  the residents of one street or block of flats. They were badly built, badly ventilated, cold, dark and damp with chemical lavatories which stank. They were also unreliable as they were known to

  collapse if a bomb fell nearby. The hospitals with underground vaults turned them into casualty wards and sleeping quarters for nurses. By November 1941 most Londoners were not using specially

  erected shelters. Some slept under the stairs, in cupboards or in the basements of their own homes. Those who could left the city every night for the country. A large area of caves in the hills of

  Chislehurst, Kent, became a temporary home for hundreds of people.
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  People being entertained by a concert party while sheltering from a 2nd World War air raid in Aldwych underground station.




  Official policy rejected the use of UNDERGROUND stations as shelters, but as it was necessary only to buy a platform ticket to gain entry, thousands of people camped on

  the stations every night for weeks. The deepest Tube stations were more or less invulnerable but a high-explosive bomb could penetrate at least 15 metres through solid ground. The Tube stations

  were dry and well lit and the raids inaudible: 79 stations in Greater London became shelters with 177,000 people using them. Three disused stations were reopened. The then incomplete LIVERPOOL STREET EXTENSION extension, which ran under part of the East End, accommodated 10,000 shelterers. As the line was not being used for transport and many of the people were

  homeless, some stayed down for many weeks for most of the time. On 17 September 1940 a bomb scored a direct hit on the MARBLE ARCH station, which was filled with shelterers.

  The explosion ripped the tiles from the walls and these became deadly projectiles adding greatly to the number of casualties. At BALHAM on 14

  October 600 people were involved when a bomb smashed through the water mains, electric cables, gas conduits and sewers. Water and rubble cascaded onto the platform, causing a river a metre deep.

  There was a similar tragedy at BANK station in January 1941 when over 100 people were killed. Shelterers felt a certain safety in the Tube, but the lack of adequate

  sanitation and washing facilities, overcrowding and insufficient ventilation made the air appalling. Rats, fleas and lice flourished. The Government was concerned that typhoid would become a

  hazard.




  The steel-framed buildings in the West End provided protection and in some cases comfort. In the basement of the DORCHESTER HOTEL, the Turkish baths were converted to

  accommodate guests, with rows of beds, some with reservation signs on them in the names of the more fortunate and VIPs. The underground banqueting hall at the SAVOY HOTEL

  was divided into one part for diners and the other for a dormitory – with a special section for notorious snorers. For several days at the RITZ HOTEL the cooking was

  done on two upturned electric radiators. The first week of the Blitz closed the theatres, the WINDMILL being the first to reopen after only ten days. In PARLIAMENT on 8 October, Churchill turned his wit on the German air force. Announcing that casualties were less than one tenth of those expected, he said, ‘Statisticians may amuse

  themselves by calculating that after making allowances for the law of diminishing returns, through the same house being struck twice or three times over, it would take ten years at the present rate

  for half the houses of London to be demolished. And after that, of course, progress would be much slower.’




  In March 1941 a nightclub which had been advertised as the safest in town received a direct hit. It was the CAFÉ DE PARIS whose mirror-covered walls, copied from

  the ballroom of the Titanic, were shattered by bomb blast and caused terrible casualties. The club had been crowded with officers on leave; one woman had an injured leg washed with

  champagne, while looters stole jewellery from the dead and wounded.




  Bomb blasts sometimes had extremely odd effects: a girl in POPLAR was taking a bath when her house was hit. The bath was blown upside down with the girl still in it, thus

  providing her with shelter from the tons of brick rubble under which she was buried. The rescuers found a beautiful, naked, uninjured but acutely embarrassed young lady. Perhaps more unfortunate

  was the woman in MAYFAIR who was hurled into the street still in her bath. Elsewhere a man blown out of his bedroom risked his life going back into the house for a clothes

  brush.




  In all over 15,000 people were killed and more than 3,500,000 houses damaged or destroyed. Although the raids caused enormous suffering and hardship, they helped to cement national unity.




  BLOMFIELD STREET • EC2. Originally called Broker Row, it was renamed after Charles James Blomfield, Bishop of London 1828–57, who had been Rector of

  ST BOTOLPH WITHOUT BISHOPSGATE earlier in his career, and was the father of architect Sir Arthur Blomfield. Finsbury House at No. 23, formerly the London Mission House, was

  designed by E.C. Robins and built in 1877.




  BLOODY SUNDAY • The dispersal by police and soldiers of a Socialist demonstration in TRAFALGAR SQUARE, which led to two deaths in the crowd,

  took place on Sunday 13 November 1887 (see RIOTS AND DEMONSTRATIONS).




  BLOOMFIELD TERRACE • SW1. Built between 1830 and 1844 by Suffolk-born John Newson (whose first job on arriving in London had been as a street-sweeper in

  BERKELEY SQUARE) and named for his wife, Maria Blomfield (sic). In 1853 Newson himself was living at No.19. His construction business included timber yards and

  sawmills in Westbourne Street and Grosvenor Row (now PIMLICO ROAD) and Bloomfield Wharf on the GROSVENOR CANAL; the site of the wharf is now occupied

  by platforms 16 and 17 of VICTORIA STATION. Newson went on to build houses in SHEPHERD MARKET and on WIMBLEDON COMMON and

  retired a very rich man. His timber yard in Pimlico Road survives (under different owners), and abuts Bloomfield Terrace.




  BLOOMSBURY • Has no definite boundaries, but is generally considered to be the area bounded by TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD, EUSTON

  ROAD, GRAY’S INN ROAD, and on the south, NEW OXFORD STREET, BLOOMSBURY WAY and THEOBALDS

  ROAD. Tottenham Court Road and Gray’s Inn Road follow the lines of ancient routes into London. Euston Road was originally the New Road built to drive cattle from the west to

  SMITHFIELD avoiding OXFORD STREET and HOLBORN. THEOBALDS ROAD was part of the route along which James

  I rode to his favourite hunting ground in Hertfordshire. NEW OXFORD STREET was a continuation of Oxford Street opened in 1847 to clean up a notorious slum rookery and to

  enable traffic to pass west from HIGH HOLBORN without winding round ST GILES HIGH STREET.




  Part of Bloomsbury is recorded in Domesday Book as having vineyards and ‘wood for 100 pigs’. The name derives from Blemondisberi, meaning the bury or manor of Blemond, after

  William Blemond, who acquired it in the early 13th century. His son dug Blemond’s Dyke on the southern border which was still traceable in the 19th century as a common sewer.




  The manor came into the hands of Edward III at the end of the 14th century and he gave it to the Carthusian monks of the London CHARTERHOUSE. At the DISSOLUTION OF THE MONASTERIES in the 16th century the land was seized again by the Crown and granted to Thomas Wriothesley. The latter, much in the royal favour, was made Lord

  Chancellor in 1545 and Earl of Southampton in 1547. His descendant, the 4th Earl of Southampton, moved to a manor house in Bloomsbury early in the 17th century. It must have been called

  SOUTHAMPTON HOUSE before the Civil War, since in 1643 there is a record of the COURT OF COMMON COUNCIL ordering ‘two batteries and a breastwork

  at Southampton House’. In 1657 the Earl pulled down the old manor house and began rebuilding ‘at the bottom of the Long Field’. His new house was completed in 1660 and the Earl

  then laid out a square south of the house and called it Southampton Square (now BLOOMSBURY SQUARE). In 1665 John Evelyn came to dinner and described it as ‘a noble

  square or Piazza – a little towne’. Though not the first London square, it was the first to be so named, and was the beginning of the development of an area characterized by squares to

  this day. Other great houses were soon built nearby, notably MONTAGU HOUSE in 1678 (now the BRITISH MUSEUM) and Thanet House,

  now Nos 99–106 GREAT RUSSEL STREET.




  In the late 17th century the powerful Russell family, already established in COVENT GARDEN, acquired an interest when Lady Rachel Vaughan, the widowed daughter of the

  Earl of Southampton and heiress to Bloomsbury, married William Lord Russell, second son of the 5th Earl of Bedford, who became heir to the Russell fortune when his elder brother died in 1678.

  However, in 1683 William was involved in the Rye House Plot, a conspiracy to kill Charles II and secure a Protestant succession. Despite a spirited defence by Rachel, he

  was executed in LINCOLN’S INN FIELDS. The family was reinstated in 1694 when William’s father, the 5th Earl of Bedford, was created Duke of Bedford and Marquess

  of Tavistock in recognition of his son’s sacrifice to the Protestant cause. Rachel and William’s son inherited the Southampton Estates and the Russell fortune and became the 2nd Duke of

  Bedford.




  Both the 3rd and 4th Dukes married granddaughters of Sarah Churchill, 1st Duchess of Marlborough, who thought Southampton House ‘the handsomest, the most agreeable and the best turned

  out’ house she had ever seen, and who was influential in getting the name changed to BEDFORD HOUSE. Bloomsbury was growing and becoming fashionable, though still close

  to the countryside. ‘Healthful Great Russell Street’ was built to link Bedford House and the square with Tottenham Court Road. The poet Gray, living in a terrace of houses in

  SOUTHAMPTON ROW in 1759, wrote that it was ‘so rusin-urbish I believe I shall stay here’. Fanny Burney, living in QUEEN SQUARE in 1771,

  wrote that they had a beautiful view of the verdant hills of HAMPSTEAD and HIGHGATE.




  The 4th Duke of Bedford, who was fond of Bath, would have liked to build a circus, but he died in 1771 and his second wife, Gertrude Leveson Gower, controlled the estate while her son was a

  minor. She continued development, building BEDFORD SQUARE and GOWER STREET. When he came of age, the 5th Duke was not interested in living in

  Bloomsbury and in 1800 Bedford House was demolished and a terrace of houses built on the site by James Burton. Under the 6th Duke the estate was developed north and east, principally by James

  Burton and Thomas Cubitt through building leases. The result was an irregular, but controlled and planned series of handsome squares and roads, which became a favourite area for writers, painters

  and musicians, as well as for lawyers who found it very convenient for the INNS OF COURT. The squares had a life of their own, with a surrounding system of minor streets,

  mews and smaller houses which were used for service quarters. They were closed by gates until these were abolished by Act of Parliament in 1893.




  During the 20th century Bloomsbury became less fashionable as institutions began to take over. The trend had already begun in 1755 when the BRITISH MUSEUM was started on

  the site of Montagu House. In 1866 a resident described it as ‘a very unfashionable area, though very respectable’. But it was still a home for lawyers, scholars, artists and writers

  – notably the BLOOMSBURY GROUP. Now it is dominated by the UNIVERSITY OF LONDON and numerous hospitals and learned institutions as well as by

  the BRITISH MUSEUM. Modern development has obliterated a large number of the Georgian buildings, but many still remain.




  BLOOMSBURY CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH • Shaftesbury Avenue, WC2. Leading church of the English Baptist movement designed by John Gibson and built

  1845–8 in a simplified Norman style. The interior was rebuilt by J.B. Shearer Associates in 1964.




  BLOOMSBURY GROUP • An association of friends, mostly writers and artists, active in the earlier years of the 20th century, who subscribed to the philosopher G.E.

  Moore’s belief that ‘by far the most valuable things are the pleasures of human intercourse and the enjoyment of beautiful objects. It is they that form the rational ultimate end of

  social progress.’ Among the best known of the group, several of whom lived in BLOOMSBURY, were Vanessa and Clive Bell, David Garnett, E.M. Forster, Roger Fry, Duncan

  Grant, Lytton Strachey, John Maynard Keynes and Virginia and Leonard Woolf.




  BLOOMSBURY PLACE • WC1. Built soon after the completion of BLOOMSBURY SQUARE to give its residents access to SOUTHAMPTON ROW. Sir Hans Sloane lived at No. 4 in 1695–1742.




  BLOOMSBURY SQUARE • WC1. Laid out south of his house in the early 1660s for Thomas Wriothesley, 4th Earl of Southampton (see BLOOMSBURY). Around it were smaller houses for servants, stables and a market, now Barter Street, south-west of the square with bookshops and cabinetmakers. The land round the square

  was let off in plots of varying size under building leases which stipulated that the lessee build houses of appropriate size and character. The ‘little Towne’ became one of the most

  sought-after suburbs of London and in its early days was so fashionable that foreign princes were carried to see it as one of the wonders of England.




  The house formerly known as SOUTHAMPTON HOUSE was renamed BEDFORD HOUSE in 1734. In 1765 the SPITALFIELDS weavers attacked

  the house because the Duke of Bedford had criticized a bill putting additional duties on imported silks. The house was demolished in 1800 when the 5th Duke of Bedford obtained two Acts of

  Parliament for developing his estate. It was replaced with terraced houses by James Burton. These still survive. The gardens were laid out in 1800 by Humphry Repton and in 1816 the statue of

  Charles James Fox, by Westmacott, was erected facing north of BEDFORD PLACE (see STATUES). Apart from James Burton’s terrace on the

  north, none of the original houses remains. In 1928 the east side was filled by the Liverpool and Victoria Friendly Society’s offices designed by W. Long and, as Victoria House, later

  restored and refurbished for office and corporate use. CAMDEN Council built a car park under the gardens 1971–3. On the south side No. 45 was the Earls of

  Chesterfield’s family home and has a plaque, decorated with cherubs, to the 2nd and 4th Earls. No. 2, in what Pevsner dismissed as ‘debased vaguely Northern Renaissance style’,

  was the College of Preceptors. They moved out in 1971 and it is now offices. On the west at No. 5 Dr Radcliffe, physician to William III, Queen Mary and Queen Anne, lived 1704–14. Isaac

  D’Israeli, author and father of Benjamin, lived at No. 6 from 1817 to 1829. Robert Willan, the dermatologist, lived at No. 10. No. 16–17 is an early-18th-century building, later

  remodelled by Nash. It was the home of the PHARMACEUTICAL SOCIETY, whose name is writ in large letters under the cornice, but was compulsorily purchased in 1976 when the

  area fell under the shadow of the proposed development of the BRITISH LIBRARY. Lord Chief Justice Mansfield’s house on the east side was sacked and burnt by

  GORDON RIOTERS in 1780. Two of the ringleaders, Charles King and John Gray, were hanged outside. Also on the east side lived Herbert Spencer, the philosopher, 1862–4;

  Sir Edwin Lutyens, the architect, 1898–1914; and Lord Chief Justice Ellenborough in 1803. In Bloomsbury Place in the north-east corner of the square there is a BLUE

  PLAQUE to Sir Hans Sloane, physician and benefactor of the BRITISH MUSEUM. Charles Sedley, the dramatist, had a house in the square 1691–1701; as did the author

  Richard Steele 1712–15; and the poet Mark Akenside 1750–9.




  BLOOMSBURY STREET • WC1. Extends from NEW OXFORD STREET to BEDFORD SQUARE. The large Edwardian Marlborough

  Hotel (formerly the Ivanhoe) is at No. 9. Previously known as Charlotte Street, the street was given its present name in 1894.




  BLOOMSBURY WAY • WC1. Busy with west–east traffic, it extends from 28 NEW OXFORD STREET to 4A BLOOMSBURY

  STREET. ST GEORGE’S church is on the north-west side. The Victorian turrets beside it are those of the Thistle Bloomsbury (formerly Kingsley) Hotel.




  BLUE BALL YARD • SW1. Approached through a narrow archway on the west side of ST JAMES’S STREET, the coach houses here were

  built 1741–2 and latterly used as garages until in 1990 they were developed as a dinky hotel annexe.




  BLUE COAT SCHOOL – see CHRIST’S HOSPITAL and BLEWCOAT SCHOOL.




  BLUE PLAQUES • Celebrate the link between famous and important figures of the past and the buildings in which they lived or worked. The idea was first proposed by

  politician and reformer William Ewart, and was put in motion by the (ROYAL) SOCIETY OF ARTS, which erected its first plaque in 1867 on the house

  where Lord Byron was born, in HOLLES STREET, WESTMINSTER (demolished 1889). The scheme was taken over by the LONDON COUNTY

  COUNCIL in 1901, and in 1965 by the GREATER LONDON COUNCIL when it replaced the LCC. It is now administered by ENGLISH HERITAGE. By 2005 there

  were around 780 blue plaques in London.




  To qualify for a plaque, the person commemorated must have been dead for at least twenty years or have passed the centenary of his or her birth, whichever is the earlier. (This delay allows a

  reputation to mature while transient celebrity fades.) At least one building associated with the person must survive largely unaltered. The person should be known to the ‘well-informed

  passer-by’ or felt to ‘deserve recognition’. He or she should have made some important positive contribution to human welfare or happiness.




  English Heritage receives about 100 suggestions for blue plaques each year, all of which come from members of the public. Their Blue Plaques Panel – comprising representatives of various

  disciplines from across the country – considers all the suggestions which meet the basic criteria. On average, around 1 in 3 proposals are accepted. If a figure is rejected, proposers must

  wait a further ten years before their suggestion can be considered again. Detailed research is carried out into the surviving addresses of shortlisted candidates. As only one plaque is allowed per

  person, the house to be commemorated has to be chosen very carefully. Factors which are considered include length of residence and the accomplishments of a candidate during the relevant years. A

  significant place of work can also be considered. In some instances, it is found that no London address survives. This was the case, for example, with William Shakespeare and Haile Selassie,

  Emperor of Ethiopia. Under such circumstances, the figure is (often reluctantly) removed from the shortlist.




  Before a plaque can be erected, the owners and tenants of the building in question have to give their consent. Where listed buildings are involved, Listed Building Consent is sought from the

  relevant local authority. If such consents are granted, the plaque is designed, and then produced by a specialist manufacturer. Plaques are set into the fabric of the building, flush with the wall

  face. The cost of plaque manufacture and installation are borne entirely by English Heritage.




  The presence of a plaque does not afford a building any statutory protection; it has, for example, no connection with listing. Plaques to have been removed in the course of redevelopment include

  those to composer Sir Arthur Sullivan (in VICTORIA STREET) and Antarctic explorer Captain Lawrence Oates (in UPPER RICHMOND ROAD). Under such

  circumstances, English Heritage seeks to recover the plaque. If an alternative location cannot be found, plaques are either offered to relevant museums or bodies, or are added to English

  Heritage’s small collection.




  Plaques have not always been of uniform design, though certain guiding principles have always applied. The earliest plaques, erected in 1867, were blue. Their format, a circle with the name of

  the Society of Arts worked into a pattern around the edge, was used consistently by the Society over its 35 years of management. But colour varied; the manufacturers – Minton, Hollins, and

  Co. – found it difficult and expensive to produce blue-coloured plaques, and most of those set up before 1900 were chocolate brown.




  After taking over the scheme in 1901, the London County Council used the Society of Arts design as a model, merely substituting its own name for that of the Society. Plaques remained, on the

  whole, circular and, like the Society of Arts’s plaques, were made of ceramic by Minton. However, experimentation was carried out regularly until the 1920s; plaques were made in bronze, stone

  and lead, some designed as squares or rectangles, and varied in colour between blue, chocolate, sage and terracotta. In 1921 there was a move towards standardization. Blue was chosen as the

  principal colour, though subject to variation ‘in any special case’, and Doulton ware was made the norm. In 1938, the modern design of the blue plaque was born. This simplified the

  overall layout, allowing a bolder spacing and arrangement of the lettering. The first plaque made to this design commemorated composer Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (EBURY

  STREET). The white border, added shortly afterwards, completed this design, which has remained standard up to the present day. Plaques continued to be made by Doulton until 1955, when the

  firm’s London factory closed and manufacture was moved to Poole, Dorset. Since 1981, manufacture has been undertaken by independent craftspeople.




  For nearly 140 years London formed the principal focus for the plaques scheme, but from 2004 the scheme was extended across England on a region-by-region basis; there are already blue plaques in

  Merseyside, Birmingham, Southampton and Portsmouth.




  Over the years, a number of private plaque schemes have grown up alongside that run by English Heritage. For instance, those run by Comic Heritage and Westminster City Council. The selection

  criteria for these schemes tends to differ from that used for ‘official’ plaques; for instance, a figure selected for commemoration could still be alive.




  BLUECOAT SCHOOL – see BLEWCOAT SCHOOL and CHRIST’S HOSPITAL.




  BOARD OF THE GREEN CLOTH • An ancient institution of the Royal Household, presided over in the past by the Lord Steward, now by the Master of the Household. It is

  said to take its name from the green cloth which covered the table at which its business is conducted. Its jurisdiction is now limited to the licensing of certain premises within what was known as

  the VERGE OF THE COURT. Upon his appointment the Master of the Household is made a Justice of the Peace for this purpose. There are five other members of the board, one the

  Chief Metropolitan Magistrate. The board meets in February each year. It has offices in DEAN STREET.




  Boar’s Head Tavern • Great Eastcheap. One of the largest and most famous of the 16th-century taverns in EASTCHEAP. Shakespeare mentions it; plays were performed in it. It was destroyed in the GREAT FIRE together with its neighbours, the Chicken, the Plough and the

  Three Kings. It was rebuilt after the fire in brick. A stone carved with the head of a boar and the date, 1668, was inset above the door. Vine branches elaborately carved in wood, surmounted with

  small figures of Falstaff, were set each side of the door. Boswell mentioned the inn to Johnson as the ‘very tavern where Falstaff and his joyous companions met’ and added that the

  members of a club met here and assumed Shakespeare’s characters. Goldsmith wrote his Reverie in the tavern. William Pitt and William Wilberforce once spent a convivial evening here in

  a party in memory of Shakespeare. It was demolished, no longer a tavern but a gunsmith’s shop, to make way for the approaches to LONDON BRIDGE in 1831.




  BOLLO • Boller Brook, as it was called in 1826, rose in WEST ACTON, crossed under Bull Hollow Bridge – from which it probably takes its

  name – and followed the line of Bollo Lane, then running eastwards to TURNHAM GREEN to join the other two source streams of STAMFORD BROOK.




  BOLSOVER STREET • W1. Originally called Norton Street, it lies on the north-eastern quarter of the PORTLAND ESTATE. Named after a

  Derbyshire estate of the Cavendish family, it was laid out in the 1720s–50s. The original houses have been replaced by flats and offices and the ‘town branch’ of the ROYAL NATIONAL ORTHOPAEDIC HOSPITAL, which moved here from GREAT PORTLAND STREET in 1984 when the new Spinal Injuries Unit was opened by Diana, Princess of

  Wales. The artist Richard Wilson lived at No. 24, and David Wilkie had lodgings at No. 8 when he was struggling to establish himself as a painter. B.R. Haydon tells in his diary of how he broke the

  good news of the favourable reception of Wilkie’s Village Politicians in the ROYAL ACADEMY exhibition of 1806: ‘We huzzaed and, taking hands, danced round

  the table till we were tired.’




  BOLT COURT • EC4. Small court off Fleet Street probably named after a vanished inn, the Bolt-in-Tun. Dr Johnson lived at No. 8 between 1776 and 1784 when he

  died here. ‘Behind the house was a garden, which he took delight in watering,’ Sir John Hawkins wrote, ‘. . . and the whole of the two-pair-stairs floor was made a repository for

  his books, one of the rooms thereon being his study.’ It was not a large house but he took in those ‘whole nests of people’, as Mrs Thrale described them, who depended upon his

  charity. Here he wrote his masterpiece, The Lives of the Poets. The house was burned down in 1819. William Cobbett occupied No. 11 in 1802 when publishing the first numbers of his

  Political Register and The Parliamentary Debates which were later taken over by his printer, Luke Hansard.




  BOLTON GARDENS • SW5. Take their name from William Bolton whose descendants owned land here for generations. The poet, journalist and humanist Sir Edwin

  Arnold lived at No. 31 where he died in 1904. Sir William Orpen, the painter, lived at No. 8 South Bolton Gardens.




  BOLTON STREET • W1. Extending from PICCADILLY to CURZON STREET, it takes its name from the Duke of Bolton, for

  whom in 1696 sewer pipes were being laid to serve his property nearby. In 1708 this was the westernmost street in London. Most of the buildings are now modern blocks of offices or flats, but Nos

  15-20 on the east side form a good basically 18th-century range. Madame D’Arblay (formerly Fanny Burney) lived at No. 11 and Henry James at No.3.




  THE BOLTONS • SW10. Probably takes its name from the Bolton family who owned adjacent land in the early 19th century. Built in the decade 1850-60 to plans by

  George Godwin, the two facing crescents have always been select. Some of its palatial mansions are now occupied by organizations, but private residents remain and have included Jenny Lind and

  Douglas Fairbanks Jnr. St Mary’s, West Brompton, finely set in the central garden and also designed by Godwin, was consecrated on 22 October 1850. Bousfield Primary School won an

  architectural award for its LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL architects, Chamberlin, Powell and Bon, in 1956. Its site includes the former home of the author Beatrix Potter, creator of

  Peter Rabbit.




  Bon Marché • 442-444 Brixton Road. The first shop in England to be purpose-built as a department store. It was established in 1877 by a printer from

  TOOTING, James Smith, who had won a great deal of money the year before at Newmarket races. He named his emporium after the famous Bon Marché in Paris. His sales

  staff lived in a large block he built especially for them. Rosebery Smith, as he now called himself, was not successful as a shopkeeper and went bankrupt. The store, however, enjoyed success under

  subsequent owners, but declined after the 2nd World War and, after a short time as a market known as Brixton Fair, it was closed. Bond Street in 1797–8, followed in

  about 1811–13 (in a different house) by Lady Hamilton, shortly before her imprisonment for debt.
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  Bond Street fashionables caricatured by Gillray in his ‘High Change in Bond Street–ou–La Politesse du Grande Monde’, 1796.




  BOND STREET • W1. The only street to extend across the full depth of MAYFAIR from PICCADILLY to OXFORD STREET. It was built in two stages. Old Bond Street, as the southern end between PICCADILLY and BURLINGTON GARDENS is now known,

  formed part of Albemarle Ground, where the principal speculator in 1684 was Sir Thomas Bond (see ALBEMARLE STREET). Almost all the rest of the street, extending northward to

  Oxford Street and now known as New Bond Street, was situated on the CORPORATION OF LONDON’S Conduit Mead Estate (see CONDUIT STREET). There was some building here

  between BURLINGTON GARDENS and CLIFFORD STREET soon after 1700, but the main northward thrust had to wait until the great building boom of the early

  1720s.




  As early as 1736 it was already being said that ‘there is nothing in the whole prodigious length of the two Bond Streets . . . that has anything worth our attention’, and Bond Street

  has never been noted for its architectural distinction. A few unremarkable 18thcentury houses do survive, notably at ASPREY, Nos 165–169 New Bond Street, where the ground floor now has

  splendid Victorian shopfronts; and it was as a luxury shopping street that the whole of Bond Street very quickly became famous. Shop-gazing being as popular in Georgian times as now, Bond Street

  also became a fashionable promenade for the beau monde, and many shopkeepers let off part of their upper rooms as lodgings. Distinguished lodgers here, often for only very short stays, have

  included James Thomson, author of the words of ‘Rule Britannia’ (who put up at a milliner’s); Dean Swift (1727); George Selwyn (1751); Edward Gibbon (1758); William Pitt the

  Elder, 1st Earl of Chatham (1766); Laurence Sterne, who died here in 1768; James Boswell (1769), who first met his hero, General Paoli, here; Sir Thomas Lawrence (1791–4); and Admiral Nelson

  at Nos 147 and 103 New Bond Street in 1797–8, followed in about 1811–13 (in a different house) by Lady Hamilton, shortly before her imprisonment for debt.




  During a promenade in Bond Street in its late-18th-century heyday, Charles James Fox wagered with the Prince of Wales as to how many cats would be seen on either side of the street; and choosing

  the sunny side, won his bet with a tally of thirteen to none. Despite a considerable amount of piecemeal rebuilding during the last 100 years, Bond Street has never lost its fashionable

  pre-eminence as a shopping centre; but visually it is totally different from its counterparts in the broad boulevards of Paris. Throughout most of its length it is still narrow, and many of the

  shops are still little more than 6 metres wide. Most now sell expensive clothes, shoes, jewellery, luggage, etc., but they include such world-famous names in the field of art as bonhams (formerly

  PHILLIPS) at No. 101, SOTHEBY’S at Nos 34–35 and the Fine Art Society, established in 1876 by Longman, the publisher, at No.148 with an

  art nouveau shopfront designed by E. Godwin. Also in New Bond Street are Asprey at Nos 165–169, Cartier Ltd, established in Burlington Street in 1902, previously at Nos 175–176 and now

  at Nos 40–41, and fenwick’s department store at No. 63, founded in Newcastle in 1882 and opened in Bond Street in 1891. The Time-Life Building by Michael Rosenauer (1952–3) is at

  Nos 153–157, the bronze on the terrace, Draped Reclining Figure (1953), is by Henry Moore. The ancient Egyptian sculpture in igneous rock (c. 1600 BC)

  over the entrance to SOTHEBY’S, the oldest outdoor sculpture in London, was erected here in 1917.




  BONHAMS • 101 New Bond Street, W1 and Montpelier Street, SW7. Fine art auctioneers founded in 1793 by William Charles Bonham and George Jones who

  opened a small gallery in LEICESTER SQUARE, moving later to oxford street, then in 1930 to new burlington street and in 1956 to MONTPELIER STREET.

  Since their merger with Phillips in 2001 (when they moved into the NEW BOND STREET PREMISES) and their acquisition of US auctioneers Butterfield in 2002 and Australian

  auctioneers Goodmans in 2003, Bonhams have become the third-largest auctioneer of fine art and antiques in the world, holding more than 700 sales annually.




  BOODLE’S • 28 St James’s Street, SW1. A social and non-political club founded in 1762 by Edward Boodle as a proprietary club. Its first premises

  were at Nos 49, 50 and 51 Pall Mall, owned by William Almack. In 1772 the proprietorship passed to Nicholas Kenney, who bought the present clubhouse in 1783. The members bought the club from the

  proprietor in 1896. The house, which has a superb room on the first floor and a beautiful fan window, was designed by John Crunden. Past members have included Pitt the Elder and the Younger, Edward

  Gibbon, William Wilberforce, Beau Brummell and the Duke of Wellington. Present members are mostly country gentlemen who come to London for business.




  BOOK TRUST • Book House, 45 East Hill, Wandsworth, SW18. Founded as a charity in 1925 to promote books and reading, it was first housed in COVENT GARDEN. In 1945 the trust, then known as the National Book League, moved to 7 Albemarle Street, formerly Grillon’s Hotel (see ALBEMARLE

  STREET); and in 1980 to its present address. In addition to its other activities, the trust holds regular exhibitions and is responsible for the administration of many literary awards

  including the Commonwealth Writers’ Prize and the Orange Prize for Fiction. The Mark Longman Library, an important collection of books about books, is also housed at Book House, as well as a

  unique children’s reference library. The Book Information Service answers some 20,000 questions a year.




  BOROUGH HIGH STREET • SE1. Once the main road to the south and the terminus for coaches when LONDON BRIDGE was too narrow to carry

  them into the city. In the 17th century, according to Thomas Dekker, it was full of inns, ‘a continued ale house with not a shop to be seen between’. The most

  famous were the george, the BEAR, the QUEEN’S HEAD, and the WHITE HART. Near the White Hart were the MARSHALSEA and KING’S BENCH PRISONS. A pillory stood in the middle of the street until 1620. SOUTHWARK FAIR was held here. In 1676

  fire swept the northern end, destroying many of the old buildings; and in 1830 most of the remaining buildings on the west side were demolished for a street-widening scheme and the realignment of

  LONDON BRIDGE. The yard at No. 50 has the only remaining half-timbered house with an overhanging upper floor. Brandon House, No. 180, the large office building completed in

  1981, stands on the site of Suffolk Place, residence in the 16th century of Charles Brandon, Duke of Suffolk. The bronze figure of a soldier on a stone plinth (the memorial to the dead of both

  World Wars) and the bronze reliefs of battleships and biplanes are by P. Lindsey Clark (1924).
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  Street widening in Borough High Street, 1830. St Saviour’s, later Southwark Cathedral, is on the right.




  BOROUGH MARKET • Southwark, SE1. Claims have been made that this is the oldest fruit and vegetable market in London, a successor to the one that caused a

  nuisance by spreading onto the southern end of LONDON BRIDGE in 1276. A map of 1542 shows the marketplace south of St Margaret’s church in the High Street. Edward VI

  granted the market a charter vesting the market rights in the LORD MAYOR and citizens of the CITY. In 1671 Charles II confirmed the charter and fixed

  the market boundaries, along the High Street from London Bridge to St Margaret’s Hill. By 1754 it caused such chaos and traffic congestion that the City petitioned Parliament to relieve them

  of their rights. An Act was accordingly passed which abolished the old market but gave leave for the parishioners of St Saviour’s church to set up a new market on another site. The market

  began again in Rochester Yard. The buildings were designed by H. Rose in 1851 with additions by E. Habershon 1863–4.




  The recent revival of the SOUTH BANK, BANKSIDE and BERMONDSEY Riverside, and the arrival in the area of several

  high-profile restaurant and retail businesses, has had a dramatic effect on Borough Market. What was once a raucous marketplace for the trading of cattle, fish and grain has become one of

  London’s most exotic and sophisticated food markets. The range of produce is vast, with stalls selling seafood, game, cheeses, olives, mushrooms, fruit and vegetables, coffee, chocolates,

  bread, wine, pastries, herbs and spices and other delicacies. A wholesale market catering to retailers and restaurateurs during the week, it is open to the public on Fridays and Saturdays and has

  become a mecca for foodies and weekend gourmets.




  BOSTALL HEATH and WOODS • SE2. Comprise nearly 80 acres acquired for the public in the 1890s. The district, between WOOLWICH

  and ERITH, provided a large number of the 20,000 who marched with Jack Cade’s ill-fated insurrection in 1450 (see CADE’S

  REBELLION). Both heath and woods were the haunt of highwaymen, and a cave in the woods is named after Dick Turpin.




  BOSTON HOUSE • Chiswick, W4. The largest house in the group of 18th-century houses known as Chiswick Square, situated in Burlington Lane, just west of Church

  Street. It is said to have been built by Henry D’Auverquerque, Viscount Boston, Earl of Grantham, and contains some panelled rooms. Legends about the ghost of a Lady Boston, murdered there by

  her husband, have no foundation. For the greater part of the 19th century it was a boarding school for girls. It has been suggested as the basis for Miss Pinkerton’s Academy in Vanity

  Fair but it is more likely that Thackeray had in mind Walpole House in CHISWICK MALL. In the 1980s the house was divided into four and new houses were built in the

  grounds now known as Boston Gardens.




  BOSTON MANOR HOUSE • Boston Manor Road, Brentford, Middlesex. Boston Manor was first heard of in the 14th century when it belonged to the nuns of ST HELEN BISHOPGATE. At the Reformation it was taken over by the Crown. In 1547 Edward VI gave it to Protector Somerset; but in 1552 it was taken back again when

  the Protector was attainted. In 1572 Queen Elizabeth gave it to Robert, Earl of Leicester, who within the year sold it to Sir Thomas Gresham, founder of the ROYAL EXCHANGE

  and owner of the neighbouring OSTERLEY PARK. After the death of Gresham’s wife it was occupied by his stepson, Sir William Reade. The present three-storey Jacobean

  manor house was built in 1623 by Lady Reade – the date together with her initials MR are recorded on the drawing-room ceiling – and is remarkable for its chimneypieces and the fine

  English Renaissance plaster ceilings in the state rooms on the first floor. In 1670 the house was sold to James Clitherow, in whose family’s ownership it remained for more than two centuries.

  King William IV and Queen Adelaide, who were friends of the Clitherows, came to dine here in 1834. In 1924 the house and 40 acres of parkland with a lake and ancient cedar trees was sold to

  Brentford Urban District Council. Damaged in the 2nd World War, and Grade I listed in 1951, the house was reopened after repairs in 1963 and occupied by the National Institute of Houseworkers and

  later by the Over Forty Association for Women Workers, who turned the house, apart from state rooms, into flats for their members. Now owned by the LONDON BOROUGH of

  hounslow, managed by Hounslow Cultural and Community Services and open to the public, it contains more than eighty paintings from the borough’s collection, mostly historic views of brentford,

  chiswick and isleworth; the state bedroom contains portraits of the Clitherow family by George Romney and Sir Godfrey Kneller.




  BOTANY BAY • Enfield, Middlesex. This hamlet, which grew up after the enclosure of ENFIELD CHASE in 1777, lies at the junction of East

  Lodge with the Ridgeway in the centre of the Chase. Nearby is East Lodge on the site of one of the three original keepers’ lodges, and to the north St Nicholas House, formerly called North

  Lodge, built in the 1730s. The place was so remote from civilization that some Victorian humorist called it Botany Bay. It had its public house, the Robin Hood, its blacksmith’s shop where

  the Lawrance family were smith and wheelwright from early in the 19th century, and a chapel, originally of the Huntingdon Connection. Henry Mayhew, the author of London Labour and the London

  Poor and founder of Punch, lived at Holly Cottage here. The hamlet now lies in the heart of the GREEN BELT and was supposed secure from developers until in the

  1980s the M25 London orbital motorway sliced past it.




  BOTOLPH LANE • EC3. A steep lane running south from EASTCHEAP, it was named after a vanished church, ST BOTOLPH BILLINGSGATE. ST GEORGE

  BILLINGSGATE also once stood in the lane. Wren is thought to have lived here while ST PAUL’S was being built; the house was demolished in about 1906.




  BOUNDARY ROAD • NW8. Laid out from 1842 onwards, it marks the northern boundary of the parish of ST

  MARYLEBONE and divides it from its northern neighbour, HAMPSTEAD. No. 48 by Evans and Shalev (1979) was built as a home for disabled youngsters but converted for old

  people in 1996–7. In parallel Alexandra Road and Rowley Walk, some innovative and slightly intimidating 1970s public housing by Neave Brown for Camden Council is boldly cantilevered out over

  the railway line. The objective was high density without high rise.




  BOURCHIER STREET • W1. Formerly known as Hedge Lane, then as Milk Alley and after 1838 as Little Dean Street. In 1937 it was given its present name in

  commemoration of the Revd Basil Bourchier, a rector of ST ANNE SOHO, who died in 1934. The congregation of the Huguenot chapel known as L’Eglise du Quarré moved

  to a church here (since demolished) in about 1769.




  BOURDON HOUSE • Davies Street, W1. Takes its name from its first occupant, William Bourdon. It was built 1723–5, perhaps by Thomas Barlow, the estate

  surveyor, and was originally a free-standing two-storey house placed end on to DAVIES STREET, its pedimented five-bay principal front facing south into a walled garden now

  bounded on the south side by Bourdon Street. In the middle of the 18th century two bays were added on the north side on the Davies Street front, which probably occasioned important internal

  rearrangements. Later (probably 1864–5) an extra storey was added. In 1909 the ground landlord, the 2nd Duke of Westminster, ordered extensive repairs and the addition of a substantial new

  three-storey wing to the south-east of the original house. This was done by Eustace Balfour, the estate surveyor, with his usual discrimination in such matters. After he had vacated GROSVENOR HOUSE in 1916, the enlarged Bourdon House became the Duke’s town house until his death in 1953. It is now used as a showroom for antiques. Though much altered, the old

  part of the house still contains a good 18th-century staircase, panelling and chimneypieces.




  BOURDON STREET • W1. On the grosvenor estate, it is a narrow street extending eastward from davies street near bourdon house into what was originally a

  network of mews providing stabling for the great houses in GROSVENOR STREET. In Victorian times several blocks of artisans’ dwellings were built here, and most of the

  stables and coach houses have now been converted to garages, bijou residences or offices.




  Bourne and Hollingsworth Ltd • 116–128 Oxford Street. Mr Bourne and Mr Hollingsworth set up a fancy draper’s shop in 1894 in WESTBOURNE GROVE. In 1902 they moved to No. 116–118 OXFORD STREET, and slowly acquired the rest of the block, including a brothel, a ‘nest of Polish

  tailors’ and Savory’s cigarette factory. Between 1922 and 1928 they built one of the largest modern drapery stores, designed by Slater and Moberly. The stores were closed in 1983.




  BOUVERIE STREET • EC4. Built in about 1799 on the site of WHITEFRIARS Priory and named after the ground landlords, the

  Pleydell-Bouveries, Earls of Radnor. A crypt from the monastery is preserved beneath No. 30. Hazlitt lived with his son on the site of No. 6 in 1829, having separated from his second wife. The

  Daily News began at Nos 19–22 in 1845 with Charles Dickens as editor, Douglas Jerrold as assistant editor, Dickens’s father as manager and his father-in-law as music critic. John

  Forster was also on the staff. The street used to be mostly taken up with newspaper offices, including the Sun and the News of the World in a building at No. 30 designed by A.A.H.

  Scott in 1930. Newspapers have now given way to professional offices. The offices of Punch were at No. 10 for many years until their removal to Tudor Street in 1969; the Newspaper

  Publishers’ Association formerly at No. 64 is now in SOUTHWARK BRIDGE ROAD.




  BOW • E3. An important bridgehead on the main road from London to Essex over the River LEA. The crossing used by the Romans at old

  ford had become inadequate and too dangerous by the early 12th century, so the highway was diverted further to the south (now the WHITECHAPEL, MILE END and BOW ROADS). Maud, the wife of Henry I, is said to have had the original stone bridge built here. Shaped like a bow, it gave the area its name, and has been rebuilt many times, most

  recently in 1973. Bow became a centre for the unloading of goods, especially grain, brought down the River Lea from Hertfordshire for the London market. A milling industry grew up along this part

  of the river, and by 1311 Bow was sufficiently populated to have its own chapel. st mary’s was enlarged in the 15th century but Bow did not become a parish separated from ST

  DUNSTAN STEPNEY until 1719. St Mary’s in Bow Road is the only relic left of the former medieval village that once surrounded it. By the 18th century calico printing and scarlet dyeing

  were flourishing along the banks of the Lea. The open land around the village was used for arable farming, pasture and nursery gardens and an annual fair was held near the present Fairfield Road.

  The famous blue and white china ware known as bow PORCELAIN was manufactured on the Essex side of the river at STRATFORD, although early experiments

  were perhaps carried out at Bow.




  In 1801 the population was still small – about 2,000 inhabitants – and it was not until the second half of the 19th century that rapid industrial development and growth in population

  brought Bow into the suburban fringes of London. But it was to be engulfed soon afterwards by London’s relentless expansion eastwards. Many factories started up in the 1850s and 1860s

  producing, amongst other commodities, soap, hemp-cloth, rubber and matches. The largest of the Lea-side factories, Bryant and May’s match factory, combined the use of timber brought up the

  Lea Navigation Canal with that of chemicals and employed over 5,600 workers in 1875. It was the scene of the successful match-girls’ strike in 1888, and the first

  attempt to organize unskilled women workers into a trade union. The factory closed in 1979 and was converted into 600 apartments known as the Bow Quarter. The population of Bow more than doubled

  between 1861 and 1871 and reached its peak of 42,000 by 1901. Because communication with central London was direct and easy and further improved by the extension of the DISTRICT Underground Railway to Bow in 1902, Bow retained a considerable residential population of CITY workers with the more affluent living in the roads

  immediately to the north of Bow Road. At No. 39 Bow Road a small garden has been laid out as a memorial to George Lansbury, who lived here most of his life, represented the area in Parliament for

  about 20 years and was leader of the Labour Party 1931–5. His decision to resign and fight a by-election in 1912 for the suffragette cause brought Sylvia Pankhurst to Bow, where she founded

  the East London Federation of Suffragettes. Bow became a part of the Metropolitan Borough of poplar in 1900 and since 1965 has been part of the London Borough of TOWER

  HAMLETS.
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  Match-makers in the East End, 1871. At Bryant and May’s factory in Bow there was a successful match-girls’ strike in 1888.




  East of the A12 is the Three Mills tidal mill complex and industrial centre. A trading site for over 900 years, the mill has been restored as a working museum (1989–97, Julian Harrap

  Architects) and contains much of its original machinery including four large water-wheels, millstones and grain chutes. Since 1994 much of the rest of the site has been occupied by the 3 Mills film

  studios. Owned by the LONDON DEVELOPMENT AGENCY, the 20-acre studio complex has been used for filming many of the UK’s nost successful television programmes as well as

  feature films.




  BOW BELLS • The peal of bells of st MARY-LE-BOW, cheapside which were destroyed by bombing in 1941. In 1472 a CITY

  mercer provided for the Bow bells to be rung every night at 9 o’clock, and in 1520 a larger bell was given to sound ‘a retreat from work’. It is said of an authentic COCKNEY that he is born within the sound of Bow Bells. During the 2nd World War the BBC broadcast a recording of their peal to enemy-occupied countries.




  BOW LANE • EC4. A narrow pedestrianized shopping street between CHEAPSIDE and CANNON STREET, it was previously

  known as Cordwainer Street after the shoemakers who lived here, then as Hosier Lane after the hosiers who succeeded them. The present name is after the church of ST

  MARY-LE-BOW and dates from the 16th century. The 17th-century traveller Thomas Coryate, author of Coryat’s Crudities, lived here. ST MARY ALDERMARY is on

  the west side.




  BOW PORCELAIN • The workshop where this soft-paste porcelain was made was founded at STRATFORD LANGTHORNE by a glass merchant named Edward

  Heylyn and an Irish painter, Thomas Frye. In 1744 they took out a patent for their material, one of whose ingredients was an important china clay. Among the objects which they produced were cups,

  bowls, mugs and many figures, in the manner of those produced at CHELSEA. Their quality declined after Frye’s retirement in 1759. In 1775 the workshop equipment was

  moved to Derby.




  BOW ROAD • E3. Part of the main road from London to Essex and East Anglia, it begins at St Clement’s Hospital, built in 1849 as the City of London Union

  Workhouse, later an infirmary and now run by the East London and the City Mental Health NHS Trust. Opposite the hospital there is a terrace of houses built in 1822. George Lansbury lived in No. 39,

  bombed during the 2nd World War. Further east, ST MARY’S CHURCH was built in the early 14th century, has been much added to and now sits in its small churchyard on a

  traffic island in the middle of the road. The former Poplar Town Hall (now offices) is by E. Culpin (1937). The stone panels depicting craftsmen who worked on it are by David Evans (1938). The

  neo-baroque police station at No. 111 (John Dixon Butler, 1903) faces the Thames Magistrates Court and Juvenile Court at No. 58, built in 1990 on the site of the 1860 courthouse. The stuccoed

  former chapel of 1854–5 in Harley Grove was converted in 1927 into the Mile End and Bow Great Synagogue and in 1979 reopened as the GURDWARA Sikh Sangat.




  BOW STREET • WC2. Built in the shape of a bow between 1633 and 1677. It originally ran from FLORAL STREET to TAVISTOCK STREET and was later extended northwards to LONG ACRE and southwards to the STRAND via WELLINGTON

  STREET. In the 17th and early 18th centuries it was, according to Strype, ‘well inhabited and resorted unto by gentry for lodgings’. Robert Harley, the manuscript collector, was

  born here in 1661. Grinling Gibbons, the woodcarver, lived here in 1678–1721, Jacob Tonson, the publisher, in 1707, William Wycherley, the dramatist, in 1715, Charles Macklin, the actor, in

  1743–8, Henry Fielding, the novelist, in 1749–53, John Fielding, the magistrate, in 1754–80 and John Rich, manager of the Covent Garden Theatre (see ROYAL

  OPERA HOUSE), in 1754–61. Samuel Johnson told Boswell that he, too, had lodged here for a while. In 1732 the first Covent Garden Theatre was built. By 1743 there were eight licensed

  premises in the street. In the early 19th century it was notorious for brothels. In 1856–60 the Floral Hall (see COVENT GARDEN) was added by Edward Barry as an

  extension to the opera house. Half demolished after a disastrous fire in 1956, the Floral Hall was reconstructed as part of the 1994–2000 development of the Royal Opera House and is now a

  public foyer for the House’s patrons. No. 1, from about 1671 to 1749, was the site of WILL’S COFFEE HOUSE, which was founded by William Urwin and patronized by

  Pepys, Dryden, Gay, Pope, Addison, Steele, Swift, Johnson and Wycherley. In 1740 the bow STREET MAGISTRATES’ COURT was opened by Thomas de Veil, JP for MIDDLESEX, and from here the famous Bow Street Runners later operated. In 1749 Henry Fielding was appointed magistrate and on his death in 1754 he was succeeded by his half-brother,

  John (see bow STREET MAGISTRATES’ COURT). At No. 6 David Garrick and Peg Woffington were living in 1742–4. They did much entertaining and Fanny Burney

  wrote, ‘she was a hostess so attractive that her receptions were crowded with people of distinction, and the table was never presided over so charmingly as when she was at the head of

  it’. But Johnson, who often spoke ill of Garrick, with whom he had travelled to London from Lichfield (although allowing no one else to denigrate him), recalled with distaste how cross

  Garrick was when Peg put an extravagant amount of tea in the pot.




  BOW STREET MAGISTRATES’ COURT • Bow Street, WC2. The first Bow Street magistrate was Colonel Thomas de Veil, a former army officer who

  established his office and court at his house at No. 4 on the western side of the street in 1740, a house which had been built 1703–4 by James Browne, a surgeon. The second Bow Street

  magistrate was Henry Fielding, a barrister as well as a novelist. To supplement the inadequacies of the parish constables and watchmen, Henry Fielding established a mobile

  group of six volunteer ‘thief-takers’ who proved to be the originals of the body which later came to be known as the Bow Street Runners. They were at first part-time employees and

  allowed to retain reward money paid for convictions and to undertake private commissions. They wore no uniform. It was not until the turn of the century that the name Bow Street Runner came into

  general use. In 1751 Fielding’s half-brother John became his assistant and followed him as the third Bow Street magistrate in 1754. He was knighted in 1761. Although blind, his court work was

  adequate for the time and he also pursued crime with vigour and success. He was given the improbable credit of being able to recognize 3,000 thieves by their voices. In 1763 Boswell described his

  courtroom as ‘a back hall’. The house was attacked in the GORDON RIOTS but little damage was done.




  When the Metropolitan Police Act of 1829 created a single uniformed force of 1,011 men for the London area, the Bow Street Runners were excluded from the new body and remained under the control

  of their own magistrates’ office until 1839 when they were disbanded. The Metropolitan Police Courts Act 1839 converted the magistrates’ offices into magistrates’ courts and the

  magistrates became normal members of the judiciary without any police responsibilities. The old offices at Nos 3 and 4 were pulled down in 1887 as part of an improvement scheme in connection with

  COVENT GARDEN MARKET. In 1879–81 the present Magistrates’ Court on the eastern side of the street was built at a cost of £38,400 to the designs of Sir John

  Taylor. It houses four courts. It was here that Oscar Wilde was charged with gross indecency after his arrest at the Cadogan Hotel in PONT STREET in 1895; following a bad

  night in the cells, he ordered tea, toast and eggs for breakfast from the TAVISTOCK HOTEL. Here too, in 1961, was brought the 89-year-old Bertrand Russell along with 35

  other members of the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament who had been demonstrating outside the USSR embassy. Bound over to keep the peace, all 36 defied the order and were sent to BRIXTON PRISON. Russell was released after a week.




  In 2005 the Bow Street Magistrates’ Court building was sold to developers to help finance a new ten-courtroom building on the Marylebone Magistrates’ Court site. The Greater London

  Magistrates’ Courts Authority (GLMCA) explained that since the building was Grade II listed it was not possible to make the changes necessary to bring court facilities up to 21st-century

  standards. The courtrooms closed in July 2006.




  BOWES PARK • N11, N13, N22. A late Victorian suburb on the borders of WOOD GREEN and SOUTHGATE, it was named

  after Bowes manor, which was mentioned in 1384 but seems to have disappeared around 1900. Housing development started in the mid-1870s and continued spasmodically until the 1st World War. In its

  early days Bowes Park was highly respectable (‘Wood Green with its Sunday clothes on’ according to Thomas Burke c. 1920) and was one of the most desirable suburbs in North

  London. Bowes Park Station (opened 1880) was once one of the busiest on the Great Northern Railway’s London network.




  Bowman’s Coffee House • St Michael’s Alley, Cornhill. According to Aubrey, this was the first coffee house in London. It was established in

  about 1652 by Christopher Bowman, coachman to a Turkey merchant who set him up in business. It was four years, Aubrey said, before another coffee house was set up in London. This was the

  RAINBOW IN FLEET STREET. Another authority, Oldys, maintains that ‘the use of Coffee in England was first known in 1657, when Mr Daniel Edwards, a Turkey merchant,

  brought from Smyrna to London one Pasqua Rosee, a Ragusean youth, who prepared this drink for him every morning. But the novelty thereof drawing too much company to him, he allowed his said

  servant, with another of his son-in-laws [sic], to sell it publicly and they set up in the first coffee house in London in St Michael’s Alley in Cornhill. But they separating Pasqua

  kept on the house, and he who had been his partner obtained leave to pitch a tent and sell the liquor in St Michael’s Churchyard.’




  BOWYERS’ COMPANY – see CITY LIVERY COMPANIES.




  BRACKLEY STREET • EC1. Viscount Brackley was the title given to the eldest son of the Earls of Bridgewater whose town house stood close by in BRIDGEWATER SQUARE. The street was first built in the 17th century and was completely rebuilt 1892–6.




  Bradford Avenue • EC1. A street of warehouses built in the 1890s opposite the Midland Railway Goods Depot in REDCROSS STREET.

  It was bombed in the 2nd World War and its site now forms part of the BARBICAN redevelopment.




  Bradmore House • Broadway, Hammersmith. Built in 1714 as an addition to Butterwick House (demolished 1836). At one time the property of the Impey

  family (Sir Elijah, friend of Warren Hastings, was born there), it became a school but was demolished in 1913 by the London Omnibus Company. The garden front, designed by Thomas Archer, was

  re-erected to form the front of the bus garage. Panelling from the house is in the GEFFRYE MUSEUM.




  BRAMAH’S MUSEUM OF TEA AND COFFEE • 40 Southwark Street, SE1. Founded in 1992 in a former tea warehouse by erstwhile tea taster and coffee broker Edward

  Bramah, the museum is in two sections, one telling the story of tea and the other the story of coffee. The tea room boasts an extensive collection of teapots (including the world’s largest,

  holding 800 cups) and serves authentic leaf tea; the coffee room has a similarly varied collection of coffee pots and serves roasted and ground coffee; both have displays illustrating the growing,

  trading, social history and methods of making their respective beverages.




  Brandenburgh House • Hammersmith/Fulham. Built in Charles I’s reign for Sir Nicholas Crisp. It became the headquarters of General Fairfax in

  1647, but in 1660 it was returned to Sir Nicholas, who had helped General Monck plan the Restoration. In 1683 it was bought by Prince Rupert of the Rhine, who settled it on his mistress, Margaret

  Hughes, for ten years. In 1792 it was bought by the Margrave of Brandenburgh-Anspach, who decorated it in lavish style and made it a centre of fashionable society. He died here in 1806. The

  Margravine, who was not received at Court because she had lived with him while her husband, the 6th Earl of Craven, was still alive, was deeply interested in amateur theatricals for which she had a

  theatre built in the grounds. In 1820 Queen Caroline, the eccentric wife of George IV, stayed here before the proceedings against her for adultery in the House of Lords. (She gave thanks in

  ST PAUL’S CHURCH, HAMMERSMITH when the Bill was abandoned.) She died here in 1821 a few weeks after being shut out of WESTMINSTER ABBEY at her husband’s

  coronation. The next year the house was sold and demolished. The site was occupied by the Hammersmith distillery in the early 20th century but by the end of the century

  was being developed as part of the King Henry’s Reach residential scheme and the Hammersmith Embankment development. The River Café, the Rogers Studio and other fashionable

  establishments share the waterfront.
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  Watermen present an address to Queen Caroline at Brandenburgh House during the proceedings against her in the House of Lords.




  BREAD STREET • EC4. Once an important route from CHEAPSIDE market to QUEENHITHE dock. It was the site of the bread market of medieval

  London; also of the mermaid tavern from about 1411 to 1666, and SADDLERS’ HALL 1454–1641. The SHERIFFS had a compter (see below) on the

  west side of the street before the WOOD STREET COMPTER was built in 1555. One Randall Tytley complained to Thomas Cromwell about ‘the heavy charges for beds there and,

  any charity bread drink or cheare, the keeper will suffer none to come to them lest it hinder his own custom . . . if any one be in arrear for one night’s lodgings . . . he is thrust into the

  hole and kept till he has sold all his clothes and then there is no remedy but to Newgate with him which has been the murder of many a tall man and true.’ In 1608 John Milton was born at the

  sign of the Spread Eagle (the family crest). The street was burnt in the GREAT FIRE and devastated by bombs in the 2nd World War.




  Bread Street Compter • An ancient prison for debtors under the control of the City SHERIFF. Its prisoners were transferred to the new

  wood street compter in 1555.




  Bread Street Hill • EC4. Before QUEEN VICTORIA STREET was cut 1867–71 it continued BREAD STREET

  south to the river. John Donne was born here in 1573.




  BRENT • The London Borough of Brent was created in 1965 by the union of the former Boroughs of WEMBLEY and WILLESDEN.

  Its component parts, with only a few exceptions like QUEENSBURY, are derived from hamlets of probably Saxon origin.




  Brent Town Hall, Forty Lane, was built 1937–9 for Wembley Urban District Council to designs by Clifford Strange, who earlier had worked for T.S. Tait, the English innovator of a style of

  brick architecture practised by the Dutchman Dudok. The site for the town hall was acquired in 1934 and a public architectural competition was established with Stanley H. Hamp as the assessor.

  Although Strange was awarded first prize, the working details when it came to actual construction were debated in committee and provoked substantial opposition from local residents and councillors

  alike. Building operations began in 1937 when the council was granted borough status. The plan form is asymmetrical with an off-centre main entrance which enables the offices, library and great

  hall to be separated from each other. Its 107-metre frontage is set back 48 metres from Forty Lane, but this horizontal emphasis is countered by the vertical plane of the taller entrance piece and

  two-storey windows of the office block. A similar concern for detail is expressed within the building. The result was a new concept in town hall design. The borough’s GRANGE

  MUSEUM, formerly ‘the only museum located on a traffic island’, was scheduled to reopen in WILLESDEN Green Library in 2006.




  Recent IMMIGRATION has had a marked effect on the borough’s population, with (according to the 2001 census) less than one third now being of a white British ethnic

  background. Different ethnic groups are concentrated in different parts of the borough; their diversity may be judged from the council’s pronouncements being available in Gujarati, Hindi,

  Urdu, Arabic, Albanian, Tamil and Somali. After WEMBLEY STADIUM, the borough’s biggest attraction is probably the SWAMINARAYAN TEMPLE in NEASDEN.




  BRENT CROSS SHOPPING CENTRE • NW4. Opened on 2 March 1976 on a virgin site of 52 acres, it was constructed by the Hammerson Group of Companies as the first

  regional shopping centre in Europe. On two levels, the length of the main mall is 186 metres. There are marble floors. An elaborate fountain under the main dome dominates the central well. Extended

  and refurbished in 1995 Brent Cross now has 110 stores and cafés, and parking for 5,000 cars.




  BRENT RESERVOIR – see WELSH HARP RESERVOIR.




  BRENT RIVER • Rises in south Hertfordshire as Dollis Brook and is joined in NEASDEN by Silk Stream. Below the junction it has been dammed up

  to form the WELSH HARP or BRENT RESERVOIR to provide water for the GRAND JUNCTION CANAL. Between 1793 and 1798 three miles of

  it were converted to form the beginning of the canal, which leaves it at GREENFORD. In a nice wartime twist, the reservoir became a target for Germany’s dam-busters;

  one bomb left a crater near the dam that is currently described as ‘a good source for tadpoles’. Today the Welsh Harp, so named after a now defunct pub, is designated a site of Special

  Scientific Interest. Swimming, rowing (the rowing events of the 1948 olympic games were held here) and sailing are permitted, and there are hides for bird watchers. The river’s water,

  described in 1890 as so polluted that between HANWELL and EALING even the water rats were dying, is now less so, and reaches the THAMES at Brentford Lock opposite KEW GARDENS.




  BRENT RIVER PARK • W7. Created by the Borough of EALING along the valley of the BRENT RIVER, the area of 850 acres is the nearest

  natural open space to central London west of KENSINGTON GARDENS. Footpaths and riverside walks allow the natural beauty of the area to be enjoyed without interfering with

  golf courses and other facilities. Buildings included within the area are the 12th-century church of St Mary the Virgin and Wharncliffe Viaduct designed by Brunel in 1837 to carry the Great Western

  Railway over the valley on a series of eight elliptical arches. Above a series of locks known as the Hanwell Flight the GRAND UNION CANAL meets the road and railway. The

  point of intersection comprises three bridges, one above the other, and is one of Brunel’s engineering masterpieces. The locks have been scheduled as an Ancient Monument.




  BRENTFORD • Middlesex. Often referred to as the county town of the former county of MIDDLESEX, but this is questionable as it was

  never a corporate town, although the Parliamentary elections took place here for a number of years. It formerly consisted of Old Brentford, which formed part of the parish of EALING until well into the first part of the 19th century, and New or, as it sometimes appears, West Brentford, which was in the parish of HANWELL until 1744.

  The two areas were joined together under the Brentford Local Board in 1875. The name Brentford refers to the ford over the River Brent and first appears as Breguntford in 705. Brentford Bridge at

  the western end of the High Street existed at least as early as the 13th century. A number of local historical events, including the battle at Brentford between Edmund Ironside, King of the

  English, and Canute in 1016, are commemorated on a granite column in Ferry Lane erected in 1909.




  Brentford has always had considerable importance from its position on the main road from London to the west, where ferries crossing the THAMES to Surrey were replaced by

  the first KEW BRIDGE in 1759. During the Civil War, in 1642, a battle was fought at Brentford, after which the Royalists went on towards London only to be turned back at

  TURNHAM GREEN. Brentford originally consisted of buildings along and near to the High Street, but expanding industry led to the development of streets of small houses north

  of it in the 19th and early 20th centuries. A great deal of Brentford has been rebuilt since the 2nd World War, including most of the High Street. Apart from the church of ST

  LAWRENCE, houses in the BUTTS, and BOSTON MANOR HOUSE, there are now few buildings of earlier date than the 19th century. The gasworks, which

  in 1821 belonged to the Brentford Gaslight Company and had spread to both sides of the High Street, have almost disappeared since gas ceased to be made there in 1963. The waterworks at KEW BRIDGE, started in 1835, have closed. Tower blocks of flats are on part of the site but some of the original steam pumping engines remain to form a section of the KEW BRIDGE STEAM MUSEUM. The former Great Western Railway Dock by the Thames has been replaced by houses, flats and a marina. The GRAND UNION CANAL still enters

  the Thames here but is no longer busy with commercial traffic. Brentford Fruit and Vegetable Market, built near Kew Bridge in 1893, was transferred to North Hyde, near HESTON, in 1974 and its site is now occupied by a large leisure centre. The elevated section of the M4 motorway from Chiswick Flyover starts above the GREAT WEST

  ROAD and then bears slightly north, allowing the motorist a brief view of Brentford and Boston Manor House.




  BRENTFORD FOOTBALL CLUB – see FOOTBALL CLUBS.




  BRENTHAM GARDEN ESTATE • Ealing, W5. Comprises 60½ acres in the north of EALING, formerly part of Pitshanger Farm (see

  PITSHANGER MANOR), and bounded on the north by Western Avenue. Ealing Tenants Ltd, registered in 1901, was the first cooperative tenants’ society, and grew out of

  Henry Vivian’s cooperative building firm, General Builders Ltd. Vivian, a carpenter, trade unionist and MP, was a founder member and first chairman of Ealing Tenants Ltd. The estate was built

  between 1901 and 1915 and included 650 houses, recreation grounds, allotments and an imposing institute or club, in red brick with a four-storey tower sporting a very Rhenish pyramidal roof.

  Raymond Unwin and Barry Parker, designers of Letchworth Garden City, were consulted on the layout of roads. The houses were designed by F. Cavendish Pearson and G. Lister Sutcliffe in a mixture of

  vernacular styles that avoid uniformity. Since 1969 the area has been designated a Conservation Area.




  BREWER STREET • W1. Built in the 1670s on land which for the most part had belonged to Sir William Pulteney. It was in its early days sometimes known as Wells

  Street after the builder who developed much of it. Its present name commemorates the breweries of Thomas Ayres and Henry Davis, both now demolished, which existed on the north side in the 18th

  century. Nos 12, 40, 42, 44 and 80–2 date from the early to mid-18th century. David Hume, the Scottish philosopher and historian, lived at No. 7 between 1767 and 1769. Nos 63–5 cover

  the site of the HICKFORD ROOMS. It is a characteristic SOHO street.




  BREWERIES • London has long enjoyed a reputation for good beer, and allusions to London ale occur in the writings of Chaucer and his

  contemporaries. The BREWERS’ COMPANY, one of the oldest of the city of London craft guilds, received its Royal Charter in the 15th century, but had been organized in

  the time of Henry IV. Among its liverymen and masters have been most of the great names in brewing from then to the present day. Most of London’s breweries have now closed (including the

  Guinness Brewery at PARK ROYAL, closed 2005, and the Young’s brewery in Wandsworth, closed 2006), though large breweries continue at MORTLAKE

  and ROMFORD, and real ale is still brewed at CHISWICK. The 1980s saw the reintroduction of public houses brewing on the premises. The following

  breweries deserve to be mentioned.




  Albion Brewery • 333–335 Whitechapel Road, E1. Built in 1808. The first tenant was John Hoffman. The brewery was acquired by Philip Blake and

  James Mann in 1819. Blake died in 1834 and Robert Crossman and Thomas Paulin joined the business in 1846. Much ambitious rebuilding took place in 1855, and in 1899 Albion introduced the first

  bottled brown ale in England. The company was still in the hands of the Mann, Crossman and Paulin families in 1904. In 1911 the SIDNEY STREET siege took place next door to

  the brewery. The firm was amalgamated with Watney, Combe and Reid in 1959. It later became Watney, Mann and Truman. It closed in 1979.




  Anchor Brewery • Mile End Road, E1. In 1757 the brewery firm of Westfield and Moss moved from BETHNAL GREEN to the MILE END ROAD. In 1766 John Charrington purchased a third of the shares, buying another third in 1769 and the rest in 1783. He was Master of the BREWERS’

  COMPANY in 1785. His son Nicholas, who succeeded him in the business, died in 1827. In 1833 the firm absorbed the company of Steward and Head. Nicholas was succeeded by his grandsons

  Charles, who died in 1873, and Frederick, who died in 1877. During this time the brewery was considerably enlarged. Its first steam engine was installed in 1828; its last was scrapped in 1927 when

  electric power was adopted. Forty other London breweries were absorbed between 1833 and 1930 and three others between 1950 and 1954. Horses were used for haulage up to 1946. In 1967 Charrington

  joined Bass. The brewery closed in 1975 and the remaining section of the building is now used for offices. A retail park has been built on the rest of the site.




  Black Eagle Brewery • 91 Brick Lane, E1. The site of the Brick Lane brewery was leased in 1660 to John Stott, who laid the ground out in streets, one

  of which was Black Eagle Street, from which the brewery took its name. Part of the land was sublet to Thomas Bucknall, on whose death Joseph Truman acquired the lease. He was succeeded by his sons

  Joseph and Benjamin. Joseph retired in 1730, leaving Benjamin to carry on the business, which he did to such good purpose that the Black Eagle became famous for its porter or black stout and by

  1760 was third in size of all London porter firms. Benjamin was knighted on the accession of George III and carried on until his death in 1780. Sampson Hanbury took over, and when he died in 1835

  the Black Eagle was producing annually 200,000 barrels of porter and steam power had been introduced. Thomas Buxton joined the firm in 1808, subsequently becoming a partner and being created a

  baronet by Queen Victoria. In 1873 Truman’s was the largest brewery company in the world. It became a public company in 1888, but continued to be led by descendants of the Hanbury, Buxton and

  Pryor families. The building has been enlarged from time to time and important additions were made in 1977, but the original owner’s and head brewer’s houses remained in 1982 when the

  firm had become Watney, Mann and Truman. The brewery became part of Grand Metropolitan Brewing in 1988 and ceased production in 1989. It is now a gallery.
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  Draymen carting casks of ale from the brewery of Truman, Hanbury and Co., Brick Lane, in 1842.




  City of London Brewery • According to John Stow, a brewery stood in his time on the south side of CANNON STREET. It was owned first by

  a Mr Pott and then by Henry Campion, who died in 1588. He was succeeded by his son Abraham who was followed by his son Richard, who was head of the brewery when it was destroyed in the

  GREAT FIRE. In 1744 the Hour Glass Brewery was established on the site by Sir William Calvert (LORD MAYOR 1748–9) at 89 UPPER

  THAMES STREET. After a bad fire it was taken over and rebuilt in 1805 by Robert Calvert and in 1862 the City of London Brewery Company was established. The entire site of medieval

  COLDHARBOUR was acquired in 1894 and imposing new buildings erected. These were destroyed by enemy action in 1941 and the company removed to Kensington Gore. It afterwards

  moved back to the city and became the City of London Brewery and Investment Trust Ltd at 77 LONDON WALL.




  Courage (Easter) Ltd • Horselydown Lane, SE1. The Horselydown Brewery was founded in 1787 by John Courage, who paid £615 for the buildings. The

  firm was merged in 1955 with Barclay, Perkins and Co. The brewery closed in 1983. The bronze Jacob – the Circle Dray Horse by Shirley Pace (1987) marks the site of the brewery

  stables.




  Courage Ltd • 7 Anchor Terrace, Southwark Bridge Road, SE1. In 1710 the Anchor Brewery was owned by a Mr Halsey, who amassed a large fortune supplying

  beer to the army and then sold his business to Ralph Thrale of STREATHAM. Thrale died in 1758 and was succeeded by his son, Henry (whose wife was the friend and benefactor of Dr Samuel Johnson).

  Under Henry Thrale’s management the brewery became the fourth largest in London. On his death in 1781 Dr Johnson became one of his executors and the business was sold to Barclay, Perkins

  & Co. Lord Lucan told the story that ‘Johnson appeared bustling about with an ink-horn and pen in his buttonhole, like an exciseman; and on being asked what he really considered to be the

  value of the property, answered, “We are not here to sell a parcel of boilers and vats, but the potentiality of growing rich beyond the dreams of avarice.”’ A disastrous fire

  destroyed the buildings in 1832, but they were rebuilt and extended and in 1889 were said to be one of the sights of London. The brewery (now demolished) covered the site of the GLOBE THEATRE. Barclay, Perkins & Co. merged with Courage & Co. in 1955 and the brewery was closed in 1962 before conversion to a bottling factory

  appropriately called the Globe Bottling Store. This too closed and the area was redeveloped for housing. Remains of the original Globe Theatre were discovered during redevelopment of part of the

  old brewery site in 1989.




  Fuller, Smith and Turner Ltd • Griffin Brewery, Chiswick, W4. There was a brewery on this site in Elizabethan times. In 1685 it passed to the Mawson family, who leased it to

  William Harvest in 1740. John Thompson and David Roberts acquired the freehold in 1782. On Roberts’ death Thompson was joined by his son Douglas Thompson who ran the brewery after he died and

  in 1816 named it the Griffin when Reid’s brewery in Liquorpond Street ceased to use the name. In 1821 Philip Wood, brother of Matthew Wood, Lord Mayor of London in 1815, was called in to

  reorganize the business and in 1829 was joined by John Fuller. When Fuller died in 1839 he was succeeded by his son John Bird Fuller, who was joined in 1845 by Henry Smith of Romford and his head

  brewer John Turner. The Beehive in BRENTFORD was acquired in 1910 and Siches’ Brewery in 1923, and the present limited company was formed in 1929.




  Griffin Brewery • Richard Meux and Mungo Murray had already bought an ancient brew house in 1757 when they built their new Griffin Brewery in 1763 in Liquorpond

  Street (now part of CLERKENWELL ROAD). By 1795 Andrew Reid, a rich CITY merchant of Scottish extraction, had joined Meux and invested £10,000

  – which met the cost of installing a mammoth vat – and the Griffin had become one of the largest breweries in London. It was sold in 1809 after disagreements between the partners, and

  the business was reorganized with Andrew Reid as the senior partner. Reid died in 1841 but the firm prospered and the brewery did not close until 1899 after amalgamation with Watney and Combe.




  Horseshoe Brewery • Tottenham Court Road. Took its name from a nearby tavern, the successor to which adjoins the DOMINION

  CINEMA today. It was built about 1810 for Henry Meux, who installed in it a giant vat, then a prestige feature of leading London breweries. In 1814 the vat burst its hoops, and the ensuing

  flood of beer swept through the walls, demolishing three adjoining houses and causing the death of eight people. The damage was repaired, the building extended and the business carried on. The

  brewery was not demolished until 1922.




  Lion Brewery • Goding’s Lion Brewery stood on the south bank of the THAMES in LAMBETH and was built as a

  storehouse to the designs of Francis Edwards in 1836. With its rusticated ground floor and giant pilasters it was a prominent riverside landmark, and it was widely believed that the lion of

  COADE STONE which surmounted it contained the formula for that much-esteemed material. The building ceased to be used in 1924 and was badly damaged by fire in 1931. It was

  demolished for the FESTIVAL OF BRITAIN and the SOUTH BANK development in 1951. The lion was preserved, but no formula for Coade Stone was found

  inside it (see COADE LION).




  Park Royal Brewery • Coronation Road, Park Royal. This Guinness brewery opened in 1936 on a landscaped site once used for the Royal Agricultural Show

  (see PARK ROYAL). The brewery buildings, by consulting engineers Alexander Gibb & Partners with Sir Giles Gilbert Scott as consulting architect (1933–6), have been

  acclaimed as ‘some of the best industrial architecture built between the wars in this country’. The three main blocks, brick faced and perfectly proportioned, were welcomed as

  ‘the latest thing in brewing science, a milestone in factory architecture, a cathedral of indusry’. The site had its own power supply, railway tracks and ambulance and fire service, as

  well as homes and sporting facilities especially built for the brewery workers. Brewing ceased here in 2005. Despite campaigns by, among others, the TWENTIETH CENTURY

  SOCIETY, to have the buildings listed and thereby saved from demolition, Guinness’s parent company Diageo, with the backing of BRENT Council, announced that

  they were indeed to be demolished and the site redeveloped as a business park. Production of the ‘jet-black brew’ for the UK, Guinness’s largest market, was moved to Dublin.




  Plough Brewery • Standing on the boundary between CLAPHAM and BATTERSEA, it began as ‘Mr Combs’s

  Brewery’ opposite the Nag’s Head in 1801. By 1822 it had expanded and become the Clapham Brewery. From 1825 to 1885 the land on which it stands belonged to the Revd Augustus Hewitt, and

  a legal declaration by Mr Hewitt’s nephew in 1886 describes it as the Plough Brewery, its name having been changed by Thomas Woodward when he took it over in 1868. Woodward bought it in 1886

  and with his wife and son ran it until his death in 1900. It was sold in 1913 to William Biddell with the right to use Woodward’s name for the beer. Young and Co. took it over in 1924, using

  it as a store. H. and G. Simonds purchased the site in 1925 and Courage and Barclay occupied it in 1943. The building fell into disrepair and was purchased by J.W. Marston and Son in 1968, being

  now leased for business purposes. Its equipment has been preserved in the interests of industrial archaeology.




  Stag Brewery • In 1420 Thomas Greene was Master of the BREWERS’ COMPANY and members of his family were associated with the

  brewhouse at WESTMINSTER ABBEY. They continued to brew in WESTMINSTER after the suppression of the monasteries, and in 1641 a William Greene became

  the first brewer at the Stag brewhouse in Westminster. He was joined by his cousin John in 1657. At the Restoration William was knighted and later created a baronet. John’s son William

  rebuilt and enlarged the brewery in 1715. On his death in 1732 it passed to his brother Thomas, and thence to the latter’s grandson Edward, whose incompetence almost ruined it. On

  Edward’s death it was leased to Moore, Elliot and Co., later Elliot, Watney and Co. John Elliot died in 1829 and his son, John Lettsom Elliot, took over, being joined by James Watney of

  WANDSWORTH in 1837. The brewery lost much of its adjoining land with the coming of VICTORIA STREET, VICTORIA STATION and the District Railway. Watney

  took over the management and held it until his death in 1884, following which his son James founded Watney and Co. In 1898 the firm joined its two great rivals to become Watney, Combe and Reid. It

  survived two wars, but the Stag Brewery was closed in the redevelopments in the area in 1959.




  Wandsworth (Young and Co.) • Wandsworth High Street, SW18. A brewery existed on this site in WANDSWORTH from the 17th century.

  Charles Allen Young bought an interest in it in 1831. He installed two beam engines in 1835 and 1867, and two great coppers (one of which was set up in 1869) with a capacity of 14,652 gallons for

  brewing the malt and hops. The brewery specialized in making real ale. In 2006 Young’s announced the closure of the brewery as part of the redevelopment of Wandsworth town centre.




  Whitbread and Co. • Chiswell Street, EC1. Samuel Whitbread, the son of a Bedfordshire yeoman, was apprenticed to a London brewer in 1736. By 1742 he

  was able to set up in business in a small way in partnership with the brothers Godfrey and Thomas Shewell at the Goat Brewhouse on the corner of WHITECROSS STREET and old

  street. In 1750 he moved to CHISWELL STREET acquiring the King’s Head Brewhouse. In the next 40 years he built up the largest brewery

  business in London, and in 1796, the year of his death, became the first man to brew over 200,000 barrels in a year. In 1787 George III and Queen Charlotte visited Chiswell Street. Among famous

  names associated with the brewery development are James Watt, John Rennie and John Smeaton. Louis Pasteur undertook research there on a visit in 1871. The last brew was in April 1976. Part of the

  site was redeveloped, and some of the historic rooms, such as the Porter Tun Room, completed in 1784, made available for conferences and banqueting. In 2005 it was announced that Whitbread had sold

  the brewery site for redevelopment for £55 million.




  Woodyard Brewery • Some time during the 17th century a timber yard in Castle Street, ST MARTIN-IN-THE-FIELDS was taken over by John

  Shackly as a cooperage, and on his death in 1722 his son carried on the business as a cooper and small brewer. In 1739 William Gyfford took over, taking his brother Joseph into partnership and

  developing a large brewery which they named Woodyard after a passage nearby. Their trade improved rapidly and in 1759 the Gyffords acquired new premises off TOTTENHAM COURT

  ROAD. Harvey Christian Combe (lord mayor of London 1799–1800) took over the Woodyard in 1787 with Joseph Delafield and other partners and the business became known as Combe’s

  Brewery. Combe amalgamated with Watney and Reid in 1898 and the Woodyard Brewery closed in 1905.




  BREWERS’ COMPANY – see CITY LIVERY COMPANIESA.




  BRICK LANE • E1, E2. Bricks and tiles were manufactured nearby in the 16th century, and by the middle of the following century the southern end of the lane

  was being built up. The Black Eagle BREWERY, rebuilt by Arup Associates (1976), has been here since the late 17th century, and some of the houses to the south of the brewery

  (Nos 65–79) were built by Joseph Truman 1705–6. Post-1947 Brick Lane slowly acquired a thriving East Bengali population, the whole area being sometimes known as Banglatown. Shops and

  restaurants are now almost exclusively Bangladeshi. In 1976 the JAMIA MASJID succeeded a synagogue at No. 59; in the 1990s the brewery became the Atlantis Gallery and curry

  finally conquered the smell of malting. The MUSEUM OF IMMIGRATION is at No. 19 Princelet Street, which crosses Brick Lane at right angles.




  BRICK LANE MARKET • Vast, disorganized and crammed with bargain-hunters, Brick Lane MARKET developed during the 18th century for farmers

  selling their livestock and produce outside the city boundary. It is now one of London’s busiest Sunday morning markets. Leather goods, kitchenware, second-hand furniture, music, books,

  clothes, jewellery, plants, flowers, fruit and vegetables and all manner of cheap and cheerful bric-a-brac are sold from stalls, vans, carts, barrows and cardboard boxes on the pavements of

  BETHNAL GREEN Road, Sclater Street and Cheshire Street as well as BRICK LANE itself.
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  At the heart of ‘Banglatown’, Brick Lane Market is one of London’s busiest.




  BRICK STREET • W1. So called because of the adjacent brick kiln which formerly stood here. It leads northward off PICCADILLY and soon

  bends westward to end up in OLD PARK LANE. Most of its course follows an old field boundary, and today it is still little more than a narrow lane flanked by the backs of big

  buildings in PICCADILLY and HERTFORD STREET.




  BRICKLAYERS ARMS STATION • Pages Walk, SE1. Built by the South Eastern and London and Croydon Railway Companies as their London terminus to force the

  Greenwich Company to lower the tolls for the use of their station at LONDON BRIDGE. Designed by Lewis Cubitt and named after a nearby coaching inn, it opened in 1844. The

  next year agreement was reached with the Greenwich Company and thereafter the station became mainly a goods depot, being used in particular for the traffic in sheep and cattle. But it had brief

  revivals of use for passenger traffic, notably during the years 1849–52 and 1932–9. Princess Alexandra of Denmark arrived at Bricklayers Arms when she came to London in 1863 for her

  marriage to the future King Edward VII. The station’s last use was as a parcels depot. The area covered by the station and the goods depot underwent major redevelopment in the late 1980s and

  now boasts a mixed scheme of housing, warehouses, commercial properties and shops.




  Bridewell • A royal palace built 1515–20 for Henry VIII on the banks of the FLEET RIVER. It was named after a holy well nearby

  dedicated to St Bride. The building was a large rambling brick structure round three courtyards. In 1522 Charles V, the Holy Roman Emperor, was entertained here with pageants, music, tennis and

  feasts. A wooden footbridge was built across the Fleet so that the Emperor could reach his lodgings in BLACKFRIARS MONASTERY. In 1525 Henry VIII installed Henry Blount, his

  illegitimate son, here as Earl of Nottingham and Duke of Richmond and Somerset. It was here that preliminary conferences took place with the Papal Legate on the King’s divorce in 1528. And on

  30 November 1529 Catherine of Aragon probably last saw her husband when they dined together here.




  Between 1531 and 1539 the palace was leased to the French Ambassador. In 1553 it was the scene of Holbein’s painting The Ambassadors. In that same year Henry VIII’s successor,

  Edward VI, gave the palace to the city for the reception of vagrants and homeless children and for the punishment of petty offenders and disorderly women. Queen Mary Tudor confirmed Edward

  VI’s charter in 1556 and the City took possession, turning the palace into a prison, hospital and workrooms. There were other Bridewells in London: one at WESTMINSTER

  and another at CLERKENWELL, besides several hundred others throughout the country. Prisoners were sent here for a short term only. Invariably flogging was a part of the

  punishment. Public flogging sessions took place twice a week in front of the prison court. The Junior Beadle beat the prisoners’ bare backs until the President of the Court knocked on a table

  with a hammer. Orphans of FREEMEN OF THE CITY and later destitute children were also accommodated here and apprenticed to tradesmen for seven

  years. They wore a blue uniform which was renewed annually at Easter when they attended the Spital Sermon. In 1628 a ducking stool was set up on the riverbank, and in 1638 stocks were built. In the

  Civil War Cromwell’s troops billeted themselves at Bridewell until they received their pay.
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  An early-19th-century imaginary reconstruction of Bridewell Palace c. 1660, showing the entrance to the Fleet River.




  Most of the old buildings were destroyed in the GREAT FIRE and rebuilt 1666–7. In 1675 a schoolmaster was appointed to teach the apprentices to read and write. A

  doctor was appointed in 1700. (No other prison had medical staff until 1775.) In 1788 prisoners were given straw for their beds. (Other London prisons provided neither straw nor beds.) In 1791 the

  flogging of females was abolished and the next year the weekly inspection of prisons was established. A new prison section was built in 1797. The entire prison was brought under state control in

  1833 before being closed in 1855 when prisoners of both sexes were transferred to holloway. The buildings were demolished 1863–4 except for the gateway built in 1802 (see NEW BRIDGE STREET). The rest of the site was first covered by DE KEYSER’S ROYAL HOTEL and from 1931 by the Unilever Building.




  BRIDGE HOUSE ESTATES • The revenue of the Bridge House Estates Trust comes from properties which were given or bequeathed for the upkeep of the old LONDON BRIDGE which was completed in 1201. The income from these properties has since financed the cost and maintenance of the Corporation’s five bridges – BLACKFRIARS BRIDGE, LONDON BRIDGE, SOUTHWARK BRIDGE, TOWER BRIDGE and (since 2002) the MILLENNIUM BRIDGE – across the THAMES, thus

  avoiding a heavy burden on the rates. The trust is solely responsible for these bridges and receives no financial support from the Government or any other source. If one of the bridges collapsed,

  the trust would have to rebuild it out of its own resources. Since 1995 the trust has used some of its surplus funds to make occasional grants to social, environmental and community charities in

  Greater London.




  Bridge House Hotel • London Bridge Station. Probably the first railway hotel in the world, it was erected close to LONDON BRIDGE

  STATION by the HAY’S WHARF Company. By the end of the century it had come into the possession of the proprietors of the St James’s Restaurant,

  PICCADILLY. Its use as a hotel ceased in the mid-1960s; it subsequently became business premises.




  BRIDGE STREET • SW1. Built 1739–50 to connect WESTMINSTER BRIDGE with PARLIAMENT STREET. It covers the

  site of the Woolstaple founded in the reign of Edward I as one of ten official markets for wool in England. Coleridge lodged in the street in 1801. The south side was removed 1866–7 to open

  up NEW PALACE YARD and WESTMINSTER HALL to public view. Sir Charles Barry, the architect of the new PALACE OF WESTMINSTER, was born in one of the

  houses demolished. A century later the other side of the street awaited demolition and was eventually replaced 1998–2001 by PORTCULLIS HOUSE. During excavations for

  the new Westminster UNDERGROUND station beneath Portcullis House (see JUBILEE LINE), the ditch and post holes of a neolithic settlement were

  discovered. The site had later been flooded by the river and in the 12th century had been a dock within the royal Palace of Westminster.




  Bridgewater House • Barbican. Originally known as Garter House, it was built at the eastern end of the BARBICAN for Thomas

  Wriothesley, who succeeded as Garter King of Arms in 1504. At the end of the 16th century it became the town house of the Earls of Bridgewater. It was burned down in 1687 in a fire in which two of

  the Earl’s children died. BRIDGEWATER SQUARE was built on the site.




  BRIDGEWATER HOUSE • Cleveland Row, SW1. Built by Lord Francis Leveson Gower, second son of the 1st Duke of Sutherland and heir to the Bridgewater estates. He

  was created Earl of Ellesmere in 1846. Having inherited CLEVELAND HOUSE, he discovered it to be in a dangerous condition and had it demolished. Bridgewater House was built

  on the site to the grand Italianate designs of Charles Barry and completed in 1854. The picture gallery had already been opened to the public in 1851. Damaged in an air

  raid in the 2nd World War, it was restored 1948–9 by Robert Atkinson and Partners and sold by the 5th Earl of Ellesmere to the Legal and General Assurance Society. It was then let to the

  British Oxygen Company, and later occupied by Tube Investments until 1980 when it was offered for sale at about £10 million. The Greek shipping tycoon John Latsis bought it and occupied it

  until his death in 2003. In 2005 it was still in private occupancy.




  BRIDGEWATER SQUARE • EC1. In 1688 Sir Christopher Wren and George Jackson of Chipping Warden bought for £4,400 the site of Bridgewater House which had

  been destroyed by fire with the loss of two of Lord Bridgewater’s sons. Among those who took building plots were Nicholas Hawksmoor and Edward Strong. The square was residential until the

  middle of the 19th century. All the original houses have now been demolished or rebuilt.




  Britannia Theatre • High Street, Hoxton. Built in 1841 as the Britannia Saloon by Sam Lane on the site of an Elizabethan tavern known as the Pimlico

  which Shakespeare is said to have frequented. The entertainments provided were free, only refreshments being paid for. In 1850 ‘the Brit’, as it was generally known, was converted into

  a theatre. It was enlarged to accommodate 3,000 people in 1858. When Lane died in 1871 his widow, Sara Lane the actress, took over the management, appearing here in pantomime as principal boy until

  she was over 70. After her death the theatre became a cinema and was destroyed in the BLITZ.




  BRITISH ACADEMY • 10 Carlton House Terrace, SW1. By the end of the 19th century the work of the ROYAL SOCIETY had come to be entirely

  concentrated on the natural sciences. A corresponding national learned society for the humanities and social sciences was therefore established by Royal Charter in 1902 under the full title of The

  British Academy for the Promotion of Historical, Philosophical and Philological Studies.




  Among the founding fathers of the British Academy were radical writer and politician John (Viscount) Morley, statesman and diplomat James Bryce, Prime Minister A.J. Balfour, historians John

  Bury and Frederick Maitland, jurist Albert Dicey, philologist W.W. Skeat and free-thinking philosopher (and father of Virginia Woolf) Leslie Stephen. Lord Reay was the first President and Israel

  Gollancz its first Secretary.




  Since its foundation the Academy has occupied various sites. At first it had no rooms of its own and met at the BRITISH MUSEUM. In 1926, with the authority of the then

  Chancellor of the Exchequer (Winston Churchill), it was given rooms in BURLINGTON GARDENSA; in 1968 it moved to BURLINGTON HOUSE; in 1982 it moved to a house in CORNWALL TERRACE, REGENT’S PARK and in 1998 it moved to its present location in CARLTON HOUSE TERRACE. Each of these moves has been a sign of the growth of

  the Academy’s work and responsibilities.




  It has Ordinary Fellows (up to 35 are elected each year to a maximum of 350), Senior Fellows (over the age of 70), Corresponding (or Overseas) Fellows and Honorary Fellows (whose numbers are

  limited to 20). Election is on the basis of high distinction in the humanities or social sciences. The Academy grant-aids 11 British schools and institutes abroad, and supports the humanities in a

  number of other ways. It receives a Government grant for these purposes. It also administers its own private funds, arising from gifts and legacies, from contributions made by Fellows, and from

  grants made by research foundations; it presents awards, medals and prizes, and offers an annual programme of lectures. Its Proceedings, which include the lectures delivered and biographical

  memoirs of deceased Fellows, are published annually. The memoirs now constitute the major biographical record for British scholarship in the 20th century. It also publishes a wide range of

  fundamental texts and aids to scholarship.




  BRITISH ARCHITECTURAL LIBRARY • 66 Portland Place and 21 Portman Square, W1. Founded in 1835 at the first public meeting of the (ROYAL) INSTITUTE OF BRITISH ARCHITECTS when Sir Charles Barry, a year or two before winning the competition for the HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT,

  presented a handsome cheque to the infant Institute ‘to assist in the object of collecting standard works which I consider to be of paramount importance’. About the same time Sir John

  Drummond Stewart, connoisseur and amateur architect, gave a sumptuous collection of 17th- and 18th-century architectural drawings. These two gifts encouraged members to present their own drawings

  as exemplars, including measured drawings of Gothic and classical buildings prepared for the benefit of articled pupils unable to afford the cost of travelling to the original buildings. The

  gradual accumulation of material, both from members and generous donors, has resulted in a priceless collection of books, manuscripts and drawings which is one of the world’s leading

  architectural libraries. The library contains some 150,000 books, 700 current periodicals, 300,000 photographs and 100,000 manuscripts covering architecture of all periods and countries. The range

  of subjects includes theory, design, building types, interiors, environment, planning, landscape design, construction, building methods, the allied arts, sociology and management. The manuscript

  collection includes work by Wren, Kent, Chambers, Nash and famous 19th-century architectural families such as the Smirkes, the Wyatts and the Scotts, and important 20th-century collections, notably

  the massive correspondence files of Sir Edwin Lutyens. By 1971 space at PORTLAND PLACE had become limited and the Drawings Collection was moved to No. 21 Portman Square. This collection of 250,000

  drawings is the most comprehensive in the world. Although it is predominantly British in character, there are important groups of continental drawings, including Rubens’s original designs for

  his Palazzi di Genova, and, of unique importance, the Burlington–Devonshire collection representing (along with Inigo Jones, John Webb and Lord Burlington himself), practically all of

  the surviving designs of the most influential architect in history, Andrea Palladio. The books and drawings which make up the library are essentially a working collection as well as an archive, and

  provide an active current information service not only for architects but also for the construction industry and the general public. Since it is owned by the RIBA and receives no outside financial

  support, a British Architectural Library Trust has been established.




  BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION (BBC) – see BROADCASTING HOUSE.




  BRITISH COUNCIL • 10 Spring Gardens, SW1. Established in 1934 and granted a Royal Charter in 1940, the British Council has as its aims the promotion of a

  wider knowledge of Britain and the English language and the development of closer cultural relations between Britain and other countries. It has offices, libraries and English teaching centres in over 90 countries. Some 35,000 professional visitors, students and trainees come to Britain each year under Council auspices. SPRING

  GARDENS, where the Council’s headquarters now stands, was once a pleasure garden where it was reported there was ‘continual bibbing and drinking wine all day under the

  trees’. The offices also extend along the north side of CARLTON HOUSE TERRACE, where controversy was caused when a ‘delightful 19th-century mews’ was

  demolished to make way for them. These headquarters offices, designed by Howard V. Lobb and Partners, were opened in 1975.




  BRITISH FILM INSTITUTE • 21 Stephen Street, W1. Founded in 1933, the BFI seeks to promote a wider understanding and appreciation of film and television

  culture and to promote access to it. It runs the National Film Archive, the BFI IMAX Cinema, the NATIONAL FILM THEATRE and the LONDON FILM FESTIVAL.

  It also possesses a vast collection of film stills and posters. A Production Board offers financial and technical advice to new and established film-makers; and the Institute runs educational and

  publication programmes as well as organizing releases.




  BRITISH LIBRARY • St Pancras, 96 Euston Road, NW1. Opened by the Queen in 1999, this complex by Colin St John Wilson provided the British Library with

  facilities worthy of one of the world’s great repositories of learning. Long overdue, massively over budget and drastically reduced in scale, ‘the largest public building constructed in

  the UK in the twentieth century’ found little favour with architectural critics. Lovers of the new dismissed it as ‘a rehash of [Alvar] Aalto-esque and [Frank Lloyd] Wrightian

  themes’ rapt in ruddy homage to adjacent st pancras; lovers of the old found it simply inappropriate (‘an academy for secret policemen’ opined the Prince of Wales). Readers and

  visitors were kinder, especially if acquainted with the new Bibliothèque Nationale in Paris. They perceived its scale as manageable, its timbered Tibetan-style entrance as welcoming and its

  internal arrangements as excellent.




  Institutional Origins of the British Library. The institution that the new building was intended to house was created by Parliament’s 1972 British Library Act, itself the product of

  recommendations for the creation of a national library made in 1969 by the National Libraries Committee chaired by Lord Dainton. So constituted, the new British Library comprehended three existing

  collections.




  The first comprised the library departments of the BRITISH MUSEUM, namely its Department of Printed Books (with entitlement to the legal deposit of every item printed in

  the UK, including newspapers, maps and music) and the NATIONAL REFERENCE LIBRARY OF SCIENCE AND INVENTION, formerly the patent office Library (founded 1855) and once located

  in Southampton Buildings off CHANCERY LANE.




  To these were added the National Central Library (founded 1916), and the National Lending Library for Science and Technology (founded 1961). Largely amalgamated at the latter’s Boston Spa

  (Yorkshire) premises, they were jointly designated the British Library Lending Division in 1973 and then the British Library Document Supply Centre in 1985. In origin a book depository for the

  lending libraries of the UK, this branch of the British Library is now more in demand for the electronic dissemination of documents, articles and other printed matter. With over 3 million books,

  260,000 journal titles and 5 million reports and proceedings, it handles about 4 million requests a year from around the world.




  Since the 1973 amalgamation of these core collections to form the British Library, three further institutions have been added. A British National Bibiliography had been launched in 1950 to

  compile and publish a weekly listing of all British publications and to develop a computer system for handling bibliographic information for libraries and the book trade; it became part of the

  British Library in 1974. It was followed in 1982 by the INDIA OFFICE LIBRARY AND RECORDS (IOLR). Till then located in BLACKFRIARS ROAD (and

  originally in the India and then the Foreign and Commonwealth Offices), the IOLR collection documents the rise and fall of British rule in south Asia 1600–1947 and includes the archives of

  the East India Company, the Board of Control and the India Office as well as a large collection of oriental manuscripts, prints and drawings. Finally, in 1983 the British Institute of Recorded

  Sound was added to the British Library. Now known as the Sound Archive, it is said to be the largest archive of sound recordings in the world.




  The entire collection thus accumulated ran to about 150 million items and required 625 kilometres of shelving. It included 50 million patents, 4 million maps and 8 million postage stamps. The

  310,000 manuscript volumes ranged from works by Jane Austen to those of the Beatles. Among the library’s treasures are the Diamond Sutra (the world’s earliest dated book), Magna Carta,

  the Lindisfarne Gospels, Leonardo da Vinci’s notebook and a recording of Nelson Mandela’s speech at his trial.




  Genesis of the Building. The need for more storage space at the British Museum was recognized long before the creation of the British Library. Newspapers and periodicals had already been

  moved to the NEWSPAPER LIBRARY in COLINDALE and book storage leased from the WOOLWICH ARSENAL when in 1963 proposals were

  made for extending the British Museum library in BLOOMSBURY. Colin St John Wilson, a Cambridge architect, worked on this plan and on one of 1973 for a whole new British

  Library building in Bloomsbury. But planning objections forced the relocation of the latter to a disused goods yard adjacent to ST PANCRAS STATION. The site was acquired by

  the government for £6 million in 1974, and Wilson came up with a design for the new building in 1977.




  The next twenty years brought a deluge of delays, cost hikes, abuse from the press and interference from politicians. Wilson soldiered on but was eventually ordered to complete the work without

  fully realizing the original design; the cancelled phase of expansion amounted to about a third of the whole and would have allowed for far greater storage. The delay itself had vitiated the

  project in that a building 37 years in gestation had inevitably been overtaken by revolutions in architectural practice (like computer-aided design) and in aesthetic expectation (like silo-profiles

  in red brick being no longer deemed tasteful).




  Ten million bricks were used in the construction, one for every printed book. The floor area of 112,000 square metres spreads over five floors below ground (mainly storage) and nine above

  (reading rooms, cafés, shop, exhibition halls, etc). Every day over 16,000 people use the library, and every year over 6 million searches are made via the computerized catalogue. More

  worryingly, every year brings another 3 million items, requiring another 12 kilometres of shelving. The library is open to all bona fide users; registration (requiring proof of identity) is

  straightforward and free.




  BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION • Tavistock Square, WC1. Founded in Worcester in 1832 as the Provincial Medical and Surgical Association by Sir Charles Hastings

  and about 50 of his medical colleagues. The present building is on the site of the house occupied by Charles Dickens. It was built in 1913, designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens

  for the Theosophical Society in the neoclassical style that Lutyens called Wrenaissance. The BMA bought the building in 1923 and commissioned Lutyens to extend it.




  BRITISH MUSEUM • Great Russell Street, WC1. Originated in an offer by the physician and collector Sir Hans Sloane, who died in 1753 and suggested in his will

  that Parliament might like to buy for £20,000 his works of art, antiquities and natural history collections which had cost him about £50,000 to assemble. The offer was accepted and a

  Foundation Act was passed the same year authorizing the purchase not only of the Sloane Collection but also of the Harleian Collection of Manuscripts. These manuscripts formed part of the library

  which had been founded by Robert Harley, 1st Earl of Oxford and his son Edward, the 2nd Earl, and were bought for £10,000 from the 2nd Earl’s heiress, the Duchess of Portland. The Act

  also provided for ‘one general repository for the better reception of the said collections, and of the Cottonian Library, and of the additions thereto’. The Cottonian Library and

  antiquities had been assembled by the Cotton family from the late 17th century onwards. They had been displayed originally at Cotton House, WESTMINSTER, whose site is now

  covered by the House of Lords; then at ESSEX HOUSE, STRAND; and from 1731 at ASHBURNHAM HOUSE, LITTLE DEAN’S YARD, which had been purchased by

  the Government in order to house them for the nation to whom they had been presented in 1700.




  To raise money for the purchase, housing and maintenance of these collections a sum of £300,000 was raised by public lottery. Of this £10,250 was paid in 1755 for MONTAGU HOUSE, BLOOMSBURY. A further £12,873 was spent upon repairs and on 15 January 1759 the museum was opened to the public, but only for three hours a day and only to a very

  limited number of people who were obliged to make application in writing, ‘which writing shall contain the applicants’ names, condition, and places of abode, also the day and hour at

  which they desire to be admitted . . . If the applicants are approved by the principal librarian, the applicants, on applying at the porter’s lodge at the time named, will receive printed

  tickets enabling them to see the collection [but] no more than ten tickets are to be delivered out for each hour of admittance, which tickets when brought by the respective persons therein named

  are to be shown to the porter; who is thereupon to direct them to a proper room appointed for their reception till their hour of seeing the Museum be come, at which time they are to deliver their

  tickets to the proper officer of the first department: and that five of the persons producing such tickets be attended by the under librarian, and the other five by the assistant in each department

  . . . Each company [is to] keep together in that room to which the officer who attends them shall then be [and at the end of the hour they must] remove out of the apartment, to make room for fresh

  companies.’ These stringent regulations continued in force until 1808 when they were partially relaxed; but it was not until 1879 that unrestricted access to the galleries was permitted.
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  The British Museum in 1852, after Montagu House had been replaced by Robert Smirke’s classical façade and portico.




  The foundation collections were augmented year after year by purchases and gifts of all kinds. In 1757 George II presented the Royal Library of 10,500 volumes collected by British monarchs from

  Henry VIII to Charles II, a gift which brought with it the privilege of receiving a copy of every book registered at STATIONERS’ HALL. In 1772 Sir William

  Hamilton’s collection of antique vases was acquired; in 1801 French plunder captured after Bonaparte’s defeat at Alexandria, including the Rosetta Stone; in 1805 Charles

  Towneley’s collection of classical sculptures, previously displayed in Towneley’s house in what is now QUEEN ANNE’S GATE; in 1807 the Lansdowne manuscripts

  containing state papers and correspondence of prominent figures from the reign of Henry VI to that of George III and law reports from Henry VIII’s to Charles

  II’s; in 1813 Francis Hargreaves’s collection of 500 law manuscripts; in 1816 marbles from the Parthenon and Erechtheum which had been brought back from Greece by Lord Elgin; and in

  1823 George III’s library of 120,800 volumes came into the museum’s possession. Gifts and bequests came from David Garrick of old plays; from Captain James Cook of items from the South

  Sea Islands; from Sir Joseph Banks of ethnographical collections, botanical specimens and 16,000 volumes on natural history; from Thomas Grenville of a library of over 20,000 books; from the 13th

  Earl of Derby of a large zoological collection; from John Doubleday of 2,433 casts of medieval seals; from William Yule of Persian, Arabic and Hindustani manuscripts; from the trustees of Henry

  Christy of a great ethnographical collection; from Lady Raffles of the Javanese collections formed by Sir Stamford Raffles; from A.W. Franks of a large collection of Chinese and Japanese pottery as

  well as Greek and Roman antiquities. The BANK OF ENGLAND presented coins and medals; the East India Company zoological specimens; the ROYAL SOCIETY

  their Museum of Curiosities.
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  The former Reading Room in the Great Court of the British Museum, crowned by Norman Foster’s spectacular glass roof.




  This rapidly accumulating material soon outgrew the limited space available in MONTAGU HOUSE and the temporary structures which were erected around it. In 1823,

  therefore, work began on an extensive building programme which was to continue for several years. The architect chosen was Robert Smirke, who planned a large quadrangle with an open courtyard

  behind MONTAGU HOUSE . The King’s Library was the first to be built in 1823–6. A west wing followed in 1831–4, a north wing in 1833–8; and work began

  on an entirely new front in 1842. This involved the demolition of MONTAGU HOUSE and its substitution by a fine classical Greek façade, the pediment of its portico

  decorated with an ornamental group representing the progress of civilization. On 19 April 1847 the new Central Hall was opened.




  In 1852–7 the courtyard was converted into the Reading Room in accordance with a plan suggested by Sir Anthony Panizzi, Principal Librarian of the Museum, 1856–66. This beautiful

  building beneath its huge copper dome, one of the largest in the world, was designed by Sydney Smirke and was used by scores of great scholars and writers from Thomas Carlyle and George Bernard

  Shaw to Lenin and Marx. In 1882–4 a further gallery was added for the Halicarnassus sculptures, which had been obtained through the offices of Sir Stratford Canning, British Ambassador in

  Constantinople, and a wing was constructed for the Newspaper Library and the Department of Prints, Drawings and Manuscripts.




  The museum’s congestion was much relieved in 1881 when the natural history collections began to be moved to SOUTH KENSINGTON (see NATURAL

  HISTORY MUSEUM). In 1904–5 a NEWSPAPER LIBRARY was built at COLINDALE. The need for this addition became even more apparent in 1911 with

  the passing of the Copyright Act, which laid down that a copy of every book, periodical or newspaper published in Great Britain must be deposited at the museum. In 1914 the Edward VII Galleries,

  designed by Sir John Burnet, were completed. In 1937 the North Library was constructed, and a West Gallery for the Parthenon sculptures was completed in 1938 at the expense of Lord Duveen.




  More recent acquisitions have included the Sutton Hoo treasure hoard which had been found buried in a ship as a memorial to a 7th-century Anglo-Saxon king (1939); the Mildenhall hoard of

  4th-century Roman silver (1942); and a 4th-century Roman pavement found in almost perfect condition in Devon (1963).




  This great national collection of antiquities and prints and drawings (some of which are now housed in the new BRITISH LIBRARY) contains an

  extraordinarily rich variety of treasures. Among them may be found, in addition to those already mentioned, 67 ivory chessmen made in Scandinavia in the 12th century; the royal gold cup of the

  Kings of France and England made in Paris in 1380; an Iron Age shield discovered at BATTERSEA; Egyptian mummies; a 4th-century Greek Bible; the 7th-century Lindisfarne

  gospels; two of the four extant copies of Magna Carta; the Diamond Sutra of 868, the world’s oldest printed document, found in a cave in northern China; the logbook of the Victory;

  Shakespeare’s first folio of 1623; and Captain Scott’s diary. The extension of the museum in MUSEUM STREET is by Colin St John Wilson and Partners (1980).




  In 1998 the library departments of the British Museum were moved to the new British Library in ST PANCRAS. The reading room was restored and opened for the first time to

  the public (access had previously required a reader’s ticket). It now houses the Paul Hamlyn Library, a new public reference resource library of some 25,000 books, catalogues and other

  printed material focusing on the world cultures represented in the museum, and the museum’s multimedia object database, COMPASS. The 2-acre courtyard around the reading room, previously

  filled with book-stack outbuildings accessible only to librarians, was cleared and enclosed by a spectacular glass roof designed by Foster and Partners, a £100 million project supported by

  grants of £30 million from the Millennium Commission and £15.75 million from the HERITAGE LOTTERY FUND. The logistics of creating a billowing lattice of glass

  and steel to cover the irregular space between the circular reading room and its surrounding rectangular courtyard were made even more challenging by the fact that the reading room is not in the

  centre of the courtyard. The structure consists of 478 tonnes of steel supporting 315 tonnes of glass, with each of the 3,312 panes of glass a slightly different size and shape. Work on the roof

  began in September 1999 and was completed in July 2000. The reinstated southern portico, through which most visitors enter the Great Court, aroused much controversy when it was discovered that a

  cheaper French stone, Anstrude Roche Clair, had been substituted for the specified Portland Stone. The Great Court itself, ‘the largest covered public square in London’, was opened by

  the Queen in December 2000 and has been greeted with universal acclaim.




  BRITISH MUSEUM (NATURAL HISTORY) – see NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM.




  BRITTON STREET • EC1. Built in 1719 and until 1936 known as Red Lion Street after the tavern of that name (now demolished). The antiquarian John Britton

  served as apprentice here to the landlord, his uncle, and complained of being confined in ‘damp, murky cellars’. No. 24 is by Yorke, Rosenberg and Mardall.




  Britton’s Court • Whitefriars Street, EC4. Formerly a neat yard with 18th-century houses, now a service bay to offices in BOUVERIE STREET. A crypt beneath it is the only surviving part of the Priory of the Carmelites, the WHITEFRIARS.




  BRIXTON • SW2, SW9. First recorded in 1067 as Brixistane, meaning ‘at the stone of Brihtsige’, it gave its name to the north-eastern district or

  hundred in the County of Surrey, extending a little beyond the present Boroughs of SOUTHWARK, LAMBETH and WANDSWORTH. Hundreds were often called not

  after their chief town, but after the spot where the men of the hundred assembled for deliberation, most likely in the middle of an uninhabited moor. The present centre of Brixton remained largely

  wasteland until the beginning of the 19th century, the main centre of settlement being around STOCKWELL with isolated settlements at Brixton Hill and Coldharbour Lane. Rush

  Common, a swathe of common land extending from the centre of Brixton up Brixton Hill, was enclosed in 1810; and with the opening of VAUXHALL BRIDGE in 1816, improved access

  to central London led to a process of suburban development, chiefly for CITY businessmen. At first this took the form of ribbon development along the frontage of the

  original country lanes which form the present main roads; but as London grew and land values increased, side roads began to be formed to open up the back lands of market gardens, paddocks and

  exhausted brickfields for new housing. The consecration of ST MATTHEW’S church (designed by Charles Porden) in 1824 provided a focal point for the new community. Other

  surviving buildings from this period include No. 46 Acre Lane (1808), Trinity Homes (1822) and Nos 1–5 St Matthew’s Road (1825–7).




  This early-19th-century development was suburban in character, with houses set well back from the road in generous gardens – partly due to building lines laid down by the Rush Common

  Inclosure Act. In most cases the actual development was piecemeal, with small groups of houses being erected by different builders. The largest single development, and one of the last in suburban

  character, was Angell Town, laid out in the 1850s on the east side of Brixton Road, and so named after a family which owned land in Lambeth from the late 17th century until well into the 20th. It

  consisted of a careful arrangement of wide curving streets opening off Wiltshire Road as the main axis, with the new St John’s church (built in 1853 to the designs of Benjamin Ferrey) as the

  focal point. Small parts of the estate survived post-war redevelopment, notably Angell Terrace at Nos 341–361 Brixton Road (1855–60, recently restored), though the large Italianate

  houses in St John’s Crescent are more typical.




  With the coming of the railways in the 1860s, the character of development changed to denser, humbler housing for clerks and skilled workmen taking advantage of quick and cheap access to central

  London. The neighbourhoods around LOUGHBOROUGH JUNCTION, Railton, Ferndale and Milkwood Roads date mainly from the 1860s and 1870s, while Brixton Hill was developed in the

  1880s and 1890s as tram and horse-bus services extended southward from WESTMINSTER.




  As a major route centre with a growing local population, Brixton rapidly became an important shopping centre. The old building lines were increasingly flouted, and Electric Avenue was opened in

  1888 with shops behind covered arcades as one of the first shopping streets lit by ELECTRICITY. Between the two World Wars, fully covered shopping arcades were built, and

  the LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL allowed shops on the east side of Brixton Road to move their frontages forward in exchange for widening the road, so that the old forecourts

  disappeared.




  Towards the end of the 19th century, the social character of the area was changing, with many of the large old houses being used as lodging houses, particularly for people working in the theatre

  who took advantage of the easy access to the West End. Music-hall stars living in the area included Dan Leno (in Akerman Road) and Fred Karno (in Southwell Road). The Ritzy Cinema opened as the

  Electric Pavilion in 1911. The Empress Theatre in Brighton Terrace opened in 1898, became a cinema in 1957 and was later a bingo hall before being demolished in 1992 to

  make way for housing. Between the wars, many of the large early-19th-century houses fell into decline and were demolished to make way for flats both private (Brixton Hill) and local authority

  (Tulse Hill), though small pockets of semi-detached houses of the 1930s can be found. The Grade II listed art deco Brixton Academy in Stockwell Road was built in 1929 to designs by E.A. Stone as

  the Brixton Astoria variety theatre. The main entrance features an 11-metre semi dome finished in copper and bronze; the stage in the main auditorium is framed by an elaborate proscenium arch based

  on the Rialto Bridge in Venice. Converted into a (short-lived) rock venue in 1972, when the stalls were removed to provide a dance floor, it was threatened with demolition in 1974 as part of a

  local redevelopment plan but spared when the plan fell through. After an interlude as an equipment store it reopened in 1983 as the Brixton Academy. With a capacity of 5,000, a 6 a.m. licence, and

  one of the biggest dance floors in London, it has since become one of the capital’s most successful rock venues, attracting performers like Bruce Springsteen, Diana Ross, Bob Dylan, the

  Rolling Stones, Madonna, Eminem and Franz Ferdinand, and winning the New Musical Express award for Best Live Venue nine times in the ten years 1994–2005.




  From 1948, the availability of lodging houses within easy reach of central London led to the settlement of West Indian immigrants in the Brixton area, initially in the Somerleyton Road and

  Akerman Road areas and later around Railton Road. At the same time several old neighbourhoods were replaced by council estates, chiefly on the north-east side of Brixton and in the TULSE HILL area. In spite of the weakening of community ties by the turnover of population, the neighbourhoods to the south-west of Brixton were able to resist Lambeth Council proposals

  for large-scale redevelopment, the economic case for which was faltering by the mid-1970s anyway, and a number of housing improvement schemes were started instead. Although IMMIGRATION from the Caribbean accounts for about a third of Brixton’s population, it also accommodates other ethnic minorities from Cyprus, Malta, Hong Kong and Vietnam. John

  Major, Conservative Prime Minister 1990–7, spent part of his childhood in rooms in a flat in Coldharbour Lane. His father, a music hall and circus performer, had left WORCESTER PARK for Brixton because of its lodgings for theatre people. Brixton was connected to the London UNDERGROUND system when the final section of the

  VICTORIA LINE, from VICTORIA to Brixton, was opened in July 1971.




  In 2001 the Brixton MOSQUE in Gresham Street came under close scrutiny when it was revealed that Zacarias Moussaoui, the French citizen who pleaded guilty to involvement

  in the al Qaeda conspiracy that resulted in the 9/11 attacks in the US, and BROMLEY-born Richard Reid, the so-called shoe-bomber who pleaded guilty to trying to blow up an

  American Airlines flight using bombs hidden in his shoes later that year, had both worshipped here in the 1990s. Moussaoui, it turned out, had later been expelled from the mosque for his extreme

  views and his attempts to impose them on younger members, while Reid had left of his own accord (see also BRIXTON MARKET, BRIXTON PRISON,

  BRIXTON RIOTS).




  BRIXTON MARKET • Atlantic Road, SW9. A general market with a strong West Indian flavour, it grew up in the 19th century with the main market under the railway

  arches and stalls lining Electric Avenue (which had been one of the first shopping streets to be lit by ELECTRICITY in the 1880s). It became known for its fairground

  atmosphere and eccentric characters. In 1952 a petition against the closure of the market showed that regular customers came from as far afield as ORPINGTON and ENFIELD. The biggest weekday market south of the river, it has expanded in recent years into Pope’s Road, Brixton Station Road and Tunstall Road as well as the covered Market Row

  and Granville Arcade. Unrivalled for its range of African and Caribbean fish, meat and speciality foods and exotic fruit and vegetables, it also sells toiletries, music, hardware, arts and crafts,

  new and second-hand clothes and bric-a-brac.




  BRIXTON PRISON • Jebb Avenue, SW2. Opened in 1820 as a Surrey House of Correction. ‘Situated in one of the most open and salubrious spots’, it was

  designed by Chawner, the County Surveyor, the main cell blocks being arranged in the form of a rough crescent with the Governor’s house in the centre. When the high wall and gatehouse were

  finished, 25 prisoners were sent, as an experiment, to help construct the main buildings; unfortunately three escaped and the Governor was dismissed. Built for 175, the usual number confined was

  about 400, hence, despite its excellent situation, it was one of the unhealthiest of all London prisons. It was a hard-labour prison: the treadmill, invented by Sir William Cubitt, was set up in

  1821 and connected to the millhouse which contained corn-grinding machinery. In 1851 the prison moved to WANDSWORTH and Brixton Gaol was sold. Then the Government decided to

  substitute penal servitude at home for transportation so it bought Brixton for female convicts in 1853. With additions and alterations, accommodation for 700 was made. The prisoners here washed all

  the clothes for PENTONVILLE, MILLBANK PENITENTIARY and Brixton. Some went to great lengths to improve their appearance. One, it was said, managed to

  stiffen her stays with wires withdrawn from her windows. It was not until she ‘fainted away in chapel one day, a victim to extra-tight lacing, that the misappropriation of the wires was

  discovered’. Converted into a military prison in 1882, Brixton was returned to the Prison Commissioners in 1897. After reconstruction it was reopened as a male prison in 1902.




  It is now used for male offenders whose sentences do not exceed two years, those sentenced in the first division and for debtors and prisoners on remand, and has an operational capacity of 798.

  Approximately one third of its population at any time consists of foreign nationals, including failed asylum seekers awaiting deportation; in 2004 20 per cent of the inmate population were

  Muslims, and a high percentage of all inmates are from ethnic minority communities. Conditions at the jail have been repeatedly criticized; it has been described as

  offering ‘an institutionally and blatantly racist environment for inmates and staff alike’; in 2000 Prisons Minister Paul Boateng branded it a ‘failing institution’ and

  announced that the government intended to put the contract to run the prison out to tender among private companies. This sparked a fierce row with the Prison Officers’ Association, and the

  plan was eventually shelved. Efforts to improve conditions for both inmates and staff have included appointing a full-time imam to the chaplaincy team, which now has representatives from the

  Methodist, Pentecostal, Quaker, Salvation Army, Jewish, Buddhist, Sikh and Hindu faiths as well as from the Anglican and Roman Catholic Churches. The Catholic Sunday service is conducted in

  Spanish, Italian and French as well as English and its congregation frequently includes people of fifteen different nationalities.
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  The treadmill was set up at Brixton Prison in 1821 and connected to the millhouse which contained corn-grinding machinery.




  Despite these and other initiatives, Brixton still has problems. Between 1998 and 2002 seven Irish prisoners committed suicide in the prison (victims, concluded an inquiry, of a ‘careless

  and unprofessional culture’ among prison staff) and in 2004 the Governor of the prison claimed that more than 500 of the Brixton’s inmates were suffering from some form of mental

  illness. This problem, common to prisons across the country, has been attributed to the closure of asylums and other specialist facilities for people with mental health problems, and shortcomings

  in the alternative system of care in the community.




  BRIXTON RIOTS, 1981 • Also known as the Brixton Rising, this confrontation between the Metropolitan POLICE and the youth of Brixton during

  the weekend of 10–12 April 1981 constituted the most violent London RIOT of the 20th century. Relations between the police and public had been deteriorating for some

  months. In January thirteen partygoers, all black, had died in a fire in the NEW CROSS area of DEPTFORD; arson was suspected, a racist motive

  supposed, and the police investigation (or lack of it) heavily criticized. In March a Black People’s Day of Action parade brought scuffles in FLEET STREET. Meanwhile

  the Special Patrol Group of the Metropolitan Police was conducting a crackdown on street crime with a stop-and-search programme that seemed to target LAMBETH’S black

  community.




  A simple misunderstanding lit the fuse. A constable, who had chased and then sought aid for a man who had been stabbed, found himself supposed the assailant by onlookers. Rioting broke out

  spontaneously and the police came under fierce attack. Next day the Special Patrol Group returned to Brixton in force, so ensuring a night of mayhem in which thousands of riot police and rioters

  joined battle. Over 300 were injured, mostly police, 117 vehicles were vandalized or destroyed, 145 buildings damaged, many being set on fire, and other properties were looted. The fires raged

  because firefighters were unable to reach them; white youths joined black on the barricades; arguably colour was less a factor among the rioters than among the overwhelmingly white police

  contingents.




  In the aftermath of inquiry and recrimination, the police emphasized the difficulty of keeping the peace in a area of high unemployment, social deprivation, ethnic tension, endemic crime and

  irresponsible utterances from Lambeth Council. But Lord Scarman’s report also found fault with the police. Their use of ‘inflexible’ tactics, their reluctance to consult with the

  local community, and the racist attitudes of some constables were singled out and would later be convincingly demonstrated in a string of further incidents involving members of the black community.

  These led to more riots in Brixton in the summer of 1981, in 1985 and in 1990. Although the TOTTENHAM RIOTS of 1985 won for the police some public sympathy, other cases,

  especially that of Stephen Lawrence (see ELTHAM), highlighted police incompetence and revealed an ‘institutional racism’ throughout the Metropolitan force that

  had been discounted by the unsuspecting Scarman inquiry.




  BRIXTON WINDMILL • Windmill Gardens, SW2. The nearest surviving windmill to the centre of London, it was built in 1816 for Ashby and Sons, local millers, in

  an area which remained open fields until 1850. The mill continued in use on wind power until 1862, by which time the neighbourhood had become too built-up for it to function efficiently, the

  business being transferred to watermills at MITCHAM. In 1902, however, the mill was put back into use, driven at first by steam and later by a gas engine, instead of sails.

  In 1957 the mill was bought by the LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL and later restored to its original condition. It is now in the care of LAMBETH COUNCIL.

  Repeated attacks by vandals obliged the council to abandon attempts to maintain it and in 1995 it was placed on the Buildings at Risk register. Thereafter various attempts were made to find a use

  for it and in 2006 it was being used as an informal live music venue.




  BROAD SANCTUARY • SW1. The open area between WESTMINSTER ABBEY and the MIDDLESEX GUILDHALL. It is so called

  after the Sanctuary Tower which once stood to the north and in which, despite its name, fugitives from justice were not always safe. In Richard II’s reign Judge Tresilian was dragged from it

  and hanged at TYBURN; in 1440 the Duchess of Gloucester, accused of witchcraft after melting a wax image of the King, was denied entrance; and in 1472, Henry Holland, Duke

  of Exeter, who claimed sanctuary after the Battle of BARNET, was found drowned in the THAMES after his wife Anne (Edward IV’s sister) had

  divorced him. In 1483 Elizabeth Woodville, widow of Edward IV, fled here with her six children after Richard of Gloucester had taken her eldest son, Edward V, to the TOWER.

  He later persuaded her to give him her other son, Richard, Duke of York, to be a companion to his brother. Both were murdered within two months (see TOWER OF LONDON).

  Elizabeth I restricted the right of sanctuary to debtors. James I totally abolished it in 1623. On the south side, with a gatehouse leading into DEAN’S YARD, are

  Gothic stone-faced offices of 1854 by Sir George Gilbert Scott, who also designed the memorial column to Old Westminsters (see MEMORIALS) which marks the approximate

  site of the GATEHOUSE PRISON. The MIDDLESEX GUILDHALL is by J.S. Gibson. Edmund Burke lived in a house which was demolished when Scott’s Gothic

  block was built. Isaac Newton lodged in Broad Sanctuary in 1689 and Sir John Hawkins, the musicologist and ‘unclubbable’ biographer of Samuel Johnson, whose literary executor he was,

  died in a house here in 1789.




  Broad Sanctuary is now largely occupied by the Queen Elizabeth II Conference Centre (Powell and Moye, 1986). Such was the security brief for the building that even the architects, it is said,

  were not conversant with some of its interior arrangements. Externally it presents a third floor, the main conference centre, cantilevered out above the lower floors, which consist of rectangular

  concrete modules that ‘outcrop with tentative asymmetry’ (Bradley and Pevsner).




  Broad Street Station • EC2. Built as the terminus of the North London Railway and opened in 1865. The design in the best

  town-hall style was by William Baker, first chief engineer of the London and North Western Railway, which controlled the NLR and paid the major part of the cost of the station. Broad Street was

  planned as the terminus for a network of railways linking the London and Birmingham Railway, and other depots in north London, with the London docks, originally for freight purposes. But by the

  time this network was developed, a huge passenger traffic was ready to use it. Before the turn of the century Broad Street was London’s third-busiest station (after LIVERPOOL

  STREET and VICTORIA), but it lost most of its passengers to buses, trams and the Tube. The main station block was closed in 1950. Its last years were spent in

  increasing dereliction as a terminus for North London Line trains to RICHMOND and Watford. The station closed in 1984 and was demolished to make way for the massive

  BROADGATE office development.




  [image: ]




  Broad Street Station, the terminus of the North London Railway, was designed by William Baker and opened in 1865. It was demolished in the 1980s.




  BROADCASTING HOUSE • Portland Place, W1. Five years after the British Broadcasting Company’s daily programmes started from Savoy Hill on 14 November

  1922, there had been such expansion in radio that new premises were needed in central London. In 1928 a site was chosen at the corner of PORTLAND PLACE and LANGHAM STREET. This site had formerly been occupied by a house built 1780–3 on part of the gardens of Foley House (see LANGHAM) to the designs of

  James Wyatt, who built it for his own use. It was originally known as Mr Wyatt’s House and later as the second Foley House. It was demolished in 1928 and many of the mantelpieces and fittings

  went to the VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUM. The site was due to be developed for flats when bought by the BBC. The architects had to produce a building that was not only in

  keeping with the Adam and Regency style of the surroundings but one which would provide 22 studios entirely sound-insulated. Their answer was to plan an inner core of studios with an outer shell,

  and the building, first occupied on 2 May 1932, remains unaltered externally to the present day. The architect was G. Val Myers who worked initially with the BBC’s engineer, Marmaduke

  Tudsbery. The building has nine floors above ground and three below. Most studios are in the latter, some being within recording range of the rumble from passing trains on the BAKERLOO LINE. The exterior profile of the building prompted an excited writer in the Architectural Review to hail it as the ‘new Tower of London’. It has also been

  likened to a liner bearing down on OXFORD CIRCUS.




  Broadcasting House cost £350,000 and within months it was found to be far too small. St George’s Hall, on the south side of All Souls, was taken over in 1933 for variety shows (it

  was destroyed by bombs early in the 2nd World War) and a disused roller-skating rink was turned into four studios at MAIDA VALE. In the 1960s a huge office and studio block

  was added to the north to the design of H.R. Robinson, and further additions were made in 1995. Both of these were demolished in 2005 as part of a major redevelopment plan scheduled for completion

  in 2008. The first phase has involved the refurbishment of Broadcasting House itself. The second involves a whole new building complex with ‘performance zones’, cafés and

  ‘one of the largest live newsrooms in the world’. The architect Sir Richard MacCormac envisages the whole as ‘a tripartite conversation [that] engages Broadcasting House, the new

  development and the church [Nash’s ALL SOULS]’.




  The coat of arms and the carving on the balcony of Broadcasting House were designed by the architect G. Val Myers, and the external sculpture by Eric Gill, who took Shakespeare’s Ariel as

  the symbol of broadcasting. Over the main entrance he portrayed Prospero sending Ariel out into the world. Ariel’s nudity provoked much comment in the 1930s and the local MP, who lived

  opposite, found the sculpture ‘objectionable to public morals and decency’. In response Lord Reith is supposed to have directed Eric Gill to ‘amend’ his work, especially in

  respect of Ariel’s penis.




  On the first floor directly over the entrance hall is the Council Chamber and, on the third floor, the Board Room where the Director-General and the Governors meet to make the policy decisions

  which affect the whole of the country’s public-service broadcasting.




  Despite the great Television Centre at SHEPHERD’S BUSH and the scores of regional and local offices and studios all over the United Kingdom, Broadcasting House is

  still today synonymous with the BBC. It came near to destruction in the 2nd World War. Its gleaming white Portland stone was painted battleship grey but the German bombers found it. On 15 October

  1940 a bomb exploded in the heart of the building, killing seven people. The nine o’clock news, read by Bruce Belfrage, continued through the blast. Less than two months later a landmine

  exploded in the middle of Portland Place and it took seven hours to put out the fire that spread through Broadcasting House. Still the programmes went out. Staff lived and slept on the premises and

  the Concert Hall became a dormitory with a curtain of blankets hung across the room.




  BROADGATE • EC2 A surge in demand for large-scale office development during the boom years of the 1980s led to the creation of this new commercial district

  adjacent to LIVERPOOL STREET STATION. Described in 1998 by Bradley and Pevsner as ‘the largest and most impressive private post-war development in the CITY’, the 34-acre Broadgate office complex initially consisted of 13 buildings and three squares and was designed by Arup Associates and Skidmore, Owings and Merrill. The

  development involved the demolition of BROAD STREET STATION (1985) and exploited the air rights over Liverpool Street Station. Construction started with No. 1 Finsbury

  Avenue (1982–4) designed by Peter Foggo of Arup; in 2006 the complex was still expanding, with No. 201 BISHOPSGATE and the Broadgate Tower (Skidmore, etc.) scheduled

  for completion in 2008. As with other purpose-built commercial districts, such as CANARY WHARF and MORE LONDON, the Broadgate development includes

  open spaces (including an arena which doubles as a performance venue in summer and an ice rink in winter), water features and much specially commissioned art, as well as

  restaurants, cafés, shops and leisure facilities to serve the 30,000-strong workforce.




  BROADWAY • SW1. The site of a hay market which was opened in the reign of James I and continued here until the beginning of the 18th century. Dick Turpin is

  said to have lived for a time in a nearby court. The Broadway Chapel, built in 1642 by the bequest of a prebendary of WESTMINSTER ABBEY, once stood here. It was used as

  stables in the Civil War, and prisoners captured at the Battle of Worcester were kept here. They were treated so badly that 1,200 died and were buried in TOTHILL FIELDS. In

  1847 it was replaced by Christ Church, designed by Ambrose Poynter. This was bombed in the 2nd World War. The Telephone Exchange, designed by W.S. Frost and built 1959–62, stands on the site.

  At No. 55, otherwise ST JAMES’S PARK UNDERGROUND Station, is the head office of London Underground Limited, formerly LONDON TRANSPORT, built

  1927–9 to the designs of Charles Holden. It is decorated with Epstein’s stone figures Night and Day (1929) and reliefs of the winds by Henry Moore, Eric Gill, Allan Wyon, Eric

  Aumonier, A.M. Gerard and F. Rabinovitch. The new (post-1967) NEW SCOTLAND YARD is on the south-east side. The Feathers public house is at No. 20.




  BROADWICK STREET • W1. Building began in 1686, and the street was finished in 1736. The wider western end was originally known as Broad Street, and the narrow

  eastern part as Edward Street after Edward Wardour, who lived nearby. Both parts of the street were renamed Broadwick Street in 1936. It was in its early days a fashionable place, but by the middle

  of the 18th century, the houses were mostly occupied by tradesmen and shopkeepers. Nos 60–74 (even) and 51–67 (odd), although very much altered, date from this period. William Blake was

  born at No. 74 (then No. 28) in 1758. His father, a hosier in circumstances comfortable enough to encourage his interest in art, sent him, at the age of ten, to Par’s drawing school in the

  STRAND. Four years later, he was apprenticed to James Basire, engraver to the SOCIETY OF ANTIQUARIES, and in 1778 he became a student at the recently

  formed ROYAL ACADEMY. In 1782 he married Catherine Boucher, a BATTERSEA market-gardener’s daughter, with whom he set up in lodgings at 23 Green

  Street, Leicester Fields. In 1784 he opened a printseller’s shop in the house next door to the one in which he had been born, No. 27 (later No. 72), the next year moving to POLAND STREET. This building and No. 74 have been demolished.




  The John Snow public house on the corner of LEXINGTON STREET at No. 39 used to be known as the Newcastle-upon-Tyne, but was given its new name in 1956 in honour of Dr

  John Snow, who was largely responsible for having the handle of the nearby pump chained up during the CHOLERA epidemic of 1854, being convinced that the disease was

  water-borne. The epidemic was particularly severe in the street, the inhabitants of only 12 of the 49 houses escaping death; these lucky ones all worked in the nearby BREWERY and did not drink water. The Crown public house, which used to stand at No. 60, on the corner of DUFOUR’S PLACE on a site occupied by a tavern

  since at least 1740, has now been replaced by the Charles Norton old people’s centre. The Lion Brewery, which flourished in the street from 1801, was demolished in 1937 to make way for

  Trenchard House, accommodation for single police officers. New buildings on the south side include No. 72, the headquarters of National Magazines, publishers of Cosmopolitan, Harper’s

  Queen and Esquire, and No. 33 on the corner of BERWICK STREET, otherwise Ingeni House, by the Richard Rogers Partnership (2000) with a distinctive half-arched

  roof over the fifth and sixth floors and the Rogers hallmark glazed lift shaft to one side.




  BROCKLEY • SE4. North of FOREST HILL and south of NEW CROSS, Brockley (perhaps from Broca’s wood)

  straddles the old boundary between the parishes of DEPTFORD and LEWISHAM. In the reign of Henry II it was given to the Premonstratensian canons who

  may have settled here briefly before moving to Bayham (Sussex) in 1200. In the 1520s Cardinal Wolsey used the estate to endow his abortive Cardinal College, Oxford. The DEPTFORD portion came ultimately to the Wickhams, Drakes and Tyrwhitt-Drakes of Shardeloes, Amersham (Bucks), thus accounting for several local street names.




  Brockley remained agricultural until the 19th century, the only building of note being the Brockley Jack, formerly a curious, rambling hostelry, reputedly a haunt of highwaymen, rebuilt in 1898

  and now a theatre. After 1850 substantial development spread south and west from Lewisham High Road (now Lewisham Way). Here in a house at the junction of Wickham Road and Lewisham High Road, Marie

  Lloyd spent the unhappy years of her first marriage; Charles Stewart Parnell and Kitty O’Shea are said to have used No. 112 Tresillian Road for clandestine meetings; while Edgar Wallace

  skulked from his creditors at 6 Tresillian Crescent, where he is commemorated by a BLUE PLAQUE. Development of the southern part of Brockley, around Crofton Park Station,

  was generally later and more workaday, a mixture of terrace houses for ‘clerkly classes’ and local authority flats and houses. Here lies Hilly Fields whose ‘windswept views’

  were saved from development by public agitation in 1896. The cemetery, half for Deptford and half for Lewisham, opened 1856–8 to replace the overcrowded parish churchyards.




  BROCKLEY CEMETERY – see CEMETERIES.




  BROCKWELL PARK, HALL and LIDO • SE24. Bordered by Brixton Water Lane and Dulwich Road to the north, Norwood Road to the east and Tulse Hill to the

  west, Brockwell Park, like BRIXTON WINDMILL, is a reminder of the area’s rural past. The original Brockwell Hall stood near the present Norwood Road, but was

  demolished before the erection of the present Brockwell Hall (1811–13) for John Blades, a wealthy glass manufacturer who had bought the house and surrounding grounds in 1809. His new house

  was designed by D.R. Roper and later work to the enlarged grounds was directed by J.B. Papworth. Residential development of the grounds was first considered by Blades in the 1820s, but had not

  proceeded far when he died in 1829.




  By the 1880s much of the BRIXTON and HERNE HILL area had been densely covered with houses, and the local authorities set aside funds to provide a

  park, purchasing the hall and 78 acres of grounds in 1892 after it was offered at a lower price than a smaller estate in Brixton Hill. The park was opened to the public by Lord Rosebery, chairman

  of the LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL, in 1892. T.L. Bristow, MP for Norwood 1885–92, who was largely responsible for the project, died of a heart attack at the opening

  ceremony. Access from the Brixton direction and extension of the park to its present size of 120 acres were achieved by the piecemeal acquisition of the remainder of the estate.




  The layout of the park, including the ponds, was carried out by the LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL; but the walled garden dates from the mid-18th century while the former chapel

  (with classical portico) and coach house are contemporary with Brockwell Hall itself. The Hall, which serves as a café for park visitors, was severely damaged by

  fire in 1990 but has since been restored. Now the responsibility of the London Borough of LAMBETH, Brockwell Park offers a wide range of activities, including tennis,

  football, bowls, swimming, the Brockwell Park Model Railway, and regular festivals including the annual Lambeth County Show.




  On the north-east side of the park, Brockwell Park Lido was built in 1937. The unheated open-air pool is hugely popular with Lambeth residents in the summer and with their support has survived

  several closure attempts. In 2005 the Lido secured half a million pounds of lottery funding for refurbishment and extension of the adjoining Grade II listed leisure complex.




  BRODERERS’ COMPANY – see CITY LIVERY COMPANIES.




  BROKEN WHARF • EC4. An inquiry in 1249 was told that the joint owners of the wharf, the Abbots of Chertsey and the Abbots of Hamme, had quarrelled for 40

  years about mending it. It was so called, according to Stow, because of its ‘being broken and fallen into the Thames’. In 1594 a horse-powered engine was installed in a brick

  water-house erected by Bevis Bulmer for supplying water to CHEAPSIDE and FLEET STREET in lead pipes (see WATER

  SUPPLY).




  BROMLEY • Kent. The Manor of Bromley (wood with broom shrubs), formed in 862, was owned from Saxon times by the Bishops of Rochester, who built BROMLEY PALACE as a manor house and continued as lords of the manor until 1845. A market town of long standing, Bromley’s first charter for a market was granted in 1205. A second,

  in 1447, changed market day from Tuesday to Thursday, and granted two annual fairs. The fairs are no longer held, but the market continues. The parish church of SS Peter and Paul dates back to the

  13th century. Dr Johnson’s wife, Tetty, was buried here in 1752, courtesy of his friendship with Dr John Hawkesworth, a distinguished local resident. Tetty’s grave-slab survived when

  the church, rebuilt in the 1790s, was destroyed by a bomb in 1941. A new church building, combined with the restored tower and designed by J. Harold Gibbon, was consecrated in 1957. In 1866 H.G.

  Wells was born at 47 High Street, son of a local shopkeeper and cricketer, and he spent his early years in Bromley. The building was demolished with others in the 1930s, and a plaque on a more

  modern shop marks the site. The CHURCHILL THEATRE and Central Library were opened in 1977. To the north-east, SUNDRIDGE PARK mansion is an

  outstanding example of 18th-century architecture, built under the direction of Repton, Nash and Samuel Wyatt. Much of its land now belongs to the GOLF CLUB, and the house

  itself is a management centre. A BLUE PLAQUE on No. 6 Crescent Road indicates it was once the home of Russian savant and revolutionary Prince Peter Kropotkin.




  Further to the north-east is the residential area of Mottingham, where the cricketer Dr W.G. Grace spent his last years and died (at Fairmount, Mottingham Lane) in 1915. HAYES

  AND KESTON, with their extensive commons, lie to the south of Bromley. Hayes Place, which was demolished in 1934, was built for William Pitt, who died there in 1778. William Pitt the Younger

  also lived there. At the neighbouring Holwood, which he had bought, he and William Wilberforce discussed the abolition of the slave trade under a tree known as the Wilberforce Oak. Only the stump

  of this tree remains, but there is an inscription on a nearby seat. Holwood was taken over in 1953 by Seismograph Services as their headquarters for geophysical studies and in the early 21st

  century was redeveloped as an exclusive residential estate. Keston Common, which is more wooded than Hayes Common, contains ponds fed by Caesar’s Well, and in nearby Holwood Park is

  Caesar’s Camp, once an ancient British encampment. Keston church, a blend of Norman and Early English, is thought to have been built on the site of a Romano-British cemetery. In the

  churchyard is the grave of Mrs Craik, author of John Halifax, Gentleman. A BLUE PLAQUE on 20 Church Road, SHORTLANDS, indicates that Alexander

  Muirhead, the electrical engineer, lived here. He established his factory at ELMERS END in the 1890s.




  The largest of the London boroughs, Bromley includes BECKENHAM, ORPINGTON, WEST WICKHAM, CRYSTAL

  PALACE, CRAY VALLEY, PENGE, ANERLEY and BIGGIN HILL.




  BROMLEY-BY-BOW • E3, E14. Also known as Bromley St Leonard, or just Bromley, it is situated about 2 miles east of WHITECHAPEL, to the

  south of BOW and was originally in the County of Middlesex. A Benedictine convent dedicated to St Leonard was founded here probably about AD 1100;

  and Chaucer may have had this nunnery in mind when he described the Prioress, Madame Eglantine, in his Prologue to the Canterbury Tales, as speaking French ‘after the scole of

  Stratford atte Bowe’. After the DISSOLUTION, the convent’s Lady chapel became the parish church; but 19th-century rebuilding, 20th-century bomb damage and the

  construction of the northern approach road to the BLACKWALL TUNNEL have destroyed all that was left of the church, although some of the churchyard remains off Bromley High

  Street.




  Until the 19th century, land in the area was largely used for farming and market gardening, with industry along the River LEA devoted to calico bleaching, milling grain

  or distilling. The population numbered about 3,500 by 1811 although almost half the houses were small cottages occupied chiefly by Irish labourers. The parish was divided by the LIMEHOUSE CUT and the North London Railway running south to the docks. This improvement in communications enabled the extensive area of Bow Common in the south-west to be developed for

  industry. The abundance of water supplied by the Limehouse Cut, good transport facilities and its remote position made the area attractive for gasworks, brickfields and chemical works. Much of the

  south-eastern part was acquired for the EAST INDIA DOCKS. The TOWER HAMLETS CEMETERY took land in the north-western district and numerous streets for

  housing were laid out in the second half of the 19th century. Thus the population rose to 24,000 by 1861 and peaked at about 70,000 in 1891. The poorest area, lying between the Limehouse Cut and

  Devons Road, was nicknamed the ‘Fenian Barracks’ because the Irish who lived there were said to send more police to hospital than any other area in London. In 1900 Bromley became a part

  of the Metropolitan Borough of POPLAR. Much of the 19th-century housing was demolished to make way for modern council estates or the approach road to the BLACKWALL TUNNEL.




  A BLUE PLAQUE on the wall of Kingsley Hall in Powis Road commemorates Mahatma Gandhi’s stay at this social settlement in 1931. Thirty years later psychologist R.D.

  Laing used the hall to accommodate a group of psychotics and schizophrenics whom he treated with experimental, non-restraining, drug-free therapies. Local hostility to such unpredictable neighbours

  resulted in the hall being vandalized several times during Laing’s five-year stay. Its restoration was funded by film director Richard Attenborough, who used it as a location for scenes from

  his 1982 film Gandhi. It is now used for a variety of community purposes and as the offices of the Gandhi Foundation, which promotes international peace and

  understanding. The Bromley-by-Bow Centre in St Leonards Street, started in 1984, is run by volunteers and offers a wide range of educational, cultural, health and welfare services for the diverse

  community of the area, many of whom are of Bangladeshi origin.




  Bromley-by-Bow Palace • South of the Old Priory in St Leonard’s Street, Bromley-by-Bow, stood a house which was known as the Old Palace. Dating from the

  17th century, it was sometimes called Queen Anne’s Palace and was built of brick with a plain front and flanking pyramidal towers. The rooms inside it were noteworthy for handsome stucco

  ceilings, Jacobean panelling, William and Mary carving and marble floors. One of these rooms is preserved at the VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUM. Traditionally associated with

  James I, its design has been attributed to John Thorpe. It was divided into two merchants’ houses about 1750, when the wing towers were reduced in height and the mullioned windows replaced by

  sash ones. Despite great public indignation it was demolished in 1893 to make way for a LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL Board School. Its demolition was the inspiration for the

  Survey of London (see HISTORIANS).




  BROMLEY COLLEGE • London Road, Bromley, Kent. The college, founded by Bishop Warner, was built in the late 17th century as a hospital or almshouse for

  ‘twentie poore widows of orthodox and loyall clergiemen’. The original building – a quadrangle with cloisters – remains little changed externally. A second quadrangle was

  added in a similar style in the early 1800s, and further homes added in 1840 for the widows’ daughters who could only live in the college while their mothers were alive. The college buildings

  have been converted into flats for retired clergymen and their spouses or for the widows/widowers of clergy.




  BROMLEY COMMON • Kent. For centuries an area of about 300 acres of wasteland, overgrown with gorse, heather, fern and broom, through which various tracks

  passed. Part of the common was Lammas or half-yearly land, which could be used by local people for six months of the year. The owner, the Bishop of Rochester, had the full use of the land between 5

  April and 10 October each year. As late as the mid-18th century, the main coach road from London to Tunbridge Wells was, when it crossed the common, little more than a track. Evelyn records in his

  dairy that in June 1652 he was robbed on Bromley Common. When James Norman took up residence here in 1775, he had posts put up and painted white in order to mark the roadway. In 1798 a highwayman

  was hanged on the common for stealing His Majesty’s mail. The first part of the common was enclosed by an Act of Parliament of 1764. About 60 years later, by an Act of 1821, the rest of the

  common was enclosed. New roads, ditches, fences and drains were laid; and, in addition to the few farms and houses which previously existed, considerable development took place providing

  residential accommodation. Bromley Town spread out over what had been common land. Horse races had been held here in the 18th century and were said to have been patronized by Frederick, Prince of

  Wales. In 1864, these were established on a more regular basis. Races and steeplechases were held four times a year until the race course was closed in 1874. It then became a golf course.




  Holy Trinity church was built in 1839; St Luke’s in 1886; and St Augustine’s in 1913. The most prominent residence on Bromley Common was James Norman’s house, The Rookery.

  Later, another residence in the area, Elmfield, was bought by a member of the same family of bankers, who enlarged and developed their holdings. Charles Darwin (see DOWNE) referred to one of them as ‘my clever neighbour, Mr Norman’. They are remembered today by Norman Park.




  BROMLEY PALACE • Rochester Avenue, Bromley, Kent. Built in Norman times as a manor house by the Bishops of Rochester, who owned it until 1845. Bishop John

  Warner left money for repairing the palace and for the founding of BROMLEY COLLEGE. In 1669 John Evelyn found the palace ‘now repairing after the dilapidations of the

  late rebellion’. Bishop Thomas Sprat was arrested here (while composing a sermon in the orchard) for his alleged part in a plot to restore James II; and Francis Atterbury, who entertained

  Pope and Matthew Prior here, was also imprisoned for Jacobite sympathies. The waters of St Blaise’s Well in the grounds were widely used for medicinal purposes. The old palace was demolished,

  and a new building replaced it in 1775. With modern wings added, it was until recently used as a college. It is now Bromley Town Hall and Civic Centre.




  BROMPTON • SW1, SW3. As Broom Farm it is recorded as early as 1294 and was an outlying hamlet of KENSINGTON on its southern boundary.

  The area, which straddles the parish boundary between KNIGHTSBRIDGE and EARLS COURT, was known for its market gardens and nursery grounds from the

  17th century. The most famous, BROMPTON PARK NURSERY, was founded in 1681 by George London and his famous partner was Henry Wise, one-time Superintendent of the Royal

  Gardens. The nursery, part of whose site is today occupied by the VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUM, achieved a European reputation but there were many others in the locality and

  Faulkner as late as 1820 could tabulate some 520 acres devoted to these purposes and to farming generally.




  Brompton remained sparsely built up until late into the 19th century and in 1886 the population totalled 45,700 as against 127,800 in the remainder of the parish. As late as 1871 the local

  Medical Officer of Health could make the point that Brompton had a lower mortality rate than Cheltenham, then considered the healthiest town in England. Such a reputation encouraged not only

  well-to-do residents but also hospitals, of which the best-known is the ROYAL BROMPTON HOSPITAL founded in 1842 as the Hospital for Consumption and Diseases of the Chest. By

  contrast BROMPTON CEMETERY (architect Benjamin Baud, 1840) is amongst the largest of the metropolitan cemeteries and contains the graves of many famous persons.




  BROMPTON CEMETERY – see CEMETERIES.




  Brompton Hall • Brompton. Traditionally supposed to have been the country house of Lord Burleigh in the reign of Queen Elizabeth who

  ‘occasionally honoured’ him with a visit. It stood a short way south of GROVE HOUSE. It was modernized in the 18th century by a Mrs Griffiths, the widow of a

  clergyman, who discovered ‘the arms of Queen Elizabeth, carved in oak, and curiously inlaid with gold’ above the chimneypiece in the dining room. It was bought by the Metropolitan and

  District Railways in the 1860s and demolished in 1874 when the railways sold their surplus lands to speculative builders.




  BROMPTON HOSPITAL • see ROYAL BROMPTON HOSPITAL.




  BROMPTON ORATORY • Brompton Road, SW1. The London Oratory of St Philip Neri, a Roman Catholic church served by priests of the

  Institute of the Oratory, founded by St Philip Neri at Rome in the 16th century. They settled at Brompton in 1849. In 1880–84 the ornate baroque church, based on the mother church of Chiesa

  Nuova, Rome was built to the designs of Herbert Gribble, incorporating a magnificent Italian altarpiece and the high altar from St Servatius, Maastricht. Marble statues of the apostles by Mazzuoli

  came from Siena Cathedral. St Peter in the nave is a copy of the statue in St Peter’s Rome. In 1892 Cardinal Manning’s funeral took place here. In 1896 Chavalliaud’s marble statue

  of Cardinal Newman was erected outside.




  [image: ]




  Herbert Gribble’s drawing of Brompton Oratory, which was built to his design in 1878–84.




  Brompton Park House • Brompton. The house, which once stood on the site of the VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUM, was for over 40

  years, until his death in 1738, occupied by Henry Wise, the gardener, who was a partner in the BROMPTON PARK NURSEY. In 1784 the mansion was converted into three smaller

  houses in one of which the 3rd Lord Holland was living when his future wife, Lady Elizabeth Vassal (see HOLLAND HOUSE), bore him his illegitimate son. When the Royal

  Commissioners for the GREAT EXHIBITION of 1851 acquired the freehold of all the houses, they were for a time used by the South Kensington Museum (see VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUM) before being demolished in 1899.




  Brompton Park Nursery • Brompton. Founded in 1681 by George London and three other gardeners, it was described by Stephen Switzer, 34 years later, as

  ‘the noblest Nursery of the World’. The great gardener Henry Wise (see BROMPTON PARK HOUSE) was associated with it for several years until his partner,

  London, died in 1714, when he sold it to two of their assistants. In its heyday the nursery covered over 100 acres south of KENSINGTON ROAD and supplied trees, shrubs and

  plants for most of the large gardens of London, several of which were landscaped by its proprietors.




  BROMPTON ROAD • SW1, SW3, SW7. Not to be confused with OLD BROMPTON ROAD, which starts at ONSLOW SQUARE,

  Brompton Road starts at KNIGHTSBRIDGE and follows the line of another ancient track to the village of BROMPTON via what is now the FULHAM ROAD. Only the curly section from Knightsbridge to Fulham Road is therefore the modern Brompton Road. The Knightsbridge end is largely shops, restaurants and commercial

  properties, the Fulham Road end is largely residential. There have been a number of modern encroachments but much of the 19th- and early-20th-century building remains. HARRODS by Stevens and Munt (1901–5) is at Nos 87–135. BROMPTON ORATORY is at the junction with CROMWELL ROAD and behind it

  is the Gothic HOLY TRINITY church built in 1829 to the designs of Thomas Leverton Donaldson. There are two pleasant Victorian public houses, the Crown and Sceptre at No.

  132, and the Bunch of Grapes at No. 207. At Nos 2–10 was the Scotch House department store (now BURBERRY’S), which was founded by the Gardiner brothers who

  travelled from Glasgow to London to sell tweeds and tartans in the 1830s. The sculpture Triga, three stone horses, by Franta Belsky, stands on the building at No. 44 (1958).




  BROMPTON SQUARE • SW3. Small attractive square built in about 1824. Stéphane Mallarmé, the French poet, stayed at No. 6 in 1863. Francis Place,

  the political reformer, lived at No. 21 in 1833–51.




  BRONDESBURY • NW6. Situated north-west of KILBURN along the EDGWARE ROAD. The district contains the highest

  land in WILLESDEN and may possibly have been a hill fort close to Roman WATLING STREET. In the 11th and 12th centuries ST

  PAUL’S carved out prebendal estates from the parish of WILLESDEN and the prebend of Bronnesburie was named after a 12th-century canon named Brand. By the Middle

  Ages thick forest had gradually been reduced to meadow and pasture, although in the 17th century 69 acres of woodland still survived. At that date cattle were kept and a milk house and cheese room

  existed. In 1788 Lady Sarah Salusbury purchased the leasehold of the Brondesbury estate, combining it with that of the prebend of Bounds. Repton landscaped the grounds of the house for which

  William Wilkins supplied Gothic designs. From the mid-19th century the outward expansion of London had its effect and by the end of the century the house had become a school. The Hampstead Junction

  railway line arrived and from the late 1860s the development of housing for merchants and City professionals was under way. Charles Baker King’s Christ Church was opened in 1866 (partly

  converted into flats 1989–90) and in 1867 the new district, incorporating the old prebends of Brondesbury, Bounds and Mapesbury (after the 12th-century prebendary map), was named Brondesbury.

  By the beginning of the 20th century the population had increased over eightfold. Brondesbury Park was developed, extending to Willesden Green. Brondesbury Park Station was opened (1908) and in

  1909 the district became an additional ward of Willesden Urban District. Brondesbury had a large Jewish population and Baron Meyer de Rothschild and Sir Anthony de Rothschild were buried in the

  CEMETERY on Willesden Lane (opened 1873). Although many of the large houses were converted into flats following the 2nd World War, Brondesbury still retained its character

  as a high-class residential area within the municipal borough of Willesden. In 1965 when Willesden amalgamated with WEMBLEY Urban District it became part of the London

  Borough of BRENT.




  Brook House • Park Lane. Built 1867–9 for Dudley Coutts Marjoribanks by T.H. Wyatt. An enormous, opulent house on six floors, it was subsequently

  purchased by King Edward VII’s friend the multimillionaire Sir Ernest Cassel, who filled it with old masters, with all kinds of objets d’art from Renaissance bronzes to English silver

  and Chinese jade, and with equally decorative women. Cassel died here in 1921. In 1922 the newly-wed Mountbattens installed themselves in a penthouse at the top of the building. Queen Mary got

  stuck in its express lift. Other visitors were surprised to find Lord Mountbatten inhabiting a replica of a captain’s cabin, lined with cork and complete with bunk

  and brass handrail. The marine theme extended to his bathroom, where shells, fish and seaweed were displayed. The Mountbattens sold up in 1933 when the property was demolished.




  BROOK STREET • W1. Extends from HANOVER SQUARE to GROSVENOR SQUARE. It takes its name from the TYBURN, which flows beneath it at the intersection with AVERY ROW. Building began at the east end on the CITY’S Conduit Mead estate

  in the early 18th century, and the portion west of South Molton Lane, which is on the GROSVENOR ESTATE, was all developed between 1720 and 1729. Although

  described in 1736 as ‘for the most part nobly built and inhabited by People of Quality’, Brook Street was never as fashionable as GROSVENOR STREET, and in the early 19th century

  several private hotels had established themselves here, of which the most famous was CLARIDGE’S.




  A few fine houses still survive. The first resident of No. 25 was composer George Frederick Handel, who lived here from 1723 until his death in 1759; the upper floors are now the HANDEL HOUSE MUSEUM. Nos 66 and 68 were built by the architect Edward Shepherd in 1725 (the former containing two splendidly decorated rooms). No. 76 was built by Colen Campbell, who

  lived here from 1726 until his death in 1729. No. 39 was largely rebuilt by Jeffry Wyatt (latterly Sir Jeffry Wyatville), who lived here 1804–40. No. 69, occupied since 1927 by the

  SAVILE CLUB, contains a splendid interior, done in the Louis XV style in about 1890 for J. Pierpont Morgan’s son-in-law by W.O.W. Bouwens van der Boijen, a Parisian

  architect of Dutch extraction. Most of the other houses have been rebuilt, generally since about 1850, and are now chiefly used as offices. Notable residents included (at No. 68) William Pitt,

  later 1st Earl of Chatham, in 1757, and the 1st Earl of Woolton 1947–57. At No. 72 Edward Shepherd, the architect, lived 1726–9; at No. 47 (now demolished) Henry Addington, later Prime

  Minister, 1787–90; and legendary guitarist and songwriter Jimi Hendrix lived at No. 23 1968–9.




  BROOKE STREET • EC1. Site of the house of Sir Fulke Greville, Lord Brooke, adviser to Queen Elizabeth and James I and patron of Ben Jonson and Shakespeare. It

  disappeared in about 1680. Philip Yorke, Lord Chancellor 1736–56, was a clerk in chambers here. Chatterton the poet committed suicide at a house on the site of No. 39 by swallowing arsenic in

  1770. The church of ST ALBAN THE MARTYR HOLBORN occupies part of the site of Thieves’ Kitchen, a training ground for young criminals which had established itself in

  the area.




  BROOK’S MEWS • W1. On the GROSVENOR ESTATE, it extends from BROOK STREET to AVERY

  ROW. It was laid out in the 1720s to provide stables and coach houses for the mansions in Brook Street and GROSVENOR HOUSE, onto which it backs.




  BROOKS’S CLUB • 60 St James’s Street, SW1. A social and non-political club founded in 1764 by William Almack. It met at ALMACK’S in PALL MALL until 1778 when it moved to Henry Holland’s new clubhouse in St James’s Street under the management of William Brooks, a

  wine merchant and moneylender. It soon established a reputation for heavy gambling. Horace Walpole said ‘a thousand meadows and cornfields were staked at every throw’. Charles James Fox

  did so badly that he had to borrow from the waiters. It later became the Whigs’ Club. Fox, Pitt, Reynolds, Garrick, Horace Walpole, Wilberforce, Palmerston and Hume were members. Sheridan was

  black-balled three times by George Selwyn on the grounds that his father had been on the stage, and was elected at last through a ruse of George IV, then Prince of Wales, who detained Selwyn in

  conversation in the hall when the ballot was in progress. Daniel O’Connell was also a member. When elected in 1822 John Campbell, later Lord Campbell, the Lord Chancellor, wrote, ‘To

  belong to it is a feather in my cap. Indeed since we lost our estates . . . I am inclined to think that my election at Brooks’s is the greatest distinction our house has met with. The Club

  consists of the first men for rank and talent in England.’




  BROOMFIELD HOUSE • Southgate, N14. Shown on the earliest map of the parish, drawn in the second half of the 16th century. The owner was Geoffrey Walkaden. By

  the end of Elizabeth’s reign Alderman Sir John Spencer lived here; he sold it to Joseph Jackson and it remained in the Jackson family for nearly 200 years until Mary Jackson married William

  Tash. After his death it passed to the Powys family, who usually let the house; their most distinguished tenant was Sir Ralph Littler, the barrister. The park and house were purchased by

  SOUTHGATE Council in 1903. Until the house was seriously damaged by fire in 1984 it was used as a museum of local history. A Broomfield House Task Force comprising local

  volunteers, descendents of the Jackson family and several high-profile patrons was formed in 2000 with plans for a £4m restoration programme to return the house as far as possible to its

  original state. The park includes lakes, ponds and a garden of remembrance.




  BROOMWOOD ROAD • SW11. Running west–east from WANDSWORTH COMMON to CLAPHAM COMMON, it takes its name

  from Broomwood House, formerly Broomfield, where William Wilberforce lived when he was conducting his campaign against slavery. There is a plaque commemorating the house, which was demolished in

  1904, on No. 111.




  BROTHERS’ STEPS – see FIELD OF THE FORTY FOOTSTEPS.




  BROWN’S HOTEL • 33–34 Albemarle Street and Dover Street, W1. In 1837 James Brown, a former manservant, opened a hotel at 23 DOVER STREET. He was probably supported financially by his ambitious and efficient wife, Sarah, a former lady’s maid to Lady Byron. The hotel prospered and in the next eight years

  Brown acquired Nos 21, 22 and 24, the present frontage of the hotel. In 1859 he sold out to J.J. Ford, already owner of Ford’s Hotel in MANCHESTER SQUARE, and in 1882

  Ford’s son Henry took over the management. In 1876 Alexander Graham Bell stayed here and from the hotel made the first successful telephone call in the country to Henry Ford at RAVENSCOURT PARK about 5 miles away. Theodore Roosevelt was a guest in 1886 and walked from here to his wedding at ST GEORGE’S, HANOVER

  SQUARE. In 1889 Henry Ford acquired St George’s Hotel (named after the church) in ALBEMARLE STREET, which backed on to Brown’s, and combined the two

  hotels. In 1905 Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt spent their honeymoon here. King George II of the Hellenes spent his nine years of exile here. In Room 36 the Dutch Government declared war on Japan

  in the 2nd World War. Cecil Rhodes and Rudyard Kipling were two of many distinguished patrons.




  BRUCE CASTLE • Lordship Lane, Tottenham, N17. An Elizabethan manor house in the then familiar shape of an E, said by local tradition to stand on the site of a

  castle built by Robert the Bruce’s father. Certainly the manor belonged to the Scottish royal family until the 14th century. The house has been much altered. It was rebuilt in about 1670 by Henry Hare, 2nd Baron Coleraine; and the east wing was added by the Townsend family in the 18th century. To the west of the house is a 16th-century round

  tower of unknown purpose. Lord Coleraine is believed to have locked up in it his second wife, who escaped only by throwing herself off the parapet holding a baby. Her ghost is said to repeat the

  action each year on a November night. In 1827 Rowland Hill bought the house and began a private school here. He left it after a breakdown in his health in 1833, but the school continued until 1891

  when the house was acquired by the local authority. It now holds a local history museum, a postal museum illustrating the development of the postal service and the regimental museum of the

  Middlesex Regiment, with pictures, uniforms, medals and trophies captured in the Maori War, Zulu War, Boer War, at the Battle of Hong Kong and in Korea.




  BRUNEL UNIVERSITY • Uxbridge, Middlesex. The Brunel College of Advanced Technology (until 1957 Acton Technical College) was named for Isambard Kingdom Brunel,

  whose Great Western Railway passed through its ACTON site. It acquired its principal campus south of UXBRIDGE in 1962 and was designated a university in 1966. The 170-acre

  Uxbridge site had earlier hosted a market garden and plant nursery that in the 1930s employed over a thousand people and supplied some 50 million blooms a year. Shoreditch College of Education

  (formerly Shoreditch Technical College), a teacher-training college located at Runnymede since 1951, became part of Brunel in 1980. Likewise the WEST LONDON INSTITUTE OF HIGHER

  EDUCATION in TWICKENHAM (itself the product of a 1975 merger between CHISWICK Polytechnic and the Borough Road and Maria Grey teacher training

  colleges) joined Brunel in 1995. In addition to Uxbridge the university thus has campuses at Runnymede, Twickenham and OSTERLEY.




  These accretions have increased student numbers to about 12,000 (including an international complement of 1,600) and have broadened the university’s original field of excellence in

  engineering, technology and science to include the humanities, performing arts, social sciences and the inevitable business and media studies.




  Brunswick Dock • A large and important dock in the 18th century, named after the ducal house in honour of George III. It formed the basis for the EAST INDIA DOCKS. Built as a private speculation in 1789 by a Mr Perry (and so often called Perry’s Dock), it covered some 8 acres into which had been absorbed the small Blackwall

  Dock of 1½ acres built during the reign of Charles II for the East India Company. The Blackwall was, in fact, the first wet dock with gates on to the THAMES. Pepys

  mentions his visit to it in 1661 as Secretary to the Navy and inspected ‘a brave new merchantman’, the Royal Oak, which had been built there. Neither the Blackwall nor the

  Brunswick was used for handling cargoes but only for shipbuilding and fitting out, although the Brunswick did come to possess some warehouses for storing whalebones and blubber. A painting by

  William Daniell of 1803 shows the Brunswick Dock tightly packed with ships, protected from the wind by a row of trees, and having as its main feature a large tower containing a crane for raising or

  fitting masts to the tall ships. This Mast House was 37 metres high and remained a conspicuous landmark at the EAST INDIA DOCKS until 1862.
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  William Daniel’s aquatint of Brunswick Dock, 1803. The Mast House (centre) held a crane for fitting masts to tall ships.




  BRUNSWICK SQUARE • WC1. Named after Caroline of Brunswick, wife of the Prince Regent, it was planned by Samuel Pepys Cockerell to balance with MECKLENBURGH SQUARE on the other side of the FOUNDLING HOSPITAL grounds, and built 1795–1802. In his report to the governors of the hospital, Cockerell

  wrote that the object of the squares was to retain for the hospital ‘the advantages of its present open situation’ and to provide an architectural setting so ‘as rather to raise

  than depress the Character of this Hospital itself as an Object of National Munificence’. All the original buildings have been replaced. No. 40, designed by J.M. Sheppard, was built for the

  THOMAS CORAM FOUNDATION when the Foundling Hospital was demolished in 1926 and now houses the Foundling Museum. A statue of Captain Coram (see STATUES) stands outside. On the north is the School of Pharmacy of LONDON UNIVERSITY (founded 1842), built 1939–70 to designs by Herbert J. Rowse. On the

  west are terraced and cantilevered apartments by Patrick Hodgkinson (1969–72), forming the Brunswick Centre of shops, restaurants and a cinema. To the south is

  International Hall, a students’ hostel of LONDON UNIVERSITY. Virginia and Adrian Stephen shared a four-storey house in the square with John Maynard Keynes, Duncan

  Grant and Leonard Woolf. Virginia and Leonard left when they married in 1912. Their friend E.M. Forster lived in the square 1929–39. John Hunter, physician and Vice-President of the Foundling

  Hospital, whose name is remembered in Hunter Street, lived here 1803–9. Isabella in Jane Austen’s Emma praised Brunswick Square: ‘Our part of London is so very superior to

  most others . . . We are so very airy.’




  BRUTON LANE • W1. Extends from BRUTON STREET to the junction of HAY HILL and BERKELEY

  STREET. Its irregular course follows the boundary between the fields known as Brick Close which were acquired by the 1st Lord Berkeley of Stratton after the Restoration, and Conduit Mead,

  sometime the property of the CORPORATION OF LONDON (see CONDUIT STREET).




  BRUTON PLACE • W1. L-shaped in plan, it extends from the north-east corner of BERKELEY SQUARE to BRUTON

  STREET. Its site forms part of the lands acquired by the 1st Lord Berkeley of Stratton soon after the Restoration, and it provided stables and coach houses for the great houses in

  BERKELEY SQUARE and BRUTON STREET. Nos 36 and 38, of about 1890, still retain the hoists by which sacks of grain were raised to the lofts. The Guinea

  public house and restaurant at No. 30 occupies the site where a tavern is believed to have existed since the 15th century.
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