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Prologue



�t’s an unseasonably HOT winter day in the city!



. . . bathe at the beach . . . 



Though the trees are bare, it’s warm enough to picnic in the park . . .



. . . and seek out . . . true love?



No, I do NOT sell heart-shaped boxes of chocolates.





	
			

			


But it’s almost Valentine’s Day—



� don’t match people, I make MATCHES! Literal matches!



That’s why �’m between a
FIREWOOD SHOP and a CANDLE SHOP!



Even if I DID sell chocolates, they’d be totally melted! 



And certainly no one wants to buy matches in this overbearing weather.





	
			

			


�f the temperature doesn’t cool down and sales don’t heat up, �’ll NEVER get my match shop out of the red!



I should take a moment
to reflect on my business decisions . . .



That’s not what I meant! 



EEP! 





	
			

			


�t’s an inferNOOOOO!!!



My shop!



BWANG BWONG



twist
 twist





	
			

			


What the—?



That isn’t water!



Hmm . . . 



What’s this milky substance coming out of our firehose?





	
			

			


This milky substance . . . 



You’re RIGHT! I’d recognize a milk moustache anywhere!



 . . . is
 MILK!



How did COW MILK get into the city’s fire hydrants . . . ?



Good question! Don’t just SKIM through the book! Read closely, as this MOOstery is sure to get solved by the . . . 





	
			

			


Chapter 1



That’s your day job?



Yeah, me and
 my partner. We’re
 ALLIGATORS who INVESTIGATE.



Hm. I see.



Do I have a cavity? What’s giving me this toothache?



Like all ALLIGATORS, you should have a visible overbite. 



TEETH OF
Alligatoridae



Like this. 



However, you have both a visible
 overbite AND an underbite.



 
Crocodylidae



Like a CROCODILE.





	
			

			


Sooo . . . what does that mean?



Are you sure you don’t have a little crocodile in you?



Though . . . 
I have been IN
a crocodile . . .



Yeah, �’m sure.



�’m ALL gator!



Long story short, my previous partner was a crocodile named Daryl who became a Crackerdile that swallowed me whole.





	
			

			


And after that a Rockodile.



But by that point he had turned into a giant Waffledile. 



 Last I knew �
think he was, like,
  a Vapordile?



And then a Radioactidile! 



But now there might be MORE crackers left that had bits of him—



Not to cut you off, but this short story is getting a bit long in the tooth. 





	
			

			


�t’s making you clench your jaw and smile in an unnatural manner. 



�t sounds to me like the cause of your toothache is STRESS. 



Ow.



Try some relaxing activities, like Tai Chi
or something.



�f it doesn’t get better, we’ll fit you for a mouth guard.



Oof. Just not braces again.



Hey, this water tastes like . . . milk?



Now, spit.



Ptooie! 
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Really? Huh. That’s bizarre.



Well, the calcium is good for
 your teeth, at least.



Thanks,
Doc.



OOH, comics! 



Ugh, more GRIDS.



Ha ha ha! Carfield.



  2  1
      3
 2
  4  3
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Not really, Mango. 



All better, Brash?



Did you get the tooth, the whole tooth and nothing but the tooth?



The dentist says my toothache is from forcing myself to smile like a crocodile.



 Which prompted one of my flashbacks . . . and you know how those can be TMI.



TMI means Too Much Information. As in, I kept going on and on and on about Daryl.



T . . . M . . . I . . . 
    The Monkey �nstitute?



What? No, Mango.
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How so?



Ah. Well, it tracks that he’s the reason for your toothache.



Brash, you learned
so much about being
an AGENT OF S.U.I.T.* from Daryl, right? 



You looked up to him. Followed his lead. Learned how to do things by watching
HIM do things. 



You’re
probably emulating
and imitating
his gestures and behaviour without
even knowing it.



Luckily you’re not mimicking Daryl’s EVIL behaviour from when he was Crackerdile, et al . . . just his expressions. 



*Special Undercover �nvestigation Teams
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I’VE even smiled like that a couple times, too.



 � guess that makes sense.



 I must have picked it
up from watching YOU,
just as YOU picked it
up from Daryl.



 I mean, either that or someone didn’t realize alligator and crocodile mouths look different before he started drawing us.
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