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    Steve Hartley is a sensible man. He has a sensible job, a sensible family, lives in a sensible house and drives a sensible car. But underneath it all, he longs to be silly.

    There have been occasional forays into silliness: Steve has been a football mascot called Desmond Dragon, and has tasted World Record success himself – taking part in both a mass yodel and

    a mass yo-yo. But he wanted more, and so his alter ego – Danny Baker Record Breaker – was created. Steve lives in Lancashire with his wife and teenage daughter.


  




  

    You can find out more about Steve




    on his extremely silly website:




    www.stevehartley.net
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    Coming soon
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  This is entirely a work of fiction and any resemblance to the real world is purely coincidental.
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  Sick-bags




  To the Keeper of the Records




  The Great Big Book of World Records




  London




  Dear Mr Bibby,
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  I flew to Spain yesterday and I filled thirteen sick-bags on the flight. Mum says it was all the cola and cheese and pickle sandwiches I

  had at the airport. She’s right, they always make me barf. That’s why I had them!




  Is this even close to breaking the record for filling sick-bags? If it’s not, I’ll try again on the way home. I can eat some

  paella. That makes me barf even more!
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  Best wishes




  Danny Baker




  (Aged nine and a half)




  PS We’re here because my dad has been offered a job as the Manager of Real Marisco.




  PPS We’re staying at the Hotel La Langosta. It’s posh!




  PPPS My best friend Matthew has come too, but I had to count the sick-bags myself. This time, Matt wouldn’t do the

  maths!
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  Dear Danny,




  Don’t even try for this one! You don’t stand a chance, even if you had cheese and pickle sandwiches and

  paella!




  On a non–stop flight between Paris and Sydney, Marcel Pompidou of Quimper, France, managed to fill 144 standard–sized airline

  sick–bags. Newspapers spread the rumour that Marcel had four stomachs, like a cow, which was why he was able to produce so much of the stuff.




  The largest number of sick–bags filled on a single flight is 390, by the 263 contestants of the Miss Global Warming Beauty Queen

  Competition. Halfway through a bumpy flight to Bongandanga, they had managed to fill every sick–bag on the plane. They were then forced to be sick into their posh hats and

  handbags.




  Officers from The Great Big Book of World Records went to Bongandanga to measure this extra sick. It filled another 397

  sick–bags, making a total of 787.




  Enjoy your visit to Spain.




  Best wishes




  Eric Bibby




  Keeper of the Records




  PS Why isn’t your dad working for his old club, Walchester United? That would be a dream job, wouldn’t it?




  

     

  




  Danny and Matthew hurried through the Hotel La Langosta on their way to the beach. They noticed Danny’s mum and sister Natalie just ahead of them.




  ‘Hey, Nits,’ called Danny. ‘Fancy a game of football?’
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  ‘As if!’ replied Natalie, scornfully. ‘We’re going shopping.’




  ‘Shopping!’ complained Danny. ‘That’s all girls think about. If this new baby Mum’s going to have is a girl, I’m coming to live at your house,

  Matt.’




  They stepped from the cool hotel into the ovenlike heat outside.




  ‘Hot,’ gasped Danny.




  ‘Cool!’ said Matthew.




  The two boys headed for the beach, where the Kids’ Club at the hotel had arranged a game of football.




  It was a great match. The sand was hard and flat, and many of the kids who were playing were pretty good.




  Danny stood in his goalmouth, watching a girl who looked about his age playing for the other team. She was quick, and she did step-overs and back-heels. Matthew was struggling to mark her and,

  once, the girl even nutmegged him. Danny could see Matt wasn’t happy.




  She had a shot like a cannon. Several times she blasted a fizzer towards Danny’s goal, but Danny was always equal to it.




  ‘You’re good,’ the girl remarked after Danny had just tipped her diving header around the post.
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  ‘You’re brilliant!’ said Danny.




  ‘I play striker for Bunbury Bantams. I scored thirty-one goals last season,’ boasted the girl.




  ‘I saved eighty-seven goals in one game last season!’ replied Danny.




  Towards the end of the game, the ball was played low and fast towards the girl. Matthew was close behind her. She went to control the ball, but at the last moment, lifted her foot and let it

  pass by.




  Matthew was completely fooled. The ball sped past him on one side, while the girl slid past him on the other. His legs went in two directions, and he stumbled and landed on his back.




  She was through, with only Danny to beat!




  Danny moved quickly off his line. The girl glanced up, and shaped to blast a shot. Danny stopped and braced himself to dive, but she didn’t shoot. Instead, she chipped the ball high over

  Danny’s head.




  He was caught off balance, and had to watch it soar through the clear blue sky and loop down into his empty net.




  GOAL!
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  The girl disappeared in a scrum of kids as her team mobbed her.




  Danny knelt on the sand and stared at the ball nestling in the far corner of his goal.
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