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  For Alda and Giorgio




  







  Introduction




  Prof. Anton P. Muskovitz, Professor of Meerkat Studies, Loughborough University




  

    As a lifelong expert in the history and public understanding of meerkats, I have been asked many times over the last few years why it is that we have suddenly developed a

    fascination for this (admittedly rather ‘cute’) member of the mongoose family. When asked this naive question I always chuckle to myself, re-adjust my glasses to examine the person

    asking me the question, and pat them fondly on the bottom. Then I explain that the human fascination with meerkats is by no means a modern invention. Indeed, it stretches back to the very

    earliest recorded human history.
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    Paleolithic cave paintings, c. 27,000 BCE


  




  

    In some of the first cave paintings yet discovered, the distinctive upright frame of the meerkat can be spotted. Whether the animals were at that time a favourite food or a feared predator can

    be debated, but it seems undeniable that from the start humans were captivated by these strange upstanding creatures.
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