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Chapter 1



 Behold! The latest innovation in
stylish secret spy technology!



Bongo, this is SVEN SEPTAPUS,
lead designer of A.R.M.S.*!



�t’s . . . just
a paper
hat.



 When has he
ever outfitted
us in clothing
that was
MERELY WHAT
IT SEEMED?



Yes, Marsha. �’m sure there
are all sorts of lasers and
grappling hooks hiding in here.



But it is NOT stylish.



*Apparel Research and Manufacturing . . . Stuff





	
			

			


�t is
when you’re going undercover as cooks in a food Truck!



Piggy’s Impeccably Grilled Goodies





	
			

			


This is
Cici Boringstories
for Action News Now
reporting from the
city fairgrounds, where
preparations are
underway for the
tenth annual Big Belly
Beans Bacon Barbecue
Bonanza. The BBBBBB!



Sponsored, of course, by Big Belly
Beans. ‘When you want to fill
your jeans, eat Big Belly Beans.’



�s . . . is that really
the slogan they’re
going with?



For such a prestigious anniversary, the festival
has procured renowned sauce master Piggy Smalls
to develop a one-of-a-kind barbecue sauce that
is sure to knock everyone’s socks off!





	
			

			


No comment!!!



Chef Smalls, why so nervous? Despite all the
steaks, this is a pretty low-stakes mission.



 You don’t
understand!



I’m paranoid
that something
will happen to it
before anyone
gets to taste it.



This sauce has taken a YEAR of slow cooking, concentrating the flavours, balancing the SECRET INGREDIENT,
and in just two minutes ' time
it will be DONE and PERFECT.






	
			

			


Wh-what if I just DROP it
and it spills everywhere?



What if it’s stolen?!



What if someone
TAMPERS with it?!



THE WHOLE FESTIVAL
WILL BE RUINED!



Relax, Chef
 Smalls.



We agents of S.U.I.T.* have
answered your call to make
sure nothing happens to
 your BBQ** sauce.



Daddy always
said not to let the suits
around the sauce, Piggy.
BBQ’s a messy game . . . 



 S-sure,
sure . . . �-� appreciate
the help . . . 



*Special Undercover Investigation Teams. But you knew that!
**Bar Be Que. Wait, isn’t it spelled ‘barbeCue’ with a ‘C’?! That acronym’s kinda cheating, isn’t it?





	
			

			


Seems even a
professional
sauce master
can get
cold feet.



Well, �’ll make sure his pickled pigs
feet stays off the menu. I happen
to be a bit of a chef myself, with
a rather refined palate.



After all, ’tis why I was given
this particular protection detail.



And what, I’m
just along for
the ride?



 Except this food truck isn’t expected
to GO anywhere, so my expert driving
skills are going to waste.





	
			

			


Thyme? That’s too
common a herb to be
the secret ingredient.



It’s . . . ASTOUNDING! It’s
like I can . . . TASTE TIME!



You look like
you had one
too many cups
of coffee.



 Whatever it is, WE
 HAVE TO PROTECT THIS
 SANDWICH-SLATHERING
AMBROSIA!




Mmmm,
not just
ANY coffee!



 Coffee from
 VENUS? We
sure this isn’t
 a job for
 SpaceS.U.I.T.?



I feel the caffeine content of at least
twenty-four cups of Venetian espresso!
THAT must be the secret ingredient!





	
			

			


ANYWAY, may I finish
showing off the special gear � designed for this mission?



This marvel of paper
engineering can be
folded into a multitude
of configurations . . . 



Oh, right.
Paper hats.



A throwing
star!



 So? There’s
 a REAL meat
 cleaver right
here.



A meat
cleaver!



Yeah, made
of PAPER.



An ancient shield used by Roman legionaries.



Eh, that’s mildly more impressive.



�f we’re
defending
the barbecue
sauce from
spear-wielding
gladiators.





	
			

			


GRRRRR.



A fire extinguisher!



A FIRE EXTINGUISHER?



A necessary
appliance in any
and all kitchens.



Make sure you fold it PRECISELY as I have
demonstrated or you will get a fire
EXAGGERATOR. Quite the opposite effect.





	
			

			


These paper hats are all well and good as
undercover disguises, Sven. But don’t our V.E.S.T.*s
you designed already contain countless nanotech
gadgets to handle any trouble we may encounter?



Then there we have it! Why not
stick to what you know, Sven?



Well, yes,
but—



I prefer to be back in my
lab at S.U.I.T. HQ, anyway.



Fine!



*Very Exciting Spy Technology
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Hey, the mascot’s here!



Besides, I’ve been
feeling a bit uneasy ever
since this fried calamari
truck showed up.



Oh yeah,
you’re an
octopus.



Here, take
these flyers.



SEPTAPUS!
COUNT ’EM!
SEVEN!



� think NOT!
I am no
EDIBLE SQUID!



And one of them’s metal?
No way that tastes good.



�T’s NOT SUPPOSED TO!
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I actually AM relieved �’m not a field
agent like Bongo and Marsha, out here doing REAL secret agent spy stuff . . . 



. . . but I do feel my skills as a
designer are underappreciated.



After all, I went to FASHION school, but instead of
being fawned over on the runway, MY projects are
meant to BLEND IN and almost be invisible—
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So sorry!
Excuse—



—me?



� sense something.
A presence �’ve not
felt since . . . Hmph.
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Anyway, I thought
my hats were neat.



I’ve also been working on
these nifty new socks. They can
FLY, not that anybody’s asked.



Or they WILL,
once I get the
GPS* working.



Feh. Listen
to me going
on. No one wants
this whole book
to be about—



*Global Positioning System. Sorry, they’re not All fun.
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