	
			

			





	
			

			


To my wonderful, creative mother, Carole Golding,  who shares the late Queen’s flair for colour
J.G.
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Foreword



Many of us don’t spend a lot of time thinking about what we wear. We might enjoy picking a special outfit for a party, or dressing up for Halloween – or we might have to wear a uniform for school  or work. But for a queen, it’s very different. 
 
Can you imagine what it would be like to get up every morning knowing that what you wear could  be photographed and talked about by millions of people throughout the world?
 
As a costume designer for Netflix series The Crown, I had to recreate some of Queen Elizabeth II's most famous garments, giving me an insight into her experience as a princess and later a queen. Creating a replica of her wedding dress was a particularly daunting yet exciting experience. There are so many photographs of it and it was discussed endlessly in the press at the time, so we knew people would notice if we didn’t get it right.
 
To begin, I read notes from the designer Norman Hartnell about the design, structure, decoration and what the dress should represent – rebirth and growth. 
 
We then made a toile of the dress, a toile being an early version made quickly – a sort of first draft.  Next we made the enormously long 4.5 metre train so the actor could practice moving and find her balance. With so many cast and crew involved, there can be no issues or accidents on the day of filming: it was vital that the dress was not only beautiful, but that it worked!
 
We fitted the actor maybe four or five times, making adjustments and adding details. The Queen would have gone through a similar process of rehearsal and fitting, requiring endless patience.
 
Because I wanted the young Queen to appear beautiful to the modern audience, I did make small adjustments to the fit of the dress, to update it slightly. I worried that the dress might look a little old-fashioned and we would lose the impact that this elegant young Queen had on the world.  She was quite simply a superstar, a figurehead who represented hope for a country emerging from  the horror of wartime.
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