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I see your eyes sparkle when you see shapes, watch flickers of light, buzzing and fluttering. I see you when you want to pick up that feather. That pebble. That leaf. Do you yearn to climb an oak tree,  to get a ﻿bird’s eye view of the world, to feel the wind of leaves?
Can I hold your hand? Can I show you the magic of nature?
Let me take you on a journey. A wild wandering. A fascinating  world awaits.
At first you won’t have to go far. You can watch from your window . . .  you can discover your garden. Once you feel the tickle of excitement,  you’ll want to go further, and further. 
Always remember to be gentle, that you are a protector of nature,  you are a guardian and a seeker. 
Can I take you on a journey?
 
Your friend, a friend of nature,






	
			

			





	
			

			


Let me give you new windows to see the world through. Flashes of colour will become clear. 
You will see every detail, every delicate shade, every movement. Here, let me help you. It may  be raining but we can still see. 
Let’s bring a chair to the window,  let me grow you. 
What can you see? 





	
			

			


Springing forward, scuttling, a bird as black as night.  Bright orange beak, amber light. Glossy silken feathers,  rapid twitching wings. Suddenly, still, to pierce soft earth.  A wriggling mass pecked out, flight to branch into leaves.
 
Acrobat is twirling, birdfeeder as branch. Tiny claws clinging, clenched to swing and feast on seed. Shiny black cap,  snow﻿-white cheeks, steely-grey back flits and twists.  Mesmerising movement to and fro, pendulum bird.
 
There is a tremble in the leaves, a whizzing ball of light.  A moment of rest ﻿reveals brown feathers speckled white.  Tail held high, like ﻿a wizard flicking a ﻿wand, moving like  musical notes do, undulating flight. Disappearing act.






	
			

			


Alighting from ﻿the sky like fire. A twitching crown of ruby,  pearl and darkest black. Wings like restless twitching fans, gilded with glistening gold. Like an artist painted their ﻿feathers.
 ﻿Mum! I need to go outside, now! 
 
I don’t care if it’s raining, I don’t care if it’s wet.  I want to see it all now, come on, I just can’t wait!
 
As soon as you go out,﻿ though, the birds will fly away,  but I know other creatures and where they like to stay.






	
			

			


A male Blackbird has black feathers and an orange beak. The female looks very different, she has brown feathers and a brown beak. A cool scientific name for this is dimorphism. Blackbirds love to sing after the rain has stopped and they  have one of the most beautiful songs of all  the garden birds. 
The blackbirds are home birds and stay close to where they hatched. The oldest one recorded was  twenty years old! 
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