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FOOTBALL’S COMING HOME!



This summer, the home of football is hosting the final of the European Championship!  With the EURO 2020 trophy heading to Wembley Stadium, will ENGLAND be there to lift it? MATCH reveals how football could be  coming home...



AWESOME ATTACK!
England’s attack is full of wicked talent! Raheem Sterling’s
link-up play with Harry Kane and Marcus Rashford blew Spain
away in a 3-2 win in Seville in 2018 and, with more flair coming
from midfield in Dele Alli, Jesse Lingard, Ross Barkley and Ruben
Loftus-Cheek, The Three Lions have the attacking
potential to destroy anybody in their path!



SUPER STERLING!
Man. City are one of the best teams on the
planet right now, and one of their biggest
stars is Raheem Sterling! Since the World Cup,
the forward has started bringing his red-hot
club form to the national team, bagging six
goals in seven UEFA Nations League and
European qualifying games. He could be
England’s key man at Euro 2020!



HURT & HUNGER!
England have suffered semi-final heartbreak in each of the last two
summers – first they were beaten by Croatia at the 2018 World Cup,
then they lost to Netherlands in the UEFA Nations League in 2019! The
Three Lions will be desperate to bounce back from those extra-time
defeats – and prove that they’ve learnt lessons from them!
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LETHAL
LIONESSES!



The women’s team also made the country proud in 2019! With England hosting Euro 2021, we reveal five Lionesses we expect to totally tear it  up between now and then...



LUCY
BRONZE
After winning the Silver Ball at France 2019, the flying full-back will be hoping to add to  her already bulging trophy cabinet at class European champions Lyon!



PENALTY
EXPERTS!
Before the 2018 World Cup,
England had one of the worst
penalty shootout records in history,
with just one victory out of seven
in major tournaments! It looks like
Gareth Southgate’s helped bury 
that hoodoo now, though – they 
overcame Colombia in Russia and 
beat Switzerland in last summer’s 
Nations League, so if they face a 
shootout this summer, they’ll
be much more confident!



TONI
DUGGAN
Duggan is an England forward ready for a new challenge – she left Barcelona Femeni last summer after two years there, only to join mega rivals Atletico!



ELLEN
WHITE
After finishing as the joint-top scorer at the World Cup, White is ready to take her game to the next level at new club Man. City – she’d love to win  the league there!



NIKITA
PARRIS
The speedy forward won the Women’s Footballer Of The Year in 2019, before stepping out of her comfort zone to move to France and join Champo League holders Lyon!



NEXT-GEN
STARS!
In 2017, England’s youth teams
won loads of trophies, and the stars of
those sides are ready to break through.
Southgate has already played Trent
Alexander-Arnold, Jadon Sancho and
Callum Hudson-Odoi, and exciting 
young guns like James Maddison, Phil 
Foden, Rhian Brewster, Mason Mount
and Ryan Sessegnon will be hoping 
to make his 23-man squad too!



JORDAN
NOBBS
After missing the World Cup through injury, England vice-captain Nobbs is ready to rock for Arsenal and force her way back into Phil Neville’s epic  starting line-up!
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FIVE FACES OF…
MESSI



Messi burst onto the scene as one of the most exciting wonderkids on the planet! He was only 16 when he made his debut, but it didn’t take him long to become a regular. The youngster was a real game-changer off the bench and back-up to first-choice right winger Ludovic Giuly. But, by the time he’d reached his 20s, he was undroppable!



Top Teenager
2004-07



Oleguer



Puyol



Marquez



Van
Bronckhorst



Messi



Eto’o



Once Ronaldinho had moved on, Messi took over as Barcelona’s star man. Along with Xavi and Iniesta, he created loads of chances for Eto’o and Henry, as well as bagging tons himself. In 2008-09 he won his first Champions League Golden Boot with nine goals, including one in the final, and beat Cristiano Ronaldo  to the Ballon d’Or for the first time!



Wicked Winger
2007-09



LIONEL MESSI
has spent his whole career ripping it up at BARCELONA! MATCH tracks the five phases of his journey – from teenage prodigy to total footy legend!



Zambrotta



Puyol



Milito



Toure



Messi



Eto’o



Henry



TOP 5…



DEADLY DUOS!
Before the 2019-20 season kicked off, Man. City’s David Silva had provided 18 Prem assists for Sergio Aguero – can the duo beat the all-time record?



Frank Lampard
to
Didier Drogba
Chelsea
0 24 assists



Darren Anderton
to
Teddy Sheringham
Tottenham
0 20 assists



Steve McManaman
to
Robbie Fowler
Liverpool
0 20 assists



David Silva
to
Sergio Aguero
Man. City
0 18 assists



Robert Pires
to
Thierry Henry
Arsenal
0 17 assists
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FORGOTTEN
clubs!



Pep Guardiola pulled off a masterstroke by moving Messi into the centre, and that’s when he became an unstoppable goalscorer! From his new position, he dropped into midfield for possession, dribbled through the opposition and got on the end of chances in the box. He scored 91 goals in 2012 alone, and won his fourth Ballon d’Or in a row!



False Nine
2009-13



MATCH looks back through  the history books to some of footy’s most famous lost clubs!



Dani 



WANDERERS 0 1859-87
Nicknamed The Rovers, Wanderers were one of English football’s early giants! They won the first ever FA Cup, and lifted the famous trophy five times before finally going out  of business in 1887. Only nine teams have still won more FA Cups than them!



Messi



The arrival of Neymar and Luis Suarez gave Barcelona the deadliest attack in footy history, and changed Messi’s position again. Suarez took over as the main centre-forward, giving Leo the freedom to play wherever he wanted! 2015-16 was the first time in six years that he wasn’t Barça’s top scorer, but he assisted loads for his team-mates!




Perfect Playmaker
2013-17



FIORENTINA 0 1926-2002
Goal king Gabriel Batistuta made the Italians one of the best teams in Europe in the ’90s, before they went bankrupt in 2002. They reformed that same summer with a brand-new name – Florentia Viola – but won back the right to be called Fiorentina in 2003!



Ter Stegen



Dani 



Alba



Rakitic



NEW YORK COSMOS 0 1970-85
Way before Major League Soccer was making its mark in the United States, the American Galacticos were signing up legendary superstars like Pele and Franz Beckenbauer! They folded in 1985 with the American league, but were re-born in 2010!



Messi



Suarez



Neymar



Since the departure of Neymar,  Messi’s taken on more responsibility for Barça’s attacks, while also replacing Iniesta as club captain – and he’s really  risen to the challenge! In the last three campaigns, the legendary number ten scored 150 goals in just 156 matches. We can’t wait to see his partnership with Antoine Griezmann grow!



Legendary Leader
2017-19



Ter Stegen



WIMBLEDON 0 1889-2004
The Crazy Gang caused one of the biggest upsets ever to win the 1988 FA Cup! In protest to their move to Milton Keynes, their fans founded AFC Wimbledon –and, in 2011, they became the first club formed in the 21st century to make it into the Football League!



Roberto



Pique



Lenglet



Alba



Busquets



De Jong



Arthur



Messi



Suarez



Griezmann



In 2018, Liverpool scored seven goals in just two games against Alisson when he was in goal for Roma. But, after The Reds signed the Brazil keeper, it took the rest of the Premier League 17 matches to score that many past him!



Did you know?



STRANGER
THINGS!
Antoine Griezmann’s suggestion that he and team-mate Samuel Umtiti should star in the new series of Stranger Things was meant to be a joke – but a newspaper mistook it for a genuine old pic of the pair from when they were kids. LOL!



QUICK QUIZ!
Can you name the eight teams that have never been relegated from the Premier League?
Turn over for answers!
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