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  For Boaz, if you were a grasshopper you could jump over a two-story building.
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  INTRODUCTION




  “May you be a friend to every creature” was my grandmother’s creepy inscription in the Animal Babies book she gave me the day I was born.




  I wanted her words to be prophetic, but my parents wouldn’t let me have any pets and the nearest wilderness was annoyingly far away from our apartment complex in a Toronto suburb. So I

  settled for a childhood spent reading everything I could about animals.




  What I learned wasn’t always pretty. Just because our four-legged friends are soft and cute and often have amazing abilities doesn’t mean they aren’t also incredibly sad.

  Everyone knows that pigs are pink and have curly tails, but did you know that they can’t see the sky? Sea turtles are majestic, but did you know that they never meet their parents, or that

  octopi don’t have friends, jellyfish have no hearts, and zebras can’t fall asleep alone? Animals, it turns out, are just as complicated and conflicted as we are.




  I couldn’t stop reading about those sad little animals. I was obsessed. In third grade I had to leave a birthday party after a horrible run-in with a hive of honeybees. “Every one of

  these stings is a bee that died,” I informed my friend’s mom as she drove me home from the last party I got invited to that year.




  A few summers ago, at the end of an uneventful seven-hour whale-watching cruise (we saw zero whales), our captain apologized to us for the hundredth time while we stared at a part of the ocean

  that looked like all the other parts of the ocean. I thought about how, if a whale sings at the wrong frequency, he can’t find any other whales because they can’t hear his off-key song.

  His whole life is a failed whale-watching trip.




  The more I learned about animals, the harder it was for me to keep quiet about them. A few years ago I was a reference librarian. It’s not as thrilling as it sounds. It was a pretty slow

  job in a quiet place, and I passed a lot of the time by drawing animals on the backs of old card catalog slips. Each of my coworkers would suggest an animal at the end of their shift, and I’d

  draw it on the back of a catalog slip and leave it in the break room at the end of the day. I’d try to go out of my way to add to the drawing some new piece of knowledge about the animal

  (king cobras can spit venom nine feet), and they’d try to go out of their way to request animals I’d never heard of (monkfish, indri lemurs).




  The more I read, the harder it is not to see these animals talking and complaining about their lives the way we do. The giraffe baby that falls six feet the moment it’s born must think,

  “This is already off to a bad start,” and worms with nine hearts must wish they only had someone to love.




  There is a sad fact for every animal on earth, from fish and reptiles to cetaceans (marine mammals) and pinnipeds (a fancy word for seals and their cousins). There are animals that eat their own

  tails, that can’t recognize their face in a mirror, and that force themselves to cry.




  I hope this book doesn’t force you to cry, and I hope it brings you closer to an animal in your life. Animals can use all the friends they can get. Sometimes they use them for food.
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AN ALLIGATOR’S BRAIN WEIGHS LESS THAN AN OREO.
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LONG-TAILED SKINKS EAT THEIR OWN EGGS.
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FROGS CAN CLOSE THEIR EARS.
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TURTLES BREATHE OUT THEIR BUTTS.
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PIT VIPERS HAVE HEAT SENSORS ON THEIR MOUTHS.
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MARINE IGUANAS SNEEZE OUT SALT WHEN THEY EAT TOO MUCH OF IT.
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FIRE SALAMANDERS EAT THEIR SIBLINGS
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CROCODILES LIVED WITH DINOSAURS.




    [image: ]


  




  





  

    
WATER-HOLDING FROGS EAT THEIR OWN SKIN FOR NUTRIENTS.
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WHEN STAR TORTOISE EGGS HATCH AT COLD TEMPERATURES MORE MALES ARE BORN, AND AT WARM TEMPERATURES MORE FEMALES ARE BORN.
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GARDEN LIZARDS EAT THEIR OWN TAILS FOR CALCIUM.
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SEA TURTLES NEVER MEET THEIR MOMS.
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STRAWBERRY POISON DART FROGS FEED THEIR UNFERTILIZED EGGS TO THEIR HATCHED BABIES.
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LITTLE BROWN BATS ARE AWAKE FOR 4 HOURS A DAY.
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THE RING-TAILED LEMUR THAT SMELLS THE WORST IS IN CHARGE OF THE ENTIRE GROUP.
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CAMELS CAN DRINK 30 GALLONS OF WATER IN 15 MINUTES.




    [image: ]


  




  





  

    
HYENAS EAT ROTTING MEAT.
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SEA OTTERS LIVE IN ALMOST-FREEZING WATER THAT WOULD KILL A HUMAN IN AN HOUR.
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BATS HAVE LONG-DISTANCE RELATIONSHIPS.
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COLOBUS MONKEY STOMACHS CAN HANDLE FOOD THAT NO ONE ELSE WILL EAT.
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SHEEP CAN ONLY REMEMBER 50 FACES.
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RHINOS MAKE A SQUEAKING SOUND TO CALL FOR THEIR FRIENDS WHEN THEY’RE LOST.
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FOXES LIVE, WORK, EAT, AND SLEEP ALONE
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HIPPOS ATTRACT MATES BY PEEING.
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BOY PUPPIES LET GIRL PUPPIES WIN WHEN THEY PLAYFIGHT.
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PIGS HAVE TROUBLE SEEING THE SKY BECAUSE OF HOW THEIR EYES ARE PLACED.
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  TARSIER EYES ARE BIGGER THAN THEIR STOMACHS.




  





  

    
WILD YAKS EAT SNOW TO STAY HYDRATED
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ZEBRAS CAN’T SLEEP ALONE.
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    IF A WOLF IS KICKED OUT OF ITS PACK



    
IT NEVER HOWLS AGAIN.
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RACCON HANDS ARE NIMBLE ENOUGH TO STEAL A DIME FROM YOUR POCKET
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PRAIRIE DOGS HAVE DIFFERENT CALLS TO COMMUNICATE DIFFERENT HUMAN HEIGHTS AND HUMAN SHIRT COLORS, BUT CAN’T DIFFERENTIATE BETWEEN CIRCLES AND

    SQUARES.
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IF A FEMALE FERRET GOES INTO HEAT AND DOESN’T MATE SHE WILL DIE.
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A CHIPMUNK CAN’T RECOGNIZE ITS FACE IN A MIRROR.
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SLOTHS COME DOWN FROM THEIR TREES ONCE A WEEK TO USE THE BATHROOM.
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GOATS CAN SEE ALMOST 360° AROUND THEM.
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ARMADILLOS CAN’T KEEP THEMSELVES WARM AND FORM GROUPS WHEN THE TEMPERATURE DROPS.
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A FEMALE FISHER CAN BE PREGNANT FOR 350 DAYS IN A YEAR.
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ELEPHANT BABIES SUCK ON THEIR TRUNKS THE WAY HUMAN BABIES SUCK ON THEIR THUMBS.
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A FEMALE BLACK BEAR CAN HIBERNATE UP TO EIGHT MONTHS.
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GROUNDHOG DAY WAS HEDGEHOG DAY UNTIL THE 1800’S.
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PREGNANT POLAR BEARS GAIN 500 POUNDS
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GUACAMOLE IS EXTREMELY POISONOUS TO HAMSTERS.
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MALE LIONS EAT FIRST AND MAKE THE WOMEN AND CHILDREN EAT LAST.
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PANDAS DON’T HAVE SET SLEEPING AREAS THEY JUST FALL ASLEEP WHEREVER THEY ARE.
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COWS PRODUCE THE MOST MILK WHEN THEY LISTEN TO R.E.M.’S “EVERYBODY HURTS.”
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MOOSE EAT FOR 8 HOURS A DAY.
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MICE CAN SENSE SADNESS IN OTHER MICE AND IT MAKES THEM SAD TOO.
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HYRAXES HAVE 30 DIFFERENT CALLS.
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