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Kick-Off


And here he comes,


emerging through the tunnel


to the roar of the crowd,


striding out to the centre circle,


where he sits down at his desk.


He does a few keepy-ups with his pen


to keep the nerves at bay,


and then come the handshakes –


with the cat, the reader –


as the coin is flipped high,


twisting and turning in the air,


spinning gold. An exchange of nods,


the blow of a whistle,


he turns the page over


and he’s off!
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