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CHAPTER 1


THE 26-STOREY TREEHOUSE




[image: Andy hangs from a swing.]


Hi, my name is Andy.







This is my friend Terry.


[image: Terry sits in a lawn chair and reads a comic book.]







We live in a tree.


[image: A path leads to the door of a treehouse.]





Well, when I say ‘tree’, I mean treehouse. And when I say ‘treehouse’, I don’t just mean any old treehouse—I mean a 26-storey treehouse! (It used to be a 13-storey treehouse, but we’ve added another 13 storeys.)


So what are you waiting for?


Come on up!


[image: A set of stairs leads up to the treehouse. Signs point upwards along the stairs at each landing.]


[image: A view of the 26-Storey Treehouse with an anti-gravity chamber, a skate ramp, Andy’s bedroom, a tattoo studio with an automatic tattoo machine, an emergency entrance to a secret underground laboratory, an ice-skating pond and a dodgem car rink. ]




We’ve added a dodgem car rink,


[image: Andy’s car and Terry’s car crash and smash at the Dodgem car rink.]







a skate ramp (with a crocodile-pit hazard),


[image: Andy watches as Terry skateboards down a ramp and falls into a pit of crocodiles.]







a mud-fighting arena,


[image: Animals sit in stands and cheer as two people fight each other in an arena of mud.]







an anti-gravity chamber,


[image: Andy, Terry, Jill and Jill’s cat float in the anti-gravity chamber. Andy’s money falls out of his pockets and Terry picks them up. Andy says ‘Nooo! My money!’ Terry says ‘Thanks for the tips, Andy.’]







an ice-skating pond (with real live ice-skating penguins),


[image: Penguins ice-skate in an ice-skating pond.]







a recording studio,


[image: Penguins adjust the buttons and knobs on a console, while Andy plays the guitar and Terry sits on a stool and plays the triangle in the studio.]







a mechanical bull called Kevin,


[image: Andy struggles to sit in a mechanical bull and says ‘Turn it off!’ Terry pushes the lever to maximum and says ‘Did you say: Turn it up?’]







an ATM (that’s an Automatic Tattoo Machine, in case you didn’t know),


[image: Andy and Terry lie on tattoo beds. A skull with crossbones is being tattooed on Andy’s chest by ATM, while the phrase ‘I heart penguins’ is being tattooed on Terry’s chest.]







an ice-cream parlour with seventy-eight flavours, run by an ice-cream serving robot called Edward Scooperhands,


[image: Andy and Terry stand at the counter of an ice cream shop and take the ice cream served by a robot. There are multiple flavours and toppings, ranging from normal to weird.]







and the Maze of Doom—a maze so complicated that nobody who has gone in has ever come out again.


[image: A penguin stands at the entrance of the Maze of Doom. He says ‘Penguin bros... where are you?’ Penguins inside the maze say ‘Help!’ ‘I’m lost’ and ‘Fish.’ Signs outside the maze read ‘Are you crazy! Hazard. Enter at own risk. Certain death ahead.’]





[image: Penguins are lost in the Maze of Doom. They call for help, curse their GPS, are confused and ask for fish.]




As well as being our home, the treehouse is also where we make books together. I write the words and Terry draws the pictures.


[image: Andy sits at a table and writes on his computer. Terry hangs from a swing and makes a drawing on a long strip of paper.]







As you can see, we’ve been doing this for quite a while now.


[image: Andy stands on top of a ladder and places a book titled ‘The 13-Storey Treehouse’ on a pile of books. Terry holds the ladder unsteadily and watches a possum walking by and laughing. Andy says ‘Hold the ladder steady!!’ Terry thinks ‘Stupid possum.’]







Sure, Terry can be a bit annoying at times . . .


[image: Terry dreams of Andy walking through a door that has a bucket of water on top. As Andy enters the door, the bucket falls on his head and Terry laughs. An angry Andy chases a terrified Terry with the statue of a flamingo.]





[image: Terry hangs from a rope and refuses to come down. An angry Andy uses a flamethrower and burns the rope. The rope snaps and Terry falls on Andy. They both break bones.]




but mostly we get on pretty well.


[image: Andy and Terry wear slings and casts and have scars. They put their arms around one another.]












CHAPTER 2


THE STORY OF HOW WE MET


[image: Andy speaks.]


If you’re like most of our readers, you’re probably wondering how Terry and I met. Well, it’s a long story, but it’s a pretty exciting one and it starts like this . . .


[image: Andy talks about a city with tall skyscrapers.]


[image: Andy talks about a tall tower in a city with tall skyscrapers.]


[image: Andy talks about a boy living in the top apartment of the tall tower.]


RING! RING!


RING! RING!


RING! RING!


Excuse me for a minute. That’s our video phone.


I’d better answer it. It’s probably Mr Big Nose, our publisher.


[image: Andy speaks to Mister Big Nose on their video phone.]


Yep, I was right. It’s Mr Big Nose. Nobody else in the world has a nose that big.


[image: Andy looks at Mister Big Nose on the screen of their video phone with a terrified expression.]


‘What took you so long?’ he says. ‘I’m a busy man, you know!’


‘But it was only six rings,’ I say.


‘Don’t argue!’ he says. ‘I’m a busy man—I don’t have time to argue. How’s the new book going?’


‘So far, so good,’ I say. ‘I’m telling the story of how Terry and I met.’


‘Great idea!’ says Mr Big Nose. ‘How did you two clowns meet, anyway?’


‘Well, it’s a long story,’ I say, ‘but it’s a pretty exciting one, and—’


‘I don’t have time to listen to long stories,’ says Mr Big Nose. ‘Save it for the book. Just make sure it’s on my desk by next Friday!’


The screen goes blank.


[image: The blank screen of the video phone.]


Friday?


But that’s only next week!


That doesn’t leave much time. I’d better get moving. Now, where was I? Let me see . . .


[image: Andy thinks with an anxious expression.]


[image: Andy talks about a big city in a faraway land with tall skyscrapers and a tall tower.]


[image: Andy talks about a boy living in the top apartment of the tall tower.]


‘Andy!’ says Terry, bursting into the kitchen. ‘We’ve got a problem!’


[image: Terry bursts into the kitchen and talks to Andy in panic. Andy holds his hand up.]


‘What sort of problem?’ I say.


‘The sharks are sick!’


‘What’s the matter with them?’


‘They ate my underpants!’









CHAPTER 3


WHY THE SHARKS ATE TERRY’S UNDERPANTS


[image: Andy looks confused.]


I look at Terry for a minute as I try to understand what he just said.


‘I’m sorry,’ I say, ‘I must have misheard you. It sounded like you said the sharks ate your underpants.’


‘I did say that!’ says Terry. ‘And now the sharks are really sick! They’re just lying on the bottom of the tank not moving.’


‘But why did they eat your underpants?’ I say. ‘I mean, how did they even get them?’


[image: Terry dangles a dummy on top of the shark tank. The sharks jumped up towards the dummy, churning the water of the tank.]


‘Well,’ he says, ‘I came up with the idea of using the shark tank to wash my underpants. I dangled a dummy over the top of the water and the sharks thought it was a real person, and were jumping all around trying to bite it, and that churned up the water—you know, like in a washing machine.


‘So then I put my underpants on the end of a stick and lowered them into the water.


[image: Terry lowers a stick into the tank. His underpants are on the end of the stick. The sharks jump towards his underpants.]


‘But the sharks were jumping around so much they knocked the underpants off the stick and then they ate them. Now the sharks are just lying on the bottom of the tank and they’ve gone a weird green colour!’


[image: The sharks are at the bottom of the tank and are green.]


You know, Terry has done some dumb things in the past but this has got to be the dumbest ever!


[image: The top 5 dumbest things Terry has ever done are put lots of jelly crystals in the penguin bath and ride his horse along the beach and past the sign that read, Danger: Quicksand.]


[image: The top 3 dumbest things Terry has ever done are going rowing with his elephant friend, resulting in sinking to the bottom of the river, taking his boa constrictor to a move and trying to wash his underpants in the shark tank.]


‘What are we going to do, Andy?’ says Terry.


‘I’m not sure,’ I say. ‘If only we knew somebody who loves animals and knows all about them and lives close by so they could get here in a hurry.’


‘Yeah,’ says Terry, ‘somebody like Jill.’


‘Yeah,’ I say, ‘somebody exactly like Jill.’


‘Hey, I know!’ says Terry. ‘Why don’t we call Jill?’


‘Great idea!’ I say.


[image: Andy and Terry jump in joy. A penguin between them says ‘Fish.’]


In case you don’t know who Jill is, she’s our neighbour. She lives just on the other side of the forest and she loves animals and knows all about them. She’s got two dogs, a goat, three horses, four goldfish, one cow, six rabbits, two guinea pigs, one camel, one donkey and thirteen flying cats.
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