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  To my friend Jessica Cobb, who does the research for the Weird World of Wonders books. She’s just about to have a baby girl, who will probably be as

  clever as she is. This is great for me, because by the time the baby’s two she’s bound to be able to read and write, and I’ll get her to do all my research instead of Jess; and I

  won’t have to pay her, I’ll just give her penny sweets and little cartons of juice. It’ll save me loads of money! Thanks, Jess.




   




  To Mum and Dad Not many of us know what it’s like to be in a war, particularly one that could end with our country being taken over by a cruel and racist

  dictator. But my mum and dad’s generation spent six years of their lives in the fight against Hitler, and if it wasn’t for them Britain would be a horrible place to live in. We owe them

  a huge debt of gratitude. So thanks Mum, thanks Dad, and sorry I was a little monster sometimes.




  



  




  Hello, we’re the Curiosity Crew. You’ll probably spot us hanging about in this book checking stuff out.




  It’s about wheelbarrows full of money and things that go bang. It’s about friends and enemies, and standing up to bullies. It’s also about moustaches, secret

  codes and plenty more besides!




  Read on to find out . . .
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  In 1914 the biggest war ever broke out across the world – millions of people were killed or injured.
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  It was a war so big it was called ‘The Great War’.




  . . . And it dragged on for four muddy, bloody and brutal years. When it finally ended everyone breathed a huge sigh of relief, safe in the knowledge that nothing so horrible

  would be allowed to happen ever again.




  Phew!!!
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  Everyone went back to their everyday lives.




  Films, which until then had been silent and in black-and-white, now had sound and colour!




  Girls cut their hair into bobs, wore short flappy dresses, and did a crazy dance called the Charleston.
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  People drove cars and travelled by plane, and visited places they’d never been to before.




  Inventors came up with thousands of crazy inventions like the ballpoint pen and the chocolate chip cookie.
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  Jazz records sold by the thousand and went to the top of the charts.




  Then suddenly . . . EVERYBODY DUCK!




  . . . this happened.




  Germany invaded Poland.




  It happened at 4.40 a.m. on 1 September 1939 while most people were still tucked up in bed asleep. Planes appeared overhead and started dropping bombs. (The Poles soon woke up

  – there’s nothing like earth-shattering explosions to get you going in the morning.) More than a million German soldiers flooded across the Polish border, armed with a frightening array

  of state-of-the-art weapons and supported by tanks and aircraft. The Germans called this attack . . .
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  Nobody had ever seen anything like it!
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  They moved lightning-fast, capturing towns and cities, executing anyone who stood in their way. Wave after wave of planes destroyed railways and roads, and gunned down people

  who tried to run off. There was total chaos.




  ‘Oi,’ said Britain and France, ‘this is no way to behave! Back off!’ And they declared war on Germany.




  World War Two had begun, and it would turn out to be even bigger and deadlier than the Great War.
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  World War Two involved 61 countries and more than 100 million fighting men! It went on for six years and by the time it was over a colossal 70 million people had died.




  So what was it all about? Why did Germany invade Poland, and what happened next?
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  So what made the Germans start World War Two? It’s not like they just woke up one morning and said to one another, ‘Hey, I’ve got

  a really crazy idea. Let’s invade Poland!’
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      HITLER THE CRY BABY




      Among the thousands of German men who had fought in World War One was a weirdly weird weirdo with a crazy gleam in his eyes. His name was Adolf Hitler.




      He loved being a soldier. He used to volunteer for all the mad, dangerous jobs like running between the trenches with messages while dodging falling bombs. Several times he

      narrowly escaped being blown to bits.




      He won lots of medals for bravery, but his fellow soldiers, who were fed up with the rotten food, the muddy trenches and being shot at every day, thought he was a nutter.

      They fancied going home, but Adolf told them that anyone who wanted to bottle out was a traitor.




      When his beloved Germany finally surrendered, Hitler was gutted. In fact he was so upset he cried for days.


    


  




  It had all started twenty years earlier at the end of the Great War. The Germans had lost, and they weren’t at all happy about it. The trouble was that the countries

  which won (like America, Britain and France) wanted them to pay for all the damage that had been done (which was A LOT – the total bill came to £22,000,000,000. War isn’t

  cheap!).




  The Germans were bewildered and angry. They had thought they were going to win. They HAD been winning in the beginning. And now they were supposed to pay back all this money.

  How unfair can you get!
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  THE WHOLE WORLD GETS DEPRESSED




  While the Germans were moaning about how badly they were being treated, everyone else was busy celebrating the end of the war, spending money on jazz records, cars, and

  chocolate chip cookies.
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  But then suddenly in 1929 the whole world went bust! Banks and businesses closed, people lost their jobs because there was no money to pay their wages, and families

  couldn’t afford food or heating.




  Life may have been bad everywhere else, but in Germany, they had to pay off their colossal debt too. For ordinary Germans things were truly desperate!




   




  

    

      MONEY IN A WHEELBARROW




      Imagine if you had a machine that could print money – just of all the things you could buy!
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      But believe it or not, it’s possible to have too much of the stuff. In Germany in the early 1920s, the government printed more and more paper notes to try and make up

      for the lack of money.




      Soon there were banknotes everywhere! So many were printed that they became almost worthless. You had to fill a wheelbarrow with banknotes to buy a loaf of bread!




      Sometimes a robber would nick the wheelbarrow and leave the money on the ground because it wasn’t worth anything. Lots of people gave the contents of their wallets to

      their children to play with, or made kites out of all the different-coloured notes!
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  What could the Germans do to get out of this mess? They didn’t have anything to eat and the future looked grim.




  The politicians weren’t any help. They just argued with each other all the time. People thought they needed somebody to sort things out for them – someone who could

  make Germany rich and successful again . . .
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  NASTY NAZIS




  By now Hitler was the leader of a bunch of people called the ‘Nationalist Socialist German Workers Party’ (or ‘Nazis’ for short) who were all very upset

  about losing the war. Hitler said Germany would have won if CERTAIN PEOPLE hadn’t sabotaged the war effort. And if Germany hadn’t lost the war, the German people wouldn’t have

  owed 22 billion pounds. And if they didn’t owe 22 billion pounds they’d be rich and happy. And who do you think the CERTAIN PEOPLE were that Hitler was on about?




  The Army Generals . . . for coming up with terrible battle plans and sending soldiers to their deaths?




  The Politicians . . . for starting the war in the first place but not giving the soldiers enough weapons?




  The German soldiers . . . for losing the will to fight and not being able to beat the enemy?




  The Jews . . . for, urn . . .being Jewish?




  The answer is – he blamed them all . . . but particularly the Jews!
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  I BLAME THE JEWS BECAUSE I’M DUMB




  The Jewish religion has been around for thousands of years; it’s even older than other big religions like Christianity and Islam.




  Lots of Jews have special customs like going to synagogue (a place of worship), wearing symbolic clothing (like a little cap called a ‘Kippah’), living together in

  one community, and speaking a special language called Hebrew.




  All in all, pretty harmless stuff. Yet throughout history Jewish people have been blamed when things go wrong.




  Why?




  It’s probably because people can be stupid and often like blaming other folk for their problems, and as Jews are often seen as ‘different’, they’re an

  easy target.
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  Hitler made rabble-rousing speeches about what the Jews had done to his beloved country. He ranted and raved, rocked from side to side, his eyes bulging, his hands waving, his

  voice getting louder and louder, and with sweat pouring off him.




  He was as mad as a box of frogs but he was very good at making speeches, and people grew to believe he could make Germany great again. By 1933 the Nazi Party had 800,000

  members, and Hitler was so popular he was made the ruler of Germany!




   




  

    

      GOOD LUCK, BAD LUCK




      Before Hitler came to power, the ‘swastika’ was a friendly little symbol which meant ‘good luck’. But he turned it into something evil. If you wore

      it, it meant you were a Nazi. Most grown-ups still get upset by it.


    


  




  HEIL HITLER!




  The Nazi Party became Hitler’s own army. Its members wore special military-style uniforms, and had badges with special crosses on them called ‘swastikas’.




  Nazis marched about swinging their arms and legs (this was called ‘goose-stepping’), and used a special salute, shooting their right arm straight up in the air and

  shouting ‘Heil Hitler!’
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  It looked pretty daft but you didn’t want to laugh at the Nazis (at least not to their faces), because if you did, they’d beat you up. They thumped anyone they

  didn’t like. After Hitler became leader, they marched through the cities of Germany beating up Jews and setting fire to their synagogues.
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      THINGS JEWISH PEOPLE WERE NOT ALLOWED TO DO IN NAZI GERMANY




      As soon as they came to power, the Nazis started introducing lots of laws that banned Jewish people from doing certain things, like:




      [image: ] Marrying anyone who wasn’t Jewish




      [image: ] Teaching




      [image: ] Working for the government




      [image: ] Being a lawyer or a doctor




      [image: ] Playing in public parks




      [image: ] Travelling on buses and trains




      [image: ] Driving




      [image: ] Renting a house




      [image: ] Going to school




      [image: ] Owning a business




      [image: ] Swimming in public swimming pools




      [image: ] Being German!




       




       




      THINGS THAT JEWISH PEOPLE WERE ALLOWED TO DO IN NAZI GERMANY




      Ermmm . . .




      [image: ] . . . Just about nothing!
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