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THIS IS JUST TO SAY


I have eaten


the plums


that were in


the icebox


and which


you were probably


saving


for breakfast


Forgive me


they were delicious


so sweet


and so cold


William Carlos Williams
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WHEN I LOOK AT YOU




Hey Claire-Bear,


milk


apples


bananas


avocados


onions


potatoes


tomatoes


mushrooms


carrots and rabbit food for Peter


ground beef


bread


juice – you choose


If you can carry any more, get a chicken and two cans of beans. Don’t worry if you can’t, I can try and pick these up tomorrow.


Love,


Mom


Money on the counter. Don’t forget your key!






Mom,


I bought everything on the list except the chicken and the beans. It was FREEZING outside and carrying the bags back I thought my fingers were going to fall off. I NEED new gloves. We should go to the store again this Saturday – you aren’t working this weekend, are you?


Hope you had a good day???


C




I made spaghetti bolognaise for when you get in.


Love,


Mom






I’m running out the door. I’m on call this weekend.


Sorry.


Love,


Mom






I’m going to spend the night at Emma’s.


You seemed a bit tired last night, Mom.


I hope you’re not working too hard???


See you tomorrow.


xox


C


Don’t worry, I have my key.






If you get time, could you stop and get a chicken?


I’ll cook a Sunday roast tonight.


Love,


Mom






After STARVING TO DEATH FOR AGES I made a chicken thing using a recipe off the Internet. I put the leftovers in the 



fridge. I waited for you but I figured you weren’t EVER going to get back so I just put clingwrap on it. Emma NEVER has to cook for 



her mom.


I’m going to school early tomorrow so I won’t see you. Emma’s mom is giving us a ride, she 



took pity on us with the SNOW. Then I’m babysitting tomorrow night, to make some money so I can buy some of the things I NEED. 



Like GLOVES. So my hands don’t FALL OFF in the COLD!!!!


Why don’t you get a cellphone, then at least I could call you????!!!!!!!!


Claire






Dear Claire-Bear,


I had a stressful weekend. It would be nice to come home and not be made to feel guilty.


I hope school was interesting. There’s some of the chicken (which was very good, by the way) left over. See you 



for breakfast. I want to talk to you about something.


Love you,


Mom


I left some money for gloves on the counter.






Claire-Bear,


I had to go. One of my patients delivered two and a half months early. January is a horrible month to have a preemie . . 



.


When’s your presentation? Isn’t it coming up soon?


Let’s do something tonight. I feel like I haven’t seen you for days.


Love you,


Mom


Could you get some more apples?






Hi Mom!


I can’t do tonight. I have to go to Emma’s to study. James is coming too and we’re all 



working on the presentation for tomorrow.


I made some pasta with a cheese sauce so there’s no milk left. I didn’t get apples yet.


Hope work was fun. How’s last night’s baby?


Claire






Could you leave me 10 dollars, Mom?






Hey Claire-Bear,


I picked us up some milk and some more bread.


There’s more fruit and veg too. Including apples.


Thanks for the macaroni cheese – very good. You’re a better cook than I am now.


I’m booking you for breakfast on Saturday. I have to talk to you.


What’s the money for?


Mom






Hey Claire-Bear,


Nice to see you last night, if only for a minute. You seemed all grown up when you left. I forget sometimes that 



you’re only fifteen.


I’m sorry: I realize just now that I forgot to ask how your presentation went.


I’ll be at work later tonight. Dr Goodman is away and we’re all working three times as hard, it 



seems.


Is Saturday still good for you? We do need to talk properly.


I love you, sweetheart.


Mom






Claire,


Peter’s cage needs cleaning. Poor rabbit.


Love,


Mom






Hi Mom!


I got an A!


C






Well done, darling! That’s terrific. Was it an important presentation?






MOM!


It was really important. If I EVER saw you I’d be able to tell you stuff like that. I can’t believe you had to 



ask.


I’m not coming home until late tonight. Emma’s parents asked me for dinner. I might stay over if it 



keeps snowing. I’ll call to check with you. Tomorrow night I’m babysitting again.


Claire






Well, Claire, now I feel like a terrible mother. Why don’t we try and have a regular night where we talk about 



everything you’ve been doing at school. We used to do that, remember?


See you Saturday, we’ll talk properly then.


Mom






Claire-Bear, I can’t make breakfast Saturday. Let’s try for Sunday night.


Could you pick me up some of my moisturizer if you have a minute? I’m all out.


Your father phoned last night. He said to call him.


Love,


Mom






Hi Mom,


I’m studying at Emma’s for my test. You forgot my allowance. AGAIN.


C






What did you decide about Sunday night?


Love,


Mom






MOM!


PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE PUT MY ALLOWANCE OUT!!!!






Hi MOM!


(Who I never


see any more EVER!)


It’s Emma’s birthday on Sunday so I’m going to be at her place. I was going to stay at hers 



tonight too, but Dad asked me to come over so I’m staying at his. He sounded down about something. Any ideas?


I got you a jar of moisturizer. Hope it’s the one you like. I think it is, but the store is full of different ones and I 



couldn’t remember. I thought yours was in a white jar, but this one has the right name on a yellow jar. Have they changed it? You need 



to leave me money next time you want something. Unless you want to increase my allowance . . .


Hope you’re OK. You said you wanted to talk to me. Maybe I’ll get back from Emma’s in time 



for dinner on Sunday night.


C






Hey Claire-Bear,


How was the weekend with your father? I hope he was more cheerful in person than on the phone. Maybe work is 



stressing him out. He used to get stressed out about work a lot, but who am I to know?


And how was Emma’s birthday?


Claire, honey, I’ve got a doctor’s appointment today. I’ve been trying to tell you. It’s 



nothing to worry about, but I would feel strange if you didn’t know. I found a lump in my right breast. I finally booked an appointment. I 



wanted to tell you before I went to the doctor’s, but I suppose I haven’t had a chance. I don’t think there’s 



anything to worry about so please don’t think this is more than it is.


I love you, sweetheart.


Mom






Mom!


I can’t believe you’d leave me a note telling me something like this!
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