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For my niece Miles, a human baby
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INTRODUCTION


At the risk of losing all credibility as the author of a book about babies, I want to admit that I don’t remember too much about being a baby. I don’t remember any of it actually. But I do have four younger siblings and grew up with a front row seat to their human childhoods.


By the time my youngest sisters, Drew and Bryn, were born, we all were a bit impatient and taught them sign language, so we could communicate with them before they learned to talk. The two most important signs in their vocabulary were ‘cookie’ and ‘more.’ ‘Cookie!’ my sister Bryn would silently greet us each morning. ‘More cookie,’ Drew would agree, gleefully pushing her fingers into the palm of her hand. It wasn’t hard to be a human baby in our family.


Tiger salamanders also come from large families, but the larvae don’t learn sign language. If they did, they’d find words and phrases like ‘cannibal’ and ‘teeth strong enough to crush bones’ the most useful. I don’t think we even taught my sisters those signs. They weren’t included on the DVD.


The first few years of an animal’s life are almost completely devoid of cookies and instead are a daily adorable fight for survival.


Right now in a quiet and sunny room, a human baby is listening to a Baby Mozart playlist.


And right now on a remote beach on the Galapagos Islands, a newly hatched iguana is running for its life, chased by a dozen adult racer snakes who are nearly starved and will kill and eat anything that moves. The hatchling might be only a few minutes old, but a hungry snake might be the first face it ever sees.


At this moment somewhere else in the world, a human father is babyproofing a kitchen, putting small plastic locks on a drawer that will keep both children and adults from accessing knives.


At this moment in a dark forest full of predators, a rabbit parent is leaving her litter of newborn bunnies alone for the day. Their surroundings are essentially a rabbit haunted house, packed with foxes, wolves, hawks, and inclement weather, and she leaves them with nothing to protect them except her very best wishes.


Right now, a babysitter is pleading with a human baby to take another bite of mashed carrot.


And right now, a meerkat mother is crawling silently into a burrow and quickly eating all six of her rival’s children.


Baby animals might be cuddlier than their adult counterparts, but they’re softer and slower too. They’re an easy target for every bad thing that can happen in an already-difficult animal life. So the next time you enjoy a video of a panda cub sneezing, you’ll know what that panda cub has been through. And the next time you make eye contact with a bird parent, you can give them a respectful nod.


There’s nothing cute about being an animal baby. Except for the animal babies themselves, which are adorable.




BABY MAMMALS
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CATS DON’T RECOGNIZE THEIR GRANDPARENTS.
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DOG PARENTS EAT THEIR SICK CHILDREN.
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50% OF PIGLET FATALITIES ARE A RESULT OF BEING CRUSHED BY THEIR MOTHERS.
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BY AGE TWO, MALE JAGUAR CUBS ARE 50% HEAVIER THAN FEMALES.
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ANTEATERS ARE ALWAYS ONLY CHILDREN.
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NEWBORN ELEPHANTS HAVE NO CONTROL OVER THEIR TRUNKS.
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LITTLE BROWN BAT BABIES CLING TO THEIR PARENTS AS THEY FLY.
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BADGERS DON’T OPEN THEIR EYES FOR THE FIRST SIX WEEKS OF THEIR LIVES.
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ADULT BUSH BABIES’ CALLS SOUND LIKE CRYING HUMAN BABIES.
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WHEN PANDAS GIVE BIRTH TO TWO BABIES, THEY CHOOSE ONE TO RAISE.
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SQUIRRELS MEMORIZE THEIR SIBLINGS’ SCENTS.
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VOLES BEGIN REPRODUCING WHEN THEY’RE ONLY THREE WEEKS OLD.
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BABY HIPPOS WEIGH 100 POUNDS AT BIRTH.
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JACKAL PARENTS THROW UP FOOD TO SEE IF THEIR KIDS WANT IT, AND IF THE KIDS AREN’T INTERESTED, THE PARENTS RE-EAT IT.
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A RABBIT MOTHER AVOIDS SPENDING TOO MUCH TIME AROUND THE NEST SO THAT HER CHILDREN DON’T START TO SMELL LIKE HER.
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GORILLA PARENTS SLEEP WITH THEIR CHILDREN IN A BED OF LEAVES.
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A STRIPED CIVET HELPS ITS PARENTS ON FORAGING TRIPS WHEN IT’S JUST EIGHT DAYS OLD.
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FOALS LEARN TO RUN JUST HOURS AFTER THEY’RE BORN.
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ORANGUTAN MOTHERS NEVER SET THEIR CHILDREN DOWN.
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IN EIGHTEEN MONTHS, TWO RATS AND THEIR OFFSPRING CAN PRODUCE ONE MILLION BABIES.
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BABY PORCUPINES HAVE SHARP QUILLS JUST HOURS AFTER BIRTH.
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MALE PUDÚS DO NOT HELP RAISE THEIR YOUNG.
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LIONS CAN’T ROAR UNTIL THE AGE TWO.
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BABY SHREWS CHEW ON EACH OTHER’S TAILS WHEN THEY’RE AFRAID.
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MULE DEER RESPOND TO BABY SEAL CRIES.
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BABY MALAYAN TAPIRS LOOK LIKE WATERMELONS.
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NINE-BANDED ARMADILLOS ALWAYS GIVE BIRTH TO FOUR INDENTICAL YOUNG.
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NAKED MOLE RATS LET THEIR MORE IMPORTANT SIBLINGS WALK OVER THEM.
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A YOUNG MOOSE HAS TO LEAVE ITS PARENTS WHEN THEY WANT TO HAVE ANOTHER BABY.
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SLOTH PARENTS TEACH THEIR KIDS SPECIFIC TREE PREFERENCES FOR WHERE TO HANG OUT.
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SPOTTED HYENAS ARE BORN WITH FULLY DEVELOPED CANINE TEETH.
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POLAR BEAR MOTHERS ARE TOO BUSY TO EAT FOR EIGHT MONTHS AFTER THEIR CHILDREN ARE BORN.
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BLACK BEARS ARE ALWAYS BORN IN WINTER.
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BABY CAMELS DON’T HAVE HUMPS.
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THE FIRST THING A NEW LANGUR LEADER DOES IS ELIMINATE ALL THE CHILDREN.
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SIBERIAN TIGER MOTHERS CARRY THEIR BABIES BY THEIR NECKS.
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NEWBORN RIVER OTTERS DON’T KNOW HOW TO SWIM, SO THEIR PARENTS DRAG THEM INTO THE WATER TO TEACH THEM.
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AFTER BEING BORN, MEERKAT PUPS DON’T COME ABOVEGROUND FOR THREE WEEKS.
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BABY DEER ARE BORN WITHOUT A SCENT SO THAT THEIR PREDATORS CAN’T SMELL THEM.
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TEENAGE ELEPHANTS OFTEN GROW UP TO HAVE THE SAME SOCIAL PATTERNS AS THEIR MOTHERS.
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