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  The Penguin in Lost Property





    No one will come to claim




  the penguin in lost property




  because she owns herself.




  She is her own penguin




  and no one’s property.




  But she is lost




  and can’t remember




  how she got here.




  Things were fine




  before the incident




  on the ice floe.




  She has vague memories:




  a killer whale circling,




  waves rising, ice rocking, then . . . ?




  She rubs the bump on her head




  with her flipper.




  It’s no good, it’s all a blank.




  She looks around:




  a rubber chicken, a blue backpack.




  ‘Right,’ she says, ‘this won’t do,




  I’ve a life to live




  and nothing’s happening here.’




  She waddles to the platform




  and boards the Eurostar Express.




  Meanwhile, in lost property




  there’s a row




  about looking after lost lost property




  properly.




  And on aisle four,




  a small,




  significant




  and penguin-scented




  space.
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          Hole


 

        

          There is a hole




          In the space around me




          You can’t see it




          But it goes everywhere with me




          It’s Border-collie shaped




          And it doesn’t come when it’s called




          For it’s a hole
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          It’s empty




          And it’s not called Judy




          Roger Stevens




        


      


    


  




  





  The Perk of Being Mrs Wickins’ Cat





    There’s milk and strokes




  and somewhere warm




  to sleep and scratch and think,




  but the perk of being




  Mrs Wickins’ cat




  is the spider in the sink




  The spider’s looking scary




  and kicking up a stink




  So Mrs Wickins calls me. Catch




  the spider in the sink




  Yes, I’m great at catching spiders,




  my claw is lightning fast




  I eat the legs one at a time




  and save the head for last




  There’s milk and strokes




  and somewhere warm




  to sleep and scratch and think,




  but the perk of being




  Mrs Wickins’ cat




  is the spider in the sink




  Roger Stevens










  





  I Am a Dog




    I am a dog




  A barking dog




  A leaping, growling, barking dog




  A wake-in-the-dark, growl-at-an-owl dog




  

      A scary, hairy, growling, yowling, you-can’t-get-past-me dog


 



  I am a dog




  A loving dog




  A loyal, licking, loving dog




  

      A squeeze-me-and-cuddle-me, hug-me-and-snuggle-me dog


  



  I am a dog




  An outdoor sort of dog




  A racing-you, chasing-you, outdoor sort of dog




  

      A stick-chasing, stick-chewing, ball-catching, fun-loving




      Rolling-in-dead-hedgehog-and-fox-poo sort of dog


 



  And in case you’re not sure




  I’m a best-friend, waggy-tail sort of dog




  I’m your sort of dog




  In short, I’m your dog




  Roger Stevens
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