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  As a way of settling a nation’s differences, civil wars are rather handy, but can be a bit dodgy if you happen to get in the way. The Civil War of the 17th century was by

  far the nastiest in Britain’s history* and seems to have acted as a bit of a lesson to all who followEd




  



  Recipe for Civil War




  Take:




  • One cocky king.




  • One fed-up parliament




  • One megalomaniac (look it up) military leader.




  • A whole load of people who insist that their particular way of worshipping God is the only one worth bothering with.




  Stir in a country north of the border, that continually waves its fist at those south of the border.




  Finally, add a Europe desperate to see the English in the deepest trouble possible, and – hey presto! – you have a truly explosive cocktail.




  This magnificent volume attempts to take you through the major whys and wherefores of the English Civil War (and what actually happened) without getting bogged down with all

  the boring bits that teachers always seem to go on about.




  By the way, don’t worry about all those silly comments at the bottom of the pages: it’s just my editor, Susie (Ed for short), trying to make my job more difficult.


*We’ve only had a couple! Ed
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  Throughout this book you’ll notice the same religions – Catholicism, Protestantism, Puritanism, etc. – keep cropping up. Seeing as God was at the centre of

  all the fuss, I reckon it might be a bit helpful to tell the difference (as far as I can work out) between them. I’ll list them all in alphabetical order just in case you think I’ve got

  favourites (I don’t want another civil war on my hands!).
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  Anglicanism




  The Anglican approach was formed by the Church of England during the Protestant (see Protestant) Reformation (see Reformation). It is distinguished by the

  Confession of Faith or the Thirty-Nine Articles of Faith of 1571, and the Liturgy, otherwise known as the book of Common Prayer, of 1559. Anglicanism is still the main religion in England

  today.




  Catholicism




  Originally this meant everyone who believed in Jesus. These days we refer to it as the Roman Catholic church because of the Roman stranglehold on all religion before the

  Reformation (see Reformation). The Pope is the head of the Roman Catholic church, and is seen as God’s Representative On Earth. He is supposed to be directly descended from

  Jesus’s best mate St Peter the Apostle (if you can call a ‘best mate’ someone who denies knowing you three times when the going gets rough).
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  Roman Catholics go a bundle on saints, and tend to pray to saints, who then pass on the message to God. Their churches are full of incense (to help waft the prayers heavenwards), pictures

  (mostly of Jesus’s mum, Mary), lots of gold decoration, etc. Their vicars are called Fathers and wear frillier frocks than the Anglicans.




  Episcopalianism




  An ‘episcopy’ means government by bishops, and when a bunch of Protestant people signed a covenant to get rid of the bishops, the ones that didn’t sign were

  called the Episcopalians. They liked their bishops and so they kept ’em. (The ones that did sign were called the Covenanters, and were mostly Presbyterians. (See

  Presbyterianism.))




  Presbyterianism




  A Protestant (see Protestantism) church associated mostly with Scotland. Presbyterianism means that all the clergy (people who run it) are equal, that there is no

  difference between the priest and his audience (congregation) and that the whole thing is governed by the church elders, rather than by the bishops (see Episcopalianism).




  Protestantism




  Protestant is the name given to the Christians that aren’t Roman Catholic (see Catholicism). A Protestant is someone who at one stage or another gives a solemn

  declaration of his beliefs or convictions (confirmation). He believes that he is only answerable to God and not some big-deal representative of God on Earth (the Pope). What are Protestants

  protesting about? Nobody seems to know. My encyclopedia says, and I quote, that ‘a protest usually contains some negative association, but Protestantism is negative only in its positive

  consent.’ You what? It doesn’t sound that firm a rock to found a whole religion on, but who am I to say?* I think it originally meant that the Protestants were always getting

  their knickers in a twist about the constant infiltration of Roman Catholic habits into their nice plain lives. These habits were referred to as High Church, while the Low Church people like their

  religion plain (no sauce?).




  *Exactly. Ed




  Puritanism




  The title Puritan was the nickname given to a large group of Low Church Protestants, who didn’t think that the Reformation (see Reformation) had gone far enough,

  and that it still kept too much Roman Catholic showmanship and rituals (bells, smells and stuff). They were a very serious bunch who weren’t too happy about anything that looked like it might

  be too much fun. Their clothes, therefore, were very plain, as were all aspects of their lives.




  Reformation*




  Don’t go thinking that the term Reformation actually means reformation, i.e. that it actually reformed something. It should read ‘re-formation’, because

  it represented the huge move in the 16th century to re-form (i.e. rebuild) the Church after the Romans had taken it over. Everyone had had enough of all the rude and corrupt goings-on amongst the

  Roman Catholic nuns and monks, who were using religion as a fab cover for all their dirty dealings.




  *The Reformation is not a religion Ed




  I know – it just seemed like it needed explaining. JF




  Quakers




  Also known as the Society of Friends, they were a group of Protestants who organized their own Church, deciding to do away with all oaths, paid ministers and tithes (demands for

  money). The only other major difference I can identify was that they refused to take off their hats when they met each other. I also reckon the Quakers invented porridge (Quaker Oats, anyone?).
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  To get some idea what the famous Civil War of 1642 was all about, it might be some help to have a look at the chap who caused it. Actually he didn’t actually cause it,

  but it was all the things he did that caused other people to actually cause it. The guys who actually cau—*




  * Please get on with it. Ed




  King Charles I’s Dad




  Little Charles I had quite a happy childhood. His daddy was King James, the first person to be king of England and Scotland at the same time. He’d become the wee kinglet

  of the Scots (James VI) when a mere baby and became boss of them both (James I of England) with the Union of Crowns in 1603 (all described in my jolly good book – Stuarts, available at

  most refined bookshops). James VI was the first of the illustrious Stuart dynasty.
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    Useless Fact No. 871




    When James I – or James VI, whichever you prefer – died, his son Charles, 24 (that’s not Charles the 24th, that’s his

    age), gave him a magnificent funeral, but didn’t seem to care whereabouts in Westminster Abbey his dad was actually buried. James’s body was not found until Victorian times when he

    was discovered sharing a tomb with Henry VII (his great-great-grandad). How cosy! Nobody knows how he got there.


  




  His Mum




  Charles I’s mother was the affectionate and gay (if somewhat stupid) Anne of Denmark. She had lavished all her love and attention on his brother Henry, who just happened

  to be all the things Charles wasn’t – good-looking, caring, brave, dashing, dignified, graceful – a seventeenth-century Prince Charming (in other words – a right

  goody-goody).
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