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What’s a snake’s favourite subject?


Hisstory!




Why did all the cavemen go out at night?


To hit the clubs!
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Which dinosaur had the biggest vocabulary?


The thesaurus.







Why can’t you hear a pterosaur doing a wee?


Because the P is silent.







What do you do when a dinosaur sneezes?


Get out of the way!







What came after the dinosaurs?


Their tails!





Why was the archaeologist sad?


Her career was in ruins.
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VINTAGE JOKE ALERT!


This genuine Ancient Egyptian gag is one of the oldest recorded jokes in the world:








[image: image]












What do you use to clean a pyramid?


Pharaoh liquid.







What do you call a pharaoh who’s only 30 cm tall?


A ruler!
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Pharaohs were so special that you weren’t allowed to touch them – even if you accidentally touched a pharaoh’s crown, you’d be put to death!




Which pharoah played the trumpet?


Tooting-khamun!









Not all pharaohs were men. The mighty Queen Hatshepsut ruled Egypt for fifteen years. But some people must still have had issues about women being rulers, because in order to encourage people to treat her like a man, she dressed in kingly clothes and even wore a fake beard!
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After the Greeks took over Egypt, pharaohs’ names got a lot more boring. When Alexander the Great died, his Empire was divided up. One of his trusted generals, called Ptolemy (pronounced Tol-em-ee), took control of Egypt. He and his descendants are known as the Ptolemies because all the men in the family were called Ptolemy – Ptolemy the first, Ptolemy the second, Ptolemy the third . . . etc., etc., all the way up to Ptolemy the fifteenth!




EGYPTIAN CAT FACTS


(and you thought the internet was crazy about cats . . .)
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■  In 525 BC, Persia attacked the Egyptian city of Pelusium. The Persian king knew how soppy the Egyptians were about cats, so he devised a plan: he ordered his soldiers to collect up loads of them, and just before the Persians charged, he released the moggies in front of his attacking army. Rather than run the risk of hurting the cats, the Egyptians immediately surrendered!
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■  When an Ancient Egyptian pet cat died, its owners showed how sad they were by shaving off their own eyebrows.
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■  Mummified cats were popular in Egypt, but so were other animals. Thousands of wild animals, like crocodiles, snakes and even fish, were mummified as offerings to the gods. You’d pop down to your local temple, pay for an animal to be mummified, and offer it to your favourite god as a kind of gift. A bit like when your pet cat brings you a dead mouse as a present . . . !
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NILE FACTS


The Nile was a very big deal to the Egyptians. It was their farm, their supermarket, their builders yard and their playground. It was useful in all sorts of ways:


■  It watered the crops so there was grain for making bread and beer.


■  People drank and bathed in the water.
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■  Mud from the Nile was used to make bricks for building.


■  Egyptians caught and ate the fish and birds that lived in and around the Nile.


■  The plants that grew on the riverbanks were used to make boats, paper and even linen for clothes.
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Hippos were a danger to anyone working, washing, or swimming in the river. The word ‘hippopotamus’ comes from the Greek for ‘water horse’, although they don’t look much like horses to me.







USES FOR A MUMMY


Since ancient times, people have believed Egyptian mummies have special properties, so they’ve dug them up and used them for all sorts of things . . .


■  MUMMY MEDICINE – Before there were medicines like aspirin and vitamin C, powdered mummy was thought to cure lots of illnesses. In the sixteenth century, King Francis I of France was said to take a dose of powdered mummy with rhubarb every day!
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■  MUMMY PAINT – Artists in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries used a sludgy paint called ‘Egyptian Brown’ – made from powdered mummy bits!


■  MUMMY PARTIES – In the 1840s and 1850s, mummy-unwrapping parties were popular in Europe. People came round to your house to unwrap a mummy, followed by drinks and nibbles.




What do you call a pharaoh who tastes delicious?


A yummy mummy!
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What did Hatshepsut say when she had a nightmare?


I want my mummy!







Why don’t mummies go on holiday?


They don’t want to relax and unwind.







How did some Egyptian writing save a cliff from falling into the sea?


It was hero-cliff-fix!







You remind me of the Sphinx’s face. You mean beautiful and mysterious?


No – ancient and not all there!







What’s a mummy’s favourite music?


Gangster wrap!







EGYPTIAN STYLE TIPS


■  Girls wore their hair in braids, or in pigtails hung with little weights to keep them straight, while boys shaved their heads except for a braided lock, which dangled down one side of their face.
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■  For special occasions, some men and women wore wigs and hair extensions. Wearing a wig was a good way to stay cool – whenever it got too hot, you just took your hair off!
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■  Most people went barefoot, but some had sandals with pictures of their enemy on the soles – so that whenever they wore them they’d be stamping on their foes!


■  They also rubbed their skin with perfumed oil to protect it from the sun and to help keep bugs away – just like we wear sun cream or insect repellent on holiday.


■  They painted bright green or black lines around their eyes, using make-up made from ground-up minerals mixed with oil. They believed this would stop their eyes from becoming infected and would reduce the glare of the sun.
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■  And they hung lucky charms called ‘amulets’ round their necks, ankles or wrists – amulets were precious stones carved in the shape of animals or insects, which they thought would keep away evil spirits.






TOP FIVE EGYPTIAN CURES


Egyptian doctors either had some funny ideas about medicine, or a really crazy sense of humour.


5 Baldness – Rub your head with a mixture of lion fat and various bits from a hippopotamus, crocodile, cat, snake and a big horned goat.


4 Grey Hair – Eat a mouse cooked in oil.


3 Whooping Cough – Eat a mouse roasted to a cinder and ground into a basin of milk.


2 Headache – Dab your head with the skull of a catfish fried in oil.


1 Infertility – Drink a mixture of dried, pounded dung beetles in water.










EGYPTIAN GOD FACTS


■  The God Osiris was killed by his brother Seth and chopped up into little bits – luckily his wife Isis found the bits from all over Egypt and put them back together, and Osiris was OK again.
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■  Tauert, goddess of motherhood, had the head and belly of a pregnant hippo, because hippos were famously fierce mothers.
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■  Sobek, the god of the Nile, had a crocodile’s head.
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■  To be pure enough to serve the gods, priests had to shave all the hair off their heads and bodies, and even pluck out their eyebrows!


■  Priests could put a curse on someone by writing it on a piece of paper and then smashing or burning it.






EGYPTIAN WAR FACTS


■  When the Hyksos invaders arrived in Egypt, the Egyptians were seriously impressed with their wheels. Soon, pharaohs were using Hyksos-style horsedrawn chariots as status symbols as well as in battle. When King Tut died, six chariots were buried in his tomb – including a totally flash gold one.


■  After the Battle of Megiddo (around 1480 BC), the booty taken home by the victorious Egyptian army included 340 prisoners, 2,238 horses, 924 chariots, 200 suits of armour, 1,929 cows, 22,500 sheep, 87 knives, three kettles, and the King of Megiddo’s tent poles.
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ALEXANDER THE GREAT FACTS


■  Alexander the Great thought his own name was so great, he couldn’t stop using it. He founded the new city of Alexandria in Egypt – but he also founded thirteen others with the same name. There were cities named after him in modern-day Turkey, Iraq, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Bulgaria . . .
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■  Alex’s horse had a big head so he called it Bucephalus (= ox-head). Eventually ‘Ox-head’ was killed in a battle. Alexander was gutted, so he founded a new city on the spot and named it Bucephala. The first (and only) city to be named after a horse!
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■  Alexander loved his horse so much that when Bucephalus was stolen, he threatened to destroy the whole country unless the horse was returned, which he promptly was!


■  In India Alexander and his army discovered strange bendy yellow fruit growing on tall trees and they tasted delicious. In fact they were so yummy that the Greeks brought a load of them back home. So it’s Alexander the Great that we have to thank for the banana!
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