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[image: ] OFF WE GO!





  If you’ve had the great good fortune to have read some of my other books in this series, you will probably have realized (unless you’re a bit daft*) that they only

  deal with things that happened in the past. Having studied millions of years of history and written more than a dozen books covering our exotic past, I thought it would be a bit of a laugh to have

  a go at the Future. Let’s face it, for once in my life, what I think about a subject is pretty much as good as what anyone else thinks. The best bit is that my editor (she’s the

  one called Ed who writes all those nit-picking comments at the bottom of the pages) won’t be able to have a go at me for lack of accuracy!
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  *Which they must be to have read any of your other books. Ed




  The Future’s in the Past




  The safest way of guessing what is going to happen in the future is to look a bit closer at what’s gone on in the past. If, like me, you believe that one thing leads to

  another, you will realize that just about everything on this earth has developed from something else. When an early ape, for instance, worked out that hitting his mate with a lump of wood had far

  more effect than just using his bare hands, he was well on the way to inventing not only the first weapon, but also the first tool (and his first enemy?).




  Counting on the Future




  When the Egyptians thought up the bead abacus (for counting) in 500 BC, they little realized they had started a ball rolling (or should that be bead sliding) that would

  eventually lead to the mechanical calculator. In 1834 when Charles Babbage introduced his Analytical Machine, he had stumbled on the first principles of the computer. But it took until 1951

  for the first commercial computer, the Univac 1, to go on sale in the States.




  The computer, without any doubt, has been the greatest invention since the hula-hoop* and is the only tool which is capable of designing bigger and better versions of itself. It is used in

  practically everything we manufacture today. Scary as it may seem, computers are meddling in just about every aspect of our lives.
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  * I think you mean the wheel. Ed




  Iffy Internet




  The world-wide Internet is a sort of communications mutant that doubles its size every year, and in the year 2000 there will be no less than 2,000 million computers yapping away

  to each other. This will have repercussions far outside just the stuff mentioned in this book. It will transform the very centre of our society and its culture.




  It’s the old people I feel sorry for. Let’s face it, an oldie in his eighties today was born into a world of no radio, no television, no plane travel, and even no McDonald’s.

  No wonder most of them roll their eyes at the mere mention of the Internet.




  Revolution Ahoy!




  Ever since the first man/monkey swung down from the trees and gave ‘being civilized’ his best shot, there have been three major stages in his development:*




  [image: ] The Agrarian Revolution




  The first was the Agrarian (agricultural) Revolution, when man realized that, with a little forethought, he wouldn’t have to go hunting and gathering every single day to

  make sure of a ready supply of grub.




  

    [image: ]


  




  [image: ] The Industrial Revolution




  Then, thousands of years later and only a couple of centuries ago (just three average lifetimes), man discovered that he could actually make machines do his dirty work

  for him. Even now, as we lurch into the next millennium, the effects of this Industrial Revolution continue to create a huge split in the world between those societies that have been through it

  (like us), and those poor beggars who are still waiting for it to happen. Many believe that all the problems in the world today are caused by the conflicts between those that are

  industrialized and those that ain’t. In other words – the Haves and the Have Nots.




  [image: ] The Revolution with No Name




  But while the majority of the world is waiting to be brought even slightly up to date, the rest of us – America, Europe, Japan, etc. – have left the Industrial

  Revolution well behind and are diving headlong into a new one, a thousand times mightier and a million trillion zillion times more exciting than anything that has gone before. As yet, this

  revolution hasn’t got a name – as names are usually given to things after they’ve happened** – but just because it’s got no name doesn’t mean that it’s not

  very, very real.
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  * A touch simple, don’t you think? Ed




  ** How about the Technological Revolution? Ed




  The Future




  You will notice that in this book, at the beginning of each chapter, I will tend to talk about what we already know about a particular subject. This is then followed by advances

  that are already being planned. At the end of each chapter, in the part called Farman’s Fantasy Future, I go a bit mad – describing how I personally reckon that the future might

  go. If it actually happens, please don’t blame me. If it doesn’t, please don’t blame me either.
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[image: ] Chapter 1





  
[image: ] THE END OF THE WORLD?





  Before we get into the future, let’s see if we’ve even got one. Some would say that if you’ve got anything big planned, you should probably drop everything

  right now and get on with it. They’re the ones that believe the predictions of head prophet Nostradamus. This clever old Frenchman reckoned that the events leading to Armageddon (or

  the End of the World) were due to start in – wait for it – 1999, with a horrendous 27-year World War. This is a trifle worrying, as Nostradamus also seems to have predicted (rather

  successfully):




  [image: ] the French Revolution (right down to the year)




  [image: ] the rise of Napoleon (and how long he would rule)




  [image: ] the discovery of electricity and radio waves




  [image: ] man’s landing on the moon




  [image: ] the Second World War (again with dates)




  [image: ] the time and manner of his own death . . .




  . . . and a whole load of other stuff – all this back in . . . 1557!




  Don’t Panic!




  But before you get too worked up about all this End-of-the-World talk and start being nice to your brothers and sisters and confessing to all the bad things you’ve done in

  your life (like putting the goldfish in the freezer – don’t!), it might be just worth considering that Christians have already predicted the End of the World in AD 996, 1186, 1553,

  1665, 1866, 1931, 1945, 1954, 1960, 1965, 1967 and 1994. The Moslems, on the other hand, were convinced that life would end on the day the first man walked on the moon (which would have been 1969).

  I don’t know about you, but looking around, I think they should all be feeling a bit silly.




  

    

      Useless Fact No. 1050




      In 4500 BC the Great Flood, as described in the Bible, was supposed to have ended the world by killing everyone off. God, who was a trifle miffed with

      the human race, made it rain for 40 days and 40 nights, drowning everything apart from this rather creepy old geezer called Noah, his family, and two of every kind of animal. Presumably God

      never had anything against fish – since a flood wasn’t exactly gonna drown them.
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  Anyway, old Nostradamus wasn’t all doom and gloom. He also predicted that after this frightful War To End All Wars (from 1999 to 2026) there’d be a thousand

  years of peace – but it wouldn’t be much use to us lot (as we’d probably be dead). Mind you, after that particular thousand years things wouldn’t be that much fun as,

  according to him, in the year 3755 a load of asteroids will hit the earth, covering the surface with fire. Then, 40-odd years after that, the game will be up completely, when the poor old earth

  will be totally consumed by the sun. So don’t plan anything in about 1,800 years’ time that you can’t get out of.




  On the Other Hand




  If none of the End of the World dates mentioned so far grab you, you could always try one of the following (or just make up your own).
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