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  To Evan: This is for you, “Bert Candyman.”


  
    Gaudeamus igitur, etiamsi juvenes non sumus.

  


  FOREWORD


  At a recent World Science Fiction Convention, a distinguished writer in the field got up before an audience of several thousand readers, fans, and writers and declared that science fiction and science fact have finally converged. We live in such amazing times, he said, that there are no ideas left to speculate upon. Science fiction writers have run out of things to wonder at …


  And I sat there and thought: Twaddle! And I recalled nothing so much as those smug natural scientists of the late nineteenth century who were convinced that everything that could be discovered, had been discovered. It’s certainly true that the marvels of yesteryear may seem tame today. In the nineteentwenties and thirties, space travel was incredible Buck Rogers stuff; in the forties we were agog at the wonders of atomic energy and computers; the fifties began a period of anthropologic- al and social speculation; the sixties and seventies went out on a limb with ecology — and every kind of disaster scenario and dystopia conceivable. And now we are well into the eighties with science fiction more popular than it has ever been; and to me, at least, it seems that never have we had such a fund of rich speculation to draw upon. No ideas left? What world is that SF writer of little faith inhabiting? There are ideas galore both in the “hard sciences” and in psychology, sociology, and the other more human-oriented studies. And thus it will always be. Science fiction will never run out of things to wonder about until the human race ceases to use its brain.


  In a way, this Pliocene Companion is a rebuttal to anyone who maintains that science fiction’s sense of wonder has decayed. In it, and especially in the Glossary, I expand on some of the extrapolation I used in my Pliocene Quartet. My Saga is primarily a piece of entertainment and its content is fantastic — but not necessarily fanciful. I write science fiction, not tales of sorcery and magic; and even my most improbable-sounding plot devices have a basis in science. The Glossary, and above all the Bibliography, will give you hints and jumping-off points into the wilder regions of scientific speculation. And if you think the Pliocene Saga was strange, try some of the nonfictional conjecture that’s being published nowadays — then decide for yourself whether or not all the ideas have been used up.


  In addition to being an imaginative key, this Companion also serves as a handy guide to the admittedly Byzantine complexities of the Saga. I wrote the Pliocene Quartet in the format of a historical novel, with a cast of hundreds and politics that are rather realistic, for all their gaudy metapsychic trappings; and a historical novel demands that you immerse yourself in its world, which takes effort. Though it is possible to skim along the surface, catching the adventures and laughs on the fly, many readers have told me that they enjoyed reading the books more than once, finding something new each time. This Companion is particularly useful the second time around; I have tried not to give away plot elements in it … but let the reader be warned that it is best to read this little book after completing the Saga for the first time, unless you intend to use the Glossary and Name Index merely to refresh your memory when you forget who So-and-So is, who appeared briefly in Many-Colored Land, then popped up again in Nonborn.


  This Companion shows you what Ocala Island looked like, and the schooner Kyllikki, and the weird tug-of-war machine used in the Grand Tourney. It has entries on the Pliocene rivers and other natural features, sometimes giving modern analogs. Did the jargon of metapsychology seem almost but not quite coherent the first time you read about it? Go to the Glossary, where more complete explanations of esoterica are given. Although I tried to demonstrate metapsychology at work, so that by the time you finished the fourth book you’d have a fair idea of how the higher mentalities functioned, it was not possible to do as the writers did in Hugo Gernsback’s day — simply stop the action and give a lecture each time a new concept was introduced. The Glossary has many definitions and some small essays on key metapsychic speculations. The dynamic-field theory is dealt with as well as I can in the Glossary; but since I am a rotten mathematician, I fear that the explication is thin gruel. What I’d really like is for some of the more learned among you to write and tell me what it’s all about …


  Other essays in the Companion are frankly written for fun, and the three interviews may give you some notion of the kind of person I am and why I wrote these very peculiar books in the first place.


  
    J.M.

  


  A GLOSSARY, NAME INDEX, AND GAZETTEER TO THE SAGA OF PLIOCENE EXILE, WITH PRONUNCIATION GUIDE


  
    

  


  Abaddon (uh-BAH-dun), name applied to Marc Remillard by his human opponents during the Metapsychic Rebellion, deriving from Revelation 9:11. “They [locustlike destructive monsters] have a king ruling over them, who is the angel in charge of the abyss. His name in Hebrew is Abaddon: in Greek the name is Apollyon, meaning ‘The Destroyer.’” The apocalyptic nicknames were given to Marc not only because of his threats to the Unity of the Milieu, but also because of his aloof and ruthless personality, his handsome features, and the quasi-diabolical appearance of his simulacrum when he used the cerebroenergetic enhancer during the active phase of the Rebellion. See also the books of the Milieu Trilogy; ADVERSARY.


  Acadie (ah-kah-DEE), a “Canadian” planet of the Human Polity; the home world of Felice Landry.


  Ador the Wart-Biter (uh-DOR), Tanu sobriquet bestowed upon the child Sharn-Ador by King Aiken-Lugonn. A wart-biter is a robust bush cricket (Decticus verrucivorus) native to Eur- ope and southern Britain. According to superstition, warts will disappear if bitten by this insect.


  Adversary, in Tanu-Firvulag legend,“one who is fated from the length of the world’s age to provoke the people of Duat unto Nightfall.” He was also known as the Star of Morning (cf. the third verse of the Tanu Song in The Adversary) after a certain red planet of baleful appearance that occasionally was visible at the Opening of the Sky ceremony on Duat. In human mythology, the Adversary is synonymous with Satan and epitomizes the evil principle; but Tanu and Firvulag do not view him in quite this light. To them, the Adversary is a more complex symbol, having aspects of antagonist (to the battle-religion) and provoker — one who calls forth, challenges, or excites.


  aether (EE-th’r), in the New Universal Field Theory of the Milieu, the mental lattices; the dynamic-field phenomenon in which mental emanations propagate. See LATTICE; DYNAMIC FIELDS.


  Afaliah (ah-fuh-LY-uh), a large Tanu city on the north bank of the Proto-Júcar River, not far from the neck of the Aven Peninsula. It was the administrative center of a large group of plantations, mines, and collecting enterprises scattered all over southern Spain, and the principal supply source of the Tanu capital,Muriah, before the Flood.Afaliah was governed from its foundation by Lord Celadeyr. In the Milieu, the site of Afaliah lay off Valencia, beneath the Mediterranean.


  Agnes Virgin-Martyr, nom d’exil of a silver-torc associate of Tony Wayland who lived in Finiah before its destruction.


  Agraynel (AH-gray-nel), daughter of Mercy-Rosmar and King Thagdal, born in Goriah prior to Mercy’s marriage to Aiken. Lady Morna-Ia predicted that Agraynel would become queen of the Many-Colored Land.


  Aiken-Lugonn, King.. See DRUM, AIKEN


  Alberonn Mindeater (ah’l-buh-RAH’n), a hybrid High Table member who became an early supporter of Aiken over Nodonn, helping to train the upstart human for his first demonstration of martial arts and his Delbaeth Quest. Alberonn was half black, with chocolate-colored skin and blond hair; he exceeded most pureblood Tanu in physical stature. His primary metafunction was creativity and he was one of the great battle-champions. In the Flood he rescued Lady Eadnar of Rocilan and her mother-in-law, Morna-Ia. Alberonn and the widowed Eadnar later married and became co-rulers of her city. Both of them served on King Aiken- Lugonn’s High Table.


  Albion (AL-bee-un), name given to the northwestern part of Europe during the Pliocene. With the opening of the English Channel, it became the British Isles.


  Alborán, Mount (ahl-boh-RAH’n), in the Pliocene, a volcanic peak in the western Mediterranean Basin, northernmost of a small extinct chain. It is now a barren islet belonging to Spain.


  aldetox, a chemical compound formulated in the early twentysecond century, specific against the hangover.


  Alf, a Lowlife miner at Iron Maiden village; killed by Howlers.


  algetics (al-JEH-tix). 1. The study of pain, especially as it applies to the achievement of metapsychic operancy. 2. The punishment circuits of the docilator (q.v.).


  algiprote (AL-jee-proh’t), a synthetic edible protein manufactured from algae and other plants, often flavored to taste like cheese, chocolate, etc.


  Aliky’s Shaft (ah-LEE-kee), a deep, vertical well-like passage, partly natural and partly artificial, giving access to the Water Caves of the Feldberg. It was given its final excavation and fitted with a lift mechanism by one Aliky, an engineer among the first Howler settlers of the mountain.


  Al-Mahmoud, Abdulkadir, also called A. K., an ex-Rebel of Ocala, father of Jasmin Wylie.


  Altruism Statutes, in Milieu jurisprudence, laws governing the ethical obligations of individuals and corporations, especially under emergency conditions.


  Aluteyn Craftsmaster (AL-oo-tay’n), High Table member, First Comer, and President of the Creator Guild until his depos- ition by Mercy-Rosmar.He freely accepted immolation in the Great Retort, but was carried by floodwaters to the Spanish mainland. He and fellow survivors went to Calamosk, where they ousted the weak Sullivan-Tonn. Aluteyn became City- Lord and expediently promoted Aiken-Lugonn’s bid for kingship. Later Aluteyn was appointed Second Creator under Queen Mercy-Rosmar, but served only briefly before his death on the Río Genil.


  Amadán-na-Briona (ah-muh-DAH’n nuh bree-OH-nuh), in Gaelic, An tAmadán Mór, or Amadán na Bruidhne, meaning “the Great Fool”or “Fool of the Fort/Fairy Mound,” a fatal fool of Irish legend, whose touch meant death. Encounters with the Amadán are set down by Lady Gregory in Visions and Beliefs in the West of Ireland.


  Amalizan (ah-MAH’l-ih-zan), a Tanu city near the site of the modern Castres in southern France, a center of Pliocene mining activity. Its City-Lord was Artigonn; and after him. Donal.


  Amathon (AH-muh-th’n), a Tanu coercer killed at the Fennoscandian mine.


  Amber Lakes, large bodies of water in Fennoscandia, perhaps analogous to the modern Baltic Sea Region, where Howlers found precious amber and traded it to the Firvulag.


  Amergan (AH-mur-gah’n), a President of the Creator Guild on the planet Duat, who initiated both Aluteyn and Celadeyr.


  Amerie, Sister. See ROCCARO, ANNAMARIA.


  Amphicyon (am-FIH-see-un), or bear-dog, genus containing large omnivorous mammals of the family Canidae, with an appearance intermediate between a bear and a dog. They had a heavy build, reaching a length of 1.5 meters or more, long stout tails, powerful limbs, and digitigrade feet. The structure of their teeth suggests that they ate plant food as well as meat. A widespread and enduring form, Amphicyon appeared in the Oligocene and lasted well into the Pontian of the Pliocene. Its fossils are found not only in Europe but also in Africa, Asia, and North America. Enormous flat-footed forms named Hemicyon and Dinocyon, placed in the family of true bears (Ursidae) by Romer, were contemporaries of the Pontian Amphicyon but much less common. Except for their larger size, they apparently had a similar appearance and habits.


  Anastasya-Bybar. See ASTAUROVA, ANASTASYA.


  Anastos, Dimitrios, dynamic-field physicist, one of Basil’s Bastards. In the Milieu he was an upsilon-field generator designer for G-Dyn Cumberland.


  Anatoly, Brother. See GORCHAKOV, ANATOLY.


  Andamathe (AN-duh-may’th), wife to the ogre Medor.


  André, properly André Sherwoode-Laroche, a member of Ocala’s second generation sent on the Monte Rosa Exped- ition. He was the son of Allison Sherwoode and Guy Laroche, and the mate of Irena O’Malley.


  Anduvor Doubletarse (AN-doo-vor), a Firvulag stalwart, slayer of Armida of Bardelask.


  Anéar-Ia, (All-nay-ah’r EE-uh), second wife and Queen to King Thagdal after the Tanu arrival upon Pliocene Earth. Like her predecessor, Boanda, she was able to conceive only a few children within Earth’s sublethal radiation envelope, and willingly accepted death in the Great Retort. Her successor was Nontusvel.


  Anéar the Loving, a female member of Thagdal’s High Table, a redactor of the Host of Nontusvel, who perished in the Flood.


  Angel of the Abyss, a name given to Marc Remillard during the Rebellion. See ABADDON.


  Anket (ahn-KET), a Tanu creator on the Bardelask relief exped- ition.


  Anversian Sea (an-VUR-see-un), an embayment of the North Atlantic lying between Albion and Fennoscandia.


  Aquitaine (AH-kee-tay’n), a “French” planet of the Human Polity.


  Aquitaine, Gulf of, name given to the Pliocene Bay of Biscay.


  Ariet the Sage (ah’r-YET), a top-ranking creator in Muriah, present at Mercy’s first challenge of Aluteyn.


  Arkady. See O’MALLEY, ARKADY.


  armamentarium [from the Latin “arsenal”], the roster of metafunctions that an individual can marshal, especially in aggression.


  Armida the Formidable (ah’r-MEE-dah), wife to the City-Lord Daral of Bardelask and after his death, the city’s ruler. She was slain defending Bardelask against Firvulag invasion. Her grandson was Ochal the Harper.


  Armorica (ah’r-MOR-ih-kuh), name given to Breton Island and the adjacent mainland of Europe across the Pliocene Strait of Redon, equivalent to modern Brittany.


  Aronn (uh-RAH-’n), a PK-creator Tanu on Monte Rosa, an associate of Bleyn.


  Artigonn (ah’r-tih-GAH’n), City-Lord of Amalizan and son of the late sister of Minanonn. He was Second Coercer in Aiken- Lugonn’s High Table until his death at the Río Genil.


  Asgard (AH’s-gah’rd), a cosmop planet of the Human Polity, having a formidable mountain range named the Hlithskjalf Massif.


  Aslan, in the Chronicles of Narnia by C. S. Lewis, a mystical lion who serves as a sacrificial victim and redeemer-figure.


  Assawompset (as-uh-WAH’mp-set), an “American” planet of the Human Polity, Sector Base and home of the Fourteenth Fleet, birthplace of Richard Voorhees.


  Astaurova, Anastasya (ah’s-TOW-roh-vuh, ah-nah’s-TAH’s- yuh), called Tasha Bybar (TAH-shah by-BAH’r), surgeon and member of the Academy of Medicine and Surgery of the planet Astrakhan. She passed into the Pliocene after her transsexual transformation, during the early days of the timegate. She was given an honorary golden torc by the Tanu as a reward for reversing the sterilization of female timetravelers, which permitted them to be used in Tanu breeding schemes. A dancer as well as a surgeon, she had a myriad of tiny bells implanted in her flesh, the muscular control of which produced music.


  Astrakhan (AH-struh-kah’n), a “Russo” planet in the Human Polity.


  ATV, abbreviation for “all-terrain vehicle,” in this Saga an amphibious craft about the size of a compact ground car, measuring about 2.2 x 1.5 x 1.5 meters. The type brought to the Pliocene by Marc Remillard was of modular design. Four ATVs could be easily linked to form a roomy “fourplex.” These in turn could be assembled into larger and larger units by demounting the wheels, combining the powerplants, and modifying the structural components of the chassis. The ATVs were solar-powered, equipped with sophisticated gadgetry and weapons, and had cargo-carrying trailers. They were originally designed for the exploration of rugged terrestrial-type planets. The modular combine, an ocean-going assembly capable of making 6 knots, was 11 vehicles long, 4 wide, and (mostly) 2 high. Marc and his Rebels originally brought with them one hundred and two trailered vehicles. Hagen’s caravan had fifteen fourplex units plus an eightplex freight hauler that was accidentally destroyed in the Rif Mountains.


  Auberge du Portail (oh-BAY’rzh d’yoo poh’r-TY in Milieu pron.), in English, Inn of the Portal, Madame Guderian’s establishment in the hills west of Lyon in France’s Rhône River Valley, which served to disguise the time-travel oper- ation.


  aura, the visible or metaperceptible evidence of operant metafunction, ranging from genuine body luminosity (in various idiosyncratic colors) to an invisible but nonetheless detectable emanation that might be farsensed or perceived with the mind’s eye. The aura can be voluntarily suppressed. It is most likely to become visible when the operant is emotionally stressed. It should be noted that the glowing armor of the Tanu is not a true visible aura manifestation. Rather, the glow results when metasensitive microbes sandwiched in the glass laminations are excited to bioluminescence by the invisible aura of the wearer. If a knight became highly excited, his natural aura might kindle and overwhelm the light of the organisms— as in the “neon” effect displayed by triumphant Hunters.


  Aven (AH-v’n), Tanu name given to the Balearic Peninsula of the Pliocene western Mediterranean region. It is interesting to compare this name to the legendary Celtic Emhain (pronounced AH-vin) and King Arthur’s Avalon.


  Axel, a Lowlife of Hidden Springs, prominent in the early operation of the Iron Villages, who later defected to Aiken- Lugonn and took charge of the Royal Siderurgical Establishment on Breton Island.


  Ayfa, the Mighty (AY-fuh), a Great Captain of the Firvulag, battle-champion and general of the Warrior Ogresses, who became Queen Regnant of the Little People following the Flood. She was the wife of Sharn-Mes, who became comonarch. The couple had six children.


  Baar (bah’r), name given to the Pliocene Proto-Garonne. In the Tanu language, it means “slow river.”


  Bafut (bah-FOO’t), an “African” planet of the Human Polity. Bagdanian, a special-effects technician at the Grand Tourney.


  Bardelask (BAH’r-duh-lah’sk), a small Tanu city on the east bank of the Rhône, in the foothills of the Helvetides.Its name means “Fort Perilous.” It was first ruled by Lord Daral and later by his widow,Armida. Eventually the city was taken by Firvulag forces under Mimee of Famorel. It was an agricultural center, site of the largest brewery in the Many-Colored Land.


  Baroness, the, nom d’exil adopted by Baronin Charlotte-Amalie von Weissenberg-Rothenstein, a pilot and member of Basil’s Bastards.


  Barry. See DALEMBERT, BARRY.


  Barstow, a ring-hockey player of the planet Acadie, injured by Felice.


  Basil. See WIMBORNE, BASIL.


  Basil’s Bastards, a group of daredevils, technicians, and pilots originally assembled by Basil Wimborne, following the Aven Exodus, for the purpose of retrieving aircraft from the Ship’s Grave. Two pilots and four technicians died there in the course of testing; two more Bastards were executed when they attempted to abscond with a machine, and two others were injured in accidents. Most of the survivors took part in the Monte Rosa Expedition.A complete roster includes: Mr. Betsy, Dimitrios Anastos, Magnus Bell, Taffy Evans,Thongsa, Farhat, Pushface, Pongo Warburton, Stan Dziekonski, Phillipe, Miss Wang, Clifford, the Baroness, Bengt Sandvik, Chazz, Gideon, Aldo Manetti, Nirupam, Ookpik, Nazir, Cisco Briscoe, Seumas MacSuibhne, Derek, Sophronisba Gillis, and the six who died in testing: Gavin, Jerry-Wayne, Hillel, Shig, Viroslaw, and Gurupree.


  battle-company, fraternal name for those Tanu and Firvulag who fought in the annual Grand Combat. It had religious as well as comradely connotations, since warriors were held to be the special elect of the Goddess of Battles.


  battlemaster, title given to the commander in chief of Tanu or Firvulag armed forces. The original battlemasters who came to Pliocene Earth from the Duat Galaxy were Bright Lugonn of the Tanu and Sharn the Atrocious of the Firvulag. They died in the Great Ordeal at the Ship’s Grave and were succeeded by Minanonn the Proud of the Tanu and Pallol One- Eye of the Firvulag. Minanonn was deposed by Nodonn some 500 years later. Pallol was slain by Aiken Drum in the Last Grand Combat. Medor was appointed battlemaster under King Sharn and Queen Ayfa. King Aiken-Lugonn retained the title of battlemaster himself.


  battle-religion, the ancient martial faith of the planet Duat, which the ancestral Tanu and Firvulag exported to their daughter-planets, precipitating an interstellar war. This is chronicled in Brede’s Tale (q.v.).When the battle-religion was proscribed in the pacified colonies, a small group of stubborn adherents on the home world attempted to touch off a symbolic Nightfall War. They were outlawed and hounded to a remote star where they hoped to fight to the death among themselves. Instead, they were taken to Earth by Brede.There the battle-religion was practiced according to immemorial custom, while an opposition Peace Faction slowly took root among the Tanu intelligentsia. Minanonn the Proud, battlemaster and heretic, attempted to give the Peace Faction legal standing during the Times of Unrest. He was defeated by Nodonn and driven into exile; but the Peace Faction continued a clandestine growth until the coming of the timetravelers. The battle-religion had no priesthood. Its principal ritual was the Grand Combat and its main tenet a glorification of the warrior’s way. It may be compared to the Japanese bushido more readily than to the Western concept of a religious faith. See also GODDESS; GRAND COMBAT; PEACE FACTION.


  bear-dog. See AMPHICYON.


  Bell, Magnus, a physician and surgeon among Basil’s Bastards.


  Bengt. See SANDVIK, BENGT.


  Beniamino (ben-yah-MEE-noh), nom d’exil of B. G. Napoli, cook and factotum at Iron Maiden village when it was besieged by Firvulag.


  Benny, a ring-hockey player on the planet Acadie who took imprudent liberties with Felice.


  Betic Cordillera (BAY-tik kor-dih-YER-uh), the extensive mountain range curving around the southeastern coast of Spain and west to Gibraltar, including the Sierra Nevada. Its highest peak is Mulhacén.


  Betsy, Mr., nom d’exil adopted by Dr. Merton Hudspeth, a former test pilot and research engineer with Boeing’s Commercial Rhocraft Division. His chosen persona in the Pliocene was Queen Elizabeth I. He was a stalwart among Basil’s Bastards.


  Bettaforca, Camp, base camp of the Monte Rosa Expedition, situated at the foot of the South Face, adjacent to the Gresson River. Basil named the camp for the Bettaforca Pass of Elder Earth, traversed by a footpath in milder Milieu days on the mountain.


  Betularn of the White Hand (BEH-too-lam), veteran battlechampion of the Firvulag and First Comer. He wore a single white-glass gauntlet with his obsidian armor.


  Big Goddess, the Firvulag name for Monte Rosa.


  Billings, Dr., would-be time-traveler whose trip was aborted by the reverse translation of Madame Guderian and Claude Majewski.


  Billy, a gray-torc soldier escorting Creyn’s party from Castle Gateway to Roniah.


  biocake, a sweet-tasting synthetic food, largely carbohydrate, vitamins, and minerals.


  Black Crag, in the Pliocene, highest eminence in the Montagne Noire region of southern France. It probably lay among the Monts de Lacaune. Black Crag was the site of a splendid hunting lodge belonging to the ruler of Darask. It was given to Elizabeth as a retreat by Lady Estella-Sirone, following the Flood.


  Black Forest, or Schwarzwald, a small range lying east of the Upper Rhine. It was glaciated during the Pleistocene; during the Milieu its highest elevation was the Feldberg, 1493 meters. The range is presumed to have been higher during the Pliocene.The geology of the Black Forest is similar to that of the Vosges on the western side of the Rhine Graben.


  Black Lake. 1. A sinister body of water in Fennoscandia. 2. An underground lake within the Feldberg.


  black-torc, a fatal affliction among torced Tanu infants and children, caused by maladaptation to the mind-amplifying device. Instead of enhancing latent metafunction, the torc triggers a severe nerve inflammation, with attendant pain and mental and physical deterioration. The victim usually dies within a few weeks. Black-torc was not supposed to afflict hybrid children. Offspring of the Thagdal were also alleged to be free of the trait.


  Blanchard, Owen, once commander in chief of the Twelfth Fleet, the Rebel armada during the Rebellion. The veteran coercer was a frail shadow of his former self when he accompanied Cloud Remillard and her companions to Spain in search of Felice. He perished during the fight on the Río Genil.


  blaster, a powerful photonic weapon, such as a Bosch 414, having a coherent light beam jacketed by a dynamic field. Cf. ZAPPER.


  Bles Four-Fang (bless), a Firvulag battle-champion present at the investment of Finiah. His illusory aspect was that of a giant venomous lizard. He was killed in the Last Grand Combat.


  Bleyn the Champion (blay’n), a hybrid High Table member and early supporter of Aiken Drum, who helped train him in martial arts.After the Flood, Bleyn lived for a time in Rocilan attempting to help his widowed sister-in-law, Eadnar, regain control of the demoralized city. When Eadnar married Alberonn and the situation stabilized, Bleyn moved with his wife Tirone Heartsinger to Goriah, where he became Aiken’s chief deputy. Under Thagdal, Bleyn was a fighting specialist; under Aiken-Lugonn he was named Deputy Lord PK, Aiken retaining the presidency of that guild. Bleyn was entrusted with the formal leadership of the Monte Rosa Expedition.


  Blois (bl’wah), a “French” planet of the Human Polity.


  blood-metal, in the Tanu language “nopar O beyn,” the name given by the exotics to iron, which is poisonous to them in gross quantities. The Firvulag were generally less vulnerable than the Tanu, who might succumb even from the ingestion of iron compounds. Since both Tanu and Firvulag had blood containing hemoglobin, an iron-bearing compound, the fatal reaction is probably to be explained by some severe allergy to the concentrated metal or easily assimilable ions.


  Blue, Orion, mine foreman at Iron Maiden, later working at the Vale of Hyenas; killed by Firvulag while escorting the disgraced Tony Wayland back to Hidden Springs for trial.


  Boanda (BOH-an-duh), first wife and Queen to Thagdal in the Duat Galaxy, and First Comer to Pliocene Earth. She died willingly in the Great Retort, as was the custom under the battle-religion, when it became evident that she was unable to bear children in the Many-Colored Land. Her successor was Anéar-Ia.


  Bob, a Lowlife killed by Howlers on the first iron-seeking expedition.


  Boduragol (boh-DOO-ruh-gul), chief redactor at Afaliah, who helped to heal Kuhal Earthshaker and Cloud Remillard. Later he was appointed guild president by King Aiken- Lugonn.


  body-fly, the Tanu term for levitating without a steed. Under all but emergency conditions, it was considered by traditionalists to be a breach of etiquette. One must note, however, that this “tradition” can only have begun with the domestication of chalikos by the human Iskender-Kemonn, some fifty years before the arrival of Group Green. Perhaps the prohibition had its roots in some Duat custom. Like many another Tanu tradition, this one was cheerfully violated by Aiken.


  Bogle, the. See KALIPIN.


  Boreal Ocean, the name given to the Pliocene Arctic Ocean, which was iceless during that epoch.


  Borghild, name given by Isak Henning to a human-Firvulag child he fostered, who became the mother of Karin and grandmother of Huldah.


  Boris, a Lowlife of the Vale of Hyenas, killed by Firvulag while escorting Tony Wayland to Hidden Springs.


  Bormol (BOH’r-moh’I), City-Lord of Roniah, a powerful coercer. He was drowned in the Flood.


  Bosch 414. See BLASTER.


  Brazos Ben. See TRAVIS, B. B.


  Brede Shipspouse (breed), also called Brede of the Two Faces, a woman native to the planet Lene, one of the daughter-worlds of the Duat Federation. Although fully humanoid, she was one of a group of women mated to gigantic interstellar organisms called Ships. Brede was at least fourteen thousand years old. She foresaw through her imperfect metafaculty of prolepsis that the battling Tanu and Firvulag, outlawed in their own galaxy, would still play a crucial role in Duat destiny and in that of a second galaxy. She prevailed upon her Ship to carry the exotic remnant to Earth. There she encouraged the rise of the Peace Faction among the Tanu and saw in the arrival of time-traveling humanity a way of accelerating racial metapsychic operancy among her charges. Brede served as the spiritual guardian of both Tanu and Firvulag during her sojourn on Earth. Her misguided hopes for Elizabeth are detailed in The Golden Torc. The climax of The Adversary leads one to assume that Brede had remained in contact with other Ships in the Duat Galaxy before she was killed in the Flood.


  Brede’s Tale, a narrative poem recited by Fitharn Pegleg, telling how Tanu and Firvulag arrived on Earth. It has been sep- arately published in a fine miniature edition (5.2 cm x 7 cm), bound in leather with a gilt-sterling torc affixed, and illustrated with five original pen drawings by Steve Fabian. For information write: Starmont House, Box 851, Mercer Island, Wash. 98040.


  Breithom (BRY’t-horn), a high mountain immediately west of Monte Rosa. In Milieu times its height was 4165 meters; but it is presumed to have been above 8000 meters during the Pliocene.


  Brendan, Mary-Dedra’s child by King Thagdal, supposedly unique in being the only offspring of the monarch afflicted by black-torc. One might suspect that there were others whose existence was suppressed in the interests of preserving the royal image of genetic supremacy. Brendan’s hybrid brain afforded Elizabeth a redactive advantage.


  Bresse, Lac de (bres, lah’k d’), an extensive body of water that covered the lowlands east of Dijon during Pliocene times.


  Breton Island, the western portion of modern Brittany, which during the Pliocene was cut off from the mainland by the Strait of Redon.


  Brevon-su-Mirikon (BREE-vun soo MIH-rih-kun), a planet of the Poltroyan Polity.


  Brintil (BRIN-til), female redactor at Black Crag. Briscoe, Cisco, a technician among Basil’s Bastards.


  Bryan. See GRENFELL, BRYAN.


  buck (pl. bux), the Milieu slang term for the dollar, the basic monetary unit of the Human Polity. 100 pence make a dollar. A bob is a quarter of a dollar. A centibuck is one hundred dollars, a megabuck a million, etc. Cf. CENT.


  Buckmaster, Charisse, ex-Rebel of Ocala, the mother of Quinn, known as an expert chef in addition to her military qualifications.


  Buckmaster, Quinn, a member of Ocala’s second generation, son of Charisse Buckmaster and Quinn Fitzpatrick.


  Bukin the Estimable (BOO-kin), a Howler, head couturier at Nionel, who designed Katlinel’s gown for the Grand Tourney.


  Bunone Warteacher (boo-NOH’n), the greatest female warrior of the Tanu under King Thagdal, a battle-champion, member of the High Table, and instructor in martial arts. She became an adherent of Aiken Drum.


  Burask (boo-RAH’sk), a small Tanu city on the Upper Nonol River west of the Lac de Bresse, along the Western Track to Goriah. Its name means “Fort Defiance.” After the Flood, Burask was taken by the Firvulag. Its ruler, Osgeyr, and most of the populace were massacred, and a large arms cache from the city was seized by the Firvulag.


  Burke, Peopeo Moxmox; Mr. Justice, called Chief, the last living member of the Wallawalla Indian Nation and one-time justice of the Washington State (USA) Supreme Court. The Wallawalla, whose name means “Little River,” were a people of the Shahaptian linguistic group who lived along the eastern Columbia and Snake rivers and were concentrated near their eponymous river in Washington. By the late twentieth century their numbers had dwindled to a few hundred. Chief Burke’s first name is the same as that of a noted Wallawalla tribal leader of the nineteenth century, whose portrait by Paul Kane can be seen in the Royal Ontario Museum. His name may mean “meadowlark.” Burke served as Freeleader of the Vosges Lowlives prior to the arrival of Madame Guderian, then headed the village defense force as warlord in chief, and was a member of the Hidden Springs Steering Committee. His adventures are detailed in the four books of the Saga. In his younger days as a beginning lawyer, Burke worked in the offices of Mermelstein & Olson, attorneys in Salt Lake City. Olson, a Latter Day Saint, acquainted Burke with the Mormon belief that Native Americans are descendants of the Lost Tribes of Israel. The puckish Mermelstein instructed young Burke in Yiddish just in case this belief turned out to be true. (Variations on this comic theme can be noted in works by other writers, and are familiar to the general public from the films Cat Ballou and Blazing Saddles.)


  Bybar. See ASTAUROVA, ANASTASYA.


  Cair Paravel, in the books by C. S. Lewis, the royal city of Narnia.


  Calamosk (KAL-uh-maw’sk), a small Tanu city on the River Ybaar in Spain. The name means “wilderness stronghold.” During Thagdal’s reign its City-Lord was Onedan Trumpeter, father of Olone. After Onedan drowned in the Flood, Calamosk was briefly ruled by Olone’s elderly human fiancé, Sullivan-Tonn. He was deposed by Aluteyn and his band of desperados. Upon Aluteyn’s death, Parthol Swift foot became City-Lord, and eventually served on Aiken’s High Table.


  Caledonia, a “Scottish” planet of the Human Polity, birthplace of Dorothea Macdonald and scene of her prodigious metapsychic triumph. The detailed history of this human colony is told in the second volume of the Milieu Trilogy, Diamond Mask.


  Calistro, goat-boy at Hidden Springs. Children were very rare among the Lowlives — first, because of the preponderance of male over female time-travelers; second, because all females were routinely sterilized before passing into the Pliocene. Women enslaved by the Tanu who were considered “presentable” had the sterilization reversed and were impressed into breeding schemes. A fertile woman was valued Tanu property, and giving birth to a human child was grounds for execution of mother, father, and child. Apparently very few fertile women managed to escape their exotic captors and join the Lowlives, which accounts not only for the paucity of Lowlife offspring, but also for the overwhelming percentage of males among the outlaws.


  Candyman, Bert, nickname of Ethelbert Anketell Milledge- Wexler, dubbed Wex-Velitokal (vel-IH-toh-kah’l) by the Tanu. He was a silver-torc in Rocilan. Although lacking in significant latencies, he was a talented organic chemist, placed in charge of the big candy factory that was one of the principal industries of the city. He was brought to Goriah by Aiken in order to free the castle’s arms cache from poisonous foam.


  captal (KAP-tah’l), a petty officer in the Tanu human forces, roughly equivalent to a top sergeant.


  carrier, a mental impulse that can be modulated into farsent communication. A carrier can be either natural or mechanic- ally augmented.


  Cartier, Lucille (kah’r-t’YAY), grandmother of Marc and Jon Remillard; research psychologist at Dartmouth College, New Hampshire. A natural operant metapsychic, she and her husband Denis Remillard founded the Department of Metapsychology at the school and were the initiators of the Great Intervention. Their seven operant children were known as the Remillard Dynasty. Lucille’s history is detailed in the Milieu Trilogy. See also “The Remillard Family Tree” in this Companion, and INTERVENTION, GREAT.


  Carvalho, Pete, a technician brought along on the Río Genil expedition in order to help repair the Spear of Lugonn.


  carnyx (KAH’r-nicks), pl. carnices (KAH’r-nih-sees), an animalheaded trumpet, usually coiled or curved.They were used not only by the Tanu, who made them of glass, but also by the ancient Celts, who utilized metal.


  Castellane, Patricia (KAS-tel-ayn), former dirigent of Okanagon and magnate of the Concilium, one of the earliest supporters of Marc Remillard’s Metapsychic Rebellion. Her primary metafaculties were creativity, coercion, and redaction. On Ocala, she was Marc’s lover for most of their Pliocene exile.


  Castle Gateway, a Tanu fortress built immediately adjacent to the time-gate site. After the devastation of Finiah it was used to house refugees from that city. When the time-gate was closed by Madame Guderian and Claude Majewski, the castle’s use as a receiving center for human exiles ended, and it was left with only a token caretaking force. This made it vulnerable to a Firvulag attack during the Postdiluvium, which severely damaged the interior appointments. The time-gate leading from the Pliocene to the Milieu was built inside the castle, in its central courtyard.


  Castle of Glass, the spectacular citadel of Goriah, originally the headquarters of Nodonn Battlemaster. During the Postdiluvium it was taken over by Aiken-Lugonn; and when he became king it served as his royal residence and seat of power. The castle was unique in the Many-Colored Land in being constructed of glass bricks and adorned with many glass structural elements. Gold lustre-work and faceted buttresses caused the structure to glitter in sunlight. At night internal illumination made it a beacon visible for many kilometers. Under Nodonn it shone a halide rosy gold. Aiken replaced these colors with his own violet and gold. The commanding eminence above the Strait of Redon where the castle once


  stood today forms the height of Belle Île, off the coast of Brittany.


  Catalan Gulf, an arm of the Great Lagoon (and later of the New Sea) north of the Aven Peninsula.


  Catalan Wilderness, a wild portion of northeastern Koneyn above the Ybaar River. It was the original exile retreat of Minanonn the Heretic before he set up his stronghold in the Flaming Mountains. Later, the exiled Leyr and his followers lived there.


  Celadeyr (SEL-uh-day’r),First Comer and City-Lord of Afaliah. A stalwart of the Creator Guild, he was field-promoted to the High Table during the Last Grand Combat. He survived the Flood and gathered the remnant of Nontusvel’s Host and other Tanu conservatives under his aegis, in order to resist Aiken’s usurpation of the Tanu throne. Celadeyr was a principal in the abortive comeback attempt of Nodonn. After the latter’s death he became reconciled with Aiken-Lugonn and served on his High Table as Second Creator.


  cent (sahn’t), Milieu slang for the centimeter, a unit of measure. Note that cent is not used in reference to money.


  cerametal (ser-AM-eh-t’I), name given to a number of extremely refractory substances, composed of ceramic permeated with carbon and metallic ions in a quasi-macromolecular structure. In the Milieu it was used for the skin of orbiter aircraft, for the “bottles” in thermonuclear reactors, for cerebro- energetic equipment, and in other applications where great resistance to heat is required. Its usual color is dull black.


  cerebroenergetic enhancer, or CE rig, a device used for greatly increasing the metapsychic output of the human brain. The golden and silver torcs technically qualify as CE enhancers, as do certain brain-boosters in common use among Milieu operants. However, the term is usually reserved for the machinery originally perfected by Marc Remillard, Jordan Kramer, and Gerrit Van Wyk, which increases the output of a single selected metafunction many hundredfold. The operator’s body is placed in suspended animation through cryogenic procedures and the brain protoplasm artificially strengthened. Needle electrodes inserted into the brain “grow” an auxiliary cerebral neurostructure that transmits power to the brain from an external source. The use of a CE rig such as Marc’s is extremely hazardous to all but the most powerful human operants. The device was outlawed in the Milieu after the Metapsychic Rebellion. See also DERMAL LAVAGE.


  CE rig. See CEREBROENERGETIC ENHANCER.


  Chaim, a Lowlife of Hidden Springs whose damaged eyelid was repaired by Sister Amerie.


  chaliko (CHAL-ih-koh), name given to the genus Chaliko- therium (kalih-koh-THEE-ree-um), which included large perissodactyls having a body that was generally horselike except for the extraordinary large claws on the three-toed feet. The domesticated chalikos ridden by the Tanu were about the size of a large draft horse, with stouter hind legs and longer forelegs than those of its equid cousin. C. goldfussi was the common Pliocene species of Europe. A related larger form, Ancylotherium, lived in eastern Europe and persisted into the Pleistocene in Africa, where it was contemporaneous with the australopithecines.


  Chan, Chee-Wu, a member of Ocala’s second generation, daughter of Lu-Shen Chan and Frieda Singer-Dow. She was a self-trained scientist active in the Guderian Project.


  Chazz, nom d’exil of a technician, a member of Basil’s Bastards, killed on Monte Rosa.


  Cheryl-Ann, Miz, a lame, purblind basket maker of Hidden Springs, age 203.


  chimaera (ky-MEE-ruh), a rare metapsychic phenomenon in which the physical body of the operant acquires various nonhuman characteristics — e.g., piecemeal monstrosities — as a result of subconscious creative imperatives. It is usually a symptom of profound mental dysfunction. Both Aiken Drum and the youthful Jon Remillard suffered the chimaera syndrome. The term derives from Greek myth, in which the chimaera was a female three-headed monster with body parts combining those of a lion, a goat, and a dragon. In genetics, a chimaera is an individual with mosaic characteristics.


  City of Lights. See FINIAH.


  Clana Illusion-Spinner (KLAH-nuh), a stalwart female creator and member of the Host of Nontusvel.


  Clarty Jock, an elite gold mentioned by Vilkas.


  Claude. See MAJEWSKI, CLAUDE.


  clergy, Catholic. At the time of the Saga, Catholic priests are generally called “Brother” or “Sister.”The titles “Father” and “Mother”are reserved for bishops or religious superiors. The pope is “Holy Father” or “Holy Mother.”


  Clifford, a pilot among Basil’s Bastards.


  coadunation (coh-ad-un-AY-shun), the subtle unification process of a World or Galactic Mind. The term derives from the Latin coadunare, “to unite into one,” and in general biology has the meaning “grown together and confluent.” Coadunation implies the continuing change involved in the collective Mind’s evolution. It is not in itself Unity, but leads to Unity. The proper name of the Milieu is the Coadunate Galactic Milieu. See also UNITY.


  Coercer Guild, the second largest and most influential of the five great Guilds Mental of the Tanu. It was headed by the First Comer Leyr until he was unseated and forced into exile by the human Gomnol (q.v.).After Gomnol was killed by the Host, the presidency was decided by a duel to the death during the Last Grand Combat between the resurgent Leyr and Imidol of the Host. The latter won; but shortly afterward he was drowned in the Flood. During the reign of King Aiken- Lugonn, he himself held the office of Lord Coercer. His Second was Artigonn of Amalizan, who was killed at the Río Genil; and after him, Condateyr Fulminator of Roniah. The heraldic colors of the coercers are royal blue, or sapphire, and gold.


  coercion, one of the primary metapsychic faculties, involving the ability of one mind to influence or exert force of will upon another. The qualities called charm, charisma, animal magnetism,“presence,” force of personality, and the like are all aspects of coercion, as is hypnotism.Among nonoperants, actors and great leaders are likely to have a strong coercive component to their latent armamentarium.


  Collins, Lusk, a member of Ocala’s second generation and ATV wrangler for Hagen Remillard’s group of runaways. He was the son of Morrison Collins.


  complexus. See METAPSYCHIC COMPLEXUS.


  Concilium, Galactic, the governing body of the Milieu, including magnates (members) from all racial polities. The first human magnate was Paul Remillard, father of Marc. Human magnates were greatly outnumbered by exotics in the Concilium until after the Metapsychic Rebellion.


  Condateyr Fulminator (KAH’n-duh-tay’r), Tanu coercer, onetime deputy to Bormol of Roniah, who became City-Lord after Bormol drowned in the Flood. He served on Aiken’s High Table as Second Coercer.


  Congreve, Commander, a gold-torc human coercer operant who was garrison commandant in Goriah under Nodonn, and later held the same position under Aiken.


  cosmop world, Milieu slang for cosmopolitan planet, a colonial world settled by diverse ethnic groups of humanity. The cosmop worlds were apt to be those most congenial to human settlement, requiring the least amount of ecological modification. They received the first large waves of interstellar immigrants following the Great Intervention, and enjoyed the most subsidies from the exotics, since their commercial exports were most likely to be of immediate benefit to the galactic economy. The so-called ethnic worlds (q.v.) were more marginal settlement sites demanding greater stamina and resolution on the part of the pioneers.


  Coventone Petrifactrix (KOH-ven-toh’n), late mother-in-law of Parthol Swiftfoot, murdered by him on a Hunting expedition.
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