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  Introductory Note




  Why do we like reading about torture, sadistic monsters, cruel people? Why do we like frightening ourselves by reading about events which we would hope never to see, let alone

  participate in? Is it not the memorable and agelong custom that we like ‘being taken out of ourselves’? And is there not a slight feeling of smugness, that while sitting in our (we

  hope) comfortable armchairs we can safely read of the ingenious and terrifying things men do to men?




  Despite the so-called advance of civilization, we have witnessed wars, revolutions and crimes that are often more terrifying than fiction; as witness C. S. Forester’s story.




  In short, truth is stranger than fiction. Even so, we feel that the stories in this book are such that if your nerves are not of the strongest, then it is wise to read them in daylight lest you

  should suffer nightmares, for these authors know their craft, and they have not hesitated to expound it with little thought of sparing you from the horrifying details.




  H. van Thal








  

     

  




  Johnny Mains




  A Brief History of the Horrors




  When The Pan Book of Horror Stories first hit the shelves in 1959, the last thing on the editors’ or indeed the publisher’s minds was that for the next

  thirty years the book would become an annual staple for the horror-hungry aficionado.




  But apart from a brief hiatus in 1961, a new volume of the Pan Horrors was published each year until 1989. Their place in history as the longest running horror anthology in the world has

  yet to be beaten.




  And now, you hold in your hands the book that started it all, The Pan Book of Horror Stories (X 45), originally published on 11 December 1959. It was edited by Herbert van Thal, a

  prolific anthologist and biographer whose breadth of work in the horror genre is impressive.




  Van Thal edited twenty-five volumes of the Pan Horror Stories and was also responsible for at least a dozen other horror anthologies. Before his own company Home and van Thal was sold he

  reprinted Mrs J. H. Riddell’s Weird Stories and Rhoda Broughton’s Twilight Tales.




  Herbert (or Bertie as he was known to friends) was brought to work for Pan by Clarence Paget; one-time literary agent who had previously worked for publishing house Cassell’s. In 1957, the

  enigmatic sales director Ralph Vernon-Hunt suggested to Paget, now Pan’s Chief Editor, that publishing a horror anthology might be a success. He asked if Paget knew of an editor. Paget did;

  turning to van Thal who was said to have been an old friend. Even though he was working for publishers Arthur Barker at the time, van Thal agreed and work began on finding stories for the book.




  Bertie didn’t have to look too far. Most of the tales for the first Pan Horror came from the benchmark of genre anthologies of the day, the ‘Not at Night’ series – edited

  by Christine Campbell Thomson and published by Selwyn and Blount from 1925–1937. Over 100 stories from the 170 in those books had previously been selected from Weird Tales magazine in

  the U.S. Christine herself would go on to contribute to the Pan Horror series; one tale under her own name and two by her nom de plume, Flavia Richardson.




  It has been suggested that Christine may have advised van Thal on which stories from the ‘Not at Night’s should go in to the Pan book but with a lack of evidence, whimsy takes centre

  stage. The choices made, though, are excellent ones. ‘The House of Horror’ by Seabury Quinn is taken from You’ll Need a Nightlight. ‘The Copper Bowl’ by George

  Fielding Eliot comes from By Daylight Only. ‘The Horror in the Museum’ and ‘Behind the Yellow Door’ by Hazel Heald and Flavia Richardson respectively, come from

  Terror By Night.
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