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For Matilda and Wilf







   

At a porcelain collection




Among the flasks and vases,


cobalt koi and dragons,


the stillest of still things:


five plain, domestic bowls,


circa 1300.


Unhandled, never filled,


what life for them without


that one life-giving thing –


the possibility of breaking?










   

Last chance




What are you doing, Daddy? asks the boy


discovering his father in the long, west-facing garden.


Just sitting in the sun, he answers, sketchily –


it’s too soon for his three-year-old to face


I’m savouring the last bit of the light, and so on.


What are you doing now? the boy asks some time later,


the sun-patch less an oblong than a square,


though soon, in truth, rectangular again,


but crossways now, a slab across the garden.


And when the boy returns he calls out


Why are you standing there against the wall, Daddy?


then Why are you standing on that chair?










   

The achievement of naturalism in Greek sculpture




Hair, of course, was a long-standing joke.


They knew, these makers, that it neither falls


in beads nor tidy rivulets; still,


no matter – symmetry was all they cared for.


Imagine then their shock


when one among them cast a bronze whose weight


sat firmly on its back leg, stood with hips


at different levels, and whose head was turned


a little to one side. Hooked by such aliveness,


they couldn’t help but notice that the slight


twist which the head-turn set off in the body


was not quite reflected in the torso; worse,


they saw that their replacement of the dumb,


Egyptian non-grin with a smile showed simply
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