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Formula 1 is one of the most exciting sports in the world.


It is noisy, colourful – and VERY, VERY FAST!


Formula 1 cars can reach speeds of up to 320 kmh (200 mph). That’s three times faster than the 113-kmh (70-mph) speed limit on motorways, the fastest roads you can use in the UK.
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The F1 cars race side-by-side at these unbelievable speeds.


It takes very special and very brave drivers to do this in these incredible machines.


That’s why the twenty F1 drivers are the best in the world. They come from all sorts of countries, and race all around the globe.




I love watching F1. I’ve been SO lucky to attend more than 500 Grands Prix around the world!
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These drivers compete against each other in races known as Grands Prix (which means ‘Great Prize’ in French!).




And it certainly is a Great Prize – champion teams win millions of pounds!
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They drive for ten F1 teams, with two drivers in each of these top teams.


Ferrari is the most famous. The Italian team has been racing for more than 75 years.


The Mercedes and Red Bull teams have won the most races in the past ten years. Both these teams are based in England.


There are more than twenty Grands Prix held from March to November around the world.


Each race track is different. Some are on city streets – like in Monte Carlo, Baku in Azerbaijan or Las Vegas in the United States. Once the Grand Prix has finished, the crash barriers and grandstands are removed and the normal traffic – cars, buses, vans – returns to the streets.


Other Grands Prix are on permanent circuits built for racing – like Silverstone in England, Suzuka in Japan or Monza in Italy.


The length of the laps is also different. Monaco is the shortest at 3.34 km (2.07 miles). Spa in Belgium is the longest at 7 km (4.35 miles).


Each race lasts for an hour and a half – sometimes longer.


The winner of each race receives twenty-five championship points. Points are awarded down to 10th place like this:
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After the last race of the year, the driver with the most points becomes World Champion!


This is the greatest honour in motor racing. The World Champion is the BEST driver.


And bursting onto the F1 scene with SPEED and STYLE is one special driver . . .


He is from the home of motor racing itself and was born to be fast . . .


He drives with aggression and tactics, and is known for setting some of the speediest laps on record . . .


Taking pole position once again, it’s a new and exciting RACING LEGEND . . .
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WHO IS CHARLES LECLERC?


Charles Leclerc is one of the most exciting drivers to have arrived in F1 in recent years.


He comes from a family of racers. His dad, Herve, used to race in Formula 3.
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Charles’s younger brother, Arthur, races in Formula 2 – which is the next level down from Formula 1.


Their elder brother, Lorenzo, was best friends with the Formula 1 driver, Jules Bianchi.
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Jules became Charles’s godfather. Very sadly, he died after an accident during the 2014 Japanese Grand Prix.


Because he was brought up in Monaco, which is surrounded by France, with Italy very close, Charles speaks French and Italian, as well as English.


Charles began racing karts when he was seven years old and was soon winning many trophies and championships.


In the 2013 World Karting Championship, Charles finished second – behind Max Verstappen, who Charles would soon be racing against in F1.




Max Verstappen has won over fifty Grands Prix in his legendary career.





Like other RACING LEGENDS, Charles would move from karts into small racing cars.


In 2014, he finished runner-up in the Formula Renault championship before stepping up to Formula 3 in 2015 and showing fantastic promise.


He was asked to join the Ferrari Driver Academy and become one of Ferrari’s test drivers.
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CHARLES’S LEGENDARY STATS
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A FAMILY OF RACERS


Monaco is known as a city-state. It’s a tiny place. About 40,000 people live there. You could fit all of those people into one football stadium!
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One third of the Monaco population are millionaires. Most were not born or brought up in Monaco.


Charles Leclerc had a very happy childhood in La Condamine, a modest area by Monaco’s port.


The bus taking him to school each day would drive on some of the streets used once a year for the Monaco Grand Prix.


Charles was very good at mathematics and speaking languages. When he became a Grand Prix driver, his school hung a picture of Charles on the wall of his old classroom as an example of what is possible if you work hard!




A friend of Charles’s family had an apartment which overlooked the race track. Charles watched the Grand Prix from there when he was aged four. He loved the excitement, the noise – and the racing!





His father, Herve, took Charles to a kart track, across the border in France.


Even though he was only four and very small, Charles loved the thrill of sitting behind the wheel of a kart. This was when he decided he wanted to one day become a racing driver.


This kart track was looked after by Herve’s best friend, Philippe Bianchi.


Philippe had two sons, Jules and Tom. Jules was eight years older than Charles and raced karts. He was very fast. Jules would become Charles’s mentor, giving advice as Charles grew up and began to race karts.
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GOING KART RACING


Charles was only seven years old when he began to race karts. Jules Bianchi would sometimes work as a mechanic on Charles’s kart. They became very close.


They had a lot of fun at the kart track in France. Jules was very proud when Charles won a local karting championship. Charles was so good, he won the championship four years in a row!


As Charles grew older, he moved onto the bigger, more important championships and became French Cadet Champion in 2009. The Cadet class is for boys and girls aged between eight and twelve.


The following year, Charles moved up to the CIK-FIA World Cup and raced against Max Verstappen and Esteban Ocon, two drivers he would later compete with in Formula 1. But that seemed a long way off at the time.
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In 2010, all of these young drivers were keen to prove they were the best and move into single-seater racing cars.


The problem was, Mr and Mrs Leclerc did not have enough money to support all three of their sons in racing. Lorenzo stopped racing to allow the family to support Charles – who Lorenzo knew was even faster than he was. That was a generous thing to do. But the family still needed support.


Jules Bianchi’s dad introduced Charles to some influential people in motor racing who agreed to try and help. But, first, Charles had to prove he was worth their support by continuing to win kart races.


In 2011, Charles won a World Karting Championship in a category for thirteen to fifteen-year-olds – and beat Verstappen! The next year, Max and Charles collided while fighting for the championship.


In 2013, they were neck and neck again! This time, Max won the championship and Charles finished a very close second. Now it was time for them both to move onto single-seater racing cars.
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