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CELEBRATE STORIES. LOVE READING.


This book has been specially written, illustrated and published to celebrate World Book Day. We are a charity which offers every child and young person the opportunity to read and love books by giving you the chance to have a book of your own. To find out more, and for oodles of fun activities and reading recommendations to continue your reading journey, visit worldbookday. com


World Book Day in the UK and Ireland is made possible by generous sponsorship from National Book Tokens, participating publishers, booksellers, authors and illustrators. The £1* book tokens are a gift from your local bookseller.


World Book Day works in partnership with a number of charities, all of whom are working to encourage a love of reading for pleasure.


The National Literacy Trust is an independent charity that encourages children and young people to enjoy reading. Just 10 minutes of reading every day can make a big difference to how well you do at school and to how successful you could be in life. literacytrust.org.uk


The Reading Agency inspires people of all ages and backgrounds to read for pleasure and empowerment. They run the Summer Reading Challenge in partnership with libraries; they also support reading groups in schools and libraries all year round. Find out more and join your local library: summerreadingchallenge.org.uk


World Book Day also facilitates fundraising for:Book Aid International, an international book donation and library development charity. Every year, they provide one million books to libraries and schools in communities where children would otherwise have little or no opportunity to read: bookaid.org


Read for Good, who motivate children in schools to read for fun through its sponsored read, which thousands of schools run on World Book Day and throughout the year. The money raised provides new books and resident storytellers in all the children’s hospitals in the UK. readforgood.org


*€1.50 in Ireland
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To Lydia, future astronaut




The Dog Who Listens
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I’m sorry if sometimes the words in this story come out wrong. I am not too used to words because I am a dog. Maybe you are asking yourself how come a dog knows how to read and also type using a computer. Well, there are many super-super-clever dogs. For instance:




	Chaser the dog, who can recognize nearly a thousand words of Human;


	Lada, who saved a baby whose human had left her behind in the supermarket and took her safely home in her pushchair;


	Jack, who saved humans from drowning in the Swansea River on twenty-seven separate occasions;


	And me . . . who wrote this book.





Maybe you are wondering how come a mere dog is able to do such super-super-clever things? For instance, me. This book will finally answer this question for all people for all time.


Like some dogs, I have my own human – namely an old man named Mr Mellors. He brings me food and water. He takes me on walks so I can meet other dogs, and he throws me things to fetch. If I poo in the wrong place, he clears it up.


Mr Mellors has a job – looking after me.


And I have a job – which is being a listening dog in the school library.


At my first day at St Francis Primary School, the librarian, Mrs Cotton, said to me, ‘Barker –’ (because that is my name) – ‘we don’t ask you to guard against burglars, or to herd sheep or to perform tricks. We just want you to listen. That’s all. To listen quietly while the children read you stories. Good dog.’


Mr Mellors comes with me when I do my listening. He likes to listen too – mainly to stories about the sea, because once upon a time he was a sailor.


Some stories are hard for a dog to understand. Because the world seems different to dogs. For instance, dogs are close to the ground, so for them the world is mostly shoes, carpets and pavements. Also smells. So when a story says, ‘The princess was fair of face,’ I want to say, ‘How is that important? Who cares what her face is like? What does she smell like? Also, what shoes does she wear?’ These are the things a dog needs to know.


But I don’t say this. I only listen. Because I am a good listening dog.


By the way, that story turned out to be OK because the princess wore glass slippers. A human in glass footwear . . . For a dog, this raises an interesting and challenging question:


Can you chew on a glass slipper?


Some children think stories will be more interesting for me if they have dogs in them. NOT IF THE DOGS ARE NOT INTERESTING, THEY WON’T. For instance, The Wizard of Oz. This has a dog called Toto in it, and in the whole book, Toto does NOTHING. Except one time he chases a chicken. Also in Sherlock Holmes stories, there is a dog who doesn’t do anything – not even bark!


Anyway, one day a girl came into the library smelling of sweets and school soap. Her name was Chelsea. She had a book with many pictures of dogs on the cover. Not boring dogs like Toto, or allegedly criminal dogs like the one in The Hound of the Baskervilles, but the famous hero dogs of rocket travel – Dezik, Zib, Belka, Strelka, Muschka – and the greatest Earth dog of all time, Laika. The book is called Hero Dogs of Space!


Hero Dogs of Space is the story of how, long ago, some scientists wanted to build rockets to send humans into space. But humans were scared that the rockets might not work, so they asked if some brave hero dogs would go up in the rockets first to see if they were safe. Because dogs are braver than humans.


At first, the dogs did not go all the way to space but just very high in rockets and then back down to the ground in parachutes. Alive! The terrible gravity and noise and speed of the rockets did not kill them.


Then came the greatest dog of all: Laika.


Laika was the first creature ever to successfully leave Earth. Her Sputnik rocket slipped through the atmosphere and out into space. She saw what no creature had seen before – the blue Earth twirling through the dark. All the world watched her. They took photographs. They made films about her. And a statue was built of her in Star City in Russia so that no one would forget that she was the first.
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