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  The poor old Vikings have always had a terrible press. Horrid, cross barbarians with red beards and nasty dispositions, crisscrossing the known world, raping and pillaging

  everyone who got in their way – that’s what we always think of them. Good for newspaper sales but was that the full picture? The ‘Viking Age’, in all its forms, didn’t

  actually go on for very long – AD 793 to AD 1066 to be precise – and they became better known for trading than raiding and dealing than stealing.




  Where did They Come From?




  It’s tempting to think that one day a gang of red-headed heathens got together and decided to look for trouble, calling themselves Vikings, a bit like Hell’s Angels

  (Bikings?). Instead of crash helmets they chose pointy tin hats with horns on. As a point of interest (maybe) most serious historians say that they never had horns on their helmets, but I’ve

  seen an ancient Swedish picture that says different, so – as it’s my book – they’re going to! Instead of mean motorbikes, the Vikings chose horses, or those long

  pointed-at-both-ends boats called . . . er . . . boats*. It must be said, however, that most of the world’s population at that time (who weren’t Vikings) did think them a

  frightfully rough, tough and dead common bunch. Except, of course, all those that stayed at home (womenfolk and farmers), who reckoned they were the bees’ knees: young gladiators whose

  hair-raising escapades were followed with admiration by young and old alike.




  *Dragon Ships actually. Ed




  Who’s for History?




  But Vikingism didn’t happen overnight. It was the result of centuries of Scandinavian history (Scandinavia’s a smart word for Sweden, Denmark, Norway and Iceland).

  Unfortunately you’ll have to take my word for this, unless you’d prefer a long, somewhat boring book on Scandinavian history*. All I will say is that ‘the Ice Age put paid

  to anyone who happened to be scratching a living in Scandinavia around 24,000 BC and that the first chilly hunter-gatherers thawed out, and tiptoed back in 15,000 BC. They became Neolithic farmers

  around 3500 BC and stayed like that until the Viking Age began around AD 800’ – and you can’t get briefer than that!
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  PS If you notice annoying scribbles by someone called Ed in this book, I’m sorry, but it’s Susie, my fussy editor. She’s just doing her job, and the daft

  printer left them in by mistake and we didn’t have time to change things before printing the book.




  *Instead of a short, somewhat boring book? Ed
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        AD


      



      	

    




    

      	

        450


      



      	

        Scandinavia begins to fill up with Danes.


      

    




    

      	

        650


      



      	

        The Swedes start to throw their weight around the whole of the Baltic (Finland and East Prussia).


      

    




    

      	

        793–795


      



      	

        The Vikings start terrorizing Britain. Monks robbed and chucked into the sea. Brits taken back home as slaves.


      

    




    

      	

        799


      



      	

        The Vikings start attacking the Frankish Empire.


      

    




    

      	

        810


      



      	

        Time to give Frisia (now Holland) a hard time. Mass plundering.


      

    




    

      	

        825


      



      	

        The Norwegian Vikings start to colonize Iceland . . .


      

    




    

      	

        835


      



      	

        Creation of Danelaw, a vast Viking territory in England including Derby, Leicester, Lincoln and Nottingham.


      

    




    

      	

        839


      



      	

        Ulster conquered – Dublin founded.


      

    




    

      	

        841–843


      



      	

        River trip up the Seine. Paris conquered.


      

    




    

      	

        844


      



      	

        Time for Southern Spain.


      

    




    

      	

        845–891


      



      	

        Frisia gets completely overrun.


      

    




    

      	

        850–891


      



      	

        Constant raids on France. For the first time some Vikings stay over for the winter.


      

    




    

      	

        871


      



      	

        Alfred becomes King of Wessex and manages to beat the Vikings at last. Allows them to stay up north but hangs on to the south.


      

    




    

      	

        885–886


      



      	

        Siege of Paris.


      

    




    

      	

        900


      



      	

        Harold I kicks off the great Norwegian Kingdom.


      

    




    

      	

        935–945


      



      	

        King Gorm the Old.


      

    




    

      	

        985


      



      	

        Eric the Red finds Greenland. Svein Forkbeard Christianizes Norway.


      

    




    

      	

        992


      



      	

        Leif Eriksson trips over America.


      

    




    

      	

        1017


      



      	

        Naughty old Forkbeard takes bribe money given to him by Ethelred the Unready (the English king) to go away, and uses it to pay a bigger army to attack Britain with.


      

    




    

      	

        1019


      



      	

        Foundation of the empire of Canute the Great.


      

    




    

      	

        1066


      



      	

        Harold is made king.




        Good news: he defeats the Norwegians at Stamford Bridge.




        Bad news: he loses to William the Conqueror (head Norman) at Hastings.
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