	
			

			


Praise for The Librarian of Auschwitz novel



★ ‘An unforgettable, heartbreaking novel’
Publishers Weekly, starred review
★ ‘Like Markus Zusak’s The Book Thief, it’s a sophisticated novel  with mature themes, delivering an emotionally searing reading  experience. An important novel that will stand with other powerful  testaments from the Holocaust era’
Booklist, starred review
★ ‘This novel is one that could easily be recommended or taught  alongside Elie Wiesel’s Night and The Diary of Anne Frank and a text  that, once read, will never be forgotten. A hauntingly authentic  Holocaust retelling; a must for YA collections’
School Library Journal, starred review
★ ‘Though no punches are pulled about the unimaginable atrocity  of the death camps, a life-affirming history’
Kirkus Reviews, starred review
★ ‘The Librarian of Auschwitz is a heartbreaking  and ultimately inspiring work of art’
Shelf Awareness, starred review
★ ‘Iturbe’s remarkable account uses an immediate present tense to immerse  readers in Dita’s story as she goes about what constitutes daily life in Auschwitz,  all the while risking everything to distribute and hide the library’s books’
The Horn Book, starred review
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Based on the novel by  Antonio  Iturbe
﻿Adapted by Salva Rubio Translated by Lilit Žekulin Thwaites  Illustrated by Loreto Aroca
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Back then, she was just a child…



…but books were already a window.





	
			

			


A window into herself and onto the world.



And her only fear in Prague in  the late 1930s…



…was that she wouldn’t  have enough time to read  everything she wanted to.



Her name was  Edita Adlerová, 



…and books  were her life.



but everyone  called her Dita… 





	
			

			


Dita,  i’ve finished.  Let’s go  home!



You’ve spent 30  minutes deciding!  We haven’t got  all day.



Why do  you want them all?



Have  you already decided which book you’re choosing?



Yes,  fine… it’s… it’s… I want  them all!



Hmm… yes…no… just a  minute!



You’ve got  all the time  in the world  to read them  one by one.



Can I  buy two  tomorrow?



It’s  just… I don’t  know!



Fine! Fine!  But only if  you finish the one you’re reading now.



Then  decide  tomorrow.





	
			

			


My little  literary critic.  How many books  have you bought  today?



Papa!



Mama  says I have to finish the one  I’m reading  first.



Okay,  okay! But if  you continue at this rate, your books won’t  fit in our  house!



Come on.  Let’s see what  we’ll do in our  geography lesson  today.



Hima… Himalaya!



Let’s  spin,  and…



My  goodness!  You’ve landed  on the highest mountain  range in the  world!



The Adlers were an ordinary Czech family…



…but these weren’t ordinary times.





	
			

			


It was a time when every child  deserved a normal childhood…



…a time to dream,  IMAGINE, laugh…



…a time of discovery and  enjoyment.



But it was a different  story for adults.





	
			

			


For them, it was a time of  anxiety and unease…



Thousands of  childhoods…



…a period of darkness, full of fear.



…thousands of
fantasies…



…thousands of dreams…





	
			

			


…about to be destroyed.





	
			

			


That was the day Dita left her childhood behind…



…because that was the day  she started to fear men.





	
			

			


They hated the Jews; nobody knew  what was going to happen to them.



the nazis had arrived  in Czechoslovakia



The Jews could only pretend that  things were still normal




But even a child could see that nothing was ever going to be the same again.



She now understood the many whispered  conversations between her parents.



One day, Dita was walking  past the Café Continental. 





	
			

			


…but her parents didn’t want Dita to know.



Her father had been fired  some time ago…



…“holidays.”



Papa… the school  has given  us…



Don’t  worry. You can study  at home.



We  still have our  books.



That word is usually  music to a child’s ear,  but it sounded off-key  to Dita.



But what could books do?
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