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Introduction




  My earliest poems were scraps of nursery rhymes and songs. This comforting store of language provided me with a bank of soothing patterns and strange images.

  Cows that jumped over the moon and old ladies who lived in shoes littered my imagination. I heard these rhymes so often that soon they became part of my store of special language.




  Once I arrived in school, the poetry store was soon added to by a wide variety of playground rhymes. Some were mysterious, while others were used in the games that we played. In

  lessons we learned different sorts of rhymes and poems. Some of these I still know, after over half a century. They have stayed inside me as an important part of my memory bank of language and

  pictures, a mingling of sounds and meaning.




  Poems are experiences – to be spoken aloud and savoured. Some will leave you cold, while others create an echo. Perhaps these will stay with you forever. This collection

  is packed with poems for children to listen to, read aloud and perform. Why not paint pictures to illustrate them, invent musical patterns and dances to accompany performances? Talk about what they

  suggest – the memories they trigger and feelings that surround them.




  Let the poems become little shafts of sunlight to brighten up the day. Fifty years ago, a teacher let Blake’s Tyger loose into my imaginative

  world. It is still there, stalking through the darkness, staring at me with fiery eyes. We have travelled many miles since then, but every time I read that poem the tiger gets up, shakes its

  amazing body and starts to prowl. So, let a few tigers loose into the imagination. There is room enough.




   




  Pie Corbett 2012








  




  
FAIRIES, MERMAIDS AND PRINCESSES








  




  
The Princess’s Treasures




  The Princess owned a whole turret of treasures.




   




  There was a toy dragon that breathed real sparks,




  A necklace made from the stony tears of statues,




  A wooden unicorn that danced on a lawn of green glass,




  A casket of blue shells from a mermaid’s cave




  And a tiny spinning wheel




  That could turn spider silk into birdsong.




   




  Yet the thing she loved the best




  Was a scruffy crimson rug.




   




  Its patterns had been stolen by the desert sun,




  Its fringes had been frayed by ice storms,




  Its tufts had been flattened by sleeping tigers,




  But still it rippled across her room




  Like an ancient flying fish,




  And when it slept beside her bed




  It smelled of spices




  And meadow flowers




  And salty seas.




   




  Clare Bevan








  




  
I Am a Princess




  Hello.




  I am pleased to meet you




  I am a princess




  And I have a lot of rules




  Which you must obey




   




  Whenever you see me




  You must bow or curtsy




   




  You must never argue with me




  Because a princess is always right




   




  You must never wear a dress




  That is prettier than mine




   




  I choose the game we will play




  And it is always my turn first




   




  Remember. You are very lucky




  To be playing with me




   




  And I have to win every game




  But before you go




  Could you please explain




  Why I have no friends?




   




  Roger Stevens








  




  
Listen and Look




  Winds whistle,




  waves whisper




  stories on the shore;




  tales of treasure,




  men and mermaids,




  galleons and gore.




   




  Night comes;




  in the moonlight




  sands are silver strands,




  dream ways,




  gleam ways




  washed by magic hands.




   




  See the sparkle,




  hear the stories,




  hold them in your head.




  Memories are more




  than moments,




  words are more




  than letters read.




   




  Patricia Leighton








  




  
Monisha




  Each afternoon




  at playgroup




  when it’s one o’clock




  I get my favourite things




  from the dressing-up box,




  the crown, the cape, the fairy’s wings,




  the gold mask for my eyes,




  and I become




  Monisha,




  Princess of the Skies.




   




  Each afternoon




  at playgroup




  when it’s three o’clock




  I put on what I came in,
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