

  


  [image: cover]




  [image: title]






For the extraordinary Emma


Jan Dean


For Emmelie and Helena, and in memory of Deb Larcombe


Liz Brownlee


To the stars as yet unseen. Shine on


Michaela Morgan
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A Girl Is Born


Here she is. She’s small. What shall we call her?


Teeny? Tina?


Look at her toes, tiny strong and curled.


Ready to unfurl.


What shall she be?


A dancer?


Wow! What a noise – a bellow like an animal, loud and lusty.


Strong.


And her eyes blue as an ocean, and as deep.


What shall she be this newborn girl?


Her small hand waves.


Michaela Morgan




Girls of the Week


Monday’s girl stands up proud.


Tuesday’s girl speaks clear and loud.


Wednesday’s girl likes to dream and ponder.


Thursday’s girl loves to wander.


Friday’s child can be slow – or speedy.


Saturday’s child will help the needy.


But the child that is born on the Sabbath day


is as good as the rest in every way.


Michaela Morgan




Girl Power
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All the women named in this poem are world-class athletes.


[image: image]






	They said,


	‘You run like a girl.’







	And I thought,


	‘Right. I’ll be the speed of light,








sprint fast as Dina Asher-Smith,


or go a Paula Radcliffe distance,


do marathons without assistance.’






	They said,


	‘You throw like a girl.’







	And I thought,


	‘Right. I’ll fast-bowl out of sight,








be Sana Mir or Katherine Brunt,


keen-eyed and steady-headed


as a panther on the hunt.’


‘Can’t catch,’ they said, ‘that’s like a girl.’


‘Yeah, right. Like Sarah Taylor keeping wicket?


Cricket balls fly faster than a roar of speeding cars.’


‘Well, girls can’t kick,’ they said. I laughed.


‘Tell that to Abby Wambach,


she could kick a ball from here to Mars.’






	They said,


	‘You think–’







	‘Stop there,’ I said.


	‘I’ve no more time to waste on you.








If you don’t get it now, you never will.


If women’s strength and cleverness


put your head in a whirl. Just pull yourself together,


like a girl.’


Jan Dean




Feminism Rules


[image: image]


A feminist feels that women and men should be treated equally. For instance in the workplace, a woman should be paid the same as a man if she is doing the same job. It does not mean that you should be the same as a man. Many men nowadays could be called feminists.
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There isn’t a ruler


for measuring a feminist


you can stand up for your rights


and still want to be kissed


you can be a fashionista


and have a maths degree


be a model or mechanic


or love embroidery


a woman might be strong


but no one’s perfect, not by far


working through your foibles


helps you find out who you are


feminism is a process


a conversation – fight,


things are complicated


often – there is no ‘right’


ask questions of your own


of yourself and how you feel


no one has all the answers


if they do – they are unreal.


Believe in yourself, if someone


criticizes, disagree


being a feminist is just being


who you are or want to be!


Liz Brownlee




Sugar and Spice?


Sugar and spice and all things nice


That’s what little girls are made of.


Burgers and fries, fails and tries


That’s what girls are made of.
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