



  [image: cover]






  




  [image: ]




  





  Contents




  Crazy Creatures




  Deadly Deep




  Devastating Dinosaurs




  Spectacular Space




  Awesome Aliens




  Gruesome Ghosts




  Vile Vampires




  Beastly Bodies




  Mad Medicine




  Magnificent Monarchs




  Fantastic Football




  Rowdy Rugby




  Crucial Cricket




  Cool Cars




  Incredible Inventions




  Dastardly Deeds




  Super Spies




  Dreadful Disasters




  Remarkable Rescues




  





  Crazy Creatures




  

    

      

        

          [image: ] The giant squid is one of the longest creatures on earth – it can grow up to 15 metres or 45

          foot. It also has the largest eyes of any living animal; they are up to 38 cm across.


        


      


    


  




  

    

      

        

          

            

              [image: ] A female elephant will always adopt a baby elephant which has lost its mother.


            


          


        


      


    


  




  

    

      [image: ] Evelyn Françon of France found his cat Graffiti messy and noisy and gave him away to friends 100

      miles away when he moved to a new job in 1995. A few months later his friends told him that Graffiti had run away. In January 1997 Evelyn heard a scratching and screeching at his front door. It

      was Graffiti! The cat had spent two years making the journey through the foothills of the French Alps to his old owner’s new home in Isère. Evelyn said, ‘I shall have to keep

      him now.’


    


  




  [image: ] A dog’s sense of smell can be amazing. A Doberman once tracked a sheep thief for 100 miles by scent alone

  across the Great Karoo plain in South Africa.




  

    

      

        

          [image: ] There are 30 species of slug in Britain.


        


      


    


  




  

    

      [image: ] The rattlesnake or viper has special cells between its nostril and its eye. These are sensitive to infrared

      radiant heat and can locate people in the dark by the heat they give off.


    


  




  

    

      [image: ] The male emperor penguin looks after the egg of its young for between 105 and 115 days in a temperature of

      about -16°C. During this time it has nothing to eat and only survives by huddling together with other males on ice floes.


    


  




  

    

      

        

          

            

              [image: ] 48 rats were on the space shuttle Columbia in 1993.


            


          


        


      


    


  




  

    

      

        

          

            

              [image: ] The fastest growing creature on Earth is the blue whale. From the time it begins growing to full

              growth it increases up to 30,000 million times in size.


            


          


        


      


    


  




  

    

      

        

          [image: ] The giant megamouth shark was discovered by the US Navy in 1976.


        


      


    


  




  

    

      [image: ] Any type of rabbit can be a pet. Among the names of types of rabbits are Rex, British Giant, Dwarf Lop and

      Netherland Dwarf. A British Giant rabbit can grow to twice the size of a fully grown cat and weigh up to 12 kg.


    


  




  

    

      [image: ] The only poisonous bird is the orange and black songbird, the hooded Pitohui, discovered by accident in New

      Guinea in 1992.


    


  




  

    

      [image: ] Charles Cruft, who started the famous Cruft’s dog shows in London, never owned a dog and never went

      to his shows. He had a pet cat.


    


  




  

    

      

        

          

            

              [image: ] The average caterpillar has 16 legs.


            


          


        


      


    


  




  

    

      

        

          [image: ] The first cat working for the Post Office, to catch mice, arrived in London in 1868. The cats which

          were used by the Post Office in Britain were paid ‘a shilling [5p] a week and all the mice you can catch’. By 1983 the pay of cats was £2 a week.


        


      


    


  




  [image: ] Some dogs can become very attached to their masters. Among the strangest stories of such closeness is that of

  Susie, a fox terrier owned by Lord Carnarvon. Lord Carnarvon, who put up the money for the finding of the tomb of Tutankhamun in Egypt, was dying in Cairo, the capital of Egypt. He had blood

  poisoning from an infected mosquito bite. Back in England, at his stately home of Highclere, Susie went downstairs and fell dead in the hall. It was exactly the same time that her master died. Why

  or how this happened no one can explain.




  

    

      [image: ] The blue whale can grow up to over 30 metres long and weigh over 100 tonnes. It is the longest and heaviest

      animal ever known to have lived. The female is larger than the male. They can eat up to about 1,000 kg of the plankton krill at one time. When born, the baby blue whale, called a calf, is about

      7 metres long.


    


  




  [image: ] The average woodpecker pecks 20 times a second.




  

    

      [image: ] The biggest bird known to have lived in recent times is the Madagascan elephant bird which died out 300

      years ago, in about 1660. Its egg was 30 cm large and could hold 7 litres. It was also known as the ‘Roc bird’, was about 3 metres high and weighed nearly 500 kg. The name of the

      bird was used in the Tales of Sinbad.


    


  




  

    

      [image: ] A bite from a black mamba snake, which can grow up to 4 metres long, nearly always kills a person. The

      snake lives in south and central Africa. When the snake bites, a person will feel dizzy, then find it difficult to breathe, then the heart beats erratically until the person dies.


    


  




  [image: ] A monkey called Johnny learned to drive a tractor on a sheep farm near Melbourne, Australia. Johnny began just

  as a pet of the farm’s owner, but soon learned to open and shut gates after copying his master. When he learned to drive the tractor he somehow knew that it had to be started in neutral.

  Johnny drove the tractor in a straight line or along a path on signals and calls from his owner. At lunchtime the monkey had his own lunchbag, putting the litter back in the bag after he’d

  finished.




  

    

      [image: ] The world’s most travelled cat is probably a three-year-old tabby called Tabitha, owned by American

      actress Carol Timmel. In 1995 Tabitha escaped from her carrier when she was in a jumbo jet flying across America. After a search she could not be found. Over the next 12 days the jumbo

      continued to fly back and forth across America. During this time Tabitha’s owner decided that the airline, Tower Air, had not made a proper search for her pet. So, when the jumbo landed,

      a second search for Tabitha was made. She was eventually found hiding behind a passenger compartment. Apart from being dirty, she was fine. No one was admitting what she might have eaten during

      her 12 days’ journey. The total number of miles she flew while wandering the plane was over 30,000!


    


  




  

    

      

        

          [image: ] The tarantula spider is said to be dangerous, but its bite is really harmless; at worst it causes only

          a little swelling and some pain.


        


      


    


  




  

    

      [image: ] A tortoise can live for up to 200 years; by contrast the usual lifespan of a hamster is only four years. A

      tortoise which died in 1966 was 188 years old. It was presented to the King of Tonga in 1773 by Captain Cook.


    


  




  

    

      

        

          

            

              [image: ] The sea otter never gets its skin wet when it goes in the sea. It has two coats of fur, which keep

              its skin perfectly dry.


            


          


        


      


    


  




  [image: ] Emperor Napoleon of France was terrified by cats.




  

    

      

        

          [image: ] The first guide dogs were used in Germany in a home for blind people, in 1916. The first ever guide dog

          was called Excelsior. He was trained by a Doctor Gorlitz to lead a blind man across the lawn. After this worked, guide dogs were used all over Germany, then all over the world.


        


      


    


  




  [image: ] Judy, an English dog, was a hero during the Second World War. She was born in the city of Shanghai in China.

  She was looked after by men of the British Royal Navy aboard a gunboat. One day the gunboat was torpedoed by the Japanese Navy. Judy and some of the men were taken prisoner. She spent two years in

  a Japanese prison camp on the island of Sumatra. Her owners were used as slaves by the Japanese to build a railway. During the time she was a prisoner Judy attacked the Japanese guards and helped

  prisoners who were about to be beaten. In 1945 she and her fellow prisoners were rescued and released.




  

    

      [image: ] A mother cat, Scarlett, became a heroine in Brooklyn, New York, in April 1996. A fire broke out in an

      abandoned building. Several floors up, the stray Scarlett began to rescue all her five kittens, one by one. In and out she went. She carried each of them down in her mouth, made sure they were

      all right and went back into the fire. Each time her red fur got more burned and her eyes were seared by the heat. Finally she got the last of her kittens out. She stood guard over them until

      they were all rescued by firemen. Scarlett and her kittens all recovered. Hundreds of people heard the story and wanted to look after Scarlett and the kittens.


    


  




  

    

      

        

          

            

              [image: ] A fly’s taste buds are in its feet.


            


          


        


      


    


  




  [image: ] When on land, otters use their tail as a third leg to stand up, strut across the ground or peer over objects in

  their path. When underwater, small flaps on their ears close up so they do not get water in them.




  

    

      [image: ] An ostrich’s intestines are up to 15 metres long.


    


  




  

    

      [image: ] Bats can get too hot and get heat-stroke. Thousands of bats were affected by the heat in Fort Worth, Texas,

      USA, in 1989. They fell out of the sky on to buildings and into the busy streets.


    


  




  

    

      

        

          

            

              [image: ] A cow’s sweat glands are in its nose. Cow’s noses are like human fingerprints –

              they can be used to identify the cow.


            


          


        


      


    


  




  [image: ] The okapi is one of the world’s strangest animals. It has eyes that can look both ways at the same time,

  a see-through tongue which is up to 35 cm long, and four stomachs. It has the legs of a zebra, the body of an antelope, the walk of a giraffe, the speed of an ostrich and the courage of a tiger.

  They spend almost all their lives on their own.




  

    

      

        

          

            

              [image: ] Pigs have up to 44 teeth.


            


          


        


      


    


  




  

    

      [image: ] The turkey was given its name by the British. The French called this American bird the Indian bird. In

      Turkey they are called ‘American birds’.


    


  




  

    

      

        

          

            

              [image: ] The first turtle was brought to London in 1752 by Admiral Anson. Turtles and tortoises cannot move

              their ribs, so they breathe by pushing air through their necks. Turtles’ necks have an extra water supply.


            


          


        


      


    


  




  

    

      [image: ] In the nineteenth century a clergyman in England found a brown rat in his house. The rat soon became a pet

      and quite tame. One night the man was woken up by the rat biting his cheek. Looking around he found to his alarm that the curtains on his four-poster bed were on fire. The man quickly made his

      way out of the house, which was burned to the ground. Unfortunately he was never to see his heroic pet again.


    


  




  

    

      

        

          

            

              [image: ] Hannibal, the general who led the army of the city of Carthage against the Romans almost two

              thousand years ago, became famous for crossing the Alps. In his army he had 90,000 soldiers on foot, 12,000 cavalry and 37 elephants. The poor elephants were not suited to the cold and

              length of this journey into Italy. Only one of them is supposed to have survived.


            


          


        


      


    


  




  

    

      

        

          [image: ] The great horned owl is the only animal that will eat skunk.


        


      


    


  




  

    

      [image: ] The ancient Egyptian army was once defeated by cats! The King of Persia came up with a plan. He sent

      soldiers with cats in their arms at the head of his army. The Egyptians, who treated cats as gods and did not dare harm them, surrendered.


    


  




  [image: ] In Oregon, in the United States, a kitten became friends with a 250 kg grizzly bear at a wildlife park. When

  the starving kitten first arrived, in 1995, the grizzly took out a piece of chicken from its food bucket and gave it to the hungry kitten.




  

    

      

        

          

            

              [image: ] Shrews have two sorts of sounds – they twitter and scream. They only scream when they meet

              another shrew.


            


          


        


      


    


  




  

    

      [image: ] Manx cats of the Isle of Man have no tails.


    


  




  [image: ] Packs of wolves travel up to 50 miles from their lairs in their search for food. When they move, they always

  try and keep to a straight line, moving at a trot.




  [image: ] African elephants stay on their feet for 30 or 40 years.




  

    

      [image: ] The dolphin can swim at up to 24 miles an hour.


    


  




  

    

      

        

          

            

              [image: ] The European oyster starts its life as a male, then changes into a female.


            


          


        


      


    


  




  

    

      

        

          [image: ] The ancient Egyptians shaved off their eyebrows to mourn the death of their cats.


        


      


    


  




  [image: ] Tuna fish swim at an average speed of 9 miles an hour all the time; they never stop moving.




  

    

      

        

          

            

              [image: ] Ants seem to have monthly holidays when they do nothing.


            


          


        


      


    


  




  

    

      [image: ] Snakes cannot cry. They do not have eyelids. Instead their eyes are protected by a clear skin.


    


  




  [image: ] Only half the world’s spiders spin webs; the rest of them hunt for their food. The largest web is spun by

  the tropical golden-orb web spider. Its web can be up to 1.5 m across and held up by lines up to 6 m long. The smallest web is made by the midget spider, less than 12 mm across. The web of a garden

  spider can have up to 30 m of strong silk; this silk can be stretched six times its length without breaking then return to normal size. It is stronger than steel.




  

    

      

        

          

            

              [image: ] Earthworms have five hearts.


            


          


        


      


    


  




  

    

      

        

          [image: ] Sheep in Iceland eat seaweed during the long, cold winter.


        


      


    


  




  

    

      

        

          

            

              [image: ] Seals have been known to swim for as long as 8 months and as far as 6,000 miles without touching

              land.


            


          


        


      


    


  




  

    

      [image: ] The kangaroo cannot jump if its tail is lifted off the ground.


    


  




  

    

      

        

          

            

              [image: ] In Africa, elephants discovered a sort of penicillin before people. Sick elephants were seen using

              a type of slimy mould for wounds and drank it to make them better. Local native people saw this and began using the slime for their own cuts and sores.


            


          


        


      


    


  




  [image: ] Jellyfish sometimes evaporate.




  

    

      

        

          

            

              [image: ] Dolphins have bigger brains than humans.


            


          


        


      


    


  




  

    

      

        

          [image: ] Rabbits can talk to each other by thumping their feet.


        


      


    


  




  

    

      

        

          

            

              [image: ] The hornbill bird has very odd behaviour when nesting. The female bird, which has a large clumsy

              beak, looks for a hollow in a tree where she can lay her eggs. As soon as the eggs are laid, the male starts filling up the hole. He brings in damp clay, filling the hole until there is

              only a small opening for the female’s beak. The clay dries solid and the female is walled in until the eggs hatch. The male feeds her through the gap which is left. When the

              chicks are born, both parents break down the hard wall.


            


          


        


      


    


  




  

    

	  

            

      [image: ] Swordfish can reach speeds of 60 miles an hour.


    


  


 


  


  

    

      [image: ] Baboons cannot throw overarm.


    


  




  

    

      

        

          

            

              [image: ] An electric eel will short-circuit if it is put in salt, rather than fresh, water.


            


          


        


      


    


  




  [image: ] A duck will often swim while sleeping.




  

    

      

        

          [image: ] All polar bears are left-handed. Polar bear mothers usually have twins. They are the size of rats when

          born and are blind for a month.


        


      


    


  




  

    

      [image: ] A newborn panda is smaller than a mouse.


    


  




  





  Deadly Deep




  

    

      

        

          [image: ] The first mystery of the area which became known as the Bermuda Triangle happened in 1902, when the

          German cargo ship Freya was found abandoned and crewless.


        


      


    


  




  [image: ] At least 21 species of shark live in British waters, including the basking shark, the world’s second

  largest fish, which can grow to a length of 15 metres.




  

    

      

        

          

            

              [image: ] Seals have been known to swim great distances. In April 1998 a bearded seal was found exhausted and

              hungry on the beach at Mablethorpe, Lincolnshire. After it had been rescued and named Whiskers, it was discovered that it had swum all the way from Greenland. The last time a bearded

              seal had been seen in Britain was in 1892, on the Norfolk coast.


            


          


        


      


    


  




  

    

      [image: ] The US diving manual lists all sorts of sea creatures as dangerous. One of the strangest of these is the

      giant clam, which, we are told, can trap people’s arms and legs, holding them until they drown. There is, however, no record of anyone drowning after being trapped by a clam.


    


  




  

    

      

        

          [image: ] There are two types of whale: toothed whales and whalebone whales. Whalebone is an elastic horny

          substance which grows in a series of thin strips in the upper jaw of some whales instead of teeth. It is often used to stiffen parts of dresses.


        


      


    


  




  

    

      [image: ] Along a shark’s body there is a series of sensory organs which detect movement in the water. If a

      person splashes or thrashes in the water, the shark often assumes it is a crippled or wounded body. The best protection from attack is to move slowly in the water and stay in the same

      position.


    


  




  

    

      

        

          [image: ] The ocean can be up to seven miles (11 km) deep. It is easier to get information from the surface of

          the moon than from the depths of the ocean.


        


      


    


  




  

    

      

        

          

            

              [image: ] If the water in the sea were to evaporate it has been calculated that the layer of salt left behind

              would be seven metres thick.


            


          


        


      


    


  




  [image: ] Though dolphins are intelligent, the smaller-toothed whale is rated the brightest sea creature.




  

    

      [image: ] The fastest fish in the world is the sailfish. It can reach a speed of 110 kph or 60 mph.


    


  




  

    

      

        

          

            

              [image: ] The blue whale can survive on its own blubber without eating for six months.


            


          


        


      


    


  




  

    

      [image: ] The lowest form of life, algae, appeared in the sea about 1,200 million years ago.


    


  




  

    

      [image: ] There is a stretch of water off Japan which is known as the Devil or Ghost Sea because many ships and

      aircraft have disappeared there. It is Japan’s Bermuda Triangle. The area is known for its sudden tidal waves and there have been reports of luminous or glowing white water and the sudden

      appearance of holes or hills in the sea.


    


  




  

    

      

        

          

            

              [image: ] Cod liver oil was used as a medicine as long ago as 1770. It wasn’t until 1921 that it was

              proved to help cure rickets, the disease that makes bones thin, soft and fragile because of lack of vitamin D.


            


          


        


      


    


  




  

    

      

        

          [image: ] Sharks can detect blood from a quarter of a mile away. They have two scent detectors on either side of

          their snout and can follow a scent trail from both sides, thereby homing in on prey.


        


      


    


  




  [image: ] During the voyage of the steamship Valhalla in 1905, two scientists from London Zoo, Edmund

  Meade-Waldo and Michael Nicholl, reported seeing a deep-sea monster off Brazil. They claimed it was about two metres long and about as thick as a human body. The monster soon disappeared beneath

  the waves. It was seen again about 14 hours later. The two men said it looked like a submarine just under the surface of the sea. What the creature actually was remains a mystery.




  

    

      

        

          

            

              [image: ] The first serious voyage to study the deep ocean was made by the British ship Challenger

              in 1872. It investigated the deep sea and found thousands of creatures new to science.


            


          


        


      


    


  




  

    

      [image: ] As the flatfish grows into an adult, it changes from swimming vertically to swimming horizontally. Its eyes

      change position, moving across the forehead so that both eyes are on the left.


    


  




  

    

      

        

          [image: ] Comb-jellies, which make their own light, look like swimming lanterns in the deep. They live at a depth

          of up to 3,000 metres.


        


      


    


  




  [image: ] Fish and fishy creatures don’t always live in the sea. Among the more unusual items found in the 212,500

  miles of sewers in Britain in 1997 were sea trout, salmon and a salamander. The stranger items included a stuffed gorilla, a set of jail keys and a working organ!




  

    

      

        

          

            

              [image: ] Each year the water level in the northern oceans drops. The missing water does not turn up in the

              southern oceans. What happens to it remains a mystery.


            


          


        


      


    


  




  [image: ] The starfish has an eye on the end of each of its arms.




  

    

      [image: ] The giant squid has eyes that measure over 30 centimetres in diameter.


    


  




  

    

      

        

          

            

              [image: ] The human being is not built for diving in deep water. The pressure underwater forces the body

              joints to grind together.


            


          


        


      


    


  




  

    

      [image: ] On the afternoon of 5 December 1945, five US planes had completed a US navy training exercise off a group

      of small islands near Bermuda. They began their return to their base at Fort Lauderdale, Florida, as a storm began to blow in. They never arrived. No trace of them could be found in the search

      that followed. The leading pilot, Lieutenant Charles Taylor, last reported that his compasses had failed. Nothing more was heard. The disappearance of Flight 19 was featured in Steven

      Spielberg’s Close Encounters of the Third Kind, in which the pilots are abducted by aliens.


    


  




  [image: ] Seven types of sharks have been known to attack people:




  

    

      1. The great white shark




      2. The oceanic white-tip shark




      3. The tiger shark




      4. The mako shark




      5. The bull shark




      6. The hammerhead shark




      7. The cookiecutter shark


    


  




  

    

      

        

          

            

              [image: ] The common dolphin has been seen surfing on the wake of ships, reaching speeds of over 39 kph or 24

              mph!


            


          


        


      


    


  




  [image: ] Several ‘ghost ships’ appear to exist. During July 1975, Dr Jim Thorne, an American aboard the

  yacht New Freedom, heard a crack of thunder and saw flashes of lightning. The storm was so impressive he took some photographs. When the film was developed he got a surprise. On the edge

  of the pictures there was an image of an old-fashioned, square-rigged sailing ship! He was positive there were no ships close to him during the brief storm.




  

    

      

        

          

            

              [image: ] The oddest-looking shark is the goblin shark. Its face looks very wrinkled and ancient, and it has

              a long, rounded horn on its head, above an ugly blunt snout.


            


          


        


      


    


  




  

    

      [image: ] The first hatchling of a sand-tiger shark will eat all its other potential brothers and sisters (as eggs)

      before they are born!


    


  




  

    

      

        

          

            

              [image: ] Most baby seals are born with a soft woolly coat of fur called lanugo. They lose it before they

              first go in the water.


            


          


        


      


    


  




  [image: ] David Bushnell pioneered the use of the submarine in warfare. His sub went into action on 6 September 1776 in

  New York Harbor. It was supposed to bore holes in British ships, put charges in the holes and blow them up. Since the main British ships had copper bottoms to protect them, it wasn’t even

  possible to make the holes.




  

    

      [image: ] The humpback whale is so large it gets covered in barnacles. They have a clever way of getting rid of the

      little creatures. They go to a warm freshwater river where the barnacles cannot survive so drop off. Having noticed this, sailors used to put their ships into fresh water to remove the

      barnacles that encrusted the hulls.


    


  




  [image: ] Ice fish are some of the weirdest around. They live in the cold of the Antarctic and have no red blood. They

  survive on very little oxygen and their hearts are three times the size of red-blooded fish.




  [image: ] In June 1991, the treasure-hunting ship Deep Sea, sailing off the coast of Miami, Florida, made a

  weird find – five World War II bombers, neatly lined up together on the sea floor. The area was an old US bombing range and aircraft were often ditched in a line during the years

  1943–5.




  

    

      

        

          

            

              [image: ] Joshua Slocum, an American, was the first man to sail alone around the world. He ended his

              three-year journey on 3 July 1898. Curiously, he never learned to swim.


            


          


        


      


    


  




  

    

      

        

          [image: ] Turtles have no teeth.


        


      


    


  




  

    

      

        

          

            

              [image: ] The ship of the English pirate Samuel Bellamy, the Whydah, loaded with 180 bags of

              treasure, sank in a storm off Cape Cod, Massachusetts, in 1717. Only two on board survived, including Welsh carpenter Thomas Davis who told the tale of the ship and its treasure. In

              July 1984, treasure hunter Barry Clifford found the wreck of the Whydah on the seabed. The recovery of the treasure continued until 1988. By the time Barry Clifford and his

              team had finished they had found a haul of treasure and items from the wreck that were valued at as much as $400 million – £275 million!


            


          


        


      


    


  




  

    

      

        

          

            

              [image: ] During World War II a number of killer whales were stranded around Britain. It is thought this was

              because of anti-submarine activities which disorientated them.


            


          


        


      


    


  




  [image: ] During the summer the average temperature of the Red Sea (between Africa and Arabia) is 30°C – almost

  as warm as the average bath!




  

    

      

        

          [image: ] The world’s most poisonous snake is found in the sea! It was named after the explorer Sir Edward

          Belcher in 1849 and its poison is a hundred times more deadly than that of the most venomous snake on land, the western taipan of Australia.


        


      


    


  




  

    

      [image: ] The 30-centimetre leafy seadragon, a relative of the sea horse, looks like a piece of seaweed.


    


  




  

    

      

        

          

            

              [image: ] Life can exist in the strangest places. Deep in the ocean off Mexico, eyeless worms live in methane

              ice. Both the worms and the ice were discovered as recently as 1997.


            


          


        


      


    


  




  

    

      [image: ] The first underwater photos were taken by Louis Boutan of France in a bay off the French coast in 1893.


    


  




   

    

  [image: ] On 13 January 1852, the crew aboard the whaler Monongahela set out from New Bedford, Massachusetts,

  under the command of Captain Amos Seabury. Not far from Panama, they sighted another US whaler, the Rebecca Sims, and soon afterwards the lookout saw a strange shape in the water. Three

  boats were sent from the Monongahela. A huge head on a long neck emerged from the sea – it was twice as big as a whale.




 

      After one boat was wrecked by the creature, the beast was harpooned. A towline was attached to it and the two whalers began hauling it in. Before long the monster died and the whole body

      floated to the surface. It was 100 metres long with a circumference of about 15 metres. The experienced sailors later described it as similar to a huge alligator. There was no chance of

      bringing the whole body on board, so the head alone was kept and pickled aboard the Monongahela.




      Soon afterwards the two whalers separated – the Rebecca Sims headed for home, while the Monongahela and its unique cargo set off for the Arctic. The

      Monongahela was not seen again. About ten years later a party of eskimos off Alaska found the only trace – the nameplate of the doomed ship. What the creature was remains a

      mystery.


    


  




  

    

      

        

          

            

              [image: ] The armour-plated Chiton mollusc can live up to four kilometres below the surface of the ocean. It

              has up to 11,500 eyes!


            


          


        


      


    


  




  

    

      [image: ] The Great Barrier Reef, off the east coast of Australia, is the longest coral reef in the world, extending

      for over 2,000 kilometres.


    


  




  

    

      [image: ] In February 1948 an SOS was sent from a Dutch freighter, the Ourang Medan, which was in the

      Pacific on its way to Indonesia. The message said: ‘Captain and all officers aboard dead. Entire crew dead or dying.’ When rescuers reached the ship, they found all the officers in

      the chart room. All were dead – it seemed they had died within seconds of one another. Their eyes stared in horror and their arms were set, pointing upwards! On deck, dead men lay where

      they had fallen. There was no sign of disease, asphyxiation or poison on the bodies. What caused this sudden wave of death aboard the ship remains unknown.


    


  




  [image: ] The remora, or sucker fish, has a sucker on top of its head, which it attaches to a shark or whale. The fish

  then eats the leftovers from the host. Sometimes the remora can end up in the shark or whale’s mouth, where it will wait for food to come along.




  

    

      

        

          

            

              [image: ] Unlike most fishes, whales and sharks cannot swim backwards.


            


          


        


      


    


  




  

    

      [image: ] The eggs of a sea horse hatch inside a pocket on the father’s belly.


    


  




  

    

      

        

          

            

              [image: ] Penguins can swim fast enough underwater to allow them to leap two metres or more into the air and

              on to land or ice.


            


          


        


      


    


  




  

    

      [image: ] The octopus has three hearts.


    


  




  

    

      

        

          [image: ] The world’s largest crab is found in deep seas off Japan. It is known as the Japanese spider crab

          and it has the largest leg span of any arthropod, reaching up to 3.8 metres (12 feet) across! It can live for up to 100 years.


        


      


    


  




  [image: ] One of the most unusual underwater explorers is the dog Hooch, owned by Sean Herbert. Hooch first went into the

  sea when she followed her master one day – and liked it. Over a few years Hooch became a real explorer. Sean bought her her own £700 scuba outfit and she made 14 underwater dives! Hooch

  also took to the air, making 53 parachute jumps. She had to retire when she broke her leg – jumping off her master’s bed!




  

    

      [image: ] A sea horse can move each eye in a different direction at the same time.


    


  




  [image: ] Humpback whales can be heard at a distance of 1,200 kilometres – the distance between London and

  Barcelona, Spain.




  

    

      

        

          [image: ] Native divers in the Pacific will dive to depths of up to 37 metres – the height of a 14-storey

          building – for pearls. The pressure at this depth is up to five times that of the pressure on land. The divers can stay down for about three minutes.


        


      


    


  




  

    

      [image: ] During a trip in 1966, the San Pueblo, a US Navy research vessel, came across an awesome sight off

      Newfoundland, Canada. A sperm whale, some 18 metres long, was throwing itself out of the sea in an attempt to escape the tentacles of a giant squid said to be just as long!


    


  




  

    

      

        

          [image: ] When young, a barnacle has three pairs of legs and one eye. It becomes even stranger as it gets older

          – gaining another eye and two more legs and then losing its mouth!


        


      


    


  




  [image: ] Experiments show that the squid is attracted by the colour red. It seems that many of the survivors from ships

  sunk in World War II were doomed because they wore bright red life jackets.




  

    

      

        

          

            

              [image: ] The starfish is the only animal able to turn its stomach inside out.


            


          


        


      


    


  




  

    

      [image: ] The gannet, a large seabird, eats so much that it is sometimes unable to fly.


    


  




  

    

      

        

          [image: ] The bottom of the ocean remains the most unexplored area of the world – so far only about 1.5 per

          cent of the seabed has been looked at in detail.


        


      


    


  




  

    

      

        

          

            

              [image: ] King penguins are said to fall backwards in surprise on seeing humans.


            


          


        


      


    


  




  

    

      

        

          [image: ] The deepest life form isn’t in the sea, or even at the bottom of the sea, but under the floor of

          the sea! A type of bacteria has been found 842 metres below the seabed in the Woodlark Basin in the Pacific Ocean off New Guinea!


        


      


    


  




  

    

      

        

          

            

              [image: ] Squid communicate with each other by changing colour.


            


          


        


      


    


  




  





  Devastating Dinosaurs




  

    

      

        

          [image: ] Among the statues found near the village of Preambero, Mexico, in 1945, were models of dinosaurs. They

          were dated to the Mesozoic era – up to 65,000 years ago. But there were supposed to be no dinosaurs alive at that time! Why the models were made remains a mystery.


        


      


    


  




  

    

      [image: ] The word ‘dinosaur’ was first used at Plymouth in July 1841 at a meeting of the British

      Association for the Advancement of Science.


    


  




  

    

      

        

          

            

              [image: ] The reason why the Siberian mammoths found in glaciers did not decompose is because the ice they

              were surrounded by had antiseptic properties, which preserved their flesh, hair and everything else.


            


          


        


      


    


  




  [image: ] Among the most common fossils are those of snails. They may never have gone far. Today’s average snail

  will take 115 days to travel a mile.




  

    

      [image: ] Charles Darwin became famous for finding out how all types of creatures can evolve and possibly survive in

      a changing environment. This made sense of the idea of dinosaurs.


    


  




  

    

      [image: ] In 1973, an American scientist, John Ostrom, showed that there was a connection between bird fossils and

      dinosaurs. He suggested that birds may have come directly from dinosaur ancestors.


    


  




  

    

      

        

          

            

              [image: ] Not all dinosaurs were big. The compsognathus dinosaur, a lizard-like creature with long back legs

              and little front legs, was about the size of a bicycle wheel.
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