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Formula 1 is one of the most exciting sports in the world.


It is noisy, colourful – and VERY, VERY FAST!


Formula 1 cars can reach speeds of up to 320 kmh (200 mph). That’s three times faster than the 113-kmh (70-mph) speed limit on motorways, the fastest roads you can use in the UK.
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The F1 cars race side-by-side at these unbelievable speeds.


It takes very special and very brave drivers to do this in these incredible machines.


That’s why the twenty F1 drivers are the best in the world. They come from all sorts of countries, and race all around the globe.




I love watching F1. I’ve been SO lucky to attend more than 500 Grands Prix around the world!
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These drivers compete against each other in races known as Grands Prix (which means ‘Great Prize’ in French!).




And it certainly is a Great Prize – champion teams win millions of pounds!
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They drive for ten F1 teams, with two drivers in each of these top teams.


Ferrari is the most famous. The Italian team has been racing for more than 75 years.


The Mercedes and Red Bull teams have won the most races in the past ten years. Both these teams are based in England.


There are more than twenty Grands Prix held from March to December around the world.


Each race track is different. Some are on city streets – like in Monte Carlo, Baku in Azerbaijan or Las Vegas in the United States. Once the Grand Prix has finished, the crash barriers and grandstands are removed and the normal traffic – cars, buses, vans – returns to the streets.


Other Grands Prix are on permanent circuits built for racing – like Silverstone in England, Suzuka in Japan or Monza in Italy.


The length of the laps is also different. Monaco is the shortest at 3.34 km (2.07 miles). Spa in Belgium is the longest at 7 km (4.35 miles).


Each race lasts for an hour and a half – sometimes longer.


The winner of each race receives twenty-five championship points. Points are awarded down to 10th place like this:
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After the last race of the year, the driver with the most points becomes World Champion!


This is the greatest honour in motor racing. The World Champion is the BEST driver.


There have been thirty-four different World Champions in the past seventy-four years.


It is every young driver’s dream to become World Champion. And there is one young driver from Australia who is fast becoming the world’s next Racing Legend . . .
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WHO IS OSCAR PIASTRI?


Oscar Piastri is the next great Australian Formula 1 driver.


He is following in the footsteps of World Champions Jack Brabham and Alan Jones, who both came from Australia.


Just twenty-two years old, Oscar was the youngest driver on the F1 grid in 2024.
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He is the first F1 driver to be born in the 21st century.


Piastri did some racing in Australia but his family realized Oscar needed to be racing in Europe if he wanted to make it to F1 – just like Brabham and Jones did.


Oscar moved to the UK when he was fifteen and went to school in England.


He raced karts and began to look at junior motor racing.


Piastri raced in Formula 4.


Then he moved up to Formula Renault – and won a championship.


Next was Formula 3. Oscar won a championship in that as well!
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Formula 2 was next. This would be tougher because the cars were faster and the young drivers more competitive.


Oscar won the Formula 2 championship! Brilliant!


Now everyone in F1 was watching young Oscar.


He became an F1 driver in 2023.


He races for McLaren, one of the greatest teams in F1.


Oscar won his first F1 race in 2023; the Sprint Race in Qatar.




A sprint race is about a third of the length of a normal Grand Prix. That means drivers don’t have to pit stop, they can just race!





Then he won the Hungarian Grand Prix and the Azerbaijan Grand Prix in 2024.


He was part of a very exciting line-up of young drivers at McLaren.
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Oscar is teammate to Lando Norris, who was twenty-four in 2024. Lando also won his first Grand Prix in 2024.


During the 2024 season it was exciting to see which McLaren driver would come out on top!
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OSCAR’S LEGENDARY STATS
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BORN IN MELBOURNE


Oscar Piastri was born in the Australian city of Melbourne.
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He lived with Mum (Nicole), Dad (Chris) and three sisters in an area called Brighton – which is named after Brighton on the Sussex coast in England!


Brighton is less than 10 km (6 miles) from Albert Park, which is where the Australian Grand Prix is held. So, growing up, Oscar knew all about F1.


As an F1 fan, Oscar would never have believed that one day he himself would be a Grand Prix driver, sitting in an F1 car on the starting grid in Albert Park!


But that dream did come true in 2023.












BORN TO RACE


Oscar’s two grandfathers were mechanics. Loving cars, they both followed motor racing.




A mechanic is a skilled worker who can fix and maintain machinery, including cars and engines.
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Oscar’s dad then became interested in motor racing – but couldn’t afford to join in. He raced a BMX bike instead!


Like Oscar’s grandparents, Chris Piastri never became involved in the actual racing in the way Oscar would. But everyone understood and approved of Oscar’s wish to go racing!


That wish became reality when Oscar had a trial in a go-kart – and loved it!
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That’s when he started racing. His dad and grandparents could see young Oscar was very fast!


Oscar admired drivers like F1 World Champions Ayrton Senna and Alain Prost. In later years he watched and learned from Lewis Hamilton and Max Verstappen.









PUTTING THE RC IN RACE


When he was around six years old, Oscar began racing remote controlled cars. This was fantastic fun. He became a Remote Car Racing champion at the age of nine!
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That’s the beauty of Remote Control Racing (or RC Racing, as it is known). Anyone of any age can do it!


It’s all about using a hand control to make a toy car move – except these aren’t just any toy cars!


RC cars are made specially for this type of racing. They can be very sophisticated. Part of the fun is building the car. You can do this with your family and friends.




There are clubs just for RC Racing. There might even be one near you. They can give advice on the best type of RC car to get started and how to build one.
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