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  With thanks to all the magical people in my life for their belief in me
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  Lost!
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  It was a hot summer’s day in the seaside town of Astral-on-Sea. Cassie and her best friend, Alex, were at the beach, where the sea sparkled in the warm sunlight and

  children splashed in the gentle waves.




  Cassie was helping Alex to identify shells using a book from the library called The Beach Explorer’s Guide.




  ‘I think this is a cockle,’ she said, holding up a pretty beige-and-white shell.
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  As she passed it to Alex, the charm bracelet on her wrist jingled. Cassie looked at the seven charms glistening brightly in the sunshine. She smiled, remembering how her friend Stella Starkeeper

  had given her the bracelet. Cassie had earned the charms by helping to make wishes come true. Each charm gave her a magical power – the bird charm allowed her to fly, and the heart gave her a

  perfect memory! Most special of all was the star charm, which Stella gave her when she became a Lucky Star. Now Cassie could grant wishes whenever she liked!




  She looked over at Alex, who was busy inspecting the shell. He was the only other person who knew about her magical charm bracelet.




  ‘This cockle is an excellent specimen,’ he said, his dark curly head bent over the book.




  Nearby, Alex’s fluffy white puppy was digging holes.
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  ‘Yup! Yup!’ barked Comet, scampering over with a shell.




  ‘I think he’s trying to help,’ Cassie laughed.




  ‘Good boy, Comet,’ Alex said.




  Cassie patted the wriggly puppy. She was so glad Alex and his family had moved to Astral-on-Sea for good. They first became friends last summer when Alex had stayed at her parents’

  cliff-top bed and breakfast.




  ‘Well, I must get on with my training,’ she said, putting her blonde hair in two bunches. ‘The swimming gala is only two days away and I’d better practise if I want a

  chance of winning a race.’




  She took off her shorts and pulled her T-shirt over her head, making the bracelet jingle again. She wondered what to do.




  I don’t really want to swim with my bracelet on, she thought. What if it slips off in the sea?




  ‘Alex, would you look after my charm bracelet while I go for a swim?’ she asked her friend.




  ‘Yes, of course,’ he replied. ‘I know how special your bracelet is.’




  Cassie placed the bracelet carefully in the pocket of her beach bag.




  ‘Thanks, Alex,’ she said, and ran down to the area roped off for the swimming gala. Bright orange floats bounced around in the water as some of the little children practised

  swimming.




  Cassie waved to her friend Danny, whose black hair glistened with water as he swam along.
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  ‘Out of the way!’ a screechy voice shouted.




  Oh no, Cassie thought. It’s Donna Fox.




  Donna swam past Danny, splashing water everywhere. Spluttering, he blinked the water out of his brown eyes.




  ‘Make way for the best swimmer in Astral-on-Sea!’ she cried.




  Donna stood up and pulled off her swimming hat.




  ‘Do you like my new swimming costume?’ she asked Cassie. ‘It’s just like the ones swimmers wear in the big races on TV. Mum said I’ve got to have the

  best!’
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  Cassie sighed. Donna’s parents owned Flashley Manor, the most expensive hotel in Astral-on-Sea, and Donna was always showing off about her new things.




  ‘I’m going to win the swimming gala,’ Donna sneered, flicking her long hair. ‘And I’ll do whatever it takes.’
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So the next time you're under the
twinkling night sky, look out for
me. T'll be floating among the stars
somewhere. Do give me a wave!

| Love from

Stella x
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have magic!
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all the way o Earth. You see, I'm
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helpful. I #rain them o become
Lucky Stars - people who can make
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